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In’ my humble a‘b‘tempt to relate my activities and sxperiences '
during my association with the I.R.A. Sinn Fein, and as FRegistrar
of Meonkstdwn Parish Court, I am of ﬂplniﬂn that the following
should be of intersst, and ‘may help tu x:larifg certain matters

_emtained therse in.

¥

Born January Sth. 1889 at naheen , Garrigalin& Co; Cork. .
July:z12thi.12C@ lentered Iﬁu;bnwlim Dockyard as a Boilermaker \

Apprentice.
August 3rd,

1920 joined "D C'ompany 9th. Badfalien 4th. Cork

Brigade I.R.A. &t Shanbally, Monkstouwn, Co; Cork and took o2th of
allegiance to Irish Republic in the presence of Richard C'Mahoney
Commandant T.R.A. of Dietriet, Lieutenant Michael Hanley I.R.A.,

Captain F,

0'Sullivan and Acting Captain James O'Driscoll, and

was excused drille, parades, etc; on being &ppninted ag Reglstrar
TMonksetown Parish cnur‘b . .

Mareh 6th. 1921 le ft employme nt- aﬁ Haulbowline ﬂl’l the advice of

Sean Balee T,D, chairman of C.C. Sinn Fein. S.E. Cork 20:a8 to

avold capture by the enemy. . .

8th. Marech “tar‘taﬂ wﬂrk: at P&ELaga Docke as Beilermaker and alec‘t-ric. _

waldar.

12t h. May 1921 diachargaﬂ f‘rnm emplnyrnent at Pa.ssap;a"!dua to Bhortaga

of work.

Unemployed up to Bth. Septambar 1921. .
Bth. September 1921 started work at Fords, Cork. my address then.

- being, Dundanion Terrace, Biackrock, Co; Cork.

29th. April 1922 left Forde Works Cork and etarted again at Pa."sage
Docke, my address then being Beach Read , Lm&saga West, Co; Cork. .

Being employed at Messers. Ford's Cork necestitated my taking up
‘residence convenient to work, being ten miles away from my homs..
My hours of enployment were f‘rom BoeaeMa to SeDMms Weekiaye, B.2.m,
to l.o.m. Saturdays. Consequently our only chance of holding a
Republican Court at this periol, was on Saturday evenings. On two
pccasions at least, caseg at hearlr.g were not finished until nearly

12 midnight,

notably November 5th. 1921 and Deceamber l7th. 1921.

I had then to walk 3% miles home, no other means being available.

I preserved records, correspondence etc; of this pericd 1920 - 1922
by the following means:- "I had conetructed at Faulbowline a
stea.x. box about 18" long 6" high and 12" wide equipped with a water-

My late Father poscesced a little farm of thres small

fields near to the dwellinghouse at Raheens. In the fence of the .-
gsgcond field a few furze bushes grew, and I carefully dug a2 heole in

the ground,

immediately under one bush, to contain the box. Having

inserted the box coentiihipg Court. Files, etc; I then covered it over
with a zod of grass and cleared away'all tracaa of earthand clay. -
I always took good care to approach froma different direction, so

aszs to avéid

making a pathyand as the bush grew fairly close to the

ground I'mafraid I had often to pick 2 few Thorne out of my hands,
when axtracting or adding pap'era. My 51stsr now uses the box as a

food vessel feor hans.

J'J'B;"'I'G.

- ; | . ) N ' . [

J W Je« Bradley.

January 1949.
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The river ILee in its almost Southerly Course from Cork City to the
Sea, turns sharply Bast at Ringaskiddy from the comparatively wide
Bay at Monkstown, having Whitepoint and later Cove, then on its left
bank. Before it reaches Cove it is divided into three parts by the
amall islands of Haulbowline, and Rocky Island, again it unites and
forms part of Inner Cork Barbour to be again split up by Spike Island

{2 notorious Copvict Prisém at one timef, 2s 1t journeys South "once

more to the AtNlantici As if anxious or eager to see as much.as
poesibls of the mainland before being engulfed, it again turns
sharply to the West, in part, and with Currabinny on the one hand

and Crosshaven on the other, it joine with ths Owenabuee at Carrig-
aline Bridge, soms four miles inland. This latter tributary includes
the famoue "Drakepool" -where Sir Franeis Drake hid with five sghips
of war in the "year 1589 from the Spanish Armada. Past Cove, the inner
Cork Harbour comes into being where the greatest Athlantie liners
can call, and embark or disembark passengers and maile at all times.

During the pericd 1913/1921 and previously, English Mane-of-war
shipe were always statiened in Cork Barbour, and in additien, a
large training ship, ex-Battleship,(Cne which was there in my time
wae callsd "The Black Prince” later changsd to HeM.S5. Emerald). was
anchored in Monkstown Bay. Ths Naval Authorities who required
space for shore recreation for the trainses on these ships, all lads
15 to 18 years of age, lesased some large tracts of land at Ringas-
kiddy for this purpose, and built recreation rommse, dressing roms,
as well as fitting out football pitches, cricket grounds, srecting
swings @te; and other forme of amusement. In addition they built
& long woclen Promenade and Pisr callsd locally the Haval Pler,
about half a mils long, from Ringaskiddy strand to low water mark

in the By, so0 as to facilitate the landing of peraconnel from the
training ship, independent of ths variations of the tides at the
recreation grounds. - ' '

As boys in the ndighbourhcod, we were naver denied access to thoge
grounds when any games were in progreess, but were not of course ever
invited to take part. The displays given at theee grounds, with
bragse banis manned and played by those trainees, in their neat
Uniforms spick and span, had maturslky an appeal to the local lads
and conssquently we had quite a large numbsr of these joining the
Royal Navy via the training ship and otherwise. It will be under-
8tood then that in the course of years a conslderable portion of
the male population of ths district around Cork Harbour had seen
or were sesing, service with the Navy, and were e ither peneloned
of f or presently serving, and it would be true to say that very few

families in the distriet, had not had conmectionz with it in some
WAY »
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' Again, at Baulbosline Island -A Naval Dookyard and Sbores were

‘established, early 'in the last two decades of the nineteenth cemt-
“uary, and in 1899 a schem wag introduced whereby lads of 14 to

16 years of age, could be apprenticed to the various trades in ths
Dockyard such ae Fitters, Bollermakers, Blacksmiths, shipmwrights,
Plumbsrs, Carpenters, Ete; Ete. This schems consieted of a fairly
stiff Civil Servico Exam. in the ugual esubjects then been taught

.in National Schoole, followed by a Msdical Examination by a Maval

Doctor. The succeseful candidates, then were fres to chogs what-
evar trade they wished to adopt, according to what progrese they
had made at the written examination., PFor inetance, he who had got
firet place had a choice of all the tradee then available, the
gecond had a cholee of the remainder, and so en. At one perid

a8 many as 30 vacanciss were to be filled, and as the examinatione
were held bi-annually, aftear the first fem years, it ecan bs geen
that quite a large number had been dealt with in this marmper. Due
to this, for example when X entered the Dockyard in July 19035 the
numbér of employees conslsted of between three and four hundred

of all clasees, -and by the year 1913 thie number had peseibly
rieen to four or perhaps five timeg that number, and at ths end

of World War 191451918 wag well over 2,000. Good gteady emplioy-
ment wag offered and fairly good pay.

An Appréntice, as well as being taught craftemanship, wae also
entitled to free advanced education during working hours, for &
cortain pericd each week, and should he bs successful at ths exam=-

- ination held at the snd of twelve month#, would be sligible to

remain at study for another twelve, and if succeesful again wae
alicwed to continue to a maximum period of four ysare. Subjects
guch as Hlsctricity and Magnetism, Logarittme, Cowit gsctions,
Applisd NMechanice, History (British of course) Trigonometry,
Cifferential Celoulus, etc; etc. were taught at the School and

a careful record was kept for future reference by the autharities,
of each apprentice, and promction mas dealt out as deserved.

