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I joined the I.R.B. in 1907. I was then 19 years of age. MNy
two brothers, Seamus and Franﬁ, were in the organisation before me
as they were older. I was a ﬁambar-of a hurling club in Dollymount
called the Colonel John O'Mahony Club and, having e clubroom, we used
to have Irish classes, debates and Irish . dancing. Sean Q'Byrne (ﬁﬂw
Judge O'Byrne) used to attend some of these deﬁates, aleo the
Ingoldsbys and Tom Wheatley. Paddy.lngnldﬂby ewore me in ss a member
of the I.R.B.. sometime in 1907 and most of the members of the
Hurling Club were mamhera of the I.R.B. The Circle I joined was the
Fintan Lalor Gircla. Paddy Ingulﬁﬂhy was Centre and the Secretary
was Bulmer Hobsonm. BSean McDermott was a member, alsoc Patrick. and
Willie Pearse, Sean 0'Byrne (now iuﬁgﬂ O'Bgrné}, Sean O'Casey (the
playwright), Seamus O'Connor. We used tﬁ meet at 41 Parnell Square
and I continued mambefahip right-up to 1916 and afterwardé. ‘We
started to drill lﬁng before the Volunteers started and Sean Heuston
used to sct as Training Officer. We ali bought a rifle each and used
to-pey in a certain amount every week to pay for these rifles. &
lot of ocur debates dealt wifh events in Irish history, werfare and
other military subjects. '

In the year 1909 or 1910 I was present at a meeting in the
Gluntarf Town Hall attended by all the members of the I.R.B¢ in

~ Dublin. Tom Clarke prdbably presided at this maeting, but I am not

sure of this. AIFather 0'Sullivan from America addressed the meeting
explaining the Church's attitude to secret societies and proved to

us thet the I.R.B. was nbt barmed by the Church. I was & good while
in the I.R.B. when this meeting took place, but I cannot be definite

88 to the year in which it was held.

On the formation of the Volunteers in November 1913, I Jjoined the
Volunteers in Tuam, Co. Galwgya where I was then working. .I was in-
the jocal I.R.B. QGipeIs in Tuam then and the Centre was, I ﬁhink,

Liam Langley. George Nichols wae Head Centre in Galway and at that
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time there used to be a lot of cattle-driving going on. %hen I went
to the West I haﬂ'a note -of introduction to George Eichols from Bean
McDermott and, as the I.R.B. wore opposed %a caftla—ﬂriving, it was
erranged by Nichols that I would sddress & meeting of the I.R.B. in
Galway for the purpose of condemning cattle~driving and to appeal to
the members not to take part in it. The reason for this was that some
members of the I.R.B. were in favour of catﬁlewdrivimg and some dead
against it end this tended to split the organieation. The Church was
also very strongly against it. Whem I arrived in Tuam the Gifcle
there was slmost broken up. This was about Sept. 1913, and when I was
leaving Dublin: Sean McDermott told me sbout this and asked me to get
in touch with a Father Foley, a very old men anﬁ a Jesult Father, who
wae then in Salthill. This Jesuit was very intimate with Sean .
McDﬁrmntt, and whgn'l contacted him I found him & strong believer 1In
the I.R.B. and he gaﬁe me every encouragement regarding ‘the orgenisa-=’
tion. He t0ld me to have nothing to do with tha'lukawgrm members and
thought & great deal of George Nichols. I wes in Tuam until Eester &
' 1914, when I returned to Dublin. |

I then joined B/Coy. 2nd Bn. and resumed attendance: of the
Mnten Lelor Circle. I took part in the Huwth.gun—runnigg;that year.
The mein thing that I remember ebout -that episode: wae Arthur Griffith
marching the whole way from the Father Mathew Fark, Fairview, to
Howth. He was then a member of B/Coy. 2nd Br. I.am not auré if he
walked back, although I remember seeing him with a rifle on the road
‘backe. I forgot to mention that when I was in Tuam I jolned the
Fianna there ﬁa they were drilling and had manceuvres and route
merches, whereas the Volunteers there did 1lititle or no military
treining. When.i ént back to Dublin in 1914 I remained a member of

the Fianna and orgenised a Fianna Sluagh in Clontarf.

