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Statement by Frank Booth

10 Alexandras Street, West, Belfast.

I am now 76 yearg of age; I ‘joined the Volunteers on
the 17th Mareh, 191k, Some time afterwards I joined the
I.R.B. Denis Hﬂﬂuilough was Centre of the Circle when I
Joined the I.R.B. I was introduced in the 1.R.B. by Tom

Wilson,and Denis McCullough initiated me.

As far as I know when I joined the I,R.B. there wére
only the following members in Belfast:- Denis McCullough,
Tom Wilson, Cathal O'Shannon, Herbert Moore Pim, Sean Cusack.
About a.ménth after I Jjoined I was made Head of my Circle.
Denis McCullough was at this time on the éuprEme Council of
the I.R.B. and I was given the work of building up my Circle.
| I had little ﬂﬁfficulﬁy in inecreasing the number in the Circle
as I knew a number of men who were sympathetic. Those men
were mostly fairly matufe in years, but I took in some younger
men. I had increased the numbers in the Circle to about
17 members in 1916, Amongst the new menbers ‘I recruited
were: Peter McMahon, - Nolan, Cathal MecDowell, two brothers
named Quinn, Henry Harte and Frank crumnﬁu I cannot remember
the names of the others, 1In 1916 there were other Circles
working in Belfast. Bulmer Hobson organised a Cirele. I
think Ernest Blythe was a member of the I.R.B. He had at

least close connection with the I.R.B. through Hobson.

All I.R.B. men were members of the Voliunteers at the
atart of the Volunteer organisation. The members of my
Circle were scattered over different Companies of the
Volunteers. I would not say that the I.R.B. were mainly
responsible for getting the Volunteer organisation going.

411 the Volunteer Officers in Belfast were not members of the
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I.R.B. . There were a number of Volunteer Officers very
active in building up the Volunteer organiéétion who were
not members of the I,R.B.

At the start of the organisation of the Volunteers all
Nationalist orﬁanisatiﬂna were solicited for recruits. The
Gaelic League, the G,A.A., the A.0.H., the I.N.F., etc., were
approached. Those organisations all provided recruits who

continued drilling and training up to the split in September,
1914,

At the formation of the Volunteers an Executive Committee
wee appointed in Belfast to t&ke control of the Volunteers and
be in suprems command in directing the policy and activities
of the organisation. This committee was divided into two
committees. - one, the Civil Committee, whose principal duties
were the control and direction of the policy of the Volunteers
ﬁrcviding funds for the organisation and the provision of
Halls and training facilities, the purchase of arms and
equipment, The other Committee was called the Milltary
Committee; 1ts duties were loukin§1aftef the training of the
mén, providing efficient instructors, selectlng and training
Officers, énd other matters of a purely technical military
nature. Denis McCullough was Chairman of the Civil
Committee, and was plﬁceﬁ.in supreme command of the Volunteers.
With him on the Civil Committee were Joe cunnél;f, Dan Dempsey,
Cathal O'Shannon, Tim Smith, Tom Clear, Tom Wilson, Sean

0'Kelly, a man named 0'Callaghan, and myself.

On the Military Committee were Sean Cusack, Rory Haskins,

Feter Burna and Joe Burns.

Of the Civil Committee only D. McCullough, C. O'Shannon
| and T. Wilson were members of the I.R.B. O0f the Militery

Committee Sean Cusack and Peter Burns were in the I.R.B.

20



3.

Before the split in the Volunteers the I.R.B. did not
interfere ﬁuah in directing tﬁa policy of the Volunteers, Eut
after the split thw I.R.B. more or less tock control, as all
officers in the Volunteers were approached to join the I.R.B.
and most of them did join the aréaniaatinn. When the split
in the Volunteers took place the supporters of the Irish
Parlismentary party had a big majority in the Volunteers, amd
it looked as if it was the I.V. 'Section that'got expelled from

the original existing nréanisatiun.

The Redumondite supporters formed themselves into the
National Volunteers, procured uniforms and beceme most active.
They did & lot of parading in Belfast and on one occasion went

to Dublin for a demonstration there.

. fhen the split took place the Ifﬁah Volunteers had o
start from scratch and reorganise the remnants of the men
remaining loysl to them. Our numbers immediately following
the split would be around 40 men. The funds of the Volunteers
@b the time of the split — about £400 - vwas lodged in a bank
under the authority of 4 trustees, Denia McCullough and Daniel
Dempsey representing the Republican elements, and 2 other
trustees from the Redmondite section - I think Martin Burke
was one of those. I don't remember the other man's name. The
withdrawal of this money reguired the signature of at least

5 trustees. We failed to get possession of the funds.

The Irish Volunteers lost little servicesble arms by the |
aplit. The National Volunteers had possession of about 100
Italian rifles. Thnﬁe rifles could not be used and there was
no smmunition évgilahle for them. They had heaq condemned by

the Geneva Convention as inhumane for military use and mo

ammuni tion was being manufactured for them in 1914.

