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STATEMENT OF MRS, PHYLLIS MORKATE..

It was Easter Sunday, 1916, and X was expecting to dinner ~ -
(my first party since I got marriedj - Eamon Duggen, Ned Daly, Jim
Sulliven, May Kavanagh -(now Mrs. Bamon Duggan}, and-m& sister—in-

law, Pauline Morkan. They sll arrived sometime in the late after—

noon. The men, 1nb1uﬂing my husband, were all loocking very worried

and tock:littla interest in the dinmer wa;had.prapared for them. The
men departﬂd early to attend a mae$ing - @8 special one - which hed
bean called suﬂﬂanly. It must have taken hours, as my husbgnd did
not return until ebout 5 ofclock next morning. ﬂéﬁ Daly had left'a
suit case: (which I still possess) containing his uniform, and on
Momdey morning, about 8430, he and Jim O'Sulliven arrived. Ned
changed into uniform ané in ebout haelf an hour my husband, Ned and
Jim O'Sulliven left the house, all in uniform and fully armed.

They did not tell me where they were going., Ned Just said I was to
stay in the hoﬁsa~un$il I got my orders. T was very_worriaﬁ but not
in the least frightened. I felt if I was with the men we would be
quite safe. In faet, Ned told me befora he left I would be happier
in tha fight halping, and if there was guing to be fighting, they
wnuld need gll the women thay could get. Whan my Biater-in-law
returned ahout 11 o'clock - sha had been out mobilising her squad

in Gumann na mBan - she told me we were tn proceed’ tn the Black |
Church off Parnell Square and await orders. When we gotb there we
saw members of the C. na mB. &bout 14 or 15, walking around in twos
end threes. The orders were, not to stand around in groups. We were

all in mufti - uniform would have attracted too mach attentinn. e

could not WEar'aven a badge. All day, or rather all afternoan, we

walked ebout and hﬂaring in the distance a good deal of shooting.
During that time all sorts of rumaur& were going around, paople-
coming and telling us that D'Gonnell St. was strawn with deasd Lancers
ﬂb waited on and presently an order came from Daly to dismiss and

report again the following mnrning. It was then about 5 or 6 o'elock.

Fauline and I went from FParnell Square dewn the back streets



towards Church St.. We arrived at the end of North King St. Thers
we saw Pamiliar faces - me:r., of the lst ﬁatm* posted at- the
bﬁrriaadas_at all the crossings: . At oﬁe harficada there was a cab
ac:rass. the street with = ?uluntee-r péated at each entrance. We
were given permission to go fhrﬁugh and we eventually arrived at
Church St. and the first one I saw was Fierce Bsasley. He told me
where to find my husband, Dsly and Duggan. They hadfe&tabliﬂhe& a
headquarters at St. John's - the French Sisters of Charity -
residence, Brunswick Sta The Sisters were wonderful. They did
everjthing possible to help and continued to help fpr_a long pefinﬁ
| af terwards. | _
That night, we were sent under escort to annthef-mambar of
C. na mB, who lived in.ﬁaljmﬁuﬁt Taér Phibsboro. -Ehﬁ asked us to
remain the night with her. It was a dreadful night and for the
fifﬁt time I got really frightened. We, of ﬁuurse,ia@uld_nnt sleep;
Jjust 1istansﬂ'tc the shooting and waichiﬁg the skﬁ-lighting up every
moment. The wﬁcle-aiﬁy locked to be on fire. I draaded'gﬁing back
to Church St. next mﬁrnipg, not knowing ﬁhat_wa;wnuld'sea.nr hear.
The morning came at'laat and we guf out as quickly as we could.
At the railway bridg& beyond Phibsboro we again gaw one vnluntaer
" on guard with Jdim O'Sullivan in charge. They had commandeered a
~ house next the Bridge snd held all. their equipment there. We stayec
awhile there and thén.ﬁeuided-to pari,Pauline to ldmk up some other
member and I to go back to Church Ste I proceeded down Rathdown
Road, a short way to Nerth King St. and Church St. Whem I arrived
there: I found all.nur-msn well and In good form. Eamﬁh_nuggan was
very anxious tu-gat in touch with May Kavanagh to whom he wasg.
&ﬁga 2d. She then lived with lha:'@ people on Sandford Rd. Ranselagh.
He @sked would I try and get to her, so I‘startad off walking; no
trams were out and mo cab or hack would take me. At thiéj time the
British military were in the.ﬁentre of the city, and ﬂhan I got to
" College Green thara d4id mot seem to be a living soul about. 411 1T
BawW was a daa& horsa in the centre: of the atreet opposite the Bank
of Ireland. I paused for a minute, then said a prayer~- 81311 not