The only connection I had with the Kilcoole guﬁ-running was tnat
a group of us, all Fianna members, were standing-to in S+t. Enda's
that évaning. We. were mobilised some ﬁimeLafter tea and went to St.
Enda's that evening where we remained until about 6 a.m. the next .

morning. We did not, however, get anything t0 do, but we knew the
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gun-running was on. I think it was Eamon Mertin who was in chargé of
us. There were several groups like ours distributed around the Scﬁth
County on that day and I think the purpose Waé that we might be |
required to help in the dumping and &iatrﬁhutinn of the arms and

gmmuni tion.

e

I have only & hazy recollection of sll the things that happened
at ths time of the 8plit in the Volunteers in 1914, I remember,
however, that we in the I.R.B. were tol& that a Split was coming snd
that we were to stand by our ﬁwn executive, When the splﬁi took
place the Z2nd Bn. almost to a men stood loyal to Tom McDonagh who wég
D/G.Lnf the Batin. Tom Hunter was Captain of B/Coy. at the time and
we knew he was ﬁ member of the I.R.B. as well, and Harry Williams wés
Q.M. I cannot remember the other officers at this'timé+

After the split, training was intensified and we had a rifle
renge in Fr. Mathew Fark where we all fired our course. We got

lectures on street-fighting from Tom McDonagh and Capt. Monteith.

fha first hint I .got that there waalanything in the air was on
Palm sunﬂgy 1916. On that day there was a meeting of some kirmd held
in the Clontarf Town Hall (now St. Anthony's R.C. Church}), lir. McGinn
an old Fenian, ﬂaﬂ_Librafian there. The night before, I was told by
Sean McDermott to sit on the sea wall at Clontarf, opposite the Town
Hall. the following day and to watch for any detectives or:other
suspicious mhvaﬁﬂnms.hy the apthnrities and, if.I saw anything, ﬁo
report to Hr. McGinnf I toek up position the following day (Palm
Sundgy ) sbout 1T a.m, and I saw Tom Glax;k& » Sean McDermott, Tom.
McDonagh and others whom I cannot remember going into the Town Hall.
Sometime after 12 o'clock one of the McGinn boys came out and told me
his father wanted me. .EHEn I went in end was showvn into a sitting-
room belonging to Mr. McGinn, I saw there Tom Clarke, Sean McDermott,
Tom McDonagh.1 There was a fourth person there, but I am unable to
Bay with certainty who he was. Sean HcDermott said on my srrival.
"Paddy has some great ideas gbnut the Magazine Fort and I would like
you to hear what he has to éﬁ}“. Then Tom Clarke asked me té axplain

all about the matiter. Previous to this I was working in the Magazine
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Fort as a carpenter employed by Thompson's, Fairview, Building
'Gﬂntractnra, and I had rﬁpurted to Sean HMcDermott. a3 to the whole
lgyout of the place. That was in February or March of thet year. I
had been eble o ascertain a lot of information about the Fort, such
‘a8 fhe Etraﬁgth of the garrison, the layout anﬂlwhere the keys were
kept, but it was Sean McDermott who detailed the information from
time to time that I was to get. I had, on his orders, to get informa
tion as to where the tools were Wept such ae axes, sledge hammers, &c
also ﬁhat the various stores contained. I brought a rough plan of
the fort to him and he insisted on me finding out what fhis or thet
store contained and all this information required by him took up most
of Februsry and March. I got to be very friendly with a Sergesnt
who wes & storekeeper or something like that in the Fort and 1t weas
from him I got a lot of the information. He did not know, of course,
that he was giving me this information. I used to bring him in an
odd half-pint of whiskey which he always purchased himéelf and, in
that way, we bécame very friendly. Up jo Palm Sunday I had not
discussed this matter with anybody éxnept with Sean McDermott and he

hHad warned me not to.

At the meeting in the Town Hall on Palm Sundsy, afier being
asked to give those present an aucﬁuﬁt of what wss in ﬁy mind, they
Grosa—qgeatinmaﬂ me on it, asking me how many men I would require to
overcome the guard end how I would go about surprising them; algo
could I get as far as the gate without causing aﬁy suspicion. I
rememier one thing which Tom Clerke asked me "Could it be done-in
daylight"? I told him, in my opinion, it would be easier to do it
in daylight than in darkness. Tom McDonagh was all for getting the -
,30% ammunition out of the Fort anmd Clarke end McDermott wanted the
whole place blown up. They questioned me on my knowledge of
explosive® and I had to fﬂll them I had none whatever., I told them
that from watching the place I kpﬁw every Sunday groups of foot-
ballers used to pass outside the gate of the.fort and I-t0ld them
that this was my idea of how we could approach the gate. I ﬁgld

