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P\L’ Yourey OF MILITARY HiSTORY 191321
STATEBMERT OF LUKE KENFEDY, | -pyRo STAIRE MILEATA 191321

\
O?\\G as.am.. CHARLES 8T., ;mg.m. :N-o.'w.s, =
I am 81 years of age last 15th June. I was bo'lrn in New York
and came to Dublin very young and was reared by my lgranc'&nothar in
v« Kentatown, Co. Meath, I came to Dublin when 9 years of age and
- have iiﬂri here ever since. I was at first a mchaii:ical engineer
and sfterwards became an electrician. I rememier the Invinwibles
and saw the bodies of Burke and Cavendish after they had been
killed in the !hoanix Park in 1882. There was an athlatic Club in
Homriet4s Lane of nhich I was a member. This Club waa called ihe
Enlly Clot and wae run by’ mambarﬂ of the Fenien: Bt-uthurhonﬂ. They
used to drill there and had arma which tha:r used tu steal or buy
from the British Military. . !

I koew Jim Mullet of the Inﬂnc:l.blea, Billie Hulrmnay, dim
Fitzharris (known as 8kin the Goat). Mullet was ﬂaqtancaﬂ to 20
years for his part in the Phoenix Park murders and he gave me a .
letter when he came out which was sent to his wife 11:3 the Governor
of Portland Prison vhen a son of his ﬂie&. I knaw-B'_rady who was

exacuted. |

I then beceme m member of the Amnesty Assoclation which was
formed to agitate for the release of the pblitical' ﬁ;r:lannara.
This Asscclation held their meetinge in York Ert. Alll the memliers.
of this Association that I knew were Fenians: In 1898 I joined
the I.R.B. At the time I Joined there were two Brothers Reddy,

a man named Moore, a men named Gargan. The reason I joined was

that I knn all these to be members and I felt that tha orzanisa-
tion was going to do things for the country. I was Bworn in at
41 Rutland Square before John O'Hanlon, who was the i‘:antra.

I attended the Circle meetings rqéularlm The Circle was called
The Brothers Sheares Circle. I wasn't long there until the
Circle was broken up as there were too many in it. No Circle
would consist of more than a 100 members and after tﬁat number

a new Circle was formed. When the Brothers Sheares qiral.e was

broken up I was transferred to a new Cirele which waé called the
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Edward Walsh Literary & Debeting Society. The fir%t Centre of

the Circle was Major Sean McBride. This Clircle uséd meet at 41

Rutland Square. At the next election in this Girc}e I was

" elected Centre for the Circle. This wad done by sﬁbmiﬁting my

name before a meeting of the Circle and the memhar% working on
it. I remmined Centre until the I.R.B.+were hénkeﬁ.up in 1921
or 1922. i knew James Stephens and Jchn 0'Leary tb whom I was
introduced by Michael Lambiert. Michael LaMEert wﬁb a Lieutenant
under Stephens uf 0'Leary (I forget which) and wa& Tout" in 1867.
Lambert was the man who made the key which opened O'Leary's cell
in Harolds X Jail when he escaped in fgé 5‘: I _iattended James

I
Stephens' funeral. i
i

I first met Tom Clarke the night he arrived #n Dublin from
jail. He was accompanied by Michael Laibert:. Th% I.R.B. had an
Arms Fund to which any member could subscribe any ' amount he wished
and the Treasurer of each Circle used hold this'm%ney. The
Grdihary subscriptions went to the Tentral Fund a?tap the renf
df the room had been paid for. - i

|

At meetings of the I.R.B. Circle the usual procedure was -

!"l-._: a® .
The o1l was called by the Secretary first; then %ha Chai rman

(who wae the Gentya) declared the mEeting open Enﬁ the Treasurer
took the subscriptions. The Secretary recorded tﬁase as well as
thé Chairmen. The usual questions then came up f?r discussion -
arms procurement, and so on. In the case of abséntaeﬁ, the
Section Liaster had to give en explanation which w%s recorded by
the.chairman. Then any other matters bearing ﬂn:the worlk of the

organisation was brought up and discussed. ,
|

& - I
Bach Centre had then to attend & meeting of 'the Central
Board (the Centres of each Circle) with some memﬁer of the
Supreme Council present. All organisation matte#s were discussed

there - chronic sbsentees, transfers or expulsioﬂs were decided

-

One - ' !

|
T did not know enything sbout the 'split' in the I.R.B.

