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My first introduction tﬂ\.nﬂﬁiﬂml affairs was the .
Commemoration of '98 when I was present at the laying of the
M&tiﬁa stone in St. Etephen'ﬁ-s Green to Wolfe 'I'me-

_about 1900 or 1901 I.m'wpraamd"ghy a brother~in-law
of my own, Wiiliam Brennan (since deceased) to kncm' if I would
be willing to become a member of the L.R.B. He explained its
objects to me and I was a willing applicant for admission.

 The c¢lub to which I was introduced was named the

Thonas Clarke Looby '98 Club. The then Centre was’
James o'@annnrl Ha was a renmaantative for all Ireland of
the O'lears an m - The Eeeratary was :thn J. O'Brien,
en Anditor, whom I afterwards fm out was employed im
J. J. Reynold's Anditing Eetsblishment in Westmoreland Street.
The Preasurer wes John Moreissey, a Pairy Propristor in

Marrowbone Lane, fhose were the three officials of the Olub
 at that time. lMeetings were held in the Foresters' Hall,
41 Parnell Equare. ' Cd

%,

I was only two or two and a half years & member when
I wes myself elected Gentre of the Club at the request of _
those three officers, and held office from that timal as aantra_'.

&fter the eolebrations of 1898 & great ra.am-gallme Iw:as- X
amongst the younger olement in the cowntry, and my £irst job
was: 0 reorgenise the Club end introduee younger men into it.
48 the persomnel of the Qlubs at t;.hat time were all elderly
an advantage was taken of the severel Irish Ireland Olubs which
were operating in Dublin af that time. Among other activities
& @rill hall was opened in $trand Street under cover ;of, a
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Gymnasium, but owing to the attentions of the "G" Division, the -
then mteuﬁ?e Branch, it had %o be -g'banﬂenad." 'mﬁpﬁgat the
active clubs in Dublin were The Michael Dwyer Glub, The Red
Hsnd, The Oliver Bond, Napper ﬂzhmw Clubs, and The NeHale
Bramch of the Gaelic Ieague where was first started Iﬂghiniﬁhe
na hﬁrem who were the forerunners of Cumann na Ban,

The activities of those Dublin clubs extended all aver
Ieinster, Munster, and partly into the West. . Open ‘adr
eonecerts, seridheacht, eoncerts in gemfal,,eéilidht.'he, etc.,
Irish Ireland songs, dencing, etc. were carried out :ta revive

~the spirit of the men of '98, and to bring it forward into our

day for our ‘own movenents. In this way the G A.A. anﬂ. Gnalic
Inaa.gua were utilised by our members as organising pam:ﬂ. fﬂr
our re::ru:lting campaign.

My first break with the organisation was in 1916 when
I had tﬁ nm'renﬂar after the Rising. = I came back the fallawing
year and was re-elescted to my position as ﬂanm mi.ah I held
until the organisation ‘brake up after the ciwil War. 5

I Jjoined the Irish Wolunteers in 1913 gt their ‘inception.
) I knew of the formatien of the Volunteers before the fzneum'sn‘0;.1..':1‘5: was -
called in the Rink because the matter had been apak&n of amongst
members of the Centres Board. o '

I knew Gefinitely in the menth of Jemuary, 1916, that a
rising was to take place. &b that bime s member of the
 Supreme Gouncil, Sen Tobin, confided to me that the rising was
@efinitely going to take place. There were four tentative
dates arranged for the actual rising. The first was
St. Patrick's Day, 1916, on ﬂlie.h day a f‘ul.'l. armed maﬂa of thc
mblin Brigade was first held in Dublin., He told me that thd
arrangements would be in the event of the armas landing from
Germany, the rising would take place on St. Patrick's Enay,
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failing which it was to be postponed until Easter Bunda;r, again
falling which it was to be postponed to Whit SHnﬁay I we had
been again disappointed, finsl and definite arrangemants were
in hands for the insurrection to teke place without :f.'ail, with

or withnut @erman al'ma, on the August Sunday.

