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, STATEMENT BY WITNESS

DOCUMENT NO. W.S.. 238 oo

) : Witness

Professor Michael Hayes,
20 Brighton Square),
| _ Rathgar, Dublin.

Identity

ﬁn.. ' (a) Orderly to Gomdt. E. de Valera
g ] during Holy Week 191s6.

(b) Associate of Thomas MacDonagh.

Subject

Events of Holy Week and Easter Week.lgiﬁ.

Conditions, if any, stipulated by Witness

Nil.
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Form B.S.M. 2. 1




P e
* "

R |

ORIGINAL

. 20 Brighton Sq, SEANAD EIREANN
Rathgsr, , i
publin, - ) TIGH LAIGHEAN

{Leinster House) -

BAILE ATHA CLIATH
[Dublm)

" bth an}mrr, 1949

Colonel John Joycse, '
Bureau of Hilitary History,
26 Westland Row,

Dublin,

'_ Dear John,

Here 1is ﬁﬂstatamsnt whieh I

- promised you in our 1nterview before Chriatmaa.

I sm only putting in s&s much as eppears te
me to be relevant to your requirsments.

- Yours alncerely,

T{WL#
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I h&ve no lr.mwladge what&var of t-he plens for the

1916 Hia:l.ng. - 1 was nover a nwmhar of l:h-a I. R B, and’

hed f::-eﬂljr atated my nhjantiom to that organiaat.iun
of whiah my fath&r had been a prom.‘l.mn!: member. I

have therarora naver haen aukad t.o join. I was a

member of oY Gompsny of the 3rd Batt Dublin Erigada
of the ‘iruluntaarn. I waa a aullaagua -of Thomaa
M-:.Dnnaghla at Univarait:r College amd ha fraquantlj
discusaeﬁ 't:he ?uluntaara with me amd urgaﬂ me to attend

courses with a view to hecuming an ufficar. ' -This I
o —diﬁ not do. .

In Janu’arr or Februsry 1916 McDonagh sald to me
one day in the College "I have greats news for you,

Micheel, We have a standing ermy et last." The stending

ai-my waa compoaed of mn-frm‘n Lomdon and Liverpool who
. _ were quartered’ at Larkfield, Kimmage, for some time

before the Rising. McDonagh gave no indication that a

Riaing 'émﬂ_p:mjadtéd 'hnd.:inﬂaéh hia_h?uther John told me
that a few days before Easter 1916 Thomss McDonagh .

. had diaaﬁqaad wi.t.h_ him at soms length h'pla'n-u wit:h-

| Ir'egnrd to the Hard'u;i'_:.;.k Street Tl'h:&gtre'.

Vo amm e T Ee



©

L R R

'ﬁ_i:ra‘a'a: 20th April, 1916; Ceees Ly e

) “G“ GQ- -
" Attended parade nﬂ/ﬁrd Battalion at Cemden Rnw.

The Brigade was 1napactad h:sr Gomandant; Da ‘Valera nhu

R L A
. .

y 1nnt=ruutaﬁ me to leave th& ranka for apecial dutj 'I‘l‘tih
' b._ﬁn'.: | I went. with him to rmmhar 1 Dawsan Etreat ‘Ih'EI"E

. & mot charley Hurphy

iy i

‘Ha buth aoted a8 Eeuratarien

¥ - tn thﬂ Gumandant That n:l.ght we . went frnm Dawﬂon
‘ Btraat tn 144 Great Brunswink Etr&at t.h.e Haadqunrtara

o:l' St. ﬁndrawa Gathulin Club. I was praaen‘l: at -

varioua confernncas with Gompany Gaytaina and

¥

Huartermaatara. "Each one andeavoured tu get aa ‘moch

arms. and amunitian a8 poaaihle for his own Gompans.

The arms were :l.tt of an aaam'tﬂd neture, Howth Rifles,
: shotguns
1 Singla Shn:\‘t Hartinﬂ. Short Laa-Enfialds’{with '

amurd.tion to mntoh I_l: was expected t_hat mn’ra_-than

300 men would perede and as far as my recollection _
serves me there were less than 300 weapons with five

rounds of smmunition per man, On Frlday the 21at

and Saturday the 22nd I was on duty ell day at 144 Grest

Brunswiock Street and late into Saturday night.