. The apprentice on commencing duty was brought before a Naval
Off icer not.less than Commarder R.N. (I should mention here that
the  Dockyard was in charge of serving Naval Officers for the moet
part, of which the Admiral of the Port of Cork was the chief ons)
to 8ign an indenture accompanied by his parent or guardian: BHe

‘would be asked to solemnly declare, that he would bs opbedient and

of good bebhaviour ete; etc; and finally to declare that he would
bear alleglance to King Bdward VII his heire and successore ete;
etc; and fipally afix hie seal to the document in addition to seal
of guardian and aforesaid Naval Officer aeg witnees. The parent or
guardian on his or her part had to declare that he opr she would be
réesponsible ae far ae meceseary for ths support of the apprentice
until 2ix years had elapsed whan the apprentice became a journey-

man. The foregoing gives the reader a fair 1dea of the position

in Cork Barbour and surroundings prior to and Guring the period
19#3.('51._ : .

POLIT ICS .

Branches of the A.Q.H. (Board of Brin) weré establiehsd in
Shanbaily, Carrigaline, Passage, and Cove on or about 19I0/1911.
Previoue to this the -late W. 0'Brien M.,P. and otheras had esgtabli-
ehed the All for Ireland -Imague. This Isague was almost exclueive
Yo Cork City awnd County. Grafiually the A.0.H. although purporting
tobe a benefit socdety.becams violently anti~ A1l for Ireland
Isague,and took a very active part in the eupport of the Irish
Parliamentary Party as is -well known. The recruiting for the
Brittish Army which was carried-out by both the Irish Party and
dagdars of A.F.I. Isague w28 also well known, and hundreds of
thousands of young men were cocaxed or persuaded to join the Brittis}
Army to fight for "Small Nations". In spite of Bachelors wWwa 1x,
Howth Gun Running, 2nd later the Rebellion of 1916 the A.0.H., etill
continued to.exiet in force, and did not commence to deteriorate
until the 1918 Flections and after
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. THRE FIRST AWAKENING.

~ "Though there were 2ome few in my Ddstricét who were readers of the
dats Arthur” Griffith's."Naticnality”,"Sciseors and Paste" and Bulme r
Hobsone" "The’ Irish Worker" and other such literature the vast -
majority agread to trust J.E, Redmond and his promises of Home Rule
ete;. . . ’

Suddenly like a bBolt from the blue, cams accounts of the Rising
in'Faster Week 1916. The reactions of a good many psopls, myself
inciuded, were, "What fpols they wers, to think they could fight
England". We, uhgzﬁ; might- be said brought up under ths gshadow of
Englands Guns; and given ocular proof of her power, day by day were
convinged that it was pure madnmsse, at the time.

However the Dockyard Autho#it les decided, on being approached by
the Military pecpls, to construct an Armoured Train at Bove (Than .
Ccalled Queenstown) to break trough to Dublin, which was gupooeed to
be isclated, and I amonget others was ordered to proceede to the
Railway Station at Cove to carry out thies work. The Armoured Train
so-called, was rather a crude affdir, It simply meant the shuttéring
up of the two sides of the engine where the driver and fireman '
cperated, with steel plates, with airrangements of couprse for the ir
éntrance and exit, also the glass windows in front and rear of the
Engins Driver were covered inlike manner. Thie Work was carried
out .and completed before Saturday 30th. Arpill9l6. Whether this
"Armoured" Train was ever put to the use for which it wag intendsd
or not, I am not in a poeition to state. I do know however, that
ths steel plates were stowed away carefully somewhare and wers used
8gain, I think during the time of the so-called "German Plot" 1918.

At the time of the firet asesembling of this train no ons of thé
15 %o 20 operatives employed objected to the work, they took 1t as
part of their routine duty, so to say. However a vastly different
state of affairs existed on the gsecond occasion, when man after man
refused to have anything to do with it, naverthelese a few men were
. found in the Dockyard eventually, whe did the work, but I'm afraid
ihey werent very "popular” as a result. It is only falr to etate
that later on,the vast majority of the men sngaged in the construction
of sald train became members of the I.R.A.

H,M,S . "BIUEBELL" ,

H.M. Ship "Bluebell” was what was then known ag a "eloop". Some
30 or 40 of these sloops Were on duty around the Scuthern Coaet of
Ireland from 1914 - 1918, All were called after names of plants or
flovers. Some which occur to me arae:~ H«M«S «"Prinrose”, "Daffodkl"”
"Crocus", "Hydrangesa", "Be gonia", "Verbena", "Iaburnum", "Viola",
"Myosotis", "Cornflower", "Buttercup®, "Jessamine”, "Verdnica®,
"Binnia®, etc; etc. These were of course in addition to other War-
ships such as Cruisers, Mineswespers, Destroyers, § Boate, Trawlers,

etec; etc; and as far as possible these gehips were repaired and B
- eserviced, and equipped with coal, bil, and stores from Baulbowline ,
I had worked at one time or another on most of these ships,; but the
"Bluebell" of all the cthers was cursed roundly by usg, Boilermakers,
and for this: reason, ﬂ 8loop would proceeds to ssa on patrol duty,
minesweeping, etc; and be at sea poesibly six or seven days. She
would then return to Baulbowline and get re-bunkered, new stores,
food, etc; and any little repairs that se emed necessary,and also to.
glve the erew a much needed rest. Now I have a distinct recollection
of The "Bluebell"” on at least six occasiocns proceeding to sea on duty
and after 24, 30 or in gome cases 48 to 60 hours at sea,a wireless
message would be received by the Admiral to the e ffact that the
Boilers were leaking and she was losing perhaps filve to ten tons of
Waler per hour and would have to procesd to Dockyard for repairs.
This wag going on for a considerable time, (it would be I think year
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.. -It then tranepired that the Bngineer Lisutenant in-charge of the
lower deck portion used to deliberately allom the water in the Boilers
to becone very low, so.low, in fact that the tops of ths combusticn
chambers and-some of the tubes and boiler stays were not covered.
Conssquently they becams terribly hot. He would then order the pumps

. to start feeding the boilers,and the cold water rushing in, naturally
caused contraction of thse aforessid boiler parts, with the result
that serious leaks developed,and it was only with difficulty that .
the ehip could bs kept moving. Immediately, that the ehip would
reach Binlbownline, the tradesmen concerned would be ordered aboard
and. work night and day-until shs was agrin seaworthy, and the fires

* would only have.been drawn, and ths stokehold clesaned up,when the
workere would -enter the furnace portion of the boitlere with wet bags
and buckets of water. to keep toole cool and work away at ths repairs.
One can imagine the feelinge of these workers when this eoccufréd

" perhaps four or five timee in less than that many weeks. It -was
be lieved that this particular Engineer Lieutenant wag a Jew, he was
removed whan digcovered and the ship thereafter behaved as any
ordinary ship should. I have given a good deal of space to the

v "Bluebell™ as it will be remembered that it was this ship which
captured ths "Aud" from Germany with arms, on Good Friday 1916, off 7
the Coant of Kerry. The "Bluebell" escorted ths "Aud"” to Cork :

: Barbour, where ae already known ghe was blown up and eunk by her

Crew, after havibg holsted the German Flag. . _

A deesp-gea diver from Baulbowline named John Dempsey ex-Naval

man and employee of Dockyard decended to the ™Aud" and brought up

a few riflea, some ammunition and other materials, and was gultlably
revarded by the authorities subeequently. Immediately subsequent to
Pagter weok 1916 the garrison in Baulbowline Dockyard was increased
to a great extent, and though, being an Island,sentiries wers posted
night and day at vantage points. Wen working at night %ime who
would have in the course of their duty to travel about the Dockyard
would be held up.at the point of the bayonet, questicned, and 1if
gatisfactory alloved to proceedd, somstimes as often as two or three
times on walking from one side of the yard to ancther. In additlon
‘the garrison were drilled each day in full view of the workshops

"and thse instructors would make every effort to imprese on ths
onlockere the fate that would befall them should they not econduet

. themselves as “loyal eubjects to the EKing. I remember ome drill
instructor in particular vho used to drill his section straight in
front of Boiller Shop in full view of the workmen inside, Jn ths
course of hie instruction he could be digtinttly heard to esay,

at Bayonet Drill, in his funny Cockney accent "Nacow" {f you should -
‘appen to come on any of those "Sin Feerers™ you just give him thie
in the guts see, then .a twist like this, then raise your foot
{sulting the action to the word) like this, push off the body, and
then pull your bayonet out 1like this. Thege directions were usually
punctuated with filthy language.and were as a rule greeted with a
shout of derislon from the people whom they were intended to impress.

