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STATEMENT BY REV. CANON JAMES O'DALY, P.P.,
CLOGHER, CO. TYRONE.

+

The history of the Irish Volunieers in Co. Tyrone can he best
told by Dr. Patrick MacCartan. He was the mainspriﬁg of the move-
ment and worked nmight and day to bring the youth of ‘the country intc
the organisation. People unacqueinted with the state of affairs in

the North cannot realise the diff.icaltiea. The Orange Order was
fiercely opposed though they had given many examﬁlaa_ of their

_ determination %o use physical force 'é.gainat Hoine Rult:a. The A.0.H.
were not far behind in their opposition.

Dr. McCartan arganiséd meetings in variaua'partéa of Tyrone
which were addressed by Eoin Maclielll, Roger .Eaﬂemant end other
prnminént leaders in the movement. Mr. Denis HcGullr:mgh visited
Tyrone on many occasions and géva great assistance aﬂ_.d encourage-
ment. ' “ . ' |

The people ~ even the leaders - were 8o long accustomsd to
parliamentary agitation and the promise of Home Rule "‘at no far
distant date" that they could not bring themselves 1:-0‘; think that
whatever ﬁaéﬂura of freedom could be chtainéd. must ba" fought for

in bBlood and tears.

The great lesson of history is, that people do not learn the
lesson and éha legson of Irish history 1is - do nnt trust the Sazxon .

and do not pay for the goods until tﬁey are delivered.

Before the aplit in the Volunteers Mr. MacNeill addressed a
meeting organieed by Dr. MacCartan at f:‘-arric];nuorﬂ. On the platform
were Father Short, C.C., a great Irishman and priest, Denils
McCullough and myself. MacNeill said that, being an historian, he
‘was well aeqﬁaintad with the history of Grattan's ?n}tg;xtaera. He
etated that John Raﬂmoﬁfi.- should not have touched the ?i;lmteera and
that when the Volunteers beceme strong and when Mr. Redmond failed
in his parliamentary efforts on the quéﬂ tiﬂnl of Home Rézle, ‘with
England wavering on the question, Redmond could say to.England
“:f?am finished. You can now deal with the ?alﬁnteeﬁ".': This

apné;;red to me as sound policy. ' J.p«- p_'
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After Mr. Eedmond got his nominees: on the dantnal Committee:
of the Volunteere they assumed some amount of ccntﬁul which
extended down to cﬁuntry districts in the North. The Eedmnnﬂitén
were nu; sincere in their atfituﬂa to the ?ﬂluntaera,hﬁt lncallr
they had a desire to procure arms as a ﬂéfaguard aéainst the
Ulster Unionist Ubluntsaré-whe were well equipped &ith gerviceable
weapons. Mr. Joseph Devlin pandered to this desire of his follow-
ars iﬁ the volunﬁeara by importing into the North allarga auanti ty
of dud Italian riflaa. Those rifles were uaeleaE:fﬁr.military _
purposes and the British allowed them through. 'Abaﬁt 200 of them
came to Co. Tyrone. L

MacNeill's primary intention in orgenising ﬁh% Tolunteers:
seeme to heve been as a support to the Iriah-Parlia@entarylrarty
to obtain Home Rule - Home Rule or else - and the aiae was, deal
with the Wnlunteérﬂ; but when the British got Mr. Redmond to teke
control of the movement, the Volunteers shortly afterwards split=
the physicel force element, who alone were in aarhaét, recorganised

under MacNeill. They called themselves The Irish Volunteers. All

Tyrone compeanies Jolned this :oroa.

i

The Volunteers were split in Tyrone as elsewhere and
6rgﬁniﬁatian became ﬁnra ﬁifﬁiculj. Meetings for tha county were
held at Omagh, but never ﬁwice in the same Hfll or room. Pressure
was brought to bear on landlords to lock them out. Nevertheless
a number of apmpaﬁiaa were orgenised and small supplies of arms
and amnunition were procured. There was aﬁ idea thaf they might
be used some day but there was nothing definite about the date

]

until eaprly in_lglﬁ.

A mae¢i¥g was held early in 1916 in Fintoma, which Dr. Mac
Cartan, Denis McCullough, Father Coyle and myself attended. There
was a vaéua hint given at this meseting that aﬁ early Rising wasg
being planned and that the exact time depenﬂéd on Roger Casement's

efforts in Germeny.

/ o9,



Be

Early in Holy Weék 1916, Monday or Tueedsy, a'maaaage came
to the writer of those nota_t-:h from Mr. Burke of Carrickmacross
giving the time and place of a German 1an§ing. 'I’he message was to
be delivered to Dr. McCartan. The writer duly delivered the
message and f.n%md that the Doctor had previous knowledge- of f't.

| On the Friday or Saturday of the same week three young men,
P. Ryan, P. Boyd end Eimer Duffy, asrrived in Fintona, Co. Tyrone,
from Dublin. They called on Father Coyle, stated th&y had been in
close cumunicta:ticn viith MacNeill who was opposed t_ilzr the Rising.
They sald that he -~ MacNeill -~ advieed them to éome :_tn Tyrons
where ‘thara would be fighting in the open as ﬂiatim.%t.' from the

-

method to be adopted in Dublin.

