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| . I am now 52 yoars of age. I joined the Volunteers in 1914.

I waa young at the time. I don't know much about the split in the
Voluntaezﬂ in Dundslk. For some time after the split took place

“l ’ ' .
I ?‘EE nu‘!: of Dundelk in Enockbridge area and had little connection:

',
with the town.

In September 1915 I got a job in the Great Northern Railway

%o s in Dundalk and c ame back to town. I went to Paﬂﬂ:r Hughes

"""'H g e e g

whu was nrganiaing the Irish ?nluntﬂers and joined his party. I
wal appoini;ad Quartermaster of tshe Company.. %We held drills in the.
Bn:;irl'e 0'Reilly Hall and did "open air exercises, route marches and
tat:rh:ical work in ﬂ}a country outside Dundalk. e had a Canadian

soldier training us for some time.

-

1 . .
i . In C/Coy. we had sbout 20 shotguns and about 20 rifles. There

ey

was _EGE:E: ammund tion for the rifles. There were gbout 8 to 10°

S

fairly serviceable revolvers in the company. The company strength

P

was about 40 to 45 men.
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In1915 I got to know about the existence of the I.R.B. and I
wa:ELt to Owen Grant and Tfml}laé Hearty of Bridge 5t. and asked them
toggulat me into the I.R. B. Both of them téld me iwas toe young

to !ba admitted into the orgenisation. I remained a member of C/Coy

up ito. the Rising.

1

{ +On @ood Fridazr 1916, I got to know that a Rising was

ko

|

| I
¢¢nt§mplatad. I ovaerheard a cun?arsatiun between James Toal and

e,

J nhn; Finnegan, caretak&r ﬂf the Boyle 0O'Reilly Hall, which convince
-me gc1.=h13|1:~ a rising was planned for Easter Sunday. Finn-igan WwWa8 a
Dri;l:ll._ Instructor in the Volunteers and James Toal was prominent in
thai ::[.R.'B. " on Holy Saturday ﬂ*mning I got orders to mobilise st
' theff Boyle O'Reilly Hall at 10 s.m. on Easter Sundav. I was told
to téke rationa for the day with me. On Sunday morniﬁg men from
B and e Gump&niea mobilised at the Boyle O'Reilly Hall. Cthers
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md:h.ilia's:‘l at the Workhouse Hill on the Ardee: Road, outside the
towne In all 70 to 72 men mobilised. When we moved off from the
I-Ia_li I had a seat on Thomas Hearty's hackney sidecar. There werse
6 éinaluding Hearty on the car. We had three: ehotguns and 3

ravolvers on the car.

. Paddy Hughes and D, O'Hannigan we;:e in charge of the Volunteer
a:id- ordered us to take the rosd to Ardee. We had accompanying the
m-an on -the merch a two horse breke, Thomases Hearty's sidecar and a
horse-~trap belonging to Paddy Hughes, The majéfity uf. the
Volunteers had to walk. Vehicles were used by the men in relays
to save them from the fatigue of constant marching. We arrive.d
in th& town of Ardee and halted at Campbell's Hotel. Vie were met
there by Phil McHahon and snother men named Wrenn. A big motor
car was parked nearby on the street and McMahon and Wrenm supplied
uq with a gquantity of rifles .from his motor car: I think tﬁa
rifles were of Yankee make. We did not delay very long in Ardes.
Waj had some tea in the Hotel. Sergts. Weymes and G::;_n:ﬂ.ully of the
D'unﬂalk R.I.C. were with us from Dundalk and remained with us for
arémle time. They were with us in Ardee. We left Ardee and took
the road to Collon. We passed through Gollon and marched into
Slane. We remained Sunday night ni‘n S8lane and took over a Bakery
as shelter from the rainm. It rained heavy all Sumday night.

I dun't remember when the countermanding order from Eoin MacNeill
E’ﬂ'ﬂﬂ to us. I know that one of the Volunteers left us on the
road to Slane and went away on a motor bike, Tom Hamill and Sean
McEntee left us early on Sunday morning. I remember both Hemill
and  McEntee having a conversation with Paddy Hughes and Donal
G'IHamaigan before they wenit away. I don't know what the

conversation was about.

_ On Monday morning we got orders at Slane to form up and march
back again in the direction of Collon. 'wé had aoﬁa efreshments
111_ 'l‘.}arrigan'ﬂ- -];:-Iuh in Collon. Later we continued our march going
in the direction of Dunleer., Near there at a farmer's place -

Henratty's - we drank the contents of a churn of buttermilk which
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the farmer gave us. We pald for the milk. From Dunleer we
@archad thmoughlcaﬂtlebellingham to Lurgangreen. On the march
frﬁm Slene to Lurgengreen I was doing scout work on a bicycle

preceding the marching men.

