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STATEYENT BY DOMHNALL O BUACHALLA (Bﬂcfmﬁg}
"AYh-NA-CISE", EGLINTON ROAD,,
DONNYBROOK, DUELIN.

While at school in Maynooth and Belvedere College, I mever
learned anything about Irish History. . I joiiad the Gaelic League
on its inception end started an1Iriah Class in Maynooth ﬁnﬂ1it wes
then I learned the history of my country, by |reading. I came to
Dublin once per week ta buy goods for my father's shop in Maynooth,
and after the Geelic League started I always bought Iriﬂhigopda. '

¥hen the Irish Volunteers were started I jﬁine& the Maynooth
Coy« This Company 'was about QD or 50 strong.; On joining we took

no oath. I cannot remember now if I signed a|register or was

‘ispued with a membership card. We paid a weaﬁly subscriptinn of a

few pence towards expenses asnd the purchase: of arms and eguipment.

We had no arms of eny sort. Our instructor was en ex-Britieh Army

man nemed O'Toole. We did route marches and physical training.

Ko officers were ever elected or appeinted.prihr to the split in tY

Volunteers. We did not teke part in the Howth\gunrunning or other

When the split in the Volunteers took place all of our Compary
in Maynooth axnept sbout fourteen decided in favour of the Redmond
s1da, including our instructor. We had the use of & hall for
drilling and after the split both Volunteer Uni'ts shared the use- oi
it, but the Redmond Volunteers faded out in a spurt while. A man

named Selts, who was elso an ex~British army maﬁ, was now our

. i
“instructor. I think he gave his services frea.~

We had drills and route marches on Sunﬂayalanﬁ week nights.
I had 8 .22 pifle and we had firing practice wi‘:l‘:.h this in the hall.

There were & couple of other .22 rifles in the ¢ompany_also. I

&

. , |
- pupplied the ammunition for the firing practices. We had no .

gervice rifles or arms of any other type at thls tima. There were
never any officers elected and we never had any vismta frnm any

officers from Volunteer Headquartsra in the city. I was not a
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'ﬂrganised in Maynooth.
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membeyr of the I.R;B. and, as far as I know,| thers: was no centre

Soms time before Easter Week 1916,-1 bought a service rif;a
(Lee Enfield) in Keegan's Gun Shop on the Quays. I also bought |
some shotguns in Hanshaw's; I got some egmunition for the service
rifle at Keegan's end, all told, I managed’to collect about two
hundred rounds. e mads huckshﬁi for'théwspfrting gune, about a
couple of dozenm rounds for each gun. I had also & .38 automatic

|

pistol sand some ammnition fér Bame .

Prior to Easter Monday 1916, I had no iﬁea.when the

Rebellion would take place. In fact, I did 'not know that such

was contemplated except that I estimated tha% such s thing would
teke place - but had no ides when. We received no orders or

instructions pg&ur_ﬁn Easter {eek.

On Easter Monday aftermoon I learned fro$ a breadvan driver
that fighting was taking place in Dublin betwéen the Volunteers
and the British military. I got on my cycle ﬁnﬂ proceeded to

Dublin to get instructions and f£ind out what ﬁa were to do. On

‘approaching the Phoenix Park I heard firing, Ilthink it was from

the Magazine Fort in the Park. I proceeded down the northern
queys. At the Mendicity Institute there were lBrit-iEh soldiers
teking cover under the L%ffay wall on the nnrt% side of the river
and avoiding the firing which was coming from the Institute. They
did not & top me and I passed through. Further down the gquays

near £he Four Courts, the Volunteers had a barricade across the
Btreet. I was halted here. I told the officer wﬁo was in command

here who I was and where and for what I was going. He let me
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I proceeded tu-Hoa 2 Dawson St. which I knew to be the Head-

pass through.

gquarters of the anuntears, but found the place locked up. I
started back for home and travelled via the H C. Rnad. The

British had a barricade on the street near Phihsbaru Ghurﬂh. It
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was situated between Doyle's corner and the|Church. I wae
"allowed through ﬁere agein without eny intefferenga; I cycled

through the Park and back to Maynooth.

On reaching Maynooth i fnunﬂ'Tom Byrne lof Boer War fame, and
Tom gzzggsthere. Byrne had come on from Prosperous. I do not
know if he was sent dcﬁn.hy Volunteer Hars. %o téke charge in
Kildere. The lsynooth Volunteers had mnbili%ed in the yard of my
house. There were sbout fourteen men presen# all told. Th&y.had
the sporting guns and ﬂnmé rations. I got m} rifle and we fell in
on parade and marched to the College. Tom .BEyrne was in command .
Tjﬂ R.I.E; men and a Sergaaﬁt ﬁad been Dbssrﬁing'ua and when we
marched out towards the College, they falloweh us. Vol. 0'Kelly
covered them with a revolver which he had-and| told them that if
théy naﬁe any further he would let them have the contents. They
then went back to the barracks. - We praceeﬂed#to the College and
asked the President for his blessing. He aaié he did nét approve
of what we were doing. He gave us his blessiﬁg, however. \ihen
passing through tﬁe College the students were ?avaurahla to us and
én¢0uragad us. & servant boy in the Ceollegs, %ho_was not a Vol.