L]
1



-e@xcept that P.T. Daly was expelled.

I remember the meetiﬁg in the Rotunda in lﬂlﬁ when &t was
decided to form the Irish Volunteers. I was at ﬁhia meeting
and recruited about 125 members for the voluntaafrs that night.

I went smong the crowd slong with others invitiﬁg men to join.

I took the names of those willing and entered tﬁem in & book.
There was no other kind of .enrolment. At this'ﬁima it was
decided by tha-Euprema Counecil of the I.R. B. tﬁat all members
of the I.R.B. were automatically members of theflrish Volunteers
All the members of any Circle thus became Irish [Volunteers and
used to drill at 41 Rutland Square about once aiweek. One of

my men, a man named Reddy, used drill them. I was Chairman of
Lord Roberts Own Miniature-Rifle Club which had!a renge in
Father Mathew Park in Fairview. All the memﬁer% of this Club
were I.R.B. men and used to practise there with rifles fitted
with llorris tubes. I remember one Sunday marni%g in July 1914
vhen we were practising there, Peadar Kearney a?d myﬂelf were
~given instructions (by whom, I cennot remember)PﬁG go to Howth
and get a row boat and prevent the coastguards %rom interfering
with the landings of arms which was to take pia?e that dey.
Peadar Kearney end myself went to Howth. I tri%d to get a boat_
but no boatman would go out as the day was a stbrmy one. Thers
were two fishing boats to go out and tranship.the arms from the
"Asgard" (a white yacht), but they refused to go too. We went
down to the lighthouse on the pier. Tha;e were?a nuﬁﬁer ef&-
Volunteers there and Tom Clarke introduced me tgﬂfarrel Tiggis
who loaned me his field glasses through which I saw the "Asgard"
out to sea off Rockabill Lighthouse meking bsd heather. The
main body of Veolunteers wer;'then on the rmadlqut from Dublin.
The gquestion arose would these men arrive in tfma to meet the
"Asgard". A man was sent immedistely to hurry them up. He was
. Micheal Slater, & brother of Tom Slster. Tom dlarke ordered
him to go saying "Will ynu.be able to do it, M#chael“, and he

replied "I'1l do it or die". The intention was to make the
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body of Volunteers double into Howth. The "Asgard" came along

in full seil into.a_berth in the harbour. Myself, Kearney am
a number of other men went aboard. The cabin @f!the ship was
packed with arms and ammunition. The coaatguardé_who wers
BFatinned at the other side of the harbour came Fercsa in a
boat to within 2 or 3 boats length of the yadhfﬁ I ordered then
back. They still came on, so Kearney and myself produced
revolvers end ordered them again to get.back. ﬁhex'want back
end on arrival at the far side they sent up rockets. All the
arms were then taken ashore and when ail were tgken off, the
volunteers marched back to Dublin. Erskine Ghiiﬂers and Mrs.
Chilﬁera were presented with tﬁo clubs before t%& folunteers
left. These clubs were made as waapons_tﬂ uﬂE-égéinﬂt the R.I.G
or cosstguards i1f they interfered. A bié numbe# of the Vols.
were armed with these clubs. BEach Volunteer had a rifle, and
Bcoﬁt cars carried the ammunition. Four R.I.ﬂ.bmeﬁ from Howth
accompanied the Volunteers on the journey from ﬁawth and when
the body of Voluntesrs reached Malshide Road a halt came
and I saw two 1iﬁﬂs of soldiers dravm up acroéﬁ'the road at
the “raady". A pumber of D.M.P. were standing on the footpath.
When I arrived at the head of the column I saw 'a man heing
carried back from the line of soldiers by some of our men.
He was bleeding. We formed a line of single mén acrosg the
road. KXearney stood beside me in the iina. Tﬂe remainder of
the Volunteers started to scatter and get awayfﬁith the & rms,
and the whole march was hrcken_ﬁp. After thiﬂjinci&ent, thiﬁgs
T

gettled dovn to normal again. All the arms were kept by

individual members and the usual drills were continued.
i

/SAPCAOEA | |

: ' ) !
The next matter of consequense was a further landing of
X |
arms at Kilcoole. We travelled on a number of| lorries one

Sunday mnrﬁing and got =8 far as the Vale of Clara where we were

|
_overtaken by a cyclist on a motor cycle and sidecar. Sean

MecDermott was seated in the sidecar and I think it was Seamus
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0'Sullivan who was driving the cycle. Sean McDer¢ott told -us
that there would be no laending that day as the ship had been
chased in the channel and that we could get back to town aend

take the evening off. This we did.

