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'. Seumas Doyle,. 23 gt. Aldan's Park, Marino,

l'l I was present at the meeting in the Rotunda on

26 November, 1913, at which the Irish Volunteers were
frjl'rmed. I signed an enrolment form at the meeting and
wa.:r:t- subsequently notified to attend at the Columcille Eall,
Blackhall Place. I was attached to "P" Campany, 1st
Ba.‘Ftalinn, Dublin Brigade. - After a sghart time we
transferred to 40 Pernell Sguare and later to 25 Parnell

_mﬁa:e, which was our Company Headguarters until Easter

Week, 1916,
|
t

i Shortly after the farmation of the Company an electiion
of officers was held. The following were elected :-

| Captain : - Flonfin Lynch
| 1st Lisutenant ~ Jack Shouldice
| 2nd Lieutenant - .~ Diarmuid O'Hegarty

.

I*! Before the split the Company was sbout 200 strong.
When the split occurred only about 20 remained true to the
Ir:l.allh Volunteers. Our Company Officers also remainsd trus.
The first parade I remember after the split was at the
funeral of Mr. Pidgeon of the Coombe who dled as a result of
muné.s received in Bachelor-na Walk. only about an/éﬁ

|
members paraded at the funeral.
i

-about the spring of 1914 Jack Shouldice asked me to
join the I.RB. I was sworn in by him and was a member of
~ the B.iart Teeling Circle which usually held monthly meetings
at Tha Printers' Hall, Lower Gardiner Street. The Gentre,
as far a3 I remember, was Bulmer Hobson, although I remember
Gat-hall. Brugha preslding at some meetings. - The principal

|
|
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mat#ﬂr discussed at the meetings was the suitabllity of
persons proposed for membership of the L.E.B.

i .

| . .

. dbout February 1915 I met J, J. Bourke who used to
mn‘#ribute articles to "Nationality" and "The Workers®
R&p}l.lhlic-.“. He told me that things would soon be huming and
menébionaa that a rlsing wae: intended. He did not say that
f.:anlizollr told him, but I understood that he had his information

fro{n Jamea'ﬂonnolly with whom he was on intimste terms.
!

i: During 1915 I transferred my residence from Belvedere
RGa:d t0 Haddington Road which was in the 3rd _Batt&linn area.

I was present at a parade on Holy Thursday night at 25 Parnsll
Square.  The perade was addressed by a man whom I did not
knc_;w. He gave us mimute instructions as to what we were.
to _!hring for the parade on Easter Sunday. We were to mobilise
at[icolumcilla Hall, Blackhall Place, at 3 p.m., bring 2¢ hours'
rations, uniform, equipment end all available ammunition,

'Hej also tqld.‘ua that if we had not a unifarm not to wear a suit
which would attract fire. ‘Shortly after this man left
Gommandent Ramon Paly, Battalion 0/C, came and gave us the very
same instructions. @ understood from these instructions that

we, were going into action although the question of a rising

| .
was not mentioned by elther Commandant Daly or the other man.

I

!' During Holy Week, I think on Good Friday, I met
ca[ptam Fionén Lynch in Grafton Street. He said to me ;
"‘i&m're alright for Sunday". I said : "Yes; if I can"t get
t6 my own unit I'11 fall 4n with the 3rd Battalion", and he
ag:rEed._. He instructed me to remain cemvenient to my home and
1:£|5 guard my arms and equipment very carefully,

! On Baster Saturday I met Liam Archer, now Assistant
Chief of Staff. He was a section commander of the Campany.

|
Hé sald tome ;: "Aren't you a member of "F" Company?".
i . "
: _ I
I-!L replied that I was. He sald : "Go home and remain at home,

If trouble breaks out, fight or get your way to Headquarters",

|
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' Later on Saturday I met Liam Tannam and he told me that

hi.tacsi Company, "E' Company, 3rd Battalion, were parading at

mlienswuoﬂ House, Oakley Road, at 3 o'clock on Raster Sunday
| .

On Easter Sunday morning I read McNeill's order in the
"Sunday Independent cancelling all parades for the week-end.
In view of this I declded to gu to Oakley Road to fimi out what
was happening. = I arrived there shortly before 3 p.m.