- A good story is told about one of thie garrison, a rather young,

“‘raw, Marine. In the courss of 2 chat with cne of the Dockyard men
this 1lad asked, "What eort of folleows are these Shin-annigere" A -
very tall tradeeman fron Paceage West happenad to be ‘alking ths
Geck of a Trawlsr in full view of the speakers. This man was I
belisve- 6' 5" in bhsight and built proportionately. Just then he
happened to stand up. "Do you see that fellow over there” sald the
Dockyard man pointing to the big man,"Yes" paid the Warins, he's a
fins locking man, I'm sure he's well over 6' high®". "He is, maid
hie informant, 6' 5" tc be excct, and now“he eays,”I'1l tell you
in confidence, that felleow was too emall for the Shimannigesre and -
would*nt be accepted, but dont say I told you". The Marine. asked
no further queations re Sinn F iners.

-
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All Dockyard workmen without exception were at this time also -
subjected to a seapch, on their way to the landing stages whapre the
launches were lying ready to take them to their ¥ifferent 'd iesten-
ations. Two R.I.C. men'were gtaticned, one each side of the passage
leading to the landing etage,also a Sargeant in charge. A search-
house wae situated clgse by also containing twe ®ther R.I.C. The
Police on the pathway, as the men filed pasesed, would touch different
men on the shoulder. These men would then have top turn into the '
search-house and be pawed and felt all over by the stalwarte inside,
At times the Police would touch two men abrest, then would perhape
let five or six pass, then reach over and touch one in the middle
and 8¢ on, 2o that nobody knew when he wag to be searched, and
should a’ man who had been touched, attempt to pase without going
gn' to'the hut, the Sergeant ir charge would pounce orn him and force !

im in. D e _

The next outstanding event occured on the signing of the Anti-
Conscription document in all the towns and villagee in Ireland
in 1918, Very fow men presented themselves for work on that day
and all ferry-launches and other boate manned by Civiliane 'in the
Dockyard remained tied up at the ir moorings. Then,after the Sinn
Fe in victory at the electicns, followed by Dail Eireann meeting 1ln
1919 a few of the local, lads were gradually admitted to the I.R.A.
Followed,the appeal by Michael Collins for subscriptions to the
firetv Dall Bireann Loan, to which incideéntally I subscribed., Ths
loan in my District.was collected by a chum of mins,Michadl Hanley
of Shanbally, Monketown, Co; Cork, and. informed me that there had
been a very good response. Qn 1820 came the forming
of a.5inn Fein Club and the setting up of a Republican Court. Now
the organizérs of these went a truly democratic way about getting
them agppointed. They approached the local A.Q.H. Divieion, the
loeal National Poreeters Branch, The Farmers, the local C.0., and
others and asked them to co-operate, which they d1d. When the
matter ‘was brought up at the local A.QO+Hs Branch of which I happened
10 be financial secretary, ®©he members offered no oppoeition, but
it'was clearly pointed ocut, that any member who offered his =~
services did o on his own résponsibility and on his own initiative.
It may be mentioned here that at this periecd the R.I.C. Were being
withirawn from isolated Barracks by the authoritiee and conseguently
it became neceggary in the publin interest, that respect for the Iag
ghould be énforced,and the I.R.A. took a hand. The first business
was the setting up of the so-ealled Arbriation Courte. Thig was a
misnomer, a8 tha'findinige were enforced. from the very begirming by
the I.R.MA.. The Court was establighed in July 1920,and the followin:
were appointed to act, after a free vote ' had been taken at the
meésting of the representatives of the bodles already mentioned; the
HEQ; Fr« Timothy Murphy C.C. Ringasgkiddy, having been moved to the
< ir .« ’ -

President. Sean De Barpid. (John Barret) Iaurel Eill,
Monkstown, Co; Cork. (Farmer ).

Seamue O h-6idirecdil (James O'Driscoll)
Acting Captain lecal I.R.A., Ringaskiddy,
Co; Cork. {Blackemith)
Prionnsas @ Buillibean.(Frank O'Sullivan)
The Tower, Ringaskiddy, Co; Cork. Captain
_lu::al I«RusAs {Fﬂ.Fﬂ!ﬂr}

Juet ices

N Tl

Sﬁamqa 0 Donnaﬁiin.,.{.l‘amea 0'Donovan)
Monkstown, Co; Cork. {(Painter)

BEdward Barry, Raffeen, House, Raffeen,
Monketown, Co; Cork. (Farmer). .

Patrick J. O'Sullivan, The Caetles, Ringaskiddy,
Co; Cork. (Farmer). '

Subeg itutes

A P P T i

Registar. Jermiah Joseph Bradley. (Dlarmued © Bré itild ).
: Raheens, Carrigaline, Co; Cork. (Boilermaker ),
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Very sooi after the Court had been appointed.the Sinn Fein Club
(Shanbally and Ringaskiddy .‘Eranch) cams into 'being the folloning
ware the- ofificers appnintad- .

President and Chairman. J.J. Braﬂlay, Raheen$ Carrigaline,
Gu, Corke.

+

e

secretary. Jeroms D'Cannnr, Shanbally, Monkstosn.

Delegate to Comhairle Ceanntair. J.J. Bradley, Ra_baa!nﬁ-
' Carrigaline, Co; Cork.

It wae very strongly emphasized by ths I.R.A. authorities (local)
that each official poeition in both the Sinn Fein Club and the Gnurt .
should be duplicated, so as.that in case of an arreet -or shooting®of
any official, the othser could etep in and take his place. The
importance of the Courte and their activities was very mauch streseed
in several letters from President DeValera to the Comhabrle Ceanntair
Sinn Fein,and at all costs they were top be képt funetioning and their
findings executed,wers ths tone of his remarks. I may here mention
that the Monketown Parieh Court did duty for a very large part of
South East Cork and its findings were in all casesg, earried out..
punctually and thoroughly by the Republican Ploice. Theee Police
were recruited from the Sinn Fein Club mainly, though ths Lieutenant..
in charge wae an active member of the I.R.A. nNamely Michael Hanley,
Shanbally, Monkstown, Co; Corks to whom the Police were responsible,
and right well they did their duty. A sum of 1/- was paid to the

Police for serving summona etc, later advanced to 2/- hjl' the registRAR
of the Court.

" Qur first case was called on September the lst. 1920 at 7.p.m. and

" "the following are ths details;- Mr. Cornelius Murphy, Parkgariffe,

Monkstown, Co; Cork. charged ¥Mr. Denis O'Connor; Boyworks Road,
Roachestown. with assaulting him and causing him ~griev.ous budll.v
injury on August ths 8th. 1920. Defendant wae found guilty of
asgsault and bound to th® peace for thres months,and to appear be fore .
the Court if called upon, diring that time and to pay costs viz 2/6d.
This decree was carried ocut, The Court eat at Parish mll,

Monkst own. Public Admitted., The next case, same date Sept. lst. 1920
Corne lius Murphy, Parkgariffe, Monkstown, Co; Cork. charged

Mr. Michasl O'Connor (Brother of the previous defendant) with assault
afid causing him grievous bodily injury on Sunday Auguet the Bth.1920.
De fendant found guilty, fined I®/- plue 2/6d4. Coste of Court and
bound to ths peace for three Months,and t o appear before ths Court if
called upon during that time. Danrea: carried out fully.

Justices. Sean Da&arni& (John Barret®, Frank O'Sullivan,
and Jamea O'Driscoll. -

EE
.Hﬂ giﬁtar - JeJ+ Bradle ¥ .