The erms @14 not arrive before §t. Patrick's Dey.
Eﬂ;ﬁn Tobin inforMim& that they.were to be lanﬂed on the
‘Goed Frldaey, 1916, and it was dﬂﬁﬂitﬂl&' arranged that the
" insurrection would tske place on Baster Sunday. Having this
information amd with a Iot of work to do in cﬂnnactinn with my
Wnluntaer Compeny and I.R.B., Cirele, I mmd wm-k on @F
Woedneaday ﬂithont the permission of my employer.

On the Wednesday I got a call té a speclial meeting of the
‘Dublin Centres Board at No0.2 Daweon Street.  The meeting was -
called by the Chairman, Mr. Bulmer Hobson, who mt that time,
while not being exactly under a cloud, the knowledge af the
insurrection had been kept from him because he had :I.meam of him
own that an mameetion at that time was wnng'.

Bhen the ordenr to attend this ma&tiné on Holy '.u:mraﬂ.uy'
.was redgiveﬂ: by the members of the Board, those of us frhn had

details were rather perturbed m to llhat the mae;-t:l.ng'wm to be
| about. TWhen we arrivgd on the Holy Thuraday the meuting was
to take plma at 12 noan, Hobson refused to give the meaet.ing
any ides as to why it had been called, stating,. since the
mnran.i.ng of this meeting circumstances hawe arisen which _
render the meeting unnaasasarr Several of the mﬂlﬁb&l:'ﬂ. asked
for further information on the matter and wanted to know what
was the nature of the subjeet they had been called there to
hear or dlsecuss, but he would not give any information to the
meeting, | . : ' .

Ammgaat others prea_an# at the meeting were, Georga Irwine,
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Seeretary; Dublin Centres: Board; P. J. Farrell;
Peader Kearney; Frank Gaskins; Christy Byrne (Lord Edwerd .
girele); George Lyons (Bmerald Cirels). | |

on. .'i'-ﬁat day .I had a miaaion tﬁ ‘carry out at No,2 Dawson.
gtreet, which was 0 introduce to Thomas MacDonagh, |
goumendant famon De Velera, I previously heving been asked by
Seén Tobin if I had any ides if De Valera was a member of the
"I.R.B. I sald as far as I knew he was not. '

on the Tuesday Sefn Tobin asked me could I speak to
De Veléra and ask him to attend at No.2 Dawson Street with me .
on the Holy Thureday, which he ﬂliﬁ:.' I had mentioned to
Pe Valera thé matter of his becoming & member of the I.R.B." at
the parade graunﬂ.,. Gamdén Row. We met at No,2 Dawson Street
on Holy Thursdey. I think it was as a potential member of the
I.R.B. that I introduced him to Thomas MacDonagh, and they
went into a private room. The result of the interview or of
what happened thereat I know not., I personally came to the
wonelusion that it was with the intention of having him a
gworn member of the I,R.B, in order that he could be aﬂd. would
be & trusted leader at some post in the Dublin ares. . At that
time I myself did not know to what post we would be attached,
| The unfortunate publication of the Proalaﬁatiﬁ_n uvar'ths
signature of Eoin MacNeill who was undoubtedly inspired by
Hohaon, called off and upset all the arra}ngamenta-fe:‘ the
Sundey morning mobilisation, | |

Being worried about my own rm_a_pcnaibilities, first to
my own Gircle and its members, secondly, to my own ﬂm,
WA" Srd Battalion, I went that evening (Sunday) looking for
infarmat':_r.on ag: to what was going to hgppen, knowing tha:t
there would be serious rennréuaaions particularly amung}.at the
I.R.B, members, | |
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I called to the home of Se&n Tobin, I think it was at
No.14 Hardwicke Street, in the afternoon. ~ He informed me that
the Military Gouncil were holding a meeting that night in his
house and that if I ceme back he possibly might be eble to.give
' me some information. Eate at night I went back. There were
some members of the Council then present, not alloof them, at
~the time.'I was .thére.' . The on:l.ar one whom I interviewed and from
whom I sought information, was Diermuid Iyneh., I understand
he was the southern representative on the Quprems gouncil at
that time. - He told me the full Council had not arﬁ.vad hﬁt
they would be discussing the whole situation and that information
would definitely be sent to my house at No.1 Lower Clanbrassil
Street, before the murning.