joined us and @me all the way to Dublin with us and fought there

during the week. %
l

'We came out of the College on to ﬁhe canai bank and proceeded
towards Dublin. For some portion of the ﬁay wé travelled on the
railway; and at other times through fields, unfil we arrived at
Glasnevin Cemetery. UWe walked across the TolkaERiver which is
about two feet deep and entered the cemetery. ﬁe had sandwiches
éat before leaving Maynopth and another en rauté. We got to
Glasnevin about ? or 3 a.m. on Easter Tuesday m?rning, and rested
there. About 6 a.m. Byrne went into the cité t% see. if the road
was clear and he then came back and marched us into the General
Post Office. There was a dead cavalry horse in P'Connall Street,
otherwise everything was gquiet. WE got a cup of] tea and some buns

in the canteen from Desmond Fitzgerald. e were|then sent to the

1
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Exchange Hotel in Parliament St. 3 s

We got into fhe Hotel by a back entrance and immediately were
posted in positions at ,the windows. This wae in the forenoon. We
were not long there when é party of Britiah'soldiara arrived at the
"Evening Mail" Office, which is at the Jjunction of Parlisment 3t.
end Dame St, One big soldier started to smash in the door with &
sledge. I asked Byrme if we would fire. I FG not know what he
said. T pat up By rifle end took sim at this soldier end fired.
He dropped the sledge and fell forward and the man next tﬂ.him.
fell also, The second man was behind the big soldier and, |
apparently,both of them were hit. Immaﬂiate{y the rest of our
boys upened up wifh the sporting guns on theA end in a few seconds
at least a dozen soldiers were lying on the street. 4n amaziﬁg
thing was tha£ a priest sppeared on the scenﬁ almost immedisately
and sttended to the soldiers who were wounded ﬁrciead. fﬂb went on
to the roof of the hotel to see if we could e?gaga the soldiers in

: .
the Castle. The roof was heavily under fire from the Castle and

the enemy had a party in the drapéry establishment at the corner
and junction of Dame St. and Parliament St. a?ﬂ'nppasite the
"Evening Mail" office. This party were able to throw hand
grenades at us and one of our gerrison ~.a Dublin man - was badly
wounded in the grniﬁ. Shortly after this we got orders from Byrne
to go back to the G.P.U.

We left the hotel by the back entrance and proceeded back to
the G.P.0. via the HMetal Bridge over the Liffa;t,r. The gerrison in
thBI91P-D{ seemed to be well organiﬁa& and ava&ybody-was_going

about their duties in an‘efficient manner. That evening (Tuesday)
.ancther man, whom I do not know, and I were detailed to proceed to
the glgss turret or dome of Arnott's in Henry St. This was to try

and keep sniping by the enemy from ﬂasﬁmofelané St. under cgn&rol.
I was given good field glasses. We used balaaiqf cloth to
barricade thé dome and try and make_it bullet ﬁroaf. There:was

*8treet
gniping from the Westmoreland/direction, but it was impossible to

locate the snipers.



|
.
After some time I moticed that one of the upper windows of I
McBirney's ﬁrapﬂryigstahliahment ‘on Aston Quay was opened, the rest
being closed. I could see s -waitress in her uniform cerrying a
trey past the window. It oceurred to me thatlit wes strangs for s
waltress to be on duty when the premises were| closed, being right
in the centre of the area where fighting was thking place. I got

my glasses on to the window anﬂ,-ae I suspectéd, I observed a

goldier in a stooped position in the far side (of the room and
holding a rifle. I tock aim at the window anﬁ fired. The first

shot waes high, hitting over the window. Ky saknnﬁ ghot went thro'

the top pane and my third also went into the rham. I did not see
the weitress any more after this. No firing took place from that

vindow afterwvards.

That night I was called in from Arnott's |and sent across to

the Dublin Bread Company's premises in D'Gonnejl 8t. which is now
Fha Gfanﬁ Central Picture House. It was occupied by the Volunteers.
There wae at this time a lot of sniping from Trinity College end

I was sent there to try oand deal with it. I en gedranme Enldiara.:
on the roof of Trinity College and, while I drew back from the
loophole in the barriceded window from whiéh I was fiﬁing, a2 bullet
came through and grazed iy hair. I could see Liberty Hall from
the window and observed the effect of the ahell%ng by the Britiah.