At Lurgangreen, Bean McEntee overtook us in a motor car and
én;d ue the Rising was on in Dublin. We then commenced to stop
511 motor cars coming from Falryhouse races. Whilét commandeer—
ing those cars & party of R.I.C. coming from Dundalk direction
gpprnanhed our position and we opened fire on thems They did not
%ag;y to our fire but halted some distance from us down the road.
We halted end made prisoners of about 6 British soldiers who were
travelling unarmed in a car.vwhich we commandeered. We took bread
énd 2 sides of baeom from & paessing breadcart. We all got into
éha'commandeared cars and started back agaln in the direction of
daﬁtlaballingham. I was on. the third car that arrived in Castle-
éeilingham. In Castlebellingham some of our men went into shops
to get EuppliEE.. Gonétahle McGee, R.I.C., Gastleballingham, came
Qn3the ﬂceﬁﬂ. He was searched for papers and soms documents were
éaksn from him. Cars were still arriving from Fairyhouse end a
Lieuts Dunville arrived from Dublin direction and we commandeered
hia car and made him e prisoner. He was not very nice gbout his
%raatmsnt. Some shots were fired and Const. McGee fell on the
fcéﬂ.mortally wounded. I did not see the actusl shooting. I saw
ﬁcéee lying on the road after I heard the shooting.Lieut.Dunville

went to McGee's assistance. Some time later we resumed our march.

t
I

g We took the road in Dunleer direction and then branched off
ﬁhg Drogheda Road for County Meaths I didn't know the roade in
this part of the country. We put up at a house somewhere in Co.
ﬁaatﬁ near Dunboyne. As we were to meet Sean Boylan and other
I:m;:tb{&:m:a men there. Boylan and about 7 others joined us at this
house. We stayed at the house for about 2 daye and then resumed
our march and arrived at Tyrrellstown House near Mulhuddart, Co.
ﬁublin. .ﬁe took over Tyrrellstown House. The followlng men were

in Tyrrellstown House:~ Paddy Hughes, D. O'Hannigan, Paddy
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Méﬁﬁgh, Frank.Martin; Hugh Kearney, John Kieran, Daniel Tuite,
Pétér Clifford, Richard 0'Dowd, Owen O'Dowd, P. Mulholland,

7. Mulholland, B. Liechfield, Dick Jameson, James Dunne, Arthur
G;eén, Tﬁm'McGraﬁa, Paddy Finn, Owen-Clifford. There were others
wﬂo$.l cannot remember. -In all, about 25 Dundalk men were in |
T;rfellstcwn House. As we were told to hold Tyrrellstown House

wé had. a constant and regular system of outposts and picquets in
tﬁe'vicinitj of the house to prevent surprise by the enemy. During
tﬂe weekend in the silence of the night we could heéar the sounds
of the firing in Dublin. We were able %o get all the potatoes
aﬁﬂ milk we required in the place. When we required meat we killet
shieep off the lands. In this way we lived on the produce of the
férﬁ attached to thé house. Ome day we 'saw the caretaker of the
piace packing up and we asked him for an explanation and he told

ue he was under militery orders to clear off' the place.

When tha caretaker insisted on 1aaving we detained him and we
preparaﬂ to leave ourselves. We collected all our equipment,
formed up and marched off. We pfoceéded back towarﬂs'an. Meath -
an.'d returned to the house we stayed at - when going - near
Duhbnrna and remained in the house Tor about 2 nights. On Mondsay
evgﬁing we dumped our arms and equipment and on Tuesday morning
R. O'Dowd, Owen O'Dowd, Dick Jameson and myself started for
Dundalk. We decided, if questioned, that we would Bay we were
going to Duleek fair. We stayed in a hay barn that night and on
Wednesday we travelled 1n.Drugheda direction. That day we had
hraakfaut at a hnuae belonging to a woman who had s son killed at
' Aﬂhbcurna fight. As we hed tea and sugar with us she supplied us
wi%h bread, butter, eggs and meat. Bhe was very kind to us.
After leaving the woman we welked to within a mile of Droghedm,.

I went into Drogheda and remained there with friende until.the
fu}lnwing gey Sundey night and then went to Dunleer to an gunt.
of;minﬁ._ I remeined in Dunleer district end worked with farmers
until 14th August 1916 when I came home to Dundalk, After I
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.came hiome I was evading arreat for some time and eventually

got a Job at the Harbour Board, checking herrings landed

from fishing boats. I remained a member of the Irish
Volunteers and the Irish Republican Army up to the Truce
'in 1921.

| Signed: ;@nﬁi %
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