Qur next case was #ilspo one of dszault and abusive language.
Thomas McGrath, Ballyorban, Monketown. Jeremish Murphy, Parkgariffe.
defendant. Two inportant witnesses were s@mmoned on this case viz
' Ed. Hennebry, Pafkgariffe. and D. Bateman, Ballymott, Monkst ownass BuT

Lhey failed toappear. For Contempt of Court &nmbrr waz fined £5
reduced to S5/- to be paid within one weuk Bateman wag fined £5-
reduced to IG/- momey to be racovered by I.R.Polica. The defendant
Marphy was found gullty of a2 technical assault, fined 1/- and 7/64d.
Coate of Court. to bs paid within ones month.- All decrees carried
out and money recovered by I.R.Police. Court sat at Monketown Parish
Ball, Sept. the 8th. 1920. Juetices:= John Barrett (Pres.)
F.0'Sullivan, Jas% O'Driscoll. Regidtar, or Clerk. J.J. Bradley.

The' naxt- Court wae beld on Hnnmbar the 3rd. 1920 at Monkstown
Parish Hall to dacide the fnlluqing.
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* Mre.Michael Cox, Shanbally, Monkstown. Sued Mr. and Mrs.
Ml., Gleeson, Raffeen. for possegssiom of house,sltuated at Raffaen

_owned by plaintiff (Mre. Cox). BEvidence having been heard, the Court
- Torderéd the Gleesons to vacate the house byl 1a1; December 1920.

s . i

: . _ J’us‘hicas'- J. Barrett (Pres)., F.O'Sullivan,
- N v ) J e U'Driﬂﬁﬂlli ‘"

e
Regietar;- J J. Bradley.

‘Next Case .(Nwembar Zrd. 192C). same venue as above. S
VL Mr. D, *’acksun, Monket own plairtiff sued Mr. and Mrs. W. Barrett,
-~ ' JMenkstown for poscession of two rooms in house of plaintiff at

Monkstown. Judgment was given . in favour of plaintiff, but the parties
were ¢cglled before the Court when judgment,was given, and the matter
wag amicably settled tu the satisfaction of a.ll R .

e

L]

(Court Personnel, 2ame as above ).

The next Court was held on November 29th. 1920. and were it not ~

for the Intelligence Department of I.R.A« the whole personnel of vie
Court would have been captured red-hgnded. The following gre the
-ﬂataila*-— The Republican Police complained to the Registar of Court

\ that the Publichouses at Ringaskiddy were being kxept open at all

' hours for the sale of drink, Sundays included, and in spite of

repeated warnings by I.R.P. @onsequently it was decided -to take ac.'hier

Each of the -Publichouses (Three in number) wae raided on Sunﬁay

. afternom Huvumbar Tth. 1920. The Proprietors being:-

1. D.B. o' Fl_?nn I.ic:anseﬂ Vintner, Lee View, Ringaskiddy, Ga,Cnrk.

2, Theos. Touhy " " Bay ?iuw Hotel "
. 2« Wichael Forde " " 1t "
- and 17 mén in all had their names taken by the I.R.FP. for being on the

.premises,illegaly drinking, at the different houses. Summons were
izsued by Registar to appear at the 0ld School Hougs, Ringaekiddy
. where it wae daecided that the Court would git at 7.30.p.ms on
Monday November 29th. 1920, ®he propfetors of the different Public-
house2 having aleo being ﬂummnmd. Now I must explain here that I
had at all tigmﬁ gigned my name to the Court Summons in Irish viz
Dip.rmuiﬂ O Breifils. This Irish spelling and prohunciation giffers
: from the accepted one for Bradlsy, as it is written O'Brolcame but
my late Fathﬂr R.I1.P. who waes a fluent native Irish Speaker told me
and impres’:ed on me that the pronunciation wae ag I had signed, and
I have always adhered to it, Very few pe ople .outside the ranke of
the I.R.A. 2nd Sinn T in Club were aware of this, and to this fact
I attribute my freedom from being arrested by the enemy. It must be
./ borne in mind that I was still working as a Boilermaker in HEMi.Dock=
Jard Bgulbowline and continuéd todo so up to March 1921, However %to
continue, It happened that one of the men, who had been sbnmoned to
attend @he Court for.a breach of the Licensing laws, was also a
Dockyard Employee, and he was Actually seén to hand to Head-Constable
Egan, R.I.C. Haulbowline the summeone which he had received; and to tel
him all the circumbtances etc;. This mane name was Daniel Iynch,
The Marsh, Ringaekiddy, Cc; Cork. CoxeWwain. Needléese tg say the
Bead-Constable made full use of the information, as events proved,
Bowever, I wag proceeding to the "Qld School House" on that November
night and I was met half-way (the. distance was 2% miles from my hame)
by the three Justices and some I.R.A.. who had received reliable
infarma‘b ion that the "Jocke a Scottish Regiment stationed at Cove
. and ' Captained by the natorious Gordon Duff,a cold-blooded murderer,
assisted by Black and Tans and R.I.C. intended to carry out a raid’
on the Court. It was decided,there and then that the Court would
8it in an unoccupied house at Upper Shanbally, and ecoute were sent
rodnd to nofify all the people who had been summoned. Shanbally 1is
gituated about two miles from Ringaskiddy. The Court aat at about
9spems and dealt with all the Cases. The Three Publicans wers fined

7/6d4, 7/64, and 6/~ respectively, the one who was fined 6/=- having
appeared bafnre tha Cairt ramalo Meales T T o
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of theusavs nﬁe;;ar;”'_mn_gumu.mneﬂ for béing ~ﬂ_.'l'1- ti’ﬁ 'di-i‘ferent. 'pre{n ises, -
seven appeared before the Court and were fined 1ld. and Coste total 2/74.
the other ten were fined 2/6d. and Costs total 5/- all of whiech was

-duly’paid, having been collected by I.R.P. OCne of the men fined and

who d1id not appear at Court ‘was named Thomas Nolan, Naval Pensioner.
This man threatened to blow the brains sut of anyone who came to 'his
house to collect any fines. The fine was, however, paid by his .
Daughter who is now my dearlysloved wife. An.amiafing feature was that
another of the men fined was a Deputy-Justice viz P.J. 0'Sullivan,
Farmer, Ringaskiddy.  In the méantime - the "Jocks".and Tans, Bte; duly

‘carried out their raid at 7.30.peds on the O1l4 School . House, no one,.

of course was present and they knocked with the butte of the ir Arms

and ghouted to open in ths Kinge name, Wetting no response:ons of the
Officers fired a Revolver shot through the lock of the door and bupst

it open. Imagine their discomfiture when all they could manage to
capture was some details and-accounte of the Shamroeck Hurling Club, who
had the use of the School-house for their recreationgmeetings ete;

I may add’ that the local Commandant I.R.A. happened to be present at
the gitting of this Court together with seome Junior Officere as
spectators; namely,. Richard O'Mmhoney, Rochestowng,(Presidenty J. Barrett,
F. 0'Sullivan, J.0'Driscoll, as Justices. Registhar:- J.J. Eradley.

_Qur next important case wag called for December 18th. 1920:; It was
I.ReB. V. P,J, Fitzgerald, Shopkeeper & General Merchant, Passage West.
The charge was receiving stolen goods, knowing same teo have besen stolen
Lo wit, clothes, mens. . Although this happened outeide Monketown Parish
the Passage West I.R.A, asked that the case be trisd by our Court, as.

"no Court was functioning in their area at this periocd. The Case was

adjourned to Jan. 29th. 1921 and Fitzgeraldywho in the meantime had
bec omé -bankrupt, failed to appear, However the two men who had stolen
the chothes and 20l1d themto Fitzgerald, appeared,and pleaded guilty
and gave the I.R.P.,and the Court every aessistance. Thesé two men
named respectively Joseph Sanguest, Church Street, Passage West and

Js+ O0'Brien, Rathanker, Monketown, Co; Cork @ were both unemployed,
and because of the ir assistance and Co-Operation were bound teo the
peace and got no further punishment. Noa this Fitzgerald wacs .a
gambler, pure and pimple, ﬁa had _ opened up a big Drapery Store, Provision
Store, Picture .House, Pawnbroking Office, Btc; in the +own of Passage
West, got most of hie goodes on credit,and failed to make the grads.