I r.liﬁ not see Tobin on my second visit to his house.
I saw Tom Bliar-lte .and also a mm'&agg Murphy, '--He was ﬁ
member of the Dublin Centres Board and was locked upon ‘as a4 very
trusted nwsmngar, who was always useful to have on hamd it |
anything imporitant was required o be sent oub. . No lnformation
came o m.v houge. If I had been continuing on in my |
employment I was due t0 go to Bray that morning in the course of
my employment, Believing, on aceount of not having i;-aéeifaﬂ
any information. that everything was called off for the i-.:tma
being, I decidsd to try anﬂ. recover my position by anticignting
the Mamager's orders, if there were any, and mten&:l.ng to leave
Harold's Cross at 5 o'clock for Bray to eam-r out my dnx's wOork.
I had onriections to the. Centre in Bray whom I locked up during
that dey ~ Mr. P, J. Farrell, I dscided I would esll to him %o
£ind out 1f eny information had come t0 him from the afﬂﬁers of
the Gentres Board or the Volunteer Brg_misa,tien; I failed to
n:nntan:ﬁ Farrell or any of his men, and came to the donﬁluaioﬁ
_that thej must be out on gome job. I deeided to cub ny, dey's
work short and drive back to Dublin, = |

I en.-riveﬂ. at Harold's Qross at abeut- 1,30 and on anturiug
'bhﬁ yarﬂ. one of the drivers Zave me the information that. the
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m:-act_ion had started and that the Volunteers were out all
over the city. . I asked him o hand in my -cash and returns,
which he refused to do, saying "¥his would be serious
‘afterwards as the Manager could impute anything to youw.  Gome

mm@tmm@iptmmmmcmg&hm“.' e

When I returred home there were two meubers of my own J

Company, John Watson Liake and Martin nallgh. who had not been
mobilised, walting at my house for me in ordsr to direct them.
Inthemauntim miialma&anginginﬁu unifjnmanem,
Denis McDonnell, arrived. He had been an ex menber of my own
Girele, who pleaded with me to sllow him to take part in
whatever was gﬂ.‘l.n_g- %0 happen. I agreed to let him do so.

I enguired from my wife as to whether any infarmation had
been left for me by either Captaln O 'Gonnm' or Eeﬁn Euilfayle.
she said, "No, but a sister of Sedn milfos'le'a had left word
with her td say that they were definitely goifg out and to let
me know they were mﬂbil:l.ainé at Barlsfort Terrace'. Aﬂmming
that this would be the nearest point of mahi;l.iaatiﬂn 'I' sent
over HcDonnell to Hareourt Street Railway Station to enguire for
either r}a.ptud.ﬁ D'ﬁbmm or Seén Guilfoyle, to tell tham or one
of them that I was hma and that :lmediatals' I cha.nged I would

be over.

He ceme back and told me there was no knowledge of either
one or the other at Harcourt Street Rsailﬁaar Station, that the
Citizen Army were in occupation, he had enguired if they knew
of the wheresbouts of A" Company, 3rd Battalion. They sald:
"No, posaibly they might be in Stephen's Green". Then I got
this information my wife told me that Barmarks Mill, off New
Street s Was oceupied by Volunteers. I said, “Right, E{&c, g0
- down and find out who ig i charge at Barmarks. Toll them
I sent you". He ceme back with the information that
Thomas Hunter, a fellow member of the Dubilin Centres ﬁaard, was
in command. ' ' |
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Cn aceount of the hostile element round the hﬂ'ﬂ.sﬂ, my -

wife was nervous of ramaining there as previous te m;f return
home part of the mob outmide was trying to burn her out and
threatening to direct the military to the house as soon as they
came down from Wellington Barracks. For this reason she asked
me to transfer some of the foodstuffs I had collected for her use
and the children during the insurreotion, to the home of her
mother in one of the side streets off Clanbressil Street -
Daniel’Street. Martin Mullen, John Blgke and HoDonnel1l
Tensined welting for me, willingly helping me %0 %rmgfer the
foodstuffs. _Mter I locked up and barricaded the door

