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17 STANFORD GREEN
WALKINSTORN !
C0. DUBLIN

I
8th Pebruary, 1949.

An Riénaf,
Bureau of Military History. : 1

A Chara, 2
I do not believe I can add anything of value to the

facts about Easter Week, 1916, which are alreahy known.
y i .

I was a member of the fire Og Branch of Cumann na
nGaedheal from 1907. This Branch afterwards ﬁecame
part of Simn Péin. Its meetings were held in Camden
St.,. Dublin, where the De Luxe Cinema now stands. The
Hon. Sec. was Sedn 0 Dubhghall (who is still li%ing} and
amongst the members were Seén 6 hUaighaidh, Ihe?laté
Peadar Macken (killed in Eastef Week), Michael ﬁajes
&nw'ﬂenatur), T..ﬁtkins, who lives now on S. Gifculﬁr
Rd. We were all very young at that time, but_ﬁe did
our hést to spread the-Gospel of Sinn Féin.

About 1910, I went to work on the railway, %nd was
seldom véry long in one place, having to move aréund
from one station to another. ¥hile stationed in
Kildare ﬁown, myself and a shop assistant, émplofgd in’
Slatter%‘s provision shop there (whose name I cah%ot at
the momentxrecallj hoisted a black flag 5n the rbﬁnd |
tower me night, when the loyal population were ha#ging
-out Union Jacks in celébratiun of some British,evént.

‘We also managed, on two occasions, to plaster the%whole

# I now remember this man's name;
it was McCormick.
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town with smell bills, printed in green ink an? supplied
from Dublin, asking Irishmen not to join the Biitiah army;
ﬁavy or police force. At .that pafio& I also ﬁegan to
write for the Sinn Féin papers, especially The Peasant in
which I published a short series of articles under the
héading "Letters from a Young Man in the Countrﬁ". I also
wrote for the Irish Homestead, meny of my letteﬁs on
national economic matters ‘being editﬁrially ec@m@nted upon

by the late G.W. Russell (AE). S : :

Because of the moving life T had to live, i% was,

- imposaibie for me to be a member of the ?olunﬁée#s-whEn
they were formed, but from time to time I.met mDs_Et of the
leaders, aﬁ for a couple of years (1911 to 1913) i was .in
Dublin where, with the late Jim Larkin;“I_assisteé in éhe
production of "The Irish Worker". Arthur Griﬁfi%h*s
attitude towards Larkin and trade unionism caused ?hﬂ.
majority of the Dublin workers, espécially the memﬁera of
-his union; to look on Sinn Féin an&, to some exten%, o£ the
VYolunteers as being opposed to their interests. - ﬁhia, in
'my.épinicn, was the reason for the formation of theﬁﬂitizen
-Army. Connolly and some othefs'belie?e& that if aﬁ armed
rising did .nccu:r and if it met with any success, it might _
mean for the workers no more than a continuance of iow wages
with an Irisﬁ armyland police force tinstead of a British) to
acil'. as strike-breakers at the request of the -Bnplc;.rei‘s'
Pederation. People like R.M, Fox; who attempted to .write
the story of that period, got their information at second-
or third-hand from ﬁeqple who had an axe of their uwﬁ{to
grin&. The Fystericus Fkidnappihg of Jim Cannolly"a# the
-eve of the Rising can only be explainéd by the fact tﬁat the
: 1

leaders of the Volunteers and Comnolly had not a common

objective prior to the Rising. Comnolly's suspicions, were,
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I think, shown to be unfounded, and he agreed to jJoint

action by the two armed forces against the British. .

Being again out of Dublin early in 1916, I returned
only on Easter Saturday, and was not aware of the .
preparations. But as soon as the Volunteers took up their.
positiong, I tried to get in touch with some of those whom
I knew. At the reré of St. Vincent's Hospital, I made
enquiries from the Volunteers there, and was tﬂid that
Countesas ﬁarkievicz was in 5t. Stephen;s Green;_ I went
there and met her. She crossed over to. the College of
Bu?geons, and gave me about a dozen cﬁpiea of the
Proclamation to get posted up. i turned the corner into
York 5t., going to my mother's home in Hride St. to get:
pasﬁé made, when I Bveitcok the late Francis éheehy
Skeffington. We walked along together, discussing what
had occurred. .ﬁe suggested that I should go ﬁéxt day
about 4.30 p.m. to the rooms of the Irish Women's Franchise
'Leagua, where he hoped to have a few others who might f@rm

a.civil police force "o put down looting". He did not

“indicate how such a body could effectively act. We then

parted, Skeffington going towards FPortobello Bri&ge, I in
the opposite direction. I got the posters put up, kéeﬁiﬂg
‘one copy, which I gave on loan some years ago to the _
Hational Library, ﬁhere it still is. $kef£ingtoﬂ was
néver to reach home. He was "arrested" and subsequentiy
shot. The facts of that trageﬂy1are well known., Thé;e
was, of course, no meeting in the Franchise League rboms

next day.

What may not be known is that the two men, Francis

- Dixon é.nd W. McIntyre, taken and shot at the same time as

Skeffington, were two of the tools previously used by the
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Duﬁiin'Employers' Federation in the attempt to "smash

Tarkinism". McIntyre published a scurrilous weekly, called

"The Toiler", which had no other purposelthan to ‘slander
Larkin. Arthur Griffith was not above making use of him
for the same purpose. He got spﬁce in Sinn Féin for some
of his abuse, and replies to his attacks were more often
suppressed than publishéd. I know, because 1 took part in

that controversy.

Beyond carrying a few messageé from fhE.GOﬁHtEES to
jﬁe Post Office and to Horth Xing Et;’.l took no active:
--paft in that famous Rising. Coming from Worth Xing Et:,

I was arrested on suspicion by military occupying Morkan's
publichnuée at the éafnar of Queen St., near the bridge.. I
wgé taken under guard to the City Hall, Parliament St;,ﬁand ;
kept there séme hours, being suhsequﬂntly'enahled to slip
away through the co-operation of the late Inspector Pat
Murphy of the'ﬂetgcti?e Division, D.M.P., whom I knew.

(Signed): SEANUS O'FARRELL.
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