in the least afraid - and ran ascross the street and no one appeared



-

to stop me snd after that I had mo trouble: getting to Sandford Rd.
I had been told that Hadame Harkiexﬁez was: with the Gitizan-ﬂrﬁg
in Stephen's Green. I saw mo life there either, but felt more
ammrprtabia knowing they wére near. Again I saw & dead horse

outside the Shelbourne Hotel. Hhan-I arrived at Hay‘a home they all

thought I was someone from the dead, the rumours at that time were:

80 bad that paople in Ranelagh thnught the vbluntaers had been wiped

'qut. We both had.a quick mesl and started back for Church Street

and a friendly jarvey geve us a 1lift to the end of Leeson St. So

. we got back from there by the same route which I had gone already,

6till seeing no one. ‘@hen we arrived, Daly told us to prepare an
emergency hcs?ital, s0 we went érﬂunﬂ-tn all the naérby houses with
some of the wvolunteers anﬁ.aﬂkad for material and_béﬁ clothes - we:
had no difficulty getting thoee things we required as everyone was
most willing to help - in a short fimﬂ_we had a big ‘ward' ready

wi th the'ﬂressingﬂ, etc. cut, and waited for our first patient.

My first patienﬁ was the late Liam Clarke suffering frﬂm gunshot we
wounds in the faca. I realised then that we had mo stimnlants of .
any ﬂeacrﬁptien-in the place and no change of ¢1ﬂthas, g0 I.
approached Comdt. Daly, our q/c., and told him. He gaye me

permission to go to my home at Arran Quay.' We, at that time, had

- two publichouses at the corner of Queen St. May ceme with me and as

the volunteers were in that erea, we had little trﬁubla. .Whan-w&
arrived at my home we collected a lot of brendy and whiskey and ali
the shiris aﬁd socke we Qouid lay hands on. We were about an hour
or more in the house and when we: Left we found the British military
had taken up positions outside and at agll the‘crosaimgﬁjﬁ515éot a

shock, becsuse I had in a reincoat hanging on my arm éevér&l rounds

of ammunition which I had got in the roll-top desk in the diningroom

Agein we were lucky. We smiled and chatted with the soldiers at
the.croésingé and they did not question us. I got rid of the
emmunition at the top of Brunswick.ﬁt.. a man named 0'Callaghan was
posted in one of the unfinishsﬂ houses there. We were told we

could not go down any of the turnings, we must go straight ahead.

- I never got back to Church St. after that elthough we seemed to go.

round the outskiris.
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We: - Mgy and I = spent that night in Eamnn Duggan's hnme ()31
St. Brigid's Road, Drumcondra - thera were very few hnuses that
week that we dare -go near nutside the vvluntear cruwﬁ. On Wednesdsy
I hoped to go to my home. It was mear Church St.  and there was
always & chance: samﬂ of the men mi ght n:all, but when I arrived
there I found the British military were in:pcaaession and for three
weeks they remained thera and would not sdmit me, When they
eventually left and all. our men were eith&r in prison or aaad
(end wp to that time I did not know if my husband was alive or in
prison, £ certainly never thought of him as ﬂaad}_l arrived at my
home. and found they had left n@thing only hsavy furniture which was
hard to remove., . My piann -we: found stuck half way down the &tairs.
o clothes of any description did they leave. BSilver, jewelleny,
- china, even my engagement ring which I had locked away as we: could
not wear jewaliery on duty. The shops were beraft of everything

and even the cﬂllars were looted.