I brought my three mén down and reported to Thomas Hunter,

It was then Hetween 3.30 and 4 o'elock. Hunter informed me
that he was after having trouble at the junetion of Few Street/
Kevin 3treet/Patrick Street, that soms ni‘wiliane:' hed been wvery
aggressive towards owr men and that they had attacked one of
the Volunteers and in order to save his life they haﬂ. ﬁo shoot
one of the eivilisns. He asked me to take my three men down
and hold the junction Of the streets: until he got further
:l.natructieng from his commandant in J&Eﬂh‘a Factory.

Later that evening I sent one of the men to rapart to
Captain Hunter that reinfareements were going from Baek Lane
into &hilp Street Barracks in very large numbers Emﬂ wha_t was
I to do about it, was I to open fire, we had not enough men to
tackle a large body like that, By the time he returned the
militery had all passed into the Barracks. That night;
MacDonagh instructed Captain Hunter 'tq evacuate our poa;l.#iﬂns:
and fall back into Jaccb's Factory, We @ld so, and I was given
a nﬂait:lont on the top of the _buildiné on the Peter Waét glide.
A& serles of windows overlocked: the Adelaide Hospitel and waré
in view of the Tower in the Castle from where we were under fire
on the Wednesday night by machine guns. WNo casualties occurred
among the men under my charge. - |

‘I then heard that a friend of mine, Patribic Nolan, 2nd
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Battalion, who was a member of my I,R.B, Club, had been shot by
Captain Colthurst. He had been taken by surprise hr the -
military at Delshunts Grocery Establishment and was brought
down on to the footway and sghot out of hand, 'This young man
had the pleasure of having recovered and. was afterwarda nurged
back t0 health in the Castle Hospital, |

. On the Wednesday there was a eycle party mispa{tcnea to
:attack rthﬁ troops swrrounding Clanwilliam House, vmic;l_
I understand was suceesaful, but unfortunately on its return
one of the party, 0'Grady by name, was shot by a sn;p:ar from
Sibley's at the top of Grafton Street. He died that night in
the fdelalde Hospital., That was the only casualty that
oceurred amongst the members of Jacob's garrison.

bl

We remained in our position at the top of the building on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, heing sniped at. occaasianaﬂ.lr
from the Castle.

We received orders on the Sunday morning that we were to
-surrender, I was a wltness that morning from my peat on the
top: mhare:r of seeing the motor car coming up to the ‘ba.uk
entrance at Jma‘b'a opposite the hoa.pi‘l'-al entrance rrm whinh
MacDonagh snd one of the Franciscan Fathers came 'hagk-wiﬂ}
Pearse's instructions, After some time an order . came u;:.: that

we were 0 attend on the ground floor of the Fectory, -that
Commandant MacDonagh and John MacBride wished to address the
Volunteers, |

We were late down at this parade and MacDonsgh had slmost
finighed his address to the assembled Volunteers. and I only
heard his last few words, which were: "Soldiers, you have
heard whet I have to say to you. You will, I know, obey the
ingtructions of your Commander-in-chief and surrender according
to his orders with the dignity befitting the cause thait you
have been here today to uphold",
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" HacBride addressed the assembled Volunteers then.
I cannot remember all he said, but he mentioned the fact that
he himgélf had hed the privilege of two days against the
tyranny of the British Govermment, one in South Africa, ami,
thanks be to God, tudw one in Yreland. He afterwards went on
to give advice and he sald: "I know my da? is over, but. some
among you may get another oppdrtunity some day as I have had
& second opportunity. Never be caught in the cities again
and never get within wells, Those amongst you who get the
opportunity, if and nhan you may, take to the open nmﬁrr
where you will have a m to risht"

Later on we got the order to assonble and march out to
Bride §treet where our surrender was to be teken by the
British Forees, Gensral Lowe was in charge of the troops: and
took our surrender. The reason I remember his neme is that he
tock en eutomatie pistol out of my holster end I asked one of
‘the men bohind me, saying, "I wonder who that officer isf".

