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STORY OF THE EVENTS LEADING UP T0 AND THE

RAID POR ARMS ON THE KING'S INNS OF TUESDAY. 3
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On Horday, the 17th May 1920, the Dublin Law Clerks started

their famous strike for higher wages and better conditions. On
that.day I wae put in charge of a pickei of strikers 1o plcket the
Registry of Deeds, a-Gﬂ?arntnt office housed in The King's Inns,

Henrietta St., Dublin.

On my arrival with the picket about 10.15 a.m. I saw that a
military guard conﬂisting of a sergeant and 12 men of The Ghaahira
Regiment were on duty in one of the roems on the ground flnnr of
the pnrtian of building nearest to the ruins of the Linen Hall Bks.
and also that_ the discipline of the guards was very lax, as I was
allowed to talk to the men who were supposed to be acting as
sentries, and also allowed to go into the Guardroom and chat to the
men off duty. While in the Guardroom I ﬁﬂw a rifle rack containing
the 12 rifles of the sergeant and 11l men, the other rifle being witl
the sentry on duty; there was also in the Guardroom 1 Lewis machine-
gun: with 2 spare pans of ammuni tion and 2 boxes of Mills hand
greﬁadaa containing 12 in each box; also a field telaphnﬁa which war
connected with the militafy in the North Dublin Union who supplied
the guard; end the Webley revolwer of the Sergeant was.lying around

on the table in the room.

As soon as my piclet duty was over at 4 o'clock I went to Vice.
Brigadier Peadar Clancy and reported to him what I had eeen end he
asked me to give him e full written report and, if possible, a roug}
sketch plan of the layout of the building, showing in particular
the location of the Guardroom, and of the adjbiging atreets to the
bullding, and if any milipgrg posts were in the vicinity. I gave
him the written report and looked at the sketch. He asked me if I
could aerrenge for him to visit the building himself to check up onm
the report. I replied I wﬁulﬂ be eble to arrange with our Strike
Committee Chairman to have a permit issued to him as a solicitor's
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apprentice from the country who had business to do in the Regisiry
of Deede., I went bask 1.“; our Committee Rooms and explained the

mat ter to our Cheirmem éhu, I knew, was sympathetic to ue and had
soveral timeés given me auﬁacriptions for arms, and he immediately
wrpte out & permit authorising my picket to a;iow Mr. Charles
Kinsella to enter the Registry of Deeds to transact businees om
behalf of his amplnﬁar ; a fictitious name was given -~ who had
recognised the Union and had paid the rates of wages demanded on
behalf of his staff. As soon as our Chairman had signed the permit
he handed it to me and ﬁahaﬂ our venture success. I immedisately
got in:touch with Peadar and gave him the permit and he arranged tc
vieit the building next day, or the following dﬁy.

On Tuesday, 18th, one of my picket brought his pocket camsra
with him to take smaps of the picket. We went out to the front of
the building and first took the entire picket in two érnups; then
L we took a snap of some of the military and the Sa:gaant asked us tc
teke a snap of the Guardroom with all the arms and aqui-pmaﬁt. I
cpuld har&lx believe my senses when he asked for this as it was my
intention to try for a snap of the Guardroom, and es the sun was
then shining inte the room on the Lewié gun and rifle rack, I
thought such opportunity should not be lost, so0 the snep of the
Guardroom wae taken, and after three or four more snaps were tak&n,
I got the roll sent away fuf developing and printing, the prints
of which we received on Thursday, 20th. '

Meanwhile, Mr. Charles Kinsella {otherwise Peadar Clancy)
arrived at the Registry of Deeds on Wednesday, 1l9th, and explained
to me that he was a solicitor's apprentice frqm Ennia and was
whrking in his employer's Town Agent's office and wished %o transac
some business in The Registry of Deeds.’ I inspected his permmit frc
our Strike Committee énd it appeared to be in order, end .as he did
not know his way about the building, I offered t0 show him round.
On our way upatairq to one of the offices wﬁ passed by the end of

the passage to the Guardroom and I ahnwad.?eadér the rifle rack and
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poeltion of the m;cninm gun, while upstairs both of us chatted aboui
the prospects of raiding the Guardroom, anﬂLI tﬁlﬂ Him it would be
easy, as thé miiitarf seemed to be varr-lax.' ; aleo told him about
thelénaﬁs taﬁan.tha previous day and he was dselighted with the news
an@ stated ﬁﬂ‘;nulﬂ make no further move until he received a copy ot
thé sﬁﬁp. On Thura&ag'l sent one ufrthe pleket for the snaps and
when he returned with them I hended the soldiers coples of their
group and the Sergeant a copy of the Guardroom. I kept another cop;
for Peadar and handed-fha remainder to the owner of the camera, I
might mention that Peadar had handed me 5/~ when he was up to pay
for the snaps, and when I brought the snap of the Guardruam.dowﬁ to
him he wes delighted with it.