. Tral.E L

Sunday the 23rd I saw 'uaﬂeui'a Order in the
‘"Independent™ at 8,30,

I-.want almost 1mediatal'3 to
144,

Found dt;he Gmnnazﬂant yoad who had. apparantly
- Bn ’

‘ slept tbars;‘ appeared to heve no knnwledga of what was

. happening. ‘He was very anxinua ta get in tuuuh with

"Thomas MoDonagh or Pearae. I -sent messengers to verious

lplacaa with no raault. I am not sure that I fﬂm&mﬁar
i 511 the placaa now but t.hay :I.ncludeﬂ Liharty Hell, .the
huuae of volunteers named Meldon, one of whom 1s still
_alive, and asnbbther houfae about Gardiner Etraat. . Perhapa
' -1t was Sean T, G'E;allj's but I a; not-clear,

: wit .
FPailvre to cnntact aup;arior .officers seemed to

wnrrg the Commandant very much end I auggasted going
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¢immsdiata inolination wes to side with Haaﬂﬁil.

(3)

paraanéllw to 3t. Ehdq!g,'ﬁafhfarﬁhaﬁ to see if I coulﬁ

uontéat'?eafsa ﬁﬁhre'ur get 1hfonhﬁtioh hhout him.

: I went aut on a hicyelﬂ, Iaa lat 1n and 88w 8 number of

night end had not returned. On my r&turn Journa? I was

" overtaken on thﬂ_Dﬂdder Bridge, Rethfarnham by a motor

car in which were Aldermsn Tom Kelly and Pedreig 0'Eeeffs,

. Sacretarj of Simn Fain; * Bnth.were vary.agitatad and

Alderman Kally told me hﬂ was anﬂaavnuring to atop a
alaughter. ht his auggeation I went in the car with
" him to 144 leaving the bioyele to O'Keeffe. When we

arrived at 144 I was told thht'ﬂennnnsgh wes 1n the
rnoﬁ with the Gn@manﬂanf. I went n to find him Jusat
on the polnt of leaving. He seemed in bigh.spirita; 
was in uniform with high lacad-huuts hng a eiosk.

'Hq spoke to me and left at once. 'gha Commendant

instructed me to make out orders for thé diffarant

'Companies tn break up st once, go home and hold thamaalvaﬂ
in readiness for- further urﬂara. - I 414 this, He

aigned tha ordera and on my way home I carried one
personslly. to Hatch Btrﬂﬁt,.nhhre 2 nomber of men were
collecting. . That would be, I think, about 4,30 p.m.

We mmhilisad aéain on Hunﬂay mmrning, m3~ﬂampany
at Earlafort Tarraua Ixnkand insida tha grounda of"

University Gollega..' 1 wes 1natruatad to g0 homa for a

bicgcle anﬂ did am._ I 11vad neer Wallingtun Berrecks

and found thet -the Rising was taking plaes. - My

- Thaﬁ
Honday avaning I aaﬂ Ennnn Gommandant Tom Hunter at e

.harrinadﬂ 1n New Streat and hraught down to, the harricada

my rifle ummunitinn and aquipmﬂnt. I hsarﬂ that

M-::Dnnagh was 1n uharga at Jacﬂba whiuh wad quita

oanvaniant un WEdnasdar the Eﬁth I antarad Jacuha -

very earlw 1n -the mmrning having made up ‘my mind that

people whn tolﬂ mo that" Pearaa hnd gone- uut on Saturday ,f
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this was tha onl:r course but that the venture wes a
: hnpeleas ona.’ There muat have haan 2 numbar of people
in the R!.a:l.ng who, if they had been given muppurtunitj
of coming to & conclusion would nnt have taken part et all. |
I was tahan to MacDonagh, nalcmd-_m_:d_gj:vsn & revolver
| and & wr-ittan ‘appdintment as a Lieutenant. M‘ﬁnﬂumgh did
;: nﬁt seem 1;0 ba familiar with the srea, snd the Gaptain
i of “c“ Gompnny who was with me, his nama was JFdward
K Bgrn_a_, thought_'. that the plac.a was very badly secured.
: We were told that arms were short and aah;d ‘.‘I.f' we knew
1, where. any erms nm::ld be had in the neightbourhcod. We' |
voluntaared i:n go’ out tor m hnuaas in tha ares._
, We went to three houses in Lombsrd Etrast West, Seen
u ﬁhmp‘ball!;,fﬁtrink- ]ﬁalonejh_and No. ﬁ,'.D‘Brie.rlrg.*_ One of
+ the O Briens - Liam - was in the South nﬁbin{ Union.
" We went a}sa; to Thomss Aticins of Spencer Stre;at, who was