them: that the only stnfe inside that I knew was the .303 asmunition
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etore, the paraffin oll - store and: the tool store: which was in an
annexe off the paraffin oil store. ‘I told them sll the keys Were:
kept 1nla glasscase in the guard-boom and that I could'lay my hands
on all the keys which were numbered, but I could not tell them the
number of the gun-cotton store as I never could get near enough to it
This store was away off to the left and away from the .303 ammn.store
and there was a light reiling around this store with & notice on it
which reed "out of bounds-to all staff', Even the serg ant with whom
I'waarrrﬂenﬂly could not go near that store, but it wes he who told

me sbout it. B .

Tom Clarke then said to mh-?l suppose you would havé no '
diffieulty in picking a fuctbaff??if you were wgoing tn take the fartf
and I suggested that we could get a gruup of the Fiamna nfflcars
who were all lads between 18 and 21 or so. That sesmed to meat with
goneral agreement. They then had a bit of a conference together and
1 was_told to discuss the matter with nobody and that I was to go to
12 D'0Olier St. ths following day and see Sean McDermott. I wes over
an hour &1acuasing-tha ma tter with tham, but their main anxiety
seemed o be to have the emmunition store destroyed. I remember

‘Clarke saying during our discussion that this ammunitiqn would be
probably used ageinst us before very long unless it was destroyed,

or words to that effect. I took it for granted when I heard this

that something important wes going %o happen soon. They had &

discuseion on the gun-cotton stnre and I ramember it wes there I
learned fnr the first time: thet :,rau could burn gun—cﬂttan without

exploding it. It was Tom Clarke who said that.

Before I left the meeting Sean McDermott suggested that I would
get -8 commission as some of the men who were selected for the
operation were my-senior officers in the Fianna. Tom MeDonagh then
wrote out a commission for me as a Lieut. in the Engineers and harded
1t to me and t0ld me that when the job would come off I would be in
sole commaend. When all tha men were finally picked and we got orﬁara
tc £0 shead with the Jﬂh, everybody accepted my being placed in

charge without a murmur.
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The following day (Monday) I saw Sean McDermott at 12 D'Olier
St. and he sent me over to see James Connolly at Liberty Hall with a
plan of the Magazine qut.which 1 had ‘maede ﬂut.. Connolly saw me
immediately on my arrival and seemed to know all about my_arfanﬂ. He
asked me further questions similar to what the others had asked. The
only thing h&lﬂbjhctﬂﬂ.EO was having gll Flanne boys selscted for the
job and he indicated that he would give me a fow hefty men to add
weight to the team. He t0ld. me that my 0/C. would make final
arrangements with me. On Wednesday or Thursday of that week (Holy
Week) I got definite orders from Tom McDonagh to call & meeting of
those selected for the ‘job end he told me Tom Hunter would speak to
them., This group consisted of seven or eight and we gof together in
Fr., Mathew Park either on the Thursday or Friday and we discussed the
whole operation. Tom Hunter was present and he told the group that
the plans were completed and sanctioned by headquarters that I was
put iﬁ conmand end that I hed selected these men to sccompany ma.'He
told them that thay mist come on tha job purely vclunﬁarily and
nnthing the worse would be thought of any of them if they withdrew.
None of thamﬂ;ithﬂraw. I told them that more men were wanted and we
discussed who else we would select. We had to leave wvacancies for
James Connolly's men. ¥%He filled the team at -thie meeting and decided
to meet on Sunday morning at Garry Holohan's house in Rutland St.

The job was fixﬂd.to take place at 12 noon on Easter Sunday.

Very early on Sunday morning I got & dispatch to say the job was
off. The dispatch was from Tom McDonagh and eaid that the original
order was cancelled anﬁ $o hold all men in readiness for further
hrdars. I immediately got on a bike and proceeded to Fr. Mathew Park
and saw nobody there: that I could discuss the matter withs GComing .
out I met Tom Hunter and he told me the job weg off but only temporar
ily and that we: were to hold the men in readiness. I told him where
I had the men and he told me to let them g0 home but to warn them not
to leave the cité'anﬂ to be ready at a moment's notice. I went back
and dismissed the men and nothing else happened during that day. At

this time I knew nothing whatsocever about any heppenings in EKerry.
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I remember seeing the countermanding order issued by Eoin MacNeill in
the "Sunday Independent" I raﬁeMbér a;lot nfl;aﬂﬁ ammunition which