After a number of days had elapsed (I am upa?la to aay how
many) we were told to get the lorries again and assemble at Gt.
Brunswick 8t. I was beside the driver in the firét lorry. Befora
we mevaa off the motor cycle and sidecar came aloﬁg and one of
thalmen on it ordered me to go down to Howth at once and on ny
way to pick up, in Hopkins & Hopkins, Jerry D'Laa%y who was an .
I;R.B+ man end worked there. I called and G'Lear& promised to
follow me out to Howth, but he did not do so. I-ﬁaa, on my
arrival at Howth, to go sboard a fishing boat whiEh was already
engaged for the job and proceed to sea to contact; a yacht whi ch
was bringing in erms and ammunition. I got to Ho%th end I
remember it was dark. I went gboard the boat and ?roeeedad out to
gea. We sailed with no lights. A big steamer crbssed our bows
"going north and made very vigorous protests at us}having no
lights. BSomewhere off’ Bray we contacted an open ﬁoat which was .
occupied by the Bray Genjfe: and some men of his Circle. - There
was -no further incidént until we got down fo'Kil#D&la. We then
saﬁ'sqmething dark in the distance. This turned out to be the
arms ship and we then put a line aboard her and tpwed her in %ewe:
towards the shore. The yacht's engines head brokeh down and we
2ot her in as near as we could to the shore, Theﬁ a number of
small boats came out from the shore snd the arms were transferred
to them. It was still dark. I remsined on board the fishing boa
énd when all the arms had bsen taken asshore ye tohklths; .
yacht in tow and brought her into Dunlaoghaire Ha%bour. The only
people of note I remember seeing eamong those who Eﬂakzin the arms
were Darrell and Mrs. Figgis. I was surprised tn!see a woman
pulling an oar and their boat was heavily ladan'with very.littlg
freeboard. I think that is why I remember that pgrticular boat

end it came so near me that I recognieed Darrell Figgis even
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though 1t wes not daylight. I wemt beck to Howth with the
fishing boat and I remember it wae either 4 or 4.30 wheni we
~ got into Howth. ' | | ,

As far es I can remember after that we went back %o our
routine of meetings, drills and so on. I continued as Centre of
The Edward Walsh Literary & Debating Bocietys This Circle con~
pisted of a rumber of men who became very prominent aftérmrda,ﬁnt
I do mot wish to give their names unless I had their permission to
- do 80« I remember a big meeting was to take place in tha Mension
House by the Redmondites and we were planming to break up the
meeting. I am uneble to give the date of this meating,?‘but ny job
wae t0 disconmect the electric cables supplying the uaﬁainn House
district with lighting. I was to do this by meane of a key to a
section pillar at 8t. Btephen'’s Green which was to be given me.
The key, however, never turmed up and I then planned to smash the
section pillar with a sledge, but when I got to Stephen's Green
there were a force of Lancers on the atreet which made it
impossible for me to get mear the section pillar and I; had to abap
don the plan. I had a mumber of men with me and there: was an
attack anticipated on our headquarters at Kildare St. ' We
proceeded there and spent the remainder of the night there. I
remember seeing Sean Milroy both at 41 Rutland Square and at
Kildare 8t. that night and he was armed “cap a pied". :I Hothing
heppened during the night end I am unsblé to give aﬁyinfomation

a8 t0 what happened at the Mansion Emsn. @f&(/

Some time previcus to Holy Thurad&yl(l got instructions %4 at
a meeting of the Central Board of the I.RB.B. to survey the Four
Courts, North Dublin Union, Hardwicke, Richmond & Whitworth
Hoepitals and Richmond Lunatic Asylum with a view to jltheir
occupation in the event of it being necessary to nnt.-.upr these
buildings. At this time I was aware that a Rising was contem-
plated. I canmot say now how I became aware of this buti
somebody told me during Holy Week to be ready. I-carried out
the survey and reported on it verbally to Piaras Baaslai and
Comdt. Bdward Daly at some vrlace in ﬁ.b‘har 8t. j

I
L] !