The next step was Peadar's appaafanca at the lst Bafﬁn. Counci)
meeting on Friday, 2lst May, at which I was present as 0/C. Cycliste
18t Batﬁn. Peadar spcke sbout the suggpsta&.raid éﬁﬂ it was
tentatively srranged that.it would be & ﬁattn. Job instead of a Coy.
job. "A" Coy. stated they only wanted any revolvers that were
captured as they héd enough rifles and ammnition, and after some
further discussions, the matter was put off'ﬁntil the next meeting
‘of the Battn., Council on the following Friday night. Meanwhile
~ Peadar was to discuss tha'matter with Brigadier Dick licKee and the
;Bt Battn., were to arrange for transport to remove the arms when
-captured to a safe dumﬁ. Aa‘tha 1lst Battn. had no réliahla fast
trensport, the 3rd Battn., who had transport, weralanntacteﬁ, and
they egreed to provide the tranapnrt;mn conditions that the 3rd Bn.
were to be. given the Lewls gun and all the ammunition for it. A
meeting of representatives of both the lst and 3rd Battns. was then
arranged and the matter was discussed in detsil, but the Erd.Battn-
8till persisted in their élaim_fur the Lewis gun and, unless they
got it, they would not provide transport. After a lengthy discussio
we, the representatives of the lst Batin., agreed to the 3rd Battn.
claim. ) L 1 :

At the lst Battn. Council meeting on 28th lay, Peadar again
attended and when the matter of the proposed raid came up for
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discussion he asked if arrangamaﬁms for transport had been agreed
on, a8 he had heard of the 3rd Battalion's clﬁim for the Lewls gunj;
he was told that after a lengthy discussion with representatives of
the 3rd Battn. we had agreed to give them the Lewls gun and ammn.
Peadar thenlanﬁouncaﬂ that both the Brigadier and himself had
discussed the matter and had provisionally agreed that their own
squad would be the men who would actually uarny'nut.tha raid and
that they would have the support of as many men as possible of the
let Battn., as it was the lst Batin. that had first given the
infnrmatinn to him and also that the raid would be in the lst Battn.
area. After a discussion with Peadar and all the members of the
Battn. Council,- we agreed to Peadar's suggestion, and a meeting of
all the Battn. Council was arranged far the following Sunday after-
noon, 30th May, at 3.30 in 44 Parnell Sguare. At this meeting fim’
arrsngémﬁnts:whre made as follows:~ Simultaneously at 3.50 p.m. on
Tuesday, 1st June, the men who Wﬂra§tn be the actﬁﬂ; ralding party
were to enter the huildiﬁg. These men waré George Fitzgerald in
charge of Vinny Byrme, Joe. Guilfoyle, Jim Slattery, Joe Byrme, Joe
Dolan, Bob Baxter, Mick yagﬁaaanﬁ one other whom I now, after 29
years, forget. George Fitzgerald would have with him Joe Guilfoyle,
Vinny Byrne, Jim Slattery end Joe Byrne. They were to come up
Henriettia 8%+ and enter the building through fha doorway under the
arched gateway facing Comstlitution Hi1l and Broadstone Station.