I had in my house was collected on Easter Sunday ahﬂ'bruught to fr.
Mathew Park. I think it wes Leo Henderson who cullectéd this.

b

I wes at my breakfast eérly on Baster Monday morning when either
Garry or Paddy Holohan called with a dispatch ordering me to proceed
to Liberty Hall for instructions. I proceeded there, calling first
at Fr. Mathew Park. I picked up Beb Gilligan and a chap named

Costello there.iogﬂther with Tim Roche and Sean Ford. Ford had s

number of the tin-can bombs with him. I brought these chaps slong

with me to Holohan's house at Rutland St. where I found a number of
the men who had been selected for the job on the Magazine Fort. Others
were being mcbilised at the time. I then proceeded to Liberty Hall .
wha;e 1 saw Gunnblly and Tom Clarke. This must heve been sbout 10.30

or 11 o'eclock. Connolly spoke to me gbout the job and expressed the

‘opinion that the team selected for the job was very light and that T

wayted more weight in it. Somebody then sald to Connolly that Ned
Daly had men at Liberty Hall waiting for me.. A chap.named Paddy
Bolend was then brought in and I remember Tom Clarke saying "Those.
boys may be light but they are great boys". Then Comnolly asked me
net to enter the Fort before 12 noom but to be there on the point of
12. I remember Tom Clerke had his aerm in a sling end I held his tunic
whilst he got into it. Connolly waﬁ in uniform but in h;a short
slaavaa:and.I Jokingly picked up Connolly's tunic and held it out for
him to put it on.-'ﬁa-than said goodbye and Connolly said "Try ard
report back to your own battelions when the job is finishead".

We then proceeded towards Fha~Park along the quays in twos or ke
threes. I and a couple of the men went into Whelan's shop on the
quaye to get a football. I told Seamus Whelan what ﬁé wanﬁaﬁ.anﬂ that
we hsd no money to buy one. He passed a joking.remark and said we
could have one. We then proceeded to the Park and, going up Parkgate
Paddy Boland sasid to me to change the plan so as to sllow him to
tackle the sentry at the gate of the Fort instead of the man who was

detailed for this part nf_tné Job. I agreed and arranged accordingly.
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The pian wes that we were all to stroll scross towards the gate of
the Fort with the football as if we were a football team and thr owing
the ball from one to the other. I was to ask the sentry where the
soccer ground was while Paﬂdﬁ Boland would then jump on him and
diserm him. We did this, and the moment Paddy Boland seized the
sentry I made a .dash through the archwey for the guardroom as
arranéad. Garry Holohan and, I think, Eamon Martin were detailed to
lock after any aqnirg that would be outside the guardroom. Tﬁe

. moment I entered the guasrdroem the soldiers there threw up thaif
hands. We put them ali facing the wall end I put my bént through
the glass door of thé press which held all the keys. As we were |
leaving the guardronm:I heard 3hn6ting and discovered that Garry
Holohan had shot a sentry. I understand .that this sentry, who was
on a parapet, had fired at Holohan first and that Holohen then fired
at him and wﬁunﬂeﬁ him in the leg. He then tock the: sentry's rifle.
Paddy'Bolandlhaﬂ_by this time carried the séntry whom he hed seigzed
on our entry into tﬁa guardroom. AB previously. arranged, some ﬁf oui
men then held watch..over the ﬂolﬂiefﬂ of the guard ftogether with a
Mrs. Plﬁyfair and. her two sons who were living in a house beside the
gusrdroom. I then led the way to the anmmunition store and cpened it
without ény-ﬁifficulty with one of the keys from the guardroom. T
did likewise with the paraffin oil and tool stores. I then sent -
somebody over to the gun-cotton store with the remsinder of the keys
whilet the remainder of us prncéeﬂﬂd into the ammunition étnre with
gledge hammers ﬁnﬂ.hatchﬂtg. We immediately started to smesh up the
émmunitian boxes, and ofhera of us wheeled in drums of pﬁraffin oil.
These were bura£ open and all the store was saturated with paraffin
oil. A number of the tin-can hnﬁbs were then placed in a nuﬁbar of
places smong the ammunition boxes and after Flearinglout all the men
two or three of qﬂlremin&dl end lit the fuses of the bombs end put
matches to the brﬁkeﬂ boxes which had been saturated withltha
paraffin cil. We then came out leaving the door of the store half
open so as to let the air in and locked the outer iron gate taking
the key with us. Our scouts outside the fort then told us that a