There were sbout 60 men on parade. At about 3.30 Tannam

diaimisaeﬁ the Company and told uﬁ to be ready f‘or probsble
irmediate mobilisation during the following days.

I Next day, Easter Monday, at 11 o'clock I went to Dakley

Road although I had not been mobilised. There were between
I -
20-25 men on perade under section commander Pat Doyle (Milltown).

I vas wearling green puttees and a bandolier. I had a Martini-

Henry rifle and 150 rounds of emmunition, Every men was srmed

with some kind of weapon. Some had shot-guns, others had

‘rifles, and a few carried pikes. Shortly after 11.30 Doyle

tuél.d us he had instructions from r:;a,ptain Tannam to bring the
Company to the G.P.0. Te then marched off in single fila on
each side of the roasd. We proceeded along Ranelagh Road and
Dazi!-tmuuth -Square, _i:hen along the canal. When we arrived at |
t‘.k'q'mi Canal Street Bridge a man whom I did not know, came over
tﬂl Doyle who was in charge of the parade, and told him we were
to march to Bolands Bekery. On owr march from Oskley Road
w.e_; heard some shooting wMich we afterwards were told was from
I.'.la:fzey'a public-house, Portobello, which had been taken over by
thula Irish Velunteers.

| We arrived at Bolands at sbout 12.30. - it was already
Oe'c':upied hy the Volunteers. When we entered the Baker:.r we were
put to aarvaral Jobs by Lieutenant Simon Donnelly and

cmmnandam; De Valera. Another man and I were detailed to erect
a 'bax-rica.da of sacks of :r.'lcmr facing the gate leading to

am‘l Canal Quay.
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On Monday night I anﬂ three others under section cmmnander

Pat Flanagan were.on guard duty in the Dispensary, G:vam Canal
Street, -and on Tuesday morning I and two others under Lieutsnant '
Geolrg& Murphy wisited the Tram Power Station, Ringsend Road.
Lieutenant Murphy ordered the Engineer in charge to close down
tha Power Station and to cut off the supply of elactricit:y.

'ﬂlis. was quickly dona. The rest of that day, Tuesday, I spent
on guarr.‘t duty in the Distillery, Ringsend Rcad. We were
withdrawn that night by section commander Cullen sbout 11 o clouk
anﬂ we had a good sleep in the Bakery.

| Next morning, mdnasd.ay, Lieutenat Simon Dnnnally' ordered
m:,ra:elf, Volunteers Bob Cooper and Jeumas Kavanagh with .sactioq
coﬁnmﬂar Donohue %o occupy the premises of Messra. Roberis,
Builders' Yard, Clamwilliam Place. - Domohue, Kavanagh and I £00k
up i;uaaitiona on the roof of a shed overlocking Clanwilliam Place

‘and: nearer to Mount Street Brid.ge. We did not loophole the

wall but fired over it. cuoper was allotted the position
adjiauant to Grand Canal Street Bridge.

E The first enemy we saw that morning wes a soldier erossing
wa:f* Grand Canal Street Bridge where there was a barricade
coneisting of overturned bread vans and other obastacles.

Gooi::er and I fired at the soldier who was evidently a scout.

He g;\*e a small jump and disappeared from my view, . I was
informed months later by Captain Lism Tannam that the body of a

British soldier was found near the parricade.

: . We heard heavy firing further up towards Merrion Road,

Ballsbridge., The first enemy attack came across Hount Street

Bridge at about 11.30. They were fired on by the men in
Clanwilllam House and any that survived to cross the bridge we
fired at them. The enemy came in a rather wild manner and
appéareﬁ not to know what to do. Another rush across the bridge
was Erapaatsd later by annth:ar group of enemy troops and met a:
strtfmg fire from l'}.lanwilliém House. - Same of them sought cover

.
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at| tha ‘canal wall wurington Plana, and we fired at them,

mq:;r chose the wrong side of the wall for cover and were an sasy
ma;jlg-q; from our position .on Robert's; ya:_-d.. We then noticed
about 8/10 British troops at the turf clamps on the other side
of the canal. We fired at them and ducked down o re-load and

ﬂhén we came up t0 re-engage them we found them retreating

' r_mg'md., the cottages and I noticed that they were helping one man

alt::ng., We inflicted ammﬂ:er of casualties as they were the
aa.égiaat target we -had that day.