~ war vessel f-the Helga -~ and saw some of thE'Wﬁ%ls'crumbla'anﬂ fall.
That evéning I ﬁaslcaliad back to the G.P.O. ani placed at one of
the windows. I noticed a ?ﬂlunt?er_gning aroﬁni who did not seem
normal. He had a Bhotgﬁn with which he was 'cont!-inually "fiddling".
He was neer me and let off a shot which lodged in the books with

. which the window was barricaded. I jumped down and took the gun
from him and threw it into a big waslepaper basket. I remained in
the G.¥.0, during the shelling of the placé and Jntil it took fire.
At this time the other side of 0'Comnell St. wes jon fire also and
the heat v&a&int&ﬂ_s'ﬁ_. . | L
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The garrison of the G.P.0. under Sean McDermott fousht the fire
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with hose and buckets, but it was. no use and we had to get out.

We nhad to move aiung Henry St. until we got| opposite loore Lane.

We crosséd Henry St. into Hoore Lane and halted there snd here

the "fumbler" with the gun was beside me againe. . He had the ﬁ:gg
of the gun 6n the ground and 2 shot went nfﬁ. The poor fellow got
the complete contents in his throat and die& immaﬂiataly; While
we were there an officer asked for four men [to do some job. I do
not know what it was now. I aén remember thgt three of us in
gingle file were rumning ﬂﬂwn.Hanry!St. towards kHary St. The

enemy hed a barricade across the street at Williams Shop. We

were under fire all the time. ®hen half-way from Mﬁera Lens to
this barricade the men in front of me dropped, having been hit.
Almost immediately, the man behind was hit also. I dropped dovm
in the channel on the side of the street. I-éaw that a large’
window of Williams & Woode' shop was devoid of glass, apperently
having come under the notice of the looters. |} got up and Jjumped
in through the window leaving my rifle on the|path. When inside
it struck me that there might be a aﬁop hook and I searched around
in the dark for it. I found one. With this I hooked in m& rifle.
‘There wes & big number.of young men inside, aépar;ntly after loot
and' meking an awful amounf of noise. I aaked]them to keep quiet,
but it was of no avail, 8o I decided I was getting out of this.

I took off my boots and, having discarded my rifls, tried to.get
out through back. The place wase a mass of brcken glass, jam,
treacle, etc. I succeeded in getting out at| the back and made -
my way along a lane towards Parnell St.' Aftarlwandering around
and eluding the Briﬁiah tfuups and barricades % eventually arpriver
at the Broadstone Station. In the meantime I liad secured a pair
of shoes. 1t was now Saturday morning. W®hen I arrived at the
station there was a guard of British soldiers én the gate and I
was halted anﬂlplacaﬁ unﬂer'arrsst. I was brought into the
atation and ;lacad under guard in the ticket of?icg. Therg were
a few prisoners alra?ﬁy there whom I did not kana “We got no

food or any refreshments.
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The fcllﬂwing;marning, Sunday, I wes brought withltha,ether
prisoners to Richm@hﬂ Barrécka and plaeeed in the Gyénasium. There
‘was & bdg crowd of prisoners there at the tim?. The police and
detecﬁiveg and miiitary of ficers were moving élong the lined-up

‘prisoners and picking out the leaders.I sﬁw,ﬁéannt in a corner

having,;hﬁﬁbﬁg*been one of the men picked out.l We were given some
bully -beef and dog bigcuits to eat. We were keﬁt in the Richmoﬁﬁ
Barracks that night and on Mondey, together with some hundred other
prisoners we were marched vie Kilmainham and K%ngsbridge to the
North Wall and put on a cattle boat. We were placed in the cattle
pens on the boat and were packed like sarainssl_ I cammot remember

if we got enything to eat. I don't think we did.

We sailed to Livarpnul and from there we travelled by rail to
Knutsford Jail where we were placeﬂ in single cells. Mo intercﬁurse
was allowed between pr;sonara, Food was very poor and very scarce.
o got a.mqttreas and ; enupla nf_blankets. After a time we were
allowed to associate and talk ﬁith one another. | The food improwved

end we were allowed to. receive parcels nov, and Fhs White Cross also

gent us parcels of fﬂﬂdn

,

From Knutsford we were tranﬁfarr&d to Frongoch. This camp &as
in an old mill. Foedsme good here. We did our own cooking. We had
plenty of scope for amusements and classes for Igish and. other
ianggaggs as well ae many'uth%r'aubjects. We aléo had classes
in home crafts. Some bﬂautifﬁl'specimens were made here and some

of these are now in the Nationsl Museum.

We were released from Frongoch & few days before Christmas

1916. We: arrived back in Dublin in the morning. |There was a

noticeable change in the people now, and I received a roysl

reception on reaching Mayncoth. 1
) |
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¥When we were being escorted to the boat for

internment, the people of Dublin were [inclined to

" be hostile :tnwards us, '[:ual1:"'1::1«:111211:'1:3r in the Richmond

Barracks area. They were mostly British soldiers'

wives.
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