number of people were collecting on the hill outside through

¢
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curiosity. Previous to this I was to0ld the men who had gone to the
explogsive store could ﬁﬂt get in there énﬂ-wa decided not to do
anything furthﬁr about it. I then went to the guardroom and released
Mrs. Playfair end her two boys and told them they should leavé the
Fort as it would be blown up any moment. I told the soldiers' they
could .go too, but they wefe.nnﬁ to go in the direction of Island-
bridge Barracks or they would be shot. We then all cleared out of |
the Fort and, as previously arranged, we scattered and made off
individually, every man for himself. Bveryone got away safely, and
it was.the next dey when I heard that one of the Playféir boys had

been shot at Islandbridge going into a house there.

I got back to the Four Courts and reported to Frank Fashy and
remained ﬁith the garrison there until I got wounded on the Wednesday
following. Some time on that morning a report came in that British
troops had got into the Medical Hiﬂﬂiﬂnfﬂppﬂ;ite the East Wing of the
ﬁcur Courts. I think it was Joe HcGuinﬁass, ex T.D. who was second~
in-command to Frank Fahy, who ordered three: or four of us fto dash
acrpss,-smaah in the windows of the Medical Mission, pile straw in
through the windows end smash bottles of whiskey on the straw to
make it inflammsble and set the place on Pire. We prbcaedeﬁjto do
this and, whilst engaged on the job, I was shot in the right arm by
a «3053 bullet fired from the building. I was brought to the Richmond
Hospital the following day and remained. there under treatment until |
I was taken to tha Castle hospital a few weeks afterwards. I was in
the Castle hospital until I wes released on 4th June which wes my
birtﬁday, and was arrested aﬂaut 4 or 5 days afterwards at my home.

I was then brought to the Bridewells and put on an identification
parade. At this parade young Playfair piﬂkﬂﬂ me out as one of the
men who hadlhean at the Hagazine Fort on Baster lionday. Aftar about
three days at the Bridewell I was shifted to Kilmainhém and was sent
from there to the North Wall and arriwed in Frongoch where I

remained until released the day before Christmas Eve.

During my period in Frongnhh, nothing of note took place axcepf

that there was a-row one time there over cleaning out the guardroon.
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We used to be put on our own fetigues in fturn and one day the Camp
Commsndant issued an ‘order that the fatigue party belonging to us wew
could alsc clean out the solﬁia?ﬂ' 1atrina-buckats as well as our own
We refused to do this end several of oﬁr féxiguﬂ parties who in turn
refused were isolated in another part of the camp. We then decided
that the next party to be isolated would refuse to do any fatiguee
whatever. This dey 1 was put in charge of a fatigue party and we

got the order as usual. I said we wouldn't do it. We were brought
in before the Camp Commandant end we were sent to the isolation camp
for 14 deys. We then decided to go on hunger-strike and, having
etarted, we were all put into solitary confinement. I carried out"
this hunger strikKe for 14 days at the end of which I was brought
back to the camp hospital. I had not known at the time, owing to
Ibaing in solitary confinement, that the others hsd gone nf@ hungsr .
etrike. I was then courtmartislled by the camp euthorities for
diecbeying a lawful order and sentenced to 56 daye in Walton Jail,
Liverpool. I served this sentence in Walton Jall and the first
morning I was there I was brought out to join the working party of

" ordinary prisoners. .-I refused and was tﬂen brought before the
Governor. I t0ld the Governor I was not a criminal and to my
surprise he told me he did not rank me as one. He told ms that life
for 656 days there would be very monotonous unless I hed something ﬁé
do. I told him I did mnot ﬁinﬂ working, but I obJected to associating
withtcriminals. As a result I worked for a few days in the '
Governor's gardanrclaaning~up flower beds with no warder over me,

end on wet days I was told not to be out in the rain. I got better
food there than what we were getiing in Frongoch end I was kept well.
supplied with books by the librarian. I wns-alsn put working
repairing chairs in a small workshop and ﬁuring the whole period of
the 66 days there was never a warder pu¥ over me. At the end of the

ag
56 days/1 was leaving, the Governor told me that he was sorry
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he had to hand me over %0 an escort and that I was
not going home. I was then sent back to Frongoch.

This_waa on 3rd December and I was there until my

relegse,

Signed:

Date: é—’*@ M"ﬂ"f-}?

Witness: Mﬂ\){
. L . //
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