E ' There was @ lull in the firing. An enemy Sergeant was
con:'ring dovn towards our position from Clanwilliam House direﬁtinn.
He | d.id not carry a rifle and had side arms. - I drew the

attant:l.on. of Seumas EKavanagh to him. Ka:vama.gh had a Howth
z-ifla and fired at him, The N.C.O. ‘went-down in a heap a::ui

diad. a few minutes later.

!: More firing from clamilliam Houge wae in progress and
I hj.eard someone say, “Ge;r. off the roadf'. I locked over the
Wwell and sew & number of white-coated: men and women with a red
erc!as on their sleeves, Plring ceased and I wateched the enemy

camltiaa being carrdied away on stretchere.

i Later that evening, I think about 5.30, we got orders from
Lieutenant Simon Donnelly to evacuate our position., We retired
tln'?ouah_tha*srounda of Sir Patrick Dunn's Hospital. A heap 0-‘-'
s-&n%:l was plled up ag&:_l.nat the wall, We ran up 1t and Jumped
dow;n t0 the Hospital grounds. We got back safely into Bolands
Bnk%ar;r. Lieutenant Simon Ponnelly was walting there for us

and he said to us : "Thank God, you are all back safe".

Ehoi-tlz.r after getting back to the Bhke.r:r we sBaw a blaze and
heai-d clhearing. - Clanwilliam House was on fire. Robert's yard

| ] .
waa; not re-occupied by our men during the remainder of the week,

|

. For the rest. nf the week I was on duty on the railway.
Gaptain Sefin Mach!lahon and Lieutenant Saén Quinn were in charge.
We were on guard almost contimmlly with very little sleep,

until 3unc1ay when we were told of the surrender.
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On Saturdsy morning I met unnmmnﬂ.aﬂt De valéra on the
railway line near Bolands. I had a short chat with him.

|
|
|
i
I
|
|

'He' pointed to the flag on the Distillery at Ringsend Road and

said the ememy were still firing at the building although we
hed not & man in the Distillery since Tuesday night.

A E,Britiah goldier said to some of uu after the surrender :
r_*ﬁi;.l of your fellows in the bullding with the flag, mist have
been wiped out". The flag as far as I can remenber, was a

f
[

green flag with a harp.
]
I .
: Ve surrendered on Low Sunday. A very Low Sunday I heard .
|

nnia of our men remark. I was on the ra:l.lwa;r bridge near

_Westland Row Station when a man named Watérs came up t0 me and

tqld me that it had been decided to surrender. He said :
“w:a‘ll all surrender together®. We went back to Bol&nda anﬂ.l
fell in under Commandent De ?alara and marched to Grattan Etreat
whara we lald down our arma. Inowar Mount Street was padmad
w,ith enemy troops. a:-mm:rad cars wera fly:l.n.g up and down the
stlreet. We were marched under heavy guard to Ballahridge

Show Grounds.

|
; ﬂ.mmmreenmmﬁrmmmm'omd.am
ama animals hed arrived. The bulls were teken out of the
stalls and we were putin their place. We were packed in
ti:gh.tly and remained there until Tuesday morning. During the

time we were there we had two meals a day, consisting of bully
™ . : » h

* beef, hard biscults and tea.

E

! On Tueaday morning we were marchad t0 Richmond Barra::ks,
|
wh?re we were scrutinised by G. men. They pointed out & man

_nmned Maurlce Brennan. | He was taken ‘away t0 another part of

tha Barracks, we ramaineﬁ 1:1 Richmond Barracks until Friday
avening when we were h:rm:ght to the North Wall, put on a nattle
*bc:at for Holyhead, and from thence to Waekefield Jail, Yorkshire.

Mtar about a:l:_': weeks in wakqfiald. we were brought to
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London and q@paared before the Sankey Gnmiagi_un and were
questioned ebout our activities during Easter Week.

]

I wae asked where I worked and the amount of my pay.
I was also asked if I had a gun 0 which I replied "Yes".
I was then asked if I ha;i' fired the gun and again I answered "Yes".

' I was sent ﬁack to Wakefield and after a few days I was

aent: to Frongoch and remained there until I was released sbout
July' 1916. '

]
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