He said, "I know him well, ﬁﬂ is General Lowe",

.In .the meantime while we were handing over our equipment
the members of the Marrowbore Lane Iﬂ.ﬁtillﬂrf contingent ﬁre
drawn up in Ross Road after their gurrender. We were murc:heﬂ
via Ghristchurch Plage, High Street, to Richmond Barracks,
Inchicore, all places through which we passed we were met with
& very hostile reception from a section of the eitlizens.

We were landed in Richmond Barracks; that was: on the Sunday
eévening. On Monday we were all paraded into what I aftari’p.rdb
fourd out was the Gymnasium in the Barracks. . Two Of the
Dublin Detective Force went through the whole room, anaompa.:ﬁ.aﬁ.
by military affimrs, pleking out men whom they thought or
assumed or rauognisad as 1eadars. Afterwards we were filed out,
our names snd sddresses tﬂan and marched back to our |
dmitnwiea. '
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e following day, Tuesday, twelve of us left the yard
%0 go to the Wash House and Seén HeDermott who sccompanied me
across was leaning on me, having being relieved by the military
| Of a stick he cerried on account of his infimmity. < I seld:
"We will walk together, Seén", . Bn. the way over by way of
donversation, T sald: "Well; that's all, Sefn. I wonder
what's mext?"; end in Feply he sald to me: "Sen; the cause
is 168t if Some of us are not shot", Those i@rﬂs seemed {0
have burned themselves on my mind and I'seaﬁeﬂ never to have’
forgotten them and never will. "Surely to God you do not
mean that, Seén, Man t things bad ewugh?“, I rq:liad.
"Ehey ere', he sald, “aa bed that if what T B8y ‘does not ‘come
tiue they will be very much worse". I did not realise at the
time his exact meamlag. I lived aftervards to reanse what
he actuelly meant.,

The rallwing morning, Wednesday, we were paraﬂaﬂ. very
early in the yarde @ocoa was 1ssued to all the men aaaamhleﬂ
- and we were also issuéd with two biscults and a small tin of
vhat wes then known as bully beef (cocked tin besf). - - We dia
1ot know what the meaning of this Was but ome of the soldiers.
informed us that we were about to be sent away to Englend,

In the parade in & rank behind me Sedn HcDermott was
atmiﬁé end I said to the Volunteer behind me: "Please change :
places, 8edn'is an.alﬂ. frieénd of mine, I Wuld"lﬂca t0o walk
down along with him because he can lean on my shouldep®]

The wﬂluntear behlind changed plmﬂ. While atanﬂ.ing waiting
for ‘the marah—aff, two Detective Officers, John Barton and Hoey,
wao were marching up by the side of the column, stamd forward
and toock HMeDermott out of the ranks, On ta_kiﬁg Ecmrmdtt_aut
of the rank Barton saild, "Sorry, S§eén, but you _t:an'.t get away
that eaay. There will ‘be"éix for you in the morning, I think“.
I took from this remark that Sedn would be facing the firing
sguad. the fﬁll&iing_ mm-ning._' I never saw McDermott in life
—— . o _ _ :
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We were marched down to the Karth Wall, put on a cattle
‘baat and landed in England. e were all huddlad ‘together in
the hold,, We landed that night :I‘.n. some part of Englanm
The n&:ﬁ plade' I found myself wae in an uﬂknm.d&aﬁnatliﬁn
which we afterwards discovered wae Knutaford Jall outalde
Manchester., We were hurriedly rushed inside the building and
put into separate cells, We were there for some three months.
We had 15 minmutes' exercise ‘per day in the parada ring,
marching three yaPds apart. Nobody was allowed to spesk,
nor were you allowed to0 have any speech with an;v other |
prisoner. We were not allowed beds or bedding; . there were
three ﬁlmnkﬂ' ‘An each cell on which we were lying- After pome
time one of the warders, Reardon by nam, :I.ll-treataﬂ
Seén MacDonagh with the reminder that “ym brother was . ahut
and you should be shot toa“ )