~ Sean T. 0'Kelly came to Belfast in Augﬁst 1915, orgenising
for O0'Donovan Rossa's funeral in Dublin. Between 40 and 50

Volunteers travelled from Belfast end toek part in the funeral.
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At Baster Week 1916 we had esbout 300 men in the Irish Vols.
The organisation of the voluntaerﬂ was wvery good. The itraining
of the men generally wes not so goed. ‘About 160 men had good
elementary training in the use of arms and some taetical
eXercises in the country. There was a small number of men S
efficient in the use of arms. Ve had a number of ex-Servicemen
entolled and they brought s small number of uthera-up to their
ovn stage of efficiency. For first sid we had soms medical
students including Dr. McEntee, Dr. McAuley and Dr. lcliabb.
The Cumani na mBaﬁ were working on fifst aid equipment and medica
supplies. I don't remember any preperations being made for

gupplies of retions or tents or other equipment of a like nature.

I was not an officer in the Volunteers and I would not know

what was being done In the matter of commisariat anﬁ,éupplies.

About mid Holy Week 1916, Denis MeCullough told me that the
Belfast. Volunteers were.moving to Dungannon on Baster Saturday
Jor manoeuvres. He did not tell ma;diractly thatma rigsing was
contemplated. I knew, however, that the rising was taking placse
es our preparations all shorily before Easter \eek pointed to
taking military action against the British. TFrom my ﬁnaitinn in
the I.R.B. and remarks I heard I expected military action soon.
The wﬁola atmosphere of the times pointed that way.. I cannot
remember now who made the remarks that gavé me the definite
impression that moving on Tyrone was to be the starting point
for the Belfest contingent. I think, however, it was Peter Burns
On Good Friday I got inﬁtructinﬁa to collect rifles and revolvers
-from the Volunteers' houses and convey them to Peter Burns
premises. Peter Burns was engaged that day in preparing and
vacking the rifles etc. for transpﬁrt-tﬂ Co. Tyrone. I spent
‘most of Holy Friday at this work., I was workinglaa a bread
delivery man at the time and I was able to cnllaét séme of thoee

arms during by business rounds and finished the collecting after

I left off my work. On Seturday I was at work.
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On Friday night ; I think it was Friday night as the most
of the.Belfaat Volunteers had left for Tyrone before Saturday
night = I got orders to remain in Belfast on Saturday night,
snd on Sunday morning, to proceed to ﬁha Scottish boat and
contact 8 party of Glasgow Volunteers expected that marping,
and to guide those men to Coalisland, Co. Tyrnne; by trﬁin on

Sunday morning.

I think it wes also on Friday evening that Sean Guséck came
40 my house end chowed me a note signed by Sean McDermott. This
note mentioned names of.e men Gﬁﬁack should contact. Cusack
told me of his plans for leaving for Co. Cavan. It wae after
8 p.m. on Saturday night when I finished my work as a bresad
gerver . All the Belfast Volunteers who were travelling to
Tyrone had left Belfast by then. On Suﬁﬂﬂg morning at 6 é;m.
I proceeded to the docks to make contact with the Glas gow
contingent as per instructions. No Volunteers arrived by the
Glasgow boat. I got no instructions as to how I wes to introduce
myself to the Glasgow ¢f0w& had they travelled to Belfasst. On |
thinking back of this mission of mine to the boat I feel that
had the Glasgow Volunteers arrived in Belfsst on Esster Sunday
morning I and they might have found ourselves in a pretty
difficult position a8 I had not procured any cash for railway
tickets to Tyrone. I might heve had finance sufficient for a fe
men and myself, but the others would have had to provide for

themselves.

In the afternoocn of Sunday I and Harry Osborne travelled to
" the Northern Counties Railway to get a train for Coalisland.
When we were waiting at the station for our trsin, a train
arrived from Gookstown with all the Belfast men returning from
Coalisland. I had not heard of the countermanding order by
BEoin MaclNeill of the mobilisetion on Eaester Sunday when I met
the Belfast men at the railway station. It was from them I

heard of it. All returned to their homes on Sunday morning.
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There wus'littlé activity in Belfast after Sunday. We were
meeting and standing-to on each might of Baster Week. I cannot
say now if we were expecting to get*nrdera_tn mobilise again

for avtive service. On the 3rd May 1916, there was a big

-round-up of the Belfast Volunteers. I wﬁs smonget 36 or 37 men

arrested. We were taken to Balfasé prison. We were taken to
Dublin un'Saturday, 4th May, to Richmond Barracks. Ve ware.
deported about Srd June 1916, to England and interned in
Enutsford Prison. From Knuteford we were sent to Frongoch

and I was released about Zugust 1916.

After the 1918 men came home from internment the R.I.C.

carried out a series of raids on prominent volunteers' houses.

On one raid on Tom Wilson's premises, where he carried on =a

butchering business, they captured an old type of machine gun.
This weapon wés congtructed of .steel and a lot of brass
mountings. . It was a mﬂﬂttcumplicéted piece of mechanism.

When the R.I.C. took it to the barracks some of the police
offieera! after examination; said - it was?gtmachinﬂ gun but
a sgusage machine and told the men who took it to leave it
back .at Wilson's place again. TI.called shortly after its return

and took possession of it.
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