The next thing of note that T mm‘ber, apart from our usual

|
activities, was Holy Thursday of Easter Week 1916. I had been
f



‘8t. all that day.
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told me by somecne whom I cennoit remember to bring sutomatie
revolvers end eome ammnition from a house in Bherran:l"l 8t. to
Iikerty Hall and deliver them to Sean Conmolly. He wq:a not
there and I think the man to whom I handed the guns vas a men
nemed White. He was somecne in authority, but it was not

Captain

On Good Friday I was in the office of "Freedom" in D'0Olier
8te (I canmot remember the number, but it was two or three
doors down from Fleet St.) where I remember seeing Arthur

Griffith in his office. I was sent out to Bt. Enda's several
times during that day with officers of the .?oluntem_fvhu tiad__
come wup from the country. I mmér geoing Seamus Ofﬂullivan
on one of these trips leaving St, Enda's on a motor cycle.
Bean McDermott was on duty in the "Freedom" offices 11%1 D'Olier
On Easter Saturday I was stationed at & house :I.ni'Har&w:l.eke
8t. from aebout 8 a.m. waiting for orders. About middﬁy Seamus .
0'Sullivan came in with his motor oycle dlsabled. .n.a there were
no bieycle shops arounﬂ open to do the necessary rapa.irn, I took
the broken parts of the bicycle which had Imen bent bhrough a
fall home to repasir them. Whilet I was working at thﬂn a
messenger came gnd told me to raport back at once to Hardw:l.nka
8te On reporting back I got instructions (from whom fI cannot
remember) that I was to prepare %o go to Fenit, Co. Kprrr; to
discharge the eargo of the "Aud" and to distribute 11:'. I knew

.at_the time that an arme ship was due to come from: Gﬂrmany

and I knew the name of the ship to be the "Aud", but I canmot
remember now how I got to know. The instructions I got were to
proceed that night to Fenit Har‘bnur. Arrangements had been made
for two lorries to be at my disposal in Thompson's ga_:raga in
Pearse St. On receiving these instructions I went hoha

and secured some arms which I had in my posmession am '
distributed them among some of my men who had no ama.

I Eopi my own revolver. I had asked for a- aaconﬂ man to come -
with me 80 that one of us could travel on each lnrrr.. This

.J.,f
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maen's neme wae Kevin McCebe. I went to Pearse St. to pick up
the lorries. The man i/c of the garage affiqa,'ﬁillie!Cullen,
knew all sbout the arrangeménta, but on my arrival he informed

i

me there was only one lorry, as the military had taken'the
magneto out of the other. The driver was sent for andrmeanwhlla
Kevin McCabe turned up, but as there wag no second lorgy I sent
him back to Hardwicke St. for further instructions. ﬁé returned
to say he had been told to go with me. The lorry wasjprap&reﬁ
for tﬁa Jjourney and at about 1l p.m. we left the cityj proceedin;
to Phibsboro Church where I was to stop and await fur%hﬁr
instructions. Whilst waiting I sent ilcCabe back to Eéy I was at
the appointed place and to ask for any further instru%tiﬂns. He
returned accompaﬁieﬂ by & man whom: I was to take to aﬁuut 20
miles outside Limerick. McCabe informed me that this{man was &
vnluntaer Officer who had bean up in.Dublin for instructlnna

and we were to take him back. I never knew his name.i We
started our journey and we arrived in Limerick about;ll.30 Be.
on Easster Sunday morning. Before we reached Limericﬁ we dropped
off the Veolunteer Officer. i had been instructed to put the
lorry into a garage'whera somebody was to meet me tuipfcceea o
John Daiy‘s.- Then I got to this garage there was no 'one to meet
me and the garage was shut., I left the lorry on the}sida of the
road and, lesving McCaebe and the driver with it, I proceeded to
John Daly's. There were a big number of people in tﬁa dining-
room there and I reported to somebody who came fnrwa%d to mest
me. I did not know this person. I explained who I§%as and the
position sbout the lurrv anﬂ a man was sent with me to talke the
lorry to the yard of a bakery in the ecity. This we ﬂld and I
returned to Daly's with the driver and HcCsabe. Theﬁe was a lot
of people coming and going. and drilling wes going oﬁ in the yard
et the back of the house. The only man whom I knewiamong those
in the house that day was Sean O liurthuile. Bemetime after 12

o/ clock Mass which we went to after ﬂur arrival, I was told to

go across to the Clare side and scout around with the lorry.