-~

After some months we were marshalled to go ta London ta
&p@aar ‘before the Sankey Commission. The bateh in which |
I wam, were housed in Wormwood Scrubbe Prison in London and
several days passed in ‘the emsmination of ali the prisoners
in the detachment that hadl come from Frongoeh. Ome Of the
commissioners, & Mr. Pim, happened to know me and I knew him,
J‘ustiﬂe Ea:nkﬂr waa: the Chairman, Fim was t.rsr:lng to make it
easy for me I'm sure. Your name and address were verified.
You were _aﬂked were you a Volunteer. I happened to be in
uniform. He sald: "I ses you are a mémber Of the |
Volunteers also. “You were mbbiiiaed on Sunday ﬁornj.ng“.

I a'aiﬁ.',."-”ms". "Of course, the umal-rnutin&_far”a.n ordinary
mobilisation, and you went out as in the nrdinarir course to
teke part in the usual Volunteer parade, I said, "Yos".

"Qf eourse, you &id not know that you wore sbout to fake “part
in an armed insurrection". My reply was: “jam-f'y to

aisagree ‘with you, but I"did know, and I went out with the
full knurla'dge that I was goin;g t0 take part in an armed
insurrection”, S | S
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Martin Mullen and I agreed that this was the right
thing to do, te admit it, otherwise we would be l&‘hting down -
our leaders. Hm.'a; was passed along to us as we were going in
not to mention that we knew anything at all about an ermed .
insurrection, that it was simpla' & Volunteer parade. The
Chalrman said: “‘6311, I think, that will be ell, Mr. Marphy,
thanks very ——

W were brought back to Frongoch,  Some tima after that
there was a sorting out 'of priaﬁnersj. Some got i-aléasa and
others econtimed Mterﬁmnt. I have a note é.t home sent to
my wi.fe 'br Patrick Hayden, M.P., in which he stataﬁ that a -
request had been sent to the Home Eem-atarr 'bar thraa mewbers
of the Britlsh Parlisment at that time, Alfie Bs:t.'.nﬂ, Hayden and
Larry Ginnell, for my melesse. The Homé Secretary referred:
"He regrets very much that Mr. Murphy must be kept in
aontimious internment",

The ordinary prison life went on in the camp.  There
were several iﬁeidents hamening.frm time to time; one, the
meeting of mambara of the I.R.B, from varim parts of Ireland,
This mating was held in the Y.M G A. Hut. 1. was not at the
firgt meeting as I had not been swmoned, Willism 0'Neill
who was a member of my eircle bhject.ed to the meeting being
held in my absence. The meeting edjourned till the following
day and I was ﬁumonéd'fu attend, General m:l.c:ahy was s
Cheirmen, With him at the head of the table was Micheel Gollihs
who acted as Secretary, also Michael Staines, Gearsid 0'Sulliven,
Stephen Jordan (athenry), '

I questicned the aguthority for calling the.ﬁanting and
I asked for information regarding the bons fides of the members
present. @General Mulcahy replied that every member could be
wouched for, I suggssted that we repew our Qath of Allegiance
 and General Muléshy agreed but said that unfortunately he did
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I sald I could do it as I had done it

 before, and all those present venewed their oath.

not know the formuls.

. 'I'hﬂ object of calling them together was set 'm_:.t by
Kichael Collins: and that was to obtain their names and
addresses so that they could be used as lines of communication
in further aectivities ifr-and when we were released.

_ Another end prineipel item to which I would like to
refer is the "No Name and Ho Huni_ber- Strike"., I‘hal.tf was a strike
we had in the camp in which we denied our identity.