at home and he would not give us eny arms end would not

R

Epnearn consent to come !.nija Jacoba, ha far aé my
-, recollectlons sérve me, we got two revolvers and some
-amuniti‘un._ We mot Geralﬂ Bolend end his wife in-

‘Jineent Btra&t where thsx livad. Ha too was in difficu 1ty

with ragard t.n Haaﬂeil hut having haard Yhat we were daing

hﬁ arrnngad i:u c.om to Janoha that night ‘with a rifle.

iHe dic't 0. Wa a8aw aoldiara marohing on the South Gircular

_«Road. mln Enrr?illa Avanue, S mt Larry Murray, Nnow an.

.Aaaiatant Eecretar‘x of ‘the Dapartmsnt of Eﬁuaatinn, who
'had come- from Cork- on the m'evims day and reported thet ,'

nc- Rising’ had taken plece there, end th.at the 1ine fram o

Gﬂrk to Duhlin waa quite free, Tha]r had heen dala‘gad
LN

naar Kildara fnr, he_ f:hnught tl:ua paaanga of f:rnop treing

ta Dublin, In Heytashur]r St.rael: we met Michaal (}*Mullana.

who wasg -t'han 11?1115 thara. Ea dannunnad Jnhn MacHail.

we told him what we were doing but: for aavaral reaauns '

he did nct .f.‘:l.nd it. pnaaihle to mam nith us,
'!’. )
¥
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" awailting him_ Ha tuld us that thoaa whp had no .-
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On oﬁr ?eturn to J_a-:mha 8 .prieﬂt_' had been in to
tell Jus a-ﬂ-toﬂy of German prisoners merching from
0ldcestle, and in ‘spite of our news Egcﬂoﬁagh seemed
to be in‘a l:hnya;:lt an‘d ta}katiﬁ_& mood.
deal af_h:';m until Sunday efterncon.
any i:nian for I.‘fnhlin."

I sgqw e great
' He never men'tiq'ned
John MacBride iaa'a'lan there 1n’

ordinary clothes end he expressed to me the view that

* the fighting should haire teken place in the ununt:;:g;

HE 414 not aaem to have an‘: lcnmledge as to why Jauﬂba
had ‘been occupiad. : r L o

. ! ’ : o 'a
LI Un 3unﬂay murnlng Maunnmgh left ngqaritiah

m:l.litarsr unr tn meat: Ganaral Lee. .He returmd

auhaaquenth and et ‘s, maet:l.ng nr ofrimarra announced

that ha had aean Penraa and :I.nt:anded tn surranﬂar. .

Ha waa quite ualm snd apoke in aimple sarioua 1anguage."_.'

‘ I ramamhar that he .seemed t:o ha qui.ta n different man

ha . .
from usual and/exuitaﬂ in ma,at. any rate,great admiratian. '

It wea’ put to h:lm by, I think, Eeama O‘hhudha that

he waa himself going to his daatn. " He seaid quite

thet
anlmg tha%might be so but he hed to think of others,

Eeamua made a paasinnate spesch againat aurrandsr but:

the Cemmendant '
waa ovarruled. I acﬂampaniad/m with John Mnnonagh

" to tiha Fater Etraet Gati lhare e Britiah .ﬂ.rmr uar was

h

ui‘:tifnrm had*—parmiasion 1:0 get away :,-r thay cnuld. '

I 1aft'- madiatalj after h:l.m with E:hlard Byrna and

Michael Gavamgh (Hnw I th.tnk ‘in the Buarﬂ of ‘-'-'nrka]

walked up Bride Street Eext&ﬂhury Etr&et to Luwar

Glanhraaail Etraat -1rhera 1 lived. I was not .

1nterrogated or arreated aubuequentlw. i
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