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In 1914 wer lived at Park Placa, Ialanﬁ.bridgef My hﬁi.a.ham,
Frank Fahy, was on the staff of Gkaﬁtlelmock Gnlleg,a. A:Jlmoﬁt every

Sunday might some of the hoys visited us, Sean Hmamatﬁ, Ned Daly,
E,Ba-mus- D'ﬁhﬂlivﬁn, Con Gblﬁe;ft, George Irvine, Finn Ly'nch' ‘Gearoid
0'Sullivan, Denny McéCullough, Liam Glarl?a.l They often ‘b:'brught thei r
friends elong; werera like one hﬁppy ﬁémilw. As soon as| I heard the
tap-tap of Sean's stick approaching I was at the dacr. Eéan was
always joking. | I never saw him in a bad humour; he was the mos:t
loveble character of the lot. He ﬂﬂulﬂ sizs up a man at a glanne. It
was in August 1914 t‘hat Sean and Con Gnllina came to stay with us at
my people®s home mear Tralee for 8 short holiday. I drﬂ?e.lﬂaan in a
pony trap to Ballyheigue Strand. On our way we met Maurice Lawlor
he was cutting corn in his father's field. He came along al;nﬂ oen: the
strand not far from where Roger Casement landed later in 19‘16 Seen -
gave us an.exhibition of revolver shooting. Maurice had anl old hat.
He put i*ea down for a target. Maurice still has that hat. lﬁﬁu&m_
delighted in playing tricks on you; at qna Christmas Abnachlliha tried
to get awey from g pompous bors by introducing him to me and was jusi
going off when I whispered "I see your little game, Sean'. llﬁa
laughed heartily. | ' \
' \ |

John Daly :-::f.' i.imericl’e. gtayed with us .an a vigit to ﬁ.ubl%.m He: |
could enly get about in a wheel chair. -We were never tired :I'_:istar-n-
ing to his stories and his prison experiences. ﬁiaa, too, was ila most
lovable character and full of fun. We e:_:r-jc{ved everything in-;ifhhosa
days. We needsd mo coaktai-la to help us to enjoy life. | i 4

_ . | P
Some time in 1914 I joined Cumann na mBar. - We attended ili'.':.rst

aid classes. We had r.lr-.:l.ll. and riﬂe-_préctice; . At home in Pa:%k

Flace we practised with an air rifle énd the friends had & grﬁ.jat

| time competing. I am afraid we 1eft a nﬁ.ce-ﬁlzed hﬂlﬂ in the w&ll

it was lucky we didn't get t.hr%ﬂgl to the mext house, as our {I
neighbours were Bz_'itiah. Frank brought in the first rifles_anil
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and ammunition at Howth, 26th July 1914. He wes at the landing

: : '
of rifles at Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow on the 1lst of AuguTt 1914.
S8ean McDermott: guarded twn'R.I;G. men at the bridge of Kilcoole

' ' . l
We were with Liam Mellowes in Sean Broderick's house,

vhile the others were wading out for the rifles.

Athenry, dn.Sunﬂay in July 191%, when the order to iea%ﬁllreland
was resd to him. As Frank was on holidays Liam asked him to
carry on drilling local volunteers, _Haarly every day %E cycled
many miles to various: areas; some nights when ha'finieﬁad.it ﬁas'
s0 late we decided ﬁgiatay in Liam's tent in Ballyb&ha%an. _The

. people were very kind to us; it was often 1 a.m. when i cycled

back to Loughres, two R.I.C. men following us. We aﬁjnyad our
. l -
holiday immensely. |
g |
I remember marching with Cumsnm® nas mBan to Bodenstown on
|

June 20th 1915.

Bome time before the Rising, 1916, Liam Mellowes, returning
_ ! -
from Englend, came to our house disguised. That night GPH
Colbert and Liam Clarke called; they were so pleased to %ea~Liaml

. : _ 1
‘they spent the night singing rebel songs end never minded the

Brigfish on either side of us. They also had pillow figh#s;nnhndy

1

at night by motor cy&lﬁ combination. ) !

‘On Wednesday, 19th April 1916, Commsndant Kent came to our

. |
got to sleep that night. A week later Liam set out for Galway

house and asked me to take an important and urgent message to
Lerry Lardner, Athenry. I was tn_traﬁallnﬂxt marning; Haiy
Thursda&, and bfing baék 8 ?aueipt « When I arrivad in Aﬁhenry
I went to Sean Brodericlk's house and was informed that Laﬁry had

gorie to Dublin by early trainm. They expected him back same night
' |

I decided to await his return. In the evening I grew anxiuus and

asked to aee Eamon Corbett of whom.I had hﬁard Liam.Maliﬂwéﬂ
apeak very highly. I told Eamon that I had an important m%ssaga

for Larry Lardner and if he didn't return on the last traiﬁ I

would entrust the message to him. Larry didn't arriwve, 80 Bamon
. ¥
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got the message and gave me & receipt. I returned to Dubli% on the
midnight trasim, got in at ¢ a.m. Good Friday, gnt a cab (a qary ﬁirty
onej. At Parkgate the wheel came off. I haﬁ to go the remainder

of the Jﬁurnﬂy on foot. Commandant Kent calleﬂ at moon. I tnlﬂ:himﬂ

 what
/ I had dome; gave him the receipt and was greatly. ralieved Whan he

gpproved my action. I learned later that the message was an| order

for the rising in Athenry area.

]

On Holy Saturday, April 22nd 1916, I was occupied most of the

g

dey making green.collara for some of the volunteers. We wen? to

early Mass and Holy Communion Easter Sunday, expecting to gn!oum at
. e

noen; it was only then.we Yearnsd thgt the Rising wes off, ?Ei

Mondey Frenk got word. Wiss P, Morkam called for me. I locked up

the house, tnok!my dog and canary to ty aister'{shﬂ was Matrnn of

. the Sanatorium, Pigaan House) T told heyr the Volunteers ware going
o a route marﬁhlund that thara wage a possibility of their bﬁ&ng

attacked. I was going to attend the wnuaﬂad and asked for inﬁinﬂ
and bandages. _Shé told me I wes crazy. I was only half an hkur
gone whﬁﬁ the shnta-rang nut.. I had ‘some difficulty gﬁtt&ng tﬂ

Blackhall Place. Other members of Gumann na mBan were there.. As we

did not get any definite orders some of went to anry Dixon' slhnusa}
Cebra Rosad's The place was barrinadeﬁ. Wh e Xxpacted the hriﬂgﬁ to be
blown up and e xpected work to doj nﬂthing heppened that nighﬁ.

Oon qusday'I went with some of the members to the G.P.0. |I met
Sean McDermott; he was ¥m his usuel goed form; we were sent on to
. : i
the Four Courts. I was glad to be with Frank. Un our way th&re the

peupia cheered us. 'ﬂhan we got to the Four' Gnurts we were tal& to

take over Father Hathew Hall for the wounded. We did and the i -

Capuchins did &ll they could to help us; there were aom51#nunﬂéﬁ to
i
be looked after. o _ i
. - | | |
On Thursday I returned to the Four Courts. I was not lnné'
there when the Helga started to shell the place. I couldn't gét
back to Father ilathew Heall, - the rifle firing wes so great. I palpad

|
with the cooking etc. Un.Eriﬁay a goat strayed into the green|of

& i
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© t0 be quite cool until I got to the hotel.. !

L , 4.’ L |

the Courts. I milked it so we bad grand tea that evenmg'l, a changse
from condensed milis xnn Priday night the rifle f_ir:l.ng walb not quite
g0 bad. but the sky was all 1it up. I thought every placéll ground us
wae on fire. On Saturday Frank told me to get back to Fa{;.har' ia thew

Hall before the military took possession. We were very &iasxmnﬂaﬂt

when we heard of the surrender. 'l

' - : : . L
I heard Frank telling the men to cease fire but %o stick to
|
thair guns. He was then on his wa:,r to 't:he gate with a British
Officer (prianner in the Courte) and hed sent for Comdt, Ned.Daly.

Later I saw Ned without his awpp:‘t. He just shock his h:ead.e]

:1
I returned to Father Mathew Hall; when .thasr heard ab:éu?l: the
surrender they didn't believe me. Frank called to the Iiall.ll to say
goodbye: to me. '.“Aa you are: out now" I said"'dnn t return".i! He told
me he hed given his word and should ba with his men. That. ';'Ha t.hﬂ
1agt I saw of him until the Autumn when Madge and Agnes Halyl of
Limerick tock me to Portland Prison to see him (they.were al‘,}waya ver
kind to usy. I shall never forget seeing him in prison ganb"_l.' we

were only allowed half an hour with two warders. present. I pretende
; _

On the Saturday night of the surrender I helped to take Iilsomﬂ of
the wounded %0 R?:Lchm::nﬂ Hospital. Mrs. Conlon and myself returned %
the Hall ag some of the yﬂunger girls were there and we thnught they
might be nervous, as British were surrounﬁing th&lplac&- Hex’ll-.
morning, Sunday 30th April, we mingled with the people going #1_: Mass
and escaped. M‘ter Mass I went to the Pigeon House Hasgital'a!ltaysd
there a few days; it was dreadful hearing the reports: of the |
executions and then Frank's sentenoa cf ten years. I Knew what tan

years in Portland Prison would be, having heard all about it from

John Daly of Limerick. After Frank's sentence I went to Hich.aal

Foley's house: (Gothic Lodge) in Cabra Road., Nora Foley came w:llt—h me
. |. |

$o our house in Park Place; it had been looted; mar clothes and 'I
portatnle furniture were gana. I returnei with Nora Foley and slgem:'

a few nights at their home. I spent one night with Mre. T. Glak'ke
l

in Richmond Road.- After selling the remnants of furniture and
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giving up the house, I went home to Kerry. One day & neighbour met
me and started to sympathise "May God help you in the beginning of
your daﬁrs._ I am sorry for you". "Please don't be sorry %or- me"

I seid "I am very proud of my husband. .

As ell my clothes were gone I wore my Cumenm na mBan uniform
- most of the time. One day in Tralee a M.unster"-fusiiiar- ﬁexls- orr

furlough, saw me in uniform, jumped out on ﬂm road and aailutaﬁ;“

Thaet Summer the Dalys of Limeridék invited Nora Ashe amd myself.

to spend some weeks with them in Kilkee.

I' stayed in-.Kiarrar until the men were released in June| 1917,

' Signed:

- Date: {j‘f g&ggeﬁ {?éff.

. oA /
Witness: »Pmd«ma.aq,

- BUREAU OF MILITARY H137DRY 1913';5
BURO STAIRE MILT T4 1013.21

NOn. W-S- :L_Q'L |
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