‘It happened that he was adjudged a Bankrupt between August 1920 (date
of the receivibg of stolen goods) and January 1921,but the Court tried
the case in his absence, and fined him 220, 5. ¢d+ in all, I 'should
here mention that representations were made on Filtzgeraldé behalf,to
the Distriet Cburt Magisirate Mr. Sean Prior of Carrigaline, Co; Cork.

.to have the fine reduced, This was -done and his fine was now £I0. 5. @d.

He .pleaded inability,to pay but it was of nc avail. 'The Court gave
power to the Registdr and the I.R.P. to recover the money by any means,
ehort of being absolutely criminal. A unigue method mwas adopted.

The Pidlice; I:R.F. assisted by Pascage West I.R.P. called on.Fitzgerald
and took sufficient. goods, clothesy, etc; to redlize the amount of the
fine. These were.eold subsequently to pe.cple who had ‘already expressed

"the ir intention of purchasing sams, at cost price, they being fully

aware of all ths circumetances of the position. Every penny of the
fine and costs was collected in this manner, although 1t took a
considerable time. : t - .

- ]
f .

Ssame date Jan. 29th. 1921; a decree forithe possesaion of an out-

"house at Ringadkiddy was issued. Case:- Ed. 0'Sullivan Shipwright

plaintiff Ringaskiddy. V. Timothy Tw cimﬂ;r fefendant Shopkeeper.

The next Court-was held at Monkstown on April 9th. 19213 The caee
was one of abusive and threatening language and injury to house of ’
ﬁla.intirf. “Hirs. B. Murphy, Strawhall, Monkstovn, plaintiff,.

Mr. & Mrs. P. Spillane ~ " - " defendant®

‘ Date of offence March 20th. 19281, Maving heard evidence, the case was

adjourned to April 22rd., for production of witnesses,and investigatiom
by I.H.P. At this sitting the defendants were found guilty and all
parties were bound ‘to the peace in their own gecurity for €ix calendar
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pasging on the vital information. True enough, WMilitary and Police
did rdid the Parish Ball on that evening and could only find some
accounts and books. re the Ball and a Bible,which fortunately they
did not seize, or we'd have been put to the expende of purchasibg
another in its place for Court purposes. '

. . L]

Then came the truce on July 1llth. 1921 but the Court carried on
as per instructiena from I.R.A. 2nd sat as usual when cases came
up for Judgment. On July 20th. 1921, Cork Rural Dietrict Council
per Mr. D, Corcoran, Rent Collector, sued the follewing for @ebts
due for Rent of Cottages, Seeda and ¥Anurea supplied etc;
John Hennibry, labourer, ‘Monkstown. Mrs. B. MeGrath, Householder,
Monkst cwn.. Michael Fitzgerald labourer, Monkstown. Phikip Lineham,
Currabinny, and Mrs. T. 0'Brien, Householder, Currabinny. The
declsion of the Court was- - An Qrder was made by Court that all
appears of Rent Btc; were to be pald by instaldents; to be completed
in six mentha. This was accepted by Mr. D. Corcoran on beshalf eof
R.D.C+ Cork and thﬂ decrees were earriad out in a.ll ¢asea

Dn August ath. 192) ¥r. D, Corcoran agadn appeared baf‘ora the
Court 'at Monketown on behalf of the Cork R.D.C. to recover a debt
of £4. 18. 11ld. due to him by Jeremiah 0'Callaghan for seeds and
manures supplied.

e The Court found defendant liable for full amount. ° -
2. Defendant ordeled by Court to pay a first instalment viz £1 on
" or before lst. September 1921.
3. Full amount to .be paid on or before lst.. Dacambar 1921 and fined
2/5&. and Coata total 5/-. ,

Justices ;- J. Barrett, P.J‘. O0'Sullivan (Deputy. J'ustica}
.and Jamea (O'Donovan (Repuiy Justice ).

' &

Rﬁgiat@ i= JuJ. Braﬂlag. . ' -
De fendant did-not comply with the findings of the Court and on
April ICth., 1822 he was eentenced to three months hard labour in .
Cork Gaol for (1) Not complying with decree of Gourt held Aug..6th.
1921 . (b) Not complying with decree of Court held Jan. 1922,
(c) Threatening to assault I.R.Police, when they called at his houss
to carry Tout decrees of Courtsand refusing to pay Coste and Fines

.ate; on Erﬁ. April ‘1922, He wae releasged from Cork Priecon on May
Eth. 1922, money having been paid on hia behalf by hie relatives.

(See enclosed letter from Govefhor Cork Gmol ).
A__SAD CASE.

. On Monday August 8th. 1921 the I R.P. had in custody in an old
barn at Seamount, Ringaskiddy, Co; Cork a prisoner named Patrick -
O'Neill (22) Loughbeg, Ringaskiddy. B wae charged with aseaulting
hiz Mother and his two Brothers, Daniel and John, the two latter
being I.R.A. Volunteers,on the previous night,at his o%n heme. The

_ evidancn submitted to t-hﬂ Coiirt ,. which was held in the old barn at

7 wpems ‘that evening, waa to the &ffect that he had arrived home on
il® previous Sunday evening conziderably the worse for drink, had
kicked and beaten his Brothers and had thrown a bill-hodt at his.
Mother, which fortunately did not strike her, but etruck the door
be side her. Both Brothers testified to this at the hesaring and
were the principal #itnesees. The prieoner, who was manacled, was
realy in a .bad way, foaming from the mouth and with a wild stare in
his eyes. It transpired later that he had drank bad Whiskey on the
previous night al Crosshaven, which accounted for hie unusual bad
behaviour, as ordinarily he was not a bad sort, by any means.
However the Court sentenced him to deportation for 12 months and
he was given the choice of ®estimtions. B chofe Scotland, and.
the I.R.P. were to see to his departure on the Steamer, which was
Gone on-ths following day, I enquired from-one of hie Brothsre some

. time later as to his progress and he informed me that he had secured

work shortly after his arrival in Scotland, and furthermore that he
had got married some six months later and was quite happv and conten
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During the remainder of the year 1921 the following cases were
heard and dealt with by the Court amongst some othere i~

"August 20th. 1921 Mrs. A. O'Donovan, Monkstown, Plaintiff V.
Mree. A+ Fegarty, Monkst own De fendant, cauge of action, Tre spass on
plaint iffs lands. " n

‘Auguet 20th.l921. Miss K. Coughlan, Ringaskiddy, Plaintiff V..
Mre Cv Symons, Shanbally, Daf‘anﬂant for money due to plaintiff' for
Sservices rendered.. . d i

August 20th. 1921. Migs M. O'Regan, Ennlskﬂan, Co; Cork, Plddntiff
V. David O'Flynn, Pump Iane, Ringaskiddy, Defendant, eause-of action
Poseession of plaintiffs house held by de fendant for nun-cumplianca
with payment ofsRent. .

Septembsr 3rd. 1921. Mr« RoW. Hosford, Ringaskiddy, Plaintiff V.
‘Mr. Maurice Murphy, Ringasklddy, Defendant. for Rent of house
g ituated at Barnahely and occupled b;r,r defend ant , frﬂm middle of June
1921 to date. , '

September 17th. 1921. Mr. P. Colline, Raffean, Plaintiff V.

Mr. Simon White and MT. John MeCarthy both of Raffeen, Defendants,
for using threatening and abuﬂlv_e language to plaintiff. i
]

September 17th. 1921. Mise Nora Johnson, Shanbally, Plaintiff V.
Mrs. M4 Griffin, Shanbally,Defendant for abusgive and thraa‘taning
language on 9th, September 1921. .

gseptember 17th. 1921, Mrs. M, Kelleher, Shopkeeper, Raffean,
Plaintiff. V. Mrs. O'Donovan, Raffeen, Defendant,; for recovery of
debt due by defendant for goods racaivuﬂ.

September 17Lh.1921, Mrs. A. Enright, Shopkeeper, Hingasl-idﬂ;r
Plaintiff V. Timothy Roche an John L,ynch both of Ringaskiddy for

recovery of debt due by defendamts for gacﬂa and provieiens supplied,
various dates.

septamber724th.1921. ¥Mr. P. Colline, Raffeen, Plaintiff V.

. Messere Thoe. Ryan, Frank Flynn, and William ('Neill all of Raffeen,
De fendants, cauge of action for ueing abusive and thréatening language
to plaintiff on 20th. Sept.l1921, at Raffeen, and preventing him from
digging his potatoes, which were groming on the farm of defendants
emplu:.rer r Simen ﬁ’hitﬂ.

- o+

September 24th.1921, VMr. P. Collins, Raffesn, Plaintiff V.
Mr. Simon White, Farmer and Iandowner, Defendant for assault on
plaintiff and .e:!.an@er cus statemente gnd for aggault ing plaintiffs Wife.

November Sth. 1921. ¥r. Simon White, Raffeen, Iand owner, Plaintiff
V. Mr. P. Collins, eame address Defendant. (1) For posceesion of
Plalntlffﬂ houtse occupied by defendant. (2) For trespass and larceny

of potatoes. (3) Assault and- abusive language on the 20th, ani 2lst.
September 1921. ,

_ November S5th., 1921. W.J. 0'Sullivan, Drapur, Grand Parade, Cork.
. Plantiff. V. Nurce Kelly, Raffeen, Defendant, recovery of debt

6. 0L-784%-dfer by 86 féndant For goods réce ived.

Lecember 3rd. 1921, Mr. P.J., 0'Sullivan, Barnahely, R rmer,
‘Plaintiff. V. Mr. P, McCarthy, labourer, S nbally, Defendant,

recovery of a ®ebt £1. I0. 0d. for Cats suppliad to defendant
8pring 1921, ,

Decembér 17th. 1921, Mr. Simon White, Farmer and Iandowner, '
Plaintiff., V. Michael & William cnffa;r, Ra ffeen De fendants, for

cutting and removing a tree value 30Q/- from plaintiffs land on. the -
night of 18th./19th. November 1921.
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December 17th. 1921, ¥r. C. Scannell, Insurance Agent, Ringaskiddy
Co; Cork. Plaintiff. V. Mre, Ed. 0'Sullivan, Ringaskiddy, Defendant,
for assault and abusive and threatening l&nguaga on 4th. Danembar
1921 at Ringaskiddy.

' ’
Detaile' of ‘t._haas cases ware dispatched ¥o the Mlnistﬂr of Home
Affairs together with recorde, caah, etec; at Merrion Street Upper,

.Dublin. in-April 1923 for which I. hold racaipta, and thﬂ District
Justices tock war as from Oectobar 1922, -

(8ee enclnsed letier from Hjin;atrr of Home. Affairs ).

| . " #

3 ¢ A .

._M D’bhﬂm
J.J. Bradley., . -
January 1949

—
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THE_SHANBALLY AND RINGASKIULY BFANCH QOF
QF 8 INN FRIN aun‘rrs_ ACTIVITIES',

The Sinn ¥ im Cumann wae established in our District in August
1920. Its members wae recpuited, in most part, from those in the
locality who were not members of the I.R.A, ‘Rlthough the closest
possible co-operation existed between the two bodiee, and it weuld
be quite correct to say that the Sinn Fein Club wae an ancillary to
1tl|- 1.6, I.R.A. . ’ . '

Having been appointed President of the Cumann at its inception
I collacted as many eymphathieere &8 posegible, about 30 I think,
and we appointed Officers by vote of the parties present. It was
expresely laid down for us by the I.R.A. Officers, that a substitute
"or Geputy ehould bs selected to take the place of each official, in
case of the lattere cppture or death by the enemy, so ag to ensure
continuity. The following wers officials ‘as. fap ag I can remember:-

Pregident and Chairman. J.J..Bradlay.

o

Députy Chairman and Secretary. Jerome O'Connor, Shanbally.
Deputy Secretary. Eamonn DeBarra. ' o
Comairle Ceanntair Representative. J.J. Bradley.

From the membere we selected men for Police Duty. Mr. P. Sisk,
Mre J. Quill, ¥r. Florence McCarthy, Mr. Ml. Cronin and some others.
Theea Police undér their Officer I.R.A. Iieut, Michael Hanley carried
out dutlies esuch ae gerving of summons to I.R. Court, collecting fines
‘and executing decrees, running dispatches, carrying out boycott of
~ Britdsh goods, such as papers, cigarettes, magazines, etec; ete; and
acting as scoute and sentrles for I.R.A. when required.

leetings of the Sinn Fein Club were geldom held at the one place,
eomé times 1in a diesused house, at othere in a sheltered corner of a
field and eo on. All matters and correspondence etec. dealt with at
- C.C. were duly reported by me to the members, alepo any-nems and
detdilsof ambushes or attacke on Croan Forces which would net appear
in . local papers, and in which, of course some of the members of C.C.
had taken part notably,our chairmn 8. Hales, Gonsequently the meeting:
were well attended and eagerly loocked forward %o.

As delegate to C.C. Sinn Fein I attended all meetinge of euch,

which embraced all the area of S.E. Cork. Thie area included
, Uonketown Parieh, Carrigaline, Kinsale, Banden, Ballygarvdn,
Eallinhasslig, and Crosshaven. The President and Chairman of C.C.
B8.,E. Cork was ‘the late Brig. Gen. Séan Bales T.D. ons of the granfest
typee of men I had ever mot, genial and friendly, but a etrict '
~disciplinarian. Sean was one of four Brothers of farmer stock all
of whom eauffered in the"Tan War". B had a light complexion, Brown
hair, was over medium height and very sturdily built. At a guese I
would say he wae about 16 etone weight, but active and lively, He
weuld be in the fortles poesibly, at the time I knew him., He wae a
great athlete in hie younger days, ae were his brothers, and all the
family commanded the gréatest respsct in their native locality.
_ ?ﬂtiar pensg than mine, will I'm sure, do justice to this grand

amily. o ' :

' -
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» All reports and directions iseued by the Ard Comzirle 8inn Fein
at Headquarters Dublin were read out and d4scussedl at these meetings
which were of necesseity always held in-some pemote farm-house always
at different venues, I.had, I think attended some s8ix or seven meeting

of C.C. 1920QY21l. and only once wae Sean Bales absent and that was due. .

to his attendance as delsgate to Ard Comairle Dublin., I had seem him
preside ag chalrman at a C.C. which was hslid somewhere bstween Tracton
and Kinsale in early 1921junfortunately I haven't the exact date, but
I remember distinctly, that be arrived that day, cocated #ith mud and
locksd terribly tired. I was told,after the meeting that he had -
walked £4 miles the previous night and morning, from somswhsre in Weet
Cork after an ambush 8o ag to be present. B deslt with all ths

. -business, which came up for discuseion,letters, orders,stc; without

the slightest sign of haste or impatience. When the meeting con -
cluded and we were preparing to go hom, a large convoy of the ensmy
with Iancia Cars, Tenders, etc; could be seen procesding in ths &ireok
direction of Kineale Ain the distance.

I have before me a few notes which I todk at a C.C: Sinn -Fein at
Ballinadee, Soan Hales in the Chair, 21 Clubs were represented;, Report
of Cumainn from the different areas were submitted 2lso reports on ‘
Republican Courte. The Chairman dwelt on the ‘nbeolute neceseity of
re-~organizing Cumainn in areas where thsy were falling into decay.

All reportse were coneidered satisfectory, A discuseion arose aes to the
earrying out of a decree lesued by the Republican Court in Ballygarvan.
It, wae Btresseéd by the Chairman that in all cases the I.R.P. were’ '
respongible for the exscution of same. In Clubs where Officers M :
bsen removed, instructione were iseued to appoint new ones immediately
This applied mostly to the Weatern part of the Area. A Vote of
Cond olence .was pagseed to'relatives of Frank Burley Treasurer C.C./
A tribute to the work of the Courtes (Republiwan) was read in a letter -
frgm Prepgident DeValera who aleo pointed out the absolute neceesity

of keeping them alive. .Another dated August 15th. (Year not 'etated.)
Upton, Sean 'Buckley in the ' Chair, Minutes read and gigrned. A letter
of explanation was read from M. Murphy, Kinsale as to hie appearing at
Brnemy Court, was coneidered satisfactory, but he was warned ae to future
conduct’, A letter was also read from Ard Comairls aekdng that a

. delegate othsr than thse P.D. for area ahould bs appointed, Sean

Buckley was proposed by Pat Tobin, Monkstown seconded by P.0"Neill,
uninipous. an, Buckley suitably returned thanke. A letter from
Officegz of Bire #8 was read asking to keep circulat'ion of paper alive., .
The chairman asked deleogates to take home this fact to their' different
Cumainng .The A.O0,B. was referred to, and delegates were asked. to ke 61
membe re- of same in line. The chairman thonght that any seticn was-n—
unneceesary a8 in most ima_aa the Hibernians had backed up the Republieca:
Courts, agreed. Dail Bijeann loan to be concluded. Next C.Cs :
meeting to be held as soon as possible after Ard Comairle Sinn Fein,
The question of”importation-and sale decree”was than discuseed, and' a
proposition moved that all Clube notify Shopkeepersy Unfortunately

I have no further record of Sinn Fein Club activity but I will add

q -
- -

% . L R |
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At a meaeting of ths members of the varioue Sinn Feln Clubs who ‘
had accepted the treaty ppaition held in Ballinadee April 16th. .-
1922. Sean Bales T.D. wae in ths Chair, When routine business
concluded the chairman warned all present on the' cccasien, that,

' on rnio aeccount was anyone to carry out reprisale,or interfere with
other meetings, nor were any meetings to be held for the present

to advance Iinterest of our Caindidates. BB then turned to me and
asgked what the position of the I .R.A. membere weresin my District,
meaning were they pro,or anti - treaty. I replied that the Captain
and two Lieutenante were "Republican” and was procesding, when his
face became distorted with anguish and rage, I,of course had used
the term unthinkingly. Bs interrupted me, ard in a terrible volce
shaking with emotion he asked me d4id I not think him as gool 2 = -
Republican ae any. ¥#If I thought he said™ that I had done an injury
. to the Republic by veoiifiigifoor the acceptance of the Treaty, I'd
have cut that right Yand=6f mine off" raleing his right hand in the
air "before 1'd do such a thing"™ "and"” he continued dont you ever
make such a distinction againt He wag loudly applauded and I tendere:
my apologies which he accepted graciously, and we.were the beet of
.friénds ever after., Poor fellow, he was shot like a d¢g on Crmond
Quay in December .l1922, . -, ..t '

th hies gallant and ehiv;irwa soul rest. in peace.
0y ;

- ) Janvary 1949.
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- ' 78 FLYING OF THS TRI.COLCUR .

AT EINMKIDDZI Gr; CORK, '

(-

On a sunny morning in the month of May 1917 the residents of
Ringaskiddy and ns ighbourhood, and ths men proceeding %o work at
Baulbowline were astonishsd to see a tri-colour, Green, white, and
Gold flying from the top of the highsst tree, at the bottom of the
hill called "File-a=-Cro" just at ths entrance to Ringaskiddy
Village and immediately inside the boundary wall of"Prospect Villa"..
Part of this latter Farm or Holding md been taken cover by the
Naval Authorities as Recreaticnal Ground for Naval Trainees. -

' Thie tri-colour could be plainly sesn from Cove two.mileg away
and from Baulbowline Dockyard and Ordnance Storee acrosa the By,

Inmediately there was R.I.C. activity (A Pollce Barrack was
gituated at Ringaskiddy at this time, A Sergeant O'Bara and four
Constables being the custolians of the lam). A shotgun, and a
Markeman named Jack Walton (a2 true "loyaliet") was procured and
he was asked by the R.I.C. Sergeant to shoot 1t down. After N\,
few dozen insffective tries the flag still flaw gallantly. The

. Police then tried ladders, but alas for tteir effortel thay falled

to reach the "terrible” flag even by tying all the available
ladders togethear., The "boye" who had, the previous night attached
the flag to the. tree, tock the precaution of cutting all the
branches andi footholds from ths top of the tree d ownwards for
twelve or fifteen feet, fhow this had been accomplished in the. dark
of the night mith absolute secrecy was sursly no mean feat on the ir
part, only two being involved, and ths tree being about elgh‘t.% .
feet in haight, There pames be ing Timothy Barrington (Farmer

. Barnahe ly, Ringaskiddy, Co} Cork. gtill resident at same addrese.,

and Joseph Dulchsry (Bngins Fitter) Baulbowline and also a residert
of Ringaskiddy, now at Porde Works, Dagenham, Eseex, England.

The flag iteelf had been made of good Naval Punting at Bulbow=
1ins by a Mise Daisy Cahall (Seamstress) Bulbowline aleo & native
of Ringaskiddy, and smuggled out. Ths R.I.C. gergeant next phonsd
the Military Officer in chargs of Spike leland whapre 2 large
garrison of Army Bngineers wae stationed. This of ficepr digpatched
a party to Ringaekiddy equipped .with fire eescape laddere, ropes,
eto; and after some hours succeeded in removing this "dangerous .
emblem”. It was then about 4 p.me. oo

+

e . Br&ﬂ-ﬁ?-
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THS FUgiING OF RECEEATIGNAL HALLS, HUTS, AND “NAVAL' BRIDGE AT
C '  RINGASEIDDY. |
Iate in 1920 a party of I.R.A: numbering about 25 in charge of
Frank O'Sullivan, The Rower, Ringaskiddy, Co; Cork. and cons isting

of the following mamongst others whom I can't rememberi-
James C'Driscoll, Lieut. and I.R. Court Justice "

Michael Murphy, Volunteer R.I.P.: William Barry, Vol. R.I.P-
_ Pairick .Barry. oo - ReI.P«. John Barry “

wWilliam O'Regan ' " Jag . Russell "

James Barding . " : John Barrett "

wWilliam Cotter ' L : Jag. Bonnessy "

Michasl Banley Iieut. I.R.P.. v o Thonas Wade "

willlam Fennell Volunte ar Wm.Joe .Kiely "

Daniel (Q'Neill. : " ! John 0'Neill . "
- Patrick Bradley " . Daniel 0'Driscoll "

Michae 1l Rearney : "

(esembled at Ringaskiddy at 12 midnight, 6 and under a pre-arranged .
plan, set fire to and completely destroyed all the wooden buildings
guch as Recreation Balls, Dressing Roome, BEtc; at Naval Grounds
ad joining. In addition they also burned part of Naval Bridge and
rendered it impassable,and caused damage to the extent of hundrede
of pounds. By way of good measure they also dug.up parte of Cricket
Pitch, Football Grounde, Etc. They were assisted by some members of
the local Sinn Fein Club, who acted .as Scouts, Sentries, lMescengsrs,
and so0 on. When they had finished, the whole of the well-laid out
Recreation Grounds presented a sorry sight. This operation was
carried out on a certain Friday night about midnight. No action was
taken by the” Authorities until Sunday following. During Mase t ime
ani afterwards, parties of R.I.C. in extended formation accompanied

by Military could be seen walking from Shanbally to Ringaekiddy.

They halted at the scene of the previocus Friday nights activities,
and, as the peopls were procesding homewarde to Ringaskiddy from
Mass by the same route, the Crown Forces he 1d .up- all ths males.
They then compelled all those, to proceed to the aforement iongd
grounds and with shovels and spades to £ill in the holes and leve'l
off the playing-pitches. As the I.R.A, and thelr sympéwthize re had
grave suspicions of the enemy movements, they wizely kept out of -

"the way 2nd were not commandeered. Much greater activity, hold-

upe, etc. wae ghown after this.
. [}

The sxact date of above can be ‘determined by reading the account
given by "The Cork Examiner", Newepaper of appropriate time.

]

‘ Jade Er&dley_._-

January 1549.
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THE_ESCAPE CF PRISONERS (I.R.A.) FROM
SPIKE ' ISIAND IN. THE SPRING OF 192_1. - - -

Iate in Harch or po..ﬂihly earljr i.n April 1921 (Thﬂ axact date can
be ascertained from the Newspaper Cork "Examiner" of the time) a
gensational réscue of I.R.A. Priesoners;three in number as far as I
remekbsr, including Sean McSminey a Brother of the Brixton Martyr
Terence , took place from Spike Ieland. This occa2sion wasg the first
in which any escape from this armed fortreses ever took place in living
mé mory. The Shanbally and Ringaskiddy I.R.A. working in conjunction
with Cove I.R.A. who procured a Motor Launch carrled, out the rescue.
On a Saturday morning at about IQ.a.m. this Iaunch arrived off Spike
Island from Cove, manned by Volunteers. It appears that on a pre-
arranged signal, viz the flying of. a pennant from the stern of the
Iaunch the prisoners overpowersd their Gaclere. (The businesz wae of
course well planned beforehand and the prisonere acquainted of the
procedure to be adopted). They -then, the priescnere dashed to the
Beach where the Iaunch moved in, rﬁa.ﬂjr to receive them, got aboard,
andaway ae fast as they could go to the Mainland at ths Tower,
Ringaskiddy. They were mét here by James 0'Driscoll Acting Captain
I.R.A. Ringaskiddy, who had a emart pony ané trap in readiness.
No time wae logt, they bundled themeelves into the pony-trap and off
they were driven th‘i-'ﬂugh Ringaskiddy village, on to Shanbally.and

"then Raffeen. Some little distance beyond Raffeen the reecued

prisoners abendoned the vehicle and set off on fool tovards Cabbigaline
where arrangements had already been made to receive them. ¢
They were never re- eapturBL

Jemes ('Driescoll Acting Captain I.R.A. who took ¢harge of the rescue
at Ringaskiddy end, ie now residing at Easet Douglag, Co; Cork, and
c¢an supply any fur'thar detalle necegsary. At about 2 30 on that
afternoon, the Military arrived at Ringaskiddy, coming by different

-routes, with Armoured Cars, Iancia Cars, Lorries, Etc; but'they weré

too late. EBvidently they had some reliable information as to the
mode of conveyance which was ueed t'o transport the prlsonsrs,ae they
in‘harroga.tad gaveral peopla in the Dietrict including school children
and enjuired if they had seen a pony and trap being driven in a
certain direction., Of -course, Nobody had geen any such thing, and
they had to return disappointed and angry. 4he rescue was ‘l'.imed and
carried out with gmazing precision and eplit- sacon& timing and
ﬂasarvad to be euccaseful. \ +

b i S ‘9‘%’&1&
. JeJe Bradley.
January 1949. = o T
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THE "SKELLIG" LIST. T

. 5 . '
In the first week of Ient 1921 Michael Cronin §.RP. and myself,

were procoeding homewards from Ringaskiddy at about I0.15.p.m..

It was a lovely moonlight night, calm and still. Balf a mile outside
the Villageé, three strange men passed us, In a country place, as is
well known, strangers are recognized as such,immedlately. We bade
them good night,but got no response, IOO yards behind came two others,
11 were ‘ir mufti. These,too,failed to return our greeting. Somse
dietance behind came three others and then a bunch of five. Just as
. the five got abrest of us,they suddenly turned oM us, whipped oup
Revolvers and stuck them into our eides, "Put them up" "Yom "
they hisesed “Come on, up higher, You wont touch the __ Ek,?..“- .
We put up our hands, high as we. could. The next bunch 511511_.‘- arrived
apparently contained their Officer,bacause he immédiately etarted to
"gquestien us,"Where were we going ?"‘Where had we been?.Etc; Cur names
. Addresses, and our Cecupation$. Whsn we informed him that we were

.both wmployed: in H.M. Dockyard, Haulbowline,he seemed to think that
we weren't too "bad". "Got any Gune on you" he eaid proceeding to
search us all over., Putting hie hand into my inner cocat pocket, he
pulled out a emall bundle of old letters etc; and proceeded to.read
by the light of hie flashlamp. Amongst the letters in my pocket,
was what is known in that part of the country,and I may add around the
Southern part of Cork County generally,as a "Skellig List". This was
posted to me anconymously some days previcus. I want to explain here
that such a list contains a good deal of the names of marriageabls,
but unmarried peoples of both sexyes,get out to a kind of doggerel
verse, who were reeident in the dietrict. The language used in these
liste, wae haprdly to be recommended as a suitable one for a2 Sunday
School Teacher, I will gquote one which occurse to me. "Now,theree
Minnie McDonnell an uppish young lass, With a epldiere "Grey-Back"
%o keep heat to her Ase”. There were others of course much more
"epiey", and needless to say, my nams wae aleo includedycoupled. with
gome - rather advanced, unatfractive female, ¥raditioh has itfthat people
who led'nt got married by Shrove Tuesday, had eotill a chance to do-
8o by golng to.the Skellig Roecks, off the Coast of Cork as the time
for getting warried there, had been extended beyond that date.
However, when the Officer started to read the "list” he enquired -
what it was, what it meant ete; and I hastened to explain. BHe was
highly amidsedyand remarked that my name wae alsp entered. Luckily
enough, he missed searching one of my pockets which contained

gome thing I'd have found vepry difficult to explain, as being
innccent.- It was a letter from an old friend, who was at work in .
Tralee, Co; Kerry, and which gave an impression of the activities

of the I.R.A. in that district at_the time. Baving advised us as
to the foolishnese of being out so late etc; etc; he bid us good
night a;ﬂ wé proceeded on our way, rather shaken but-greatly
relieved.: X

D apansS 5. obpiials

' J.J. Braﬁhl-ey,

January 1949 .
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THE BLONING UP AND DESTRUCTICN OF

S CARRIGALINE BRIDGE IATE 1920, N .
I _:".-'M* ' ] f . !

Carrigaline lies on the main Cork-Croeshaven rcad, 7 miles from
Cork and,5 from Crosshaven. A Bridge some 30 or 40 feet apan,
crosees the (Wenabuee riveyr,in the centre of the Village. A Very
important fortress at Gamﬂeh outeide Cr osshaven;and another at
Templebreedy, meant that there was considerable military traffie
between those Fortes and Cork City via Qarrigaline in those daye,
The I.R.A. G@ecided to deetroy this bridge and d4id so very thoroughly.
Some of the names of members of I.R.A. who took part in this opera®’-
tion were :- Jamee Hickey, Uonketown, James O'Driscoll, Ringaskiddy,.
Frank O'Sullivan, Ringaskiddy, Jack Barrett, Shanbally, Patrick
Bradley, Raheens, and others whom I can't recollect. . They were, of
course agssisted by the Carrigalins Volunteers. The bridge was

. almost conplstely destroyed, except for part of a foot-path, about
t¥o or three feet wide which wae Yeft intact, and consequently none
e xcept pedestriams, could croee over. The breach in one part was
only 10 or 12 feet or perhaps less across)the road and foot-path
over the bridge being some 35 to 40 feet niﬂa before destruction.
A labourer named .Corneliue O'Mahoney who lived Jjuet beeide the
bridge decided to cash in on the situation, on the prineiple that
"Tie an 11l wind that ddeen't blow gsomebody good™ and he acquired .
two planks about a foot widegaed 15 or 16 feet longyand fairly
thick. Before the Motors anﬂ Bicycles were prohibited from use by

- the Croan Forces g in the Dietrictya coneiderable number of people |,
ueed to travel from Cork City 'to Crogsehaven, the latter of couree-
being a well known Seaside resort, by Motor ag well ag other modes
of conveyance. When a Motorist would arrive at the broken bridge,
Con O'¥ahoney being on the alert, would appear on the scene with
his two planks, and for a congideration, would lay them acroes the
broken bridge,and thue enable the driver to continue. He did a
roaring t-raﬂe,aapeciallr at week-ends and' Sundays, I have been told
on very good authority, that. he took in 219. I0. ©Od. on one such
week-end. Iater, of course the Military used to carry their oin
appliances for crossing Briﬂgaﬂ;in cagee whara the braach wagn't
too wide tn Epan. '
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