Joe Dolan and Bob Baxter were to enter the groundes at ihe gate
nearest to the Broesdstone Statlion and Mick Magee and the other man
were to enter the grounds st the gate at top of Up. Church S5t. and
these four men were to arrive at the same time as daofga Fitzgeral&
and his party in the building and one of them was to disarm the
sentry who usually was in the hall of the building. The transport,
cnngisting of two motor cars, was to arrive outeide the outer gate
of the building at top of Henrietta St. at 4 o'clock sharp. Sean
Prendergast, Captain of C/Coy. 1st Battn. was tﬁ bring his 12 men
into Henrietta St. and post them around to keep the street clear
for the transport to got aweay. Ssamus.xavanagh, Captain of H/Coy.
lat Battn., was ordered to bring 12 men up Henrietta 8t., and enter
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the budlding by the Pack.gate at 3.50 p.m, and prevent any of the
mil;tary gﬁtting-awamrth?ough thé rere. and I waﬁ_ordared to glve the
signal to the men to come up Henrietta St. as soen as the back gate
was opened at 5.45 p.m. for the clerks working 1p the Registry of
Deads to take out their bic@nlas: At exactly 5.;5 I gave the sﬁgnalg
and ﬂaw Georgﬂ Fitzgerald and his party walking'up the atreet, I
wont 1ntu the building by the hack gate and arrived at the passage 1
the Gquﬁroﬂm the same time as George and his men. Ho ordered one of
the men to take me piisoner and bring me into the Guardroom. The
party thanlwalkeﬁ into the Guardroem and ordered ﬁ}l the military -
about 8 or 9 - to put their hande up and turn their faces to the
wall. I was also ordered to stand with my face toltha wall and the
raiding party took from the Sergeant the keys of the rifle rack and
the Lewis gun;'thay eollected all the arme and ammunition but left
ona- of the boxes of M1lls grenades behind them anq marched out of
the room and bullding, but on going thrnﬁgh the door in the archway
one of them dropped a web bandolier with 25 rounds nE «303 in 1t
and the Porter of the'bui;ding, who was an sx—Britiéh suldier; threw
it across the saddle of my bicycle which was lying against'the wall
beside the doorway. When the raiding party had 1eft_the Guardroom
I wanted to leave, but the Sergeant warned me I wﬂuiﬂ be shot as
probably the raiders had leff scmeone behind to see: that they were
not followed. AaAfter a couple of mimutes the Sergeant went to
telegraph the N.D.Union, but the instrument had gone with the
raiders and es. I had, previous tp the arrivel of the party, cut the
telephone wires, he was not able to phone the N.D.U. so he tosk my
bicycle snd c¢ycled over to the N.D.U. and inebout five minutes we
had 2 lorry loads of troops who closed all getes and would allow no
one to leave until they had been questioned by their 0/C. Evﬁry one
of the gtaff In the builﬁing and myself and 10 of my picket were
questioned by the officer and we were then ordered to go. I asked
for my bike and the Sergeant told the officer that f had lent my
bike to hdm $o report the raid. One of my picliet ﬁﬂn'was out in
' Henrietta St. at the time of arrival of the reiding psrty ran off

d'own the street, and Sean Prandargaat ordered one of his men to
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follow him, but not to mﬂl&at him unless he was going to give
information to the police or military; he was follﬂwad to his home

fn Haddon Road, Clontarf.

Next dey, the 2nd Jume, I, with my picket of strikers, attended
as ususl at The Regiatry of Deeds, and about 11,15 a.m. a large
military car drove up anﬁ 4 officers, all brass hates, got out and
entered ths bullding., They had with them the Sergsant of the Guard
and he exyiaiﬁ&ﬂ to the officers how the guard was overpowsred by a
raiding party of about Eﬁ-ﬁﬂn all armed with rifles aﬁﬁ revolvers.
The Principal Officer, who, the soldisrs afterwards told me, wes
0/C. Dublin Garrison, asked the Sergeent who or what we were and
what were we Going there. The Sergeant replied that we were some
sort of a strike pickeﬁ and that I had lent my bicycle to him the _
previous evening to go to the N.D.U. to report the raid. I was then
called by the officer and asked questions of what mw.husinaas wes
there and if I could gi#ﬂ him a desaript;on ﬁf any of the rsiding
party, when I explained why I was there and what we were supposed to
be doing he replied with a few choice adjectives about the counify ir

éﬂneral and ﬁuhlin in particular, saying that "here we have law
makers, law breskers and law strikers, all bloody well bunched
together" and unless he took all then in the building including myse’
and my-picket prisoners, he would never get any information of any
value. ' -

So ended the reid on the King's Inns on lst June 1920.

Signed: Jerry Golden,
' 0/C. Cycliste Coy. lst Bn.
Dublin Brigade.

6th March 1949.

Annexed is a tracing from 0.8. of the building and sdjoining

streets showing the particular points mentioned herein.
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