e

This I d4id and eome ﬂiatme on the Clare side we met a partr
of Volunteere who rara marching east. There were ahmt .t'uur
R.I.C. men marching along with then. On seeing them I returnsd
%o Limerick and reported back to John Daly's. We wad.taﬂ om
there for some time and thén &ll the Wolunteers who hnﬂ been
“assembled in the yard of John Daly's marched out into tha street
accompanied by a lorry containing amu.nition. Soue mﬂn of
1m-portanna, whom I did not know, then told me to go tu a
railway bridge outside the city with the lorry and wa::lt there
for instructions. _ I cammot give any i‘dea of the time it was
then, but I went to this bridge and waited. Finslly a motor
w‘aliat came '111:- end told me that the whole thing was off and
1tn get back to Dublin as wuick as I could. T did nntf know the
eyolist, but he had a dispatch which he handed to ma.' I do not
' Enow who e:l.gm:l this dispatch and I never kept it, but I
recognised the wnl:l.at a8 a man whom I had seen that dar 1n |
Daly's. | .

I started for Dublin and arrived at College Graan at 6.30
on Eaeter Monday morning. Hcﬂaba'm-molf loft th;u lorey
there and proceaded home. About half past eight that morning
& messenger arrived at my house to tell me to proceed to
Hardwicke St.' McCabe and myself went there and wait'ad for a
long time but nothing happened. We heard firing gning on.
tnmrda the centre of the city and eventually we daeidaﬂ to
make for the G.P.0. We got there via O'Connell 8t.'end got
into tha Post Office about 2 pem. I was dressed :I.n civilian
clnthna. I reported to Tom Clarke. He was draasedlin'hia
urdinary clothes and was in charge of the armoury. ' Clarke told
me- to rana:l.n and I atartud to give a hand in the amoury OVer-
heuling guns and helping to construct grenades. I-a_tar on that
evening when it was derk I was instructed (by whom rI cannot
rmmbar) t0 go across to Reis's Wireless Station at the
cornar of Abbey 8t. to see if I could do anything with the
wireless a2 the people there could not get the plant to work.
At this time, the wirelees mast and aerial were :I.n:pnaition

on the roof, I
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I went across and suceeeded in getting the plant to worle. Ag
soon as ‘the plant was fixed the Easter Week Proclamation was

]

gent out on the air in ll_urae. . [

1
i

During this time I assisted in erecting the barricads across
the street from Rels's to the Bank with reels of paper taken from
the standby plant of the Irish Times and other material. taken
from Kelly for Bikes which was next door to the Irish Times
pl;mt in A‘bhey_ﬂt. After this, I was between Reia's and the
D.B.C. until about Wednesday, whon the serial was removed to the
G.P.0. with a view to being used there. I rétumad to Itha @.P.0,
and that day Volunteers were called to go to Boileau & _Boyd,
Bride 8t. for chemicals to ensble us $0 continue mnk:l.né hand
gremades.,’ J.J. Walsh volunteered to come with me on this job
and we proceeded there in a car which belonged to al Ju:.‘iga Bmith
whb hed been arrestod along with his chauffeur earlier in the
week and was kept a prisoner in the G.P.0. Judge Bm:lt]::-.'a
chauffeur drove this car. We proceedsd up O'Connell Bi;’--,
Grafton St. and were fired on passing Trinity College. When
we got to Stephen'e Greem “I'E found a hurricaaa--aractndfrrm
the College of Surgeons to the railings on the Green. ;Thj.a '
barred our way and we decided to return to the G.P.0. :People
started to shout at ue from the Green and I went over o
investigate. I saw a man c:m;ﬂ:l.ng along the grn_as_- and he told
me that British snipers had worked their way from the _Iﬂhalhouma
Hotel dom to the United Services Club and were pinn:i.n_s down the
garrison in the Green end that I was to tell them in the G.P.O.
of their position-and to see if eny help ocould come 0 theme
I said things were bad enough at the G.P.0. and that ﬁaﬂp from
there could hardly be expected, I returned to the ta:gli. and
was fired om, but the driver succeeded in getting :Lntn_i Grafton
B8t. vhere we were under cover and we got Back safely 'l?iