g

. BUHEAU_IDF MILIT2RY HISTORY 1913-21
RURD STAIRE KILE“TA 1913-21°

NOo. W.S.

£

ROINN COSANTA.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21. ' f

STATEMENT BY WITNESS

DOCUMENT NO. W.S..29%: . ...

Witness
lir., Joseph Doolan,

147 Harolds Cross Road,
Dublin. :

ldentity

nerber of 1f3a"siedatisEre a

) Sﬁbjut
{a) Howth Gun-running 26th July 1914.
(b) Easter Week 1916 - Sounth Dublin Union.

Conditions, if any, stipulated by Witness

Nil.

File No. .5:1244- A

Form B.5.M. 2,




#F o

\_a_.,h.hbﬁ:q.__ﬂ_ e

| w3 AN ‘ 1 BUREAU GF MILITARY BISTORY 1913-21
' R \G‘N BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21
' O . L_Bf ‘No. W.S. 9g -

' JOSEPH_DOOLAN, 147 HAROLD'S CROSS ROAD, DUBLIN.

I was reared in a good Irish home a.tmosphe_rafl. My father

was a Parnellite.’ My maternal grand-uncle was a poor scholar

“and a hedge schoolmaster.

I was. a member -of the local hurling club in éffaly' where
I was born, and on coming %o Dublin I continued my hurling

activities with one Of -the Dublin hurling teams (Faughs).

In 1914 when the Volunteers were formed in Larkfield |
I joined immediately. I was in “A" Gompany, 4th Battalion, of
which Bamon Ceannt was Captain, Seams 0 Im:rc:hadha ‘became
Captain some time later on Eamon Ceannt's i:-:-mnntiﬁnztn
Gﬂmamm_lt; Harry Hicholla,' 1st Lleutenant; Tim D%Brian,
2nd Lieutenant. ' S 3 '

The mpa:l:. importaht event that took place b,aa,;‘cr:;a the
Insurrection was the Howth Gun-running on 26 July, 1914,
Our Gompany, which was the last Of the column, mamh.'?& from
Pairview Park, the drill ground of the ist Battalion'l, to Howthe

' When we arrived at the Railway Station, Howth, w:e we::;-e halted,

and saw a 1little white yacht moving into the harbour.
Inmediately the yacht went in, we got the order to "double-
quiei: march®™, The leading Companies went up the pie%:l_‘.‘.at the
double. When we reached the pier famon Ceannt halted us and
gave the command - "allow moO person either to enter or leave
this pder®. _Mtef about four minutes a Police Eergeént and
two Constables came along to the pier and were refuse::':l admission.
'I‘hear then demanded admitiance in the King's name, dbut ' '

Bamon Ceannt laughed at them, saying :-~ "In the name of the
Republic you will not be adnitted until this little operation
is owerh, Then they went away and the next thing we saw was
z;oeket signals from the Police Barrax_:ka._ | The c:olaur -::-f one r\;.n:f'.
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the rockets was blue.

aAfter fhia & Qompany of Volunteers wm'th rifles, came down
the pier to relieve us. We moved up tg g@t'wer.rifleg from
the yacht. After receiving them we loaded a hand-cart,with
a:mﬁmlit:_i.on which boy scouts took charge of, Th.e mment tha. boat
was: eleared of its valuable cargo the column was l'i:ned up and

marohed into the city, "A" Compeny being still at the rere.

‘When we came to Fairview the military and police held tha road

against us.  Ceannt immediately gave the order "Gnlunm ahnut

turn", marching us up a side rnad which tock us to the H&lahide

Road but still’ c.ﬂntinuing our journey to the city. The@ military
and police also got the order "sbout turn' and they switched on
to the Malshide Road, thus meeting us face to face 'againL

The naxt thing we haa:rd was a palice officer giving the
order to the police to disarm us. The police were not hrma¢ |
About four or five of them refused to obey the order. _The;r told
the police officer that they would not disarm us and rerzju.séd to
stir from where they stood. . The police then ret.ire:i and the

military came forward (Scotilsh Border Ragiment} !

There were many orders and counter orders on both aidﬂs at
this particular time which led to g general state of confuaion.
Whilst our Gnmna:rw faced the military the ofricers at th.eu rere ’

aﬂ‘mlsad the rest of the column to disperse quietl_v thraugh the

grounds: of the O'Brien ‘Institute. Now the Cormandant ca:_ne_ forward
and told the officerk in charge of the military that if t]ll‘hEI'E was
any more opposition he would order his men tn load their i*iflea.

At the same time he drew his own 'Peter the Ppinter' rwclver.

# shot waa fired but I do not knw who aﬂtually fired the ' shct ’

" nor do I know if it had any effecty ‘The militar:.r and" poliee were

then ordered %o return to Barracks. We followed the ras.t, of the
column into the grounds of the O'Brien Institute and made our Way.
home safely without further interference.

Shortly after the Howth Gun-running I joined the I.R, .
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being sworn in by Commandant Bamon Ceannt at Larkfield drill

~ ground. I do not recollect the name of the circle but . -
Bulmer Hobson was Eearétary of it. Others imﬂ.pdediﬂgmcn Geannt,
Pat B;.rrné, Beumas 0O Lﬁmch@a_ and Seumas Foran. ahqut: this
'I:._ime I was appointed Sergeant, No. 1 Section, "A" Gm@ﬂny. _

In 1915 the ?uluntvaer Exeﬁu‘bi?e organised a Eir:s_t Aid
Jection for thaJBr:_igade c:ansist_ing of three mén from e:';!ach
Gompany.  Into this section I with two others ‘of my Company
were drafted. We went through 'a course of nine 1ectu%-e$, after
which an examination b:,r a doctur was. held in Whit&friaf Etréet
Schools, Se4n Byrne of ‘bhe 3rd Battelion tock first plme, and
I think I came aecond.

Barx_!r Gannon of St. John's anbulance Brigade was appointed
_ Battalion Officer of First Ald, and I was appointed Serére_ant.,

which necessitated my giving up my rifle.

In November, 1915, Gonmandent GCeannt ordered a roﬁlte march
to the Pine Forest, each men to carry one day's retion. | He put
" us through military exercises and when all was over he lu.nea. up
the whole Battalion end gave them a short talk in which he said,
"On c.oming 111: the road I hear:it you singing - , !: .

'Elmne'have come from a land beyond the .s_ea'

Well, the time is not far dlstant when they will have o shame

that boast or prove it _trﬁa." He then stressed that we WSE‘:."B to
obey every mobilisation nrﬁ.er- ermptly as from this day un.

"Any such order may be the serious ons. I myself do not 1-:1;01: when
that order may come, but I do know it cannot be far distant,

We have organised a fund in America '_1;6 look after the wiwea;i and
dependents of thosé_mhd will go down, and each man is to hand. in the
name of his dependents to his Gompany Captain immediately. |
Prepare yourselves for the day and put' your souls in order'™,.

.There wae a general.order mobilising all Volunteers for
Easter Sunday, 19;1',6. _‘4’.‘111_3 instruction we golt was to cbey orders,

we were told nothing else. Aafter seeing the ¢amell'aﬁinn in.!_ the
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"Zunday Inﬂ.ependent“ we were upset and 4did not know& what to do,
We got in touch with Captain Seumas ¢ Ht:rchadha who, told us to

hold ourselves in readiness, that the order was o:nly pnstponea.

mhuut_'g o'cclogk on Monday morning I got my nmb';-ilisaﬁan
obder for lLarkfield, Kimmage, to parade at 10 ﬁ'eloci:,.annI went
to Larkfield in uniform and on arrival there I was: - sent out to
mobilise recrults who had joined up the previnus week = egight in
all - with 1nstructions to be back at Larkfield at 1L..Eﬂ o'elock
a.nmn. at the 1&1‘.6&1‘.. I did the full mobilisation’ and could not
get back on -r.:l.me as I was dela:.red. by almost everyone I met
stopping me and asking "was there anything serigus afqot.?_“.
Df'ems&, my answer was "I don't know'. When I got fb:;ck to
Larkfield my Compeny had moved off; however, I was told to
follow on to Bmerald Square, Dolphin's Bern. At Emerald Square
all had moved off except a small contingent, I fell iﬁ with them
and marched to Ec-ui:h Dublin Union, front gate Fames's E'treet.
My own Gompany hac'l. at this time taken up its pcsiticm which was
the Distillery, Marrowbone Iane. Hamon Ceannt had gone on
shead with "B" Company and entered the South Dublin Union by
- the Rialto Gate, : '

When we arrived at the gate there was a lorry staﬁding' .
outside laden with hand grenades of a very crude type {maﬂﬂ up in
eocoa: tins with the fuse a couple of inehes out over the. 11:1},
Berbed wire and all typea of tools and implements. Eamqn Ceannt
opened the gate, the 1arry passed in and was examinaﬂ., then the
horse was taken from under it and hrcught away.

_'_T]'J.é ﬁpgeil.u& Bell rang out on the a,ir' at that. mcmant.l:l
. L_“:eann-b_ turned to us and said: .' "We should hear_a:ti emlasit;n any -
minute" (we were afterwards told that the Volunteers were to b low
up the Megazine Fori, Phoenix Park, at 12 noom}; but no e;r.;nlosion
oceurred. We heard the military band Pplaying in Richmond L
Barracks and Ceannt observed - "they know nothing sbout usg yeth,

-~ Suddenly the music 'ceased;. then all the entrances. were strongly

barricaded.
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At sbout 12.25 pom. a column of British soldlers from
Richmond Barracks advanced on the city. Cathal Brugha had
already giﬁen the order "that the Volunteers were not tq fire
until the whole column came in'wiaﬁ“. The advance guaﬁd passed
on to the main gate of the Union, halted, and fired somﬁzahots at
the wiridows of the Board Room which were not replied.to;? As éaon
~ as the whcle_column”cama in viBW'th; Volunteers. fired ﬂnitham.
They broke and ran helter-skelter in every direction for shelter,
firing at rendom ‘as they fled. After some time we heard an .
officgr_tryiﬁg to muster his men. Some sniping ncaurréd causing
ocur first casualiy, Seén Dwana-being killed in the field ﬁhere
the Corporation houses now stand at Mount Brown. Some f%rther

fighting took place before the British withdrew,

Vhen Commandant Ceannt entered by the Rialto Gate hé placed
- Captain George Irﬁine'and gbout twelve men in position to?&ef&ﬁﬂ "
that.antraﬁce, - The British now attacked the men at thia;
entrance and occupied the Rialto Flats for that purpose, %hilst
others crossed the haundafy wall of the South Dublin Unioﬂ.'

- Fighting was very severe at this point, gra&ticaily-all thé men at
this pcinﬁ.baing either killed or wounded whgn the afficaréin
charge declided to surrender, |

| Towards evening I was sent to Sewnas Kenny, who had ﬁsseived
a.severé injury to his knee. He was lying on the ground, hn
lgnard at an avenue leading %rom tha-Hospital and Convent tﬂithﬁ.
front entrance. As I came along a Company of about twentyz.
soldiers in charge of an cfficér.cama down the avenue at th% double
Scumas took steady aim gnﬂ fired; they broke and fled. With the
exception of sniping that finished the Pighting for londay. |
Bach night of the week Geannt snd Brugha called ailthe meﬁ :
together, gave a short account of what Iiad h&ppene:i Iduring t:;aa day,
rosary was.reaiﬁed and praysrs said, anﬁ,all r@tired fcrftheinight.

~ fbout 5.30 on Tuesday morning we were attacked by heavy
rifle fire, which lasted sbout half an hour. Eraﬂk.Burkﬁ was
killed in this attack, which I think, came from the Inmates' |

L] :
1
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Dining Hall in front of the Night Nursing Home. With the
exception of heavy sniping there was ver:r,r llttle fighting on
Tuesday. This lull w&s utilised by the Gonnnandant to put the
Night ;&I‘t_n-sing Home into a proper state of defence, barbed wire
entanglements and barricades being erected at every point of
'danger.' ;l:n_f_;he passage way at the rere of the Night mmai'ng
Home and 'lea&ing to the paint shop, the Gﬂamandant'painted._ the
warning “B-i- 'do thost".  Towards evening &amon Ceannt's ﬁespateh-
. rdder, Nellle Doherty (later Mrs. Gﬂma.n} arrived with a massage

from G, P. 0. Headquartsrs. _ : _ i
-] ’ ‘

With the exception of spasmodic ghooting nothing a::durrad'.
-::n'weﬁessiay Thursdey morning opened very q_uietly, all was still
until about 2 t::r“ar:.-.'l.ﬂ:.u:*.-]:,*"t The enemy now launched a fierce attaek
in an effort to dislodge us, I would here refer you to the
emlﬂsure “Story of Buuth Dublin Union" written bg' me a '
aonsiderable nurber of years ago, wh::.ch deserihas the fight on
that day. Af'ter the fight on mursd.ay it was observed that a
picture of the Crucifixion hanging an the wall opposite 1.:11&
windows was 1léft untouched althﬂugh the mra.ll all round was: t»m:n
with hullet marks. Captain Douglas, Hremh <iullen and sg,uaﬂ-
leader Bob Evans were wounded during thi#s fighting.

Hell:.e Boher’hy arrived with a despatch from Headquarters on
Wednesday and again late on Tmirsday evening, '

&l1 was quiet on Friday but we could hear the hea:v;r guns
fjring on O'Connell Street; and during Thursday night and ETid.a:r
we could see the fires that burned down the centre of the ¢it;r,
During the day we observed the inmates and patients being remwed
| t0 a distant portion of the building, &bout 3 o'clock I h-ad
occeasion t0 see Commandant Ceannt and found him in a room at| the
head of the stairs., I knmked, opened the door and saw him
- kneeling in the room, his Tosary beads in his hand, and the tears
running down his cheeks. Without disturbing him T ret_ir-ed.

With the exception of very slight sniping Saturday was |
quiet. | |
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Nothing happened on Sunday until after midday when
Commandant Tom MeDonagh accompanied by one of the Fathers frcm
the Church of §t. Mary of the Angels, Church Street, carrying a
white flag, approached the huilding' ani was admitted. ’.Iﬁl&:,r _
remained for some tiie in corversation with Comnandant Céannt.
On their &egarture the Commandant called us together, tniﬁ.'ua of
the unconditional surrender of Headquarters in order to EE_EI.‘D'E the
lives of the citizens; of his discussion with McDonagh and
their decision to agree to an uman&'itionai surrénﬂ.er. I}Sererél
._ guestiong wefe agkad as to what that mea_m;; which he a.nsw%.l.r'ed.

He then saildlif you d‘eei‘.ﬂe'agg;inst it, we can continue the fight,
and get away to the mountains, but I recommend the subrender as
we have won what we fought for. You may not see it now but you
will see it iate:e". én his reconmendation the surrender was
agreed to. Hﬂr then said, "You men will get a double :]Gurmy,~
‘but we, the leaders, will get a single . journey". He: thaq told
us to cqllec.t all our guns and belongings and line up in front of
the Nursing Home within half an hour. We lined up as ins;:ructaﬁ.
b;v Gonmanﬂant Ceannt, were numbered off by him, 42 of us, anﬂ
awaited the arpival Df the BHritish militar:f.

 after a short‘period. & single senior British Offiqer.waﬂ.ked
in, approachelﬁ Ceannt and said: "I see :,rcu.are getting },rc‘l.!'rlmen
together",  Ceannt answered, "No, I have them together",
Gertainly the British Officer looked surprised at the small
 number., ‘Ceannt gave. us the order and moved off in front of us,
' auuﬁn_lpanied by the British (Qfficer I-t:u Marrowbone Lane. Ceannt
and the British Officer went into the Distillery and after some
time led out that section of the Volunteers and members of :.
Gumann na mBan, who fell in on our rere, and we continued ur
march to Bride Road. There we got the order from the -B'r:i.tisii '
military, "Ieave down all your equipment on the ground", and
were marched to the opposite side of the road. A British car
came along collecting all arms. .‘ﬁel were surrounded by British
soldiefs and marched to Richmond Barracks.
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The next mbrhing, Monday, at about 11 olelock we were
a1l brought to the Gymnasium Hall and ordered to sit on the
floor, Members of the "G" Division, D.M. B., and other:
detectives came in on several occasions and had a époﬂ_. i.onk at
each man, At sbout 2.30 p.m. a number of senior British
Officers accompanied by the abiove "G" men and aetectd:vea_ came in
and pleked out' our leaders who were then taken away. ‘E;II& were:
marcha;i{ back to our rooms and at about 6 ofclock were 'br-lt_:m_ghb
out for deportation. | '

We were marched to the North Wall, pujb aboard a aatt:l.g
boat, and off" to0 England. on arrival at Liverpool we were. sent
in batehes to the di_ffarent jeils, I being sent to Enuts::ford
Jail, Cheshire, where I felt the pangs of hunger for the .,first
. time, I remained there until early in June when I was sient.
to Frongoch G;amp | |

On _!._]‘lily 2nd I was sent before the .ﬁdvisorf Gmmnitte;e: in
London. On arriving there I was imprisoned in Wormswood,
Serubbs Jail for two nights and then brought hefore the ﬁa'_iwiaqr;r
Committes. My intervialﬁr was short. Dn July 5th I was éen‘t
back to Frongoch Camp; where I was detained until my releaée on
" July 15th, 19186.




STORY OF sg_gmﬁ DUBLIN UNION
' JOSEPE DOOLAXN, 147 HAROLDS CROSS ROAD, DUELIN.

In the glorious roll-call of Easter Week few names stand out
so prominently as that of Cathal Brugim. So unassuming and gentle,
yet so darimg, his psrﬁ in the fight during that memorsble weak

singles hin;x out as one of the noblest heroes of our own‘ltime, and
_an equal to any of Ireland's long list of heroee, not excluding
the Signatories of the Proclamation of the Republic.

He was Vice~Commandant of the 4th Battalion (Dublin), Irish
Volunteers, from ite inception, with Eamon Ceannt as Commandant.

He took his plaua.at the head of his men 'laaﬁing thém_intq
action in the South Dudblin Union on Monday, 24th April 1916, From
Mondsy to Thursdey he was at every point of danger, ever warning
hia-_man to be cautious, though heedless of his own peﬂuﬁal safety.
He seemed indeed to be possessed of & charmed 1life, bulleta almost
touching him, yet leaving him unscathed. Night and day he na' om
the algart; uften startling one of the sentries in the dead of
night, by his unexpected nolseless approach. When the sentry as
nniaalaaslﬁ covered him with his revolver before challenging,
Cathal, perceiving the movement, would whinpar "Ta éan go maith"
and answering the challenge, wuél.d inquire if all were wl]i, and
ﬁauaa a moment to ellay the sentry's -roa-ra.' The first 'fn' detect
any m movement by the enemy, watohing bullet marks and iak:lng
note of their directien, ceutioning his men of their danger in
expoeing_themselves t0 any new poeition of the enemy or enmany |
enipers. He was & ﬁmt rate sniper himeelf. iils sniping a:l.wa_ya
" hea th; effect of a:llanﬁing the enemy's guns. Yet he wap always
ready to listen to the vords of the last men to join. By his
.bra;rmry in action he emour;geﬂ_tha most tip:u.d, and, with his
leader, Eamon Ceannt, never forgot to call down God's blessing by
.ﬁaving prayers said in the morning and ;the rosary said before
retiring each night, at which every man except those actuslly on

1



2e

gentry duty was instructed to attend.’ Dﬁriﬂg_prayars his attitude
vas most devout and recollected of all snd, with Ceannt, he care-
fully locked afteﬁ_thu-apiritual intarasta;of'ﬁis men by having Q_
priest in attendamce almost deily, himself seaﬁng_that each man
got an opportunity of seeing the priest, if he so desired.

As one enters the South Dublin Union by the main entrance im
James's St. thers is s block of houses running parallel with the
;oad and facing inwards. To the right of thq.anfranne 1a;tha South
Dublin.Rural.ﬁiatrict Guuﬁnilfs 6ffica, immediately over it being
‘the Board Room. The remainder of the block is laid out in wards.

At the end of the row is the paint ahép, runnd.ng at right
angles is the ﬁight Nursing Home, conminu;ngjfrnm which B;ﬂ an¢a'
smell houses, Opposite the main entrance is a Protestant, Church.

Slightly to thalright end at the rere of this is the Inmates'
Dining Hall. . |

The insurgents in the South Dublin Union were divided into two
ﬁartiaa - one in the Hight Hursing'ﬂoma under the cnmmandfofIQaannt
and Brugha, and the other in the Board Roem under the command of a
Lieutenant (Ger. Murray). Some four or five men umder commend of &
Captain were sent to protect and defend the rear. entrance but were
taken prisoners on the 24th. The énemy occupied all the raﬁ;inder
of the buildinge, more particularly the Dining Hall, and 'twas said
by some of the insurgents the church aelready mentioned wae alac

I

occupled.

There was no connection between the two insurgenmt forces from
'udhﬂay until Thursday. On Thupsday, abauﬁ one o'clock, Ceannt
decided %o bresk his way through and unite the force. He was about
an hour away frum.the Nursing Home whan.the British 1aunahad an
attack, the most intensa B8O far, using maching guns, rifles anﬂ
hand grenades. The a;gnal for the attack was, apparently, the
blowing in of the gable end of the Nursing Home on the grauﬁd flauf
from the adjoining houses with some high explosive. Having
succeeded in thus making an opening, the enemy fnunﬂ the room into
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which they were rushing completely cuf off with barbed wire
entanglements and ﬂiratl.‘.t'ly under the guna of the insurgenta. The
attack seemed to increase in intensity with each moment and at
about 3.30 Brug,h'a was severely wounded by & hand grenade. His next
in commend - William Cosgrave - took control. His first act was to
; evaéuate the Nursing Home, lesving Cathal Brugha behind, and order
his men to retreat in the direction of the paint shop and from
themce to link up forces with the men in the Board Room. on
foreing their way, the insurgents found the British occupying some
of the wards, thus driving a wedge between the insurgent-forces.
The bfticar.hnw in charge decided to dafbﬁﬂ thalﬂard next the paint
shop. During the earlier part'nf this defence the Eritiuhxﬁagn
ocbeerved rushing to the attack on the Nursing Home with hand
grenades under the cover of their guns. During the whole of this
attack Brugha's voice could be heard shouting above the din;
"Come om, you cowards, till I get ena'ﬁhut_ba;orn I die. I am
only e ‘wounded man. Eemon, Bamon, come here and simg God Save
- Ireland before: I die’. This position was defended for about an
‘hour when Geennt with cne man broke bie wey back and vas éurpriaaﬂ
to find his men in this new positiom. He 1ﬁ§ﬁ1raﬁ.whr they were:
there, how they got there, and who was the man a’houting. -_nn -
receiving the answer "Brughs" his feelings cean better be imagined
_then described. He asked for three Volunteers to aeeompan& hEm to
bring back Brugha. Beveral volunteersd. He then asked further
questions and as a result decided to lead back his men and again
occupy the Nureing Home as he baliuvﬁd the British were not in -
possession. He gave as his reason for so thinking that Erugha woul:
mot be using those taunts were he actually a prisonsr. On arriving
in the yard of the Nureing Home, he found Brugha sitting in the
.yarﬂ, his back resting against the outer wall, his "Peter iﬁa
Painter' revolver to his shoulder, and watching for the first move
of the enemy to entér the building. Truly it was the greatest,
bravest snd most inspiring incident of that glorious week. . A
wounded men, alone practically, holding the forces of England at
bay for over an hour, taunting them with cowardice and prociqiming

to them that he was only & weak and wounded man.
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When Geaiaﬁt and Brugha met, a scene the mos t touchiﬁg was
' enacted. The soldiers' spirit broke. Boﬁh men dropped their
revolvers. Coeannt went on one knee and put his arm around '_Bt-ugha.
Their conversaticon was in-Irith. What was sé;d.d, only Gﬁﬁ__ Imowﬁ.,
After sbout a minute Ceannt arose, & taar'_ih'his eyo. Bu'1_; aga,m
the soldier's spirit toeck control. But whet e scene, lmmén and
toumhing encugh to be aanaeiataﬁ with the nmat tender mandanhao&,
yet so manly as to be 1mposa:|.hle save the bravest and ‘nast. As was
suspect by ﬂeannt, the British had not takan pnaaesaian nf ﬂm
building. He ordered that Bmgﬁ:a should 'ne carried into tha back -
i-odm, placed his men in - "pnsitiom, arﬂ the fight was continued
until the ememy wes beaten off about 7 o 8 o' c_lur.k. The fight was
' 80 intense that it was impossible to dress Brugha's wounﬂaf:; it was
only possible to steunch the blood ahd keep moving him fro:lin 'ﬁlaca |
to place to avuid the bursting hand grenades. About this ﬁdur -
'? o'clock -~ Ceanmt came dnmtaira to see Brugha and make aure his
wounis were attended to. The dressing of his wounds was ag j;adiaua.
that 1t lasted well into the night. His clothes were amha&dédtinta
the flesh in some of his more serious wounds and had to be torn
awey. Iﬁ. fact, mnu of his clothes were tsken off; rather ::wara they
cut away. Durihg the whole operation he was par:_teatly cnns"ciuuu,
but apparently sinking fast, y;at not a Mr escaped his lips. Only
on a few occasions his lips twlitched. .mt Iast his wounds wﬁer?a
draﬁnad, thiret from loss of blood set in, and he chm&inualj,-y; asked
for a drink of cold water. He was given hot coffee in smali 'nipa.
In the early morning he became delirious and remained so mm hie
removal to the Un:l.nn Hospl tal during tha forenocon of Friﬂaar, 95""&‘
April. The First Aid man who drassaﬂ his wounds officially _répnrtec:
to Ceannt on the following morning that there wers 25 wounds on hie
body, 1.8., 5 dangerous, 9 aarinrﬁa anﬂ. 1l slight, and that 'a’n& of ftF
| dangerous wounds had an artery cut. His left foot, kip and i'e,g. were
practically one mass of wounis. Hie removal to hospital was mrrian
out by a devoted Carmelite p:fiaa't ~ Father Gerhard - with thie Eid
of a Union official undepr tl_m Red Cross flag. The sagart tuiﬂ;



De

Ceannt that if any of the insurgents exposed thamaelvea':in carrying
the wmmﬂéd man ﬂxey" were likely to be fired on by tha ﬁritia;h.- |
The protection of the Red 'Brnﬁa was pleaded; .-B t111 hiia; qnewér wase
"Iif mw'ufl _irnur men expose tbamaal&an they are likely %d:- be shot".
Thue was Cathal Brugha borne away from his comrades. ﬂni 80 ended
his fight in Eas_trer Weelk. . |

After the surrender he was removed to Dublin Castle Hospital
where he remaimed until rFeleased after sbout & couple of months.
 His wounds healed alﬁwly, but he never recovered full use of the
injored J.iim « It was npﬂiallw observable when cxcling; innra
particularly whem cycling against & hill. He was a:lmn fnruad to
dismount and welk to the top of the Mill, -

Such 1s the story of Cathal Brugha's fight during E'gsitar Week.
Hie sufferings during that memorable time anly increased, if that
were possible, his love of Irelami, . All the world knows hmf
eventually that love for the Ireland of his dreans 1nd'hd;ml- to a
soldier's grave. "May the sod lie lightly o'er his aahas“ 18 the
prayer of "One of them“ '
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