4after the release of the first portion of Enisoners of
which I mentiomed earlier, I held the position of Quartermaster
on our own staff in the camp. In that pnsitién I ,'waa in
continuous contact with the British Staff Officers of the
Camp getting and receiving supplies for the men. In this
connection when echanges of underclothing were mcem.ﬂg I sent
the prisoners upu to the Quartgmnamtef‘a: stores for the change
of m&eraloﬁhing} bhrae prisoners were lﬁiasﬁ.ng a_i_ae night at
- roll ﬁall. ‘They were three brothers nsmed King, The ’
following dey when going up to the British stores I asked
ceptain Burns who acted as British Quertermaster what had become
nlr the three hrothers King. "I should not tell you", he sald,
"I'm not suppesed td, but they are gone to I.sndon.'-__. An order
wag sent down here to get seven of your priscners 'sent' to
London for. interrogation®. | o

I ceme beck and reported to Michael Collins, Michael Staines
Eafmy'ﬂ'ﬁ*iml]&. and Diek Mualcshy who were members of .nur Camp
Gouncil.  On comsidering the matter we came to the conclusion
that the British were trying to recognise some of our men who
had been resident in Britain prior to the. inswrrection 0 as t0
eongeript them into the British Zrmy. In order. tﬁ protect
these men it was decided to start a ".Ha Neme and No Number

Strike",
¥
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| There _wa;a manaternﬁtion in the Camp the f_ollmériné day

_ when the British uthorities came in to take the um;tal check
up: on the list of prisoners, call out the Eaat and cheel: over
generglly. beody would apply for Yetters wait:l.ng for them.
Iy number was 731 J‘uhn l.!luxtt_:-hy, and slthough I was wall known
smongst the ofﬁcerm I reﬁmi to answer, and capta;in Burns
came over to me and ‘sald, "What's the matter with :;au, ﬁeém'?“
"There 1s some 1mportant post waiting for you hﬂ!‘ﬁ"’ '
The following day the same thing went on.  None nf the
primara mld answer to his name or number for a:j::.r post or -
packages waeiting for them,

f

After some time we were all marshalled eout cm the Sguare
‘b:,r the British Commandany, the Camp having been surrnund.eﬁ by a
detachment of military with much:l.ne guns, He tulfl us that he
considered our conduct mutinous and that he was not going to
gtand for matiny. I amongst others, told him thailt we were
not going to stend for any of our. comrades being tfaken from
amongst us to be forced into the Eritish uniform, éhaacauaa
those men had. risked their lives in the fight for freedom in
Ireland and &art&inly would not submit to be foruédl_ into the
"British Army even at the risk of their m lives, [am:'l that we
were standing by, everyone of us, for their prntsf;stium'
'.Ehe_troupa were withdrawn and we were allowed to g0 back into
our dormitories. - @& hunger strike originated a:f‘t:ilé!r that
which lasted.for three days. Fﬁthex_' gtafford, a:; Cheplain,
.came in _at the end of that period and r&mm?a;tnata{i with usi and
tried to induce us to give up the hunger mtrike. | -

o

me. late Gaaféiﬁ. 0*Sulliven who was mongst; us,
addressed Father Htaffor&l, and he yﬂiﬁted out 'Bhﬂ‘l reason why
we were on hunger sirike and why we were cppﬂsing the commands
of the British Commandant. F&ﬁler Bt&ffﬂrﬂ'. bad 'sald that
by continuing the hunger strike we ‘were risking our lives,

‘particularly the lives of very meny emongst us who might be in
- |



ET A
- inferior health, and in hig remarks the late ,

Gear6id 0'Sullivan quoted Father Stafford's own words, and
in 'replyiﬁg seid that we were carrying out what haé, been
“Graatar love than this nul'mm hath

one g&&at Man's dietum
Father mafi'orﬂ. '

then he lay down his lifE for a friend".

retired.

The following day a British Sergeant-Major came in to
tell us that everything was alright, that no more f'a:ttemts

would be made to teke anybody away, and "Por God’s: seke, come

and eat ﬁmnathing“ The strike was. then eallad"éff and we

were left alone fram that until our final releasen Just
Before Christmas Ewa, mna. _ - i
i

smnxép%‘-‘?ﬂf
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