On Saturday night & meeting wes held at Beragh -.Lwhich was
attended by Dr. McCarten, Denis McCullough, Father G’oyla and Fr.
0'Daly. The Plan of Campaign ordered from Imaﬁquartarﬁ wae that
the Northern Volunteers -~ including Balfaat - mulﬂ concentrate
somewhere: in TEI‘DIIG,E march across the Shannon and form up with the
Gonnaught forces and awsit the arrivel of the Germens. Without
casting any reflection on headquarters, this seemed impossible.

' That a few hundred volunteers, poorly armed and with%mt any neans
of' trénsport, could pass the Pritish Garrison at Enniskillem and
reach the Westerm seaboard waa truly hernic. Hmvar;-, it was

L

decided to carr;s.r out the inﬂtmctiﬁns.

Mr. MecCullough must have ordered his men to cmm‘_ to County

Tyrone before he left Belfast as a number of them had arrived in

Coalisland on Saturday night. ' i

Esster Sunday in Tyrone wes spent in getting arms and men at
different points.. Barly on Easter Monday we got to kl_'l,ow that
MacNeill's countermanging order had been issued on Sunday.

On Tuesday at 5 a.m. Dr. McCartan arrived in Clogher with a
note from P.H. Pearse stating that the fight had started and to

carry out our instructions. I gave ordera to the Clogher Company

J&?
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to géaambla on the nearby mountain taking with them thelr arms and
equipment. Dr. MacCartan then went home as he had to go to Derry
for a consignment of ammuni tion. Dr. MacCartan hed 'been up and
busy all Monday night . He came to 866 mo in Clogher, returned to
Carrickmore, ther journeyed to Derry, and was due héck in Clogher
uﬁ Tuesday night for a meeting. He was not phyaicaily fit for alk
this running about, without proper rest, and he was hnt present. at
thé maﬂting; Father Coyle, myself and the 3 men from ﬁublin (Ryan,
Boyd and Duffy) were at the place of meeting. The pbﬂition of
affaira wae that there wers. 1arg& gaps in Co. Tyronﬂ where no .
Volunteer organisation a::i.stad._ There were no vn:l.unteers on the
roed from Clogher to Omagh - 16 miles - and no vbluni_;gsra west of
this lins. There were no Volunteers in the diﬂtficté between
Clogher and #rmag.h City. ©On the route of our 'prnpnuéd. march to
cross the Shannon there were no Volunteers and the districte to 'baﬁ

orossed: were actively hostile, it being predominantly Unioniet

, cnuzrhr:,r;

Wednesday -~ I sent Eimar Duffy by cycle to Carrickmacrose to
get in touch with Mr. Burke. When he arrived there he failed to
contect Burke. On Dui'i'y'a journey to Carrickmacross - a dietance

of 40 miles ~ there were no Volunteers. When he was passing thro!

' Castleblayney on his way to Carrickmacroes he went into an hotel

for aamam he heard men there eaying that Jim Lar%ﬂm had callec
a strike in Dublin which was causing trouble. That was apparently
the local knowledge of events in Dublj.n; Wodnesday - On this nigh.
Mr. Hackett drove me to Dr. MecCartan's house. It was & terribly
wat night anﬂ on our wsy there we passed through Berag.h and therse
met Father- ¥eNillis, C.C., who told me that the 8ixmilecross
volunta&ra were reoady to march to Glogher. At Dpr. MacCartan's
were the Doctor, .Denis Hcﬂullough Father Coyle anﬂ, I think,
Herbert Moore Pim, It was reported at that meetlng that the
Pomeroy Volunteers were on tha march, also Donaghmore and
Dungennon towards Carrickmore. Thia meeting dragged on to

Thursedsey morning.

On accnunt of the inclement weather and the latenese of the

;e
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hour, it was decided to cancel any definite action for that day.

Thuradayt- Military éfrived in Co. Tyrone from Belfast,
raided Dr. MacCarten's house at Carrickmore and arrested Doctor
McCartan. The also captured eapiured all. or part dlf the ammuni tior
stored at the house. Dr. MacCartan later, by a trick, escaped frou

military custody.

Friday - Archie Heron arrived in Clogher and we held a meet-
ing that might to see if we could reorganise: the men and attempt

to march to Dublin. On Saturday we heard of the surrender in
Dublin. : )

Before I finish I wish to péy a tribute Yo the Tyrone Vols.
who, from 1914 to 1916, devoted their time to organising, training
aﬁd equipping dey in and day out up to the Rising. Those men made
themselves aveilable and were willing to carry out any orders they
might have got. Considering the hostility of a large Unioﬁiat
population in the areas where they lived, the Volunteers deserve
great credit fnrlthe sacrifices of .time and effort made. Mr.Kacket:
for 1nﬂ£anna, wag: one of the few men in Co. Tyrone who had a motor
car. He placed the car and himself at the vclpnjeerﬁ' disposal anc
worked both day and ﬁight. He carriaﬂ‘; on this work over a conside:
able time and never got, or expectad, paﬁmént for hiﬁ work. Mr.
' Hackett was & poor man in those days anﬁ;hia activities in the
Netional cesuse imposed & great strain.which_wag willingly_under-

Ltakan.

L
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