‘The first information I gnt of my husband was on tha zlst ey
when I saw & list of prisoners in the paper and, to my great relief,
his neme was emongst those in Knutsford Geol just Gutside Manchestes
and they were being allowed & visitor, so I ammouriced to my friends
"I was going across to seé& him. I crossed the following night and
word must have gone rounﬂ that I was going,because at the hﬂat
there were about ED people, all with parcela and letters for me to
taka to their men folk. I arri*ared at the gaol gaté on Friday
morning and was admitted at 10 o_clack and escorted to & waiting-
room. . I stood at the window looking out on the sguare and after a
short ftime I saw, marching elong in single file, half & dozen men.
‘I could not eee my husband at first and_thé only way I recognised
hidim was by his walk. He was still in uniform, but had grown g
beard. We were go pept.u@ at seeing each other aéﬁin.that I_think
| we Bcaneely-épake-at all. The first queatinn-hé askaﬂ'ma was what
the people at home thought of them and he was b?arﬁbyad when I told
him that the whole ccuntr#-Was with them., He wanted me to return

home that night as I did not know anyone in Manchester and I felt
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so lonely I nearly decided to do as he asked me, but on second
thoughts I gaid I'd pay him anothar visit, so he told me to stay at
“the hest hctal he knsw of and I went back to it and spent most oF
that day in beﬁ and the following mnrning I was again at the priaon
gate at 9.30 waliting for 10 o'clock %o be admitted. Also outside
the gates were two girls and two priests. The girls Locked very
closely at me and one came over and ssid she knew me at school in
Wicklow and, of enurss, the moment she said her name I remembered
her. She ssid she was teaching in Redditah and was anxious to do -
‘something to help the men. The priests then came over to me. They
.warﬁ also Ipish énﬁ wénted to help, but did ﬁct know any of the men.
I have my 1is% of names. and they picked out a few each and came im |
with me.- Those priests aftgrwards were simply marvellous. Eathwr
O'Henrehsn, who was Parish Priest just outside Manchester, insisted
on Miss Harvey and myself coming home witﬁ him. He wanted to hear
everything. We stayed the weekend visiting the prison each day.
Miéa Harvey was enother lady who arrived. She had crodsed from
Ireland that morning. She is a nurse now in &pﬁtralia end is
sister-in-law to Comdt. Matt Barry. She lectured to the C. na mBan

in 25 Parnell Square for Eomﬂ-timﬁ_before.Eaatar Week,

My husband was released from Reading Gaol in time for Xmas.

.HE arrived with many uthars on Xmas morning, amongst them being the
1a£e Michaei Colline. It was some months before my husband was
- reinstated in the Bank ('National', College Grean}.. We were then

ntranﬂfﬂfr&d to Bire, Offaly, and in a very éhort time my husband f
Etartaﬂ a.cnmpény‘of Volunteers which later-hecamﬁ-a battalion. He:
was assisted hy Eemon Bulfin and later I met Felix.ﬁrnnin vho was
most active. During that perinﬁ of the 'German Flot' our house: was
rgided esnd my husband arrested, brought to Margboro and then to
Durham Gsol. He was aﬁay one year and during that time- I ran Home
Nursing classes fnr.membars of . the C. na mBan mostly in my own houss.
The mﬂmharahip_waa small but Eﬁﬁhﬂﬂi&ﬂtiﬂm then my husband again
got home we were transferred to Lismore, Co. ﬁhtaffnrﬁ; we were:

there 15 monthe and during that time I could do very little as our
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movements were very closely ﬁatcﬁad. 1t was there: we were -
especially my husband - very roughly treated by the ?}itish
military.- They made a wrﬂch of our l'musé mhich wae f-airiy big;
they broke everyiing they pcssihly e.c-ulﬂ firati Ehﬁts at the
mirrors and smashed every pane of glass in the house (wa h:ﬁ wi th:
our two children of 2% and 3% years to go tn the local hotel for a
c_ﬂqple of weelks until fhe house was again habltable). After that '
‘we were both so u:mervaq’that we decided to go to Cork for a week-
end 'for'a_reatf e stayed in Turher's Hotel. ~ The cure was worse
than the disease as, during that first night Cork city was in an
‘uproar 'owj'_ng to the shooting’ of County Inspector Smith Kenny in
the Co. Club. We were glad to get back tc-lLi'Enmre again, but ﬂur.
movements were now more closely watched than.a.va_r after that.
Just before we were rgi.ﬁed my husband had been asked by Brnest
Blythe, (fhen Dirsctor of the National Land Bank'} to transfer to

the Land Bank. He sgreed to do so and we returned to Dublind

Si.gne&.: F‘w ﬁﬂ-c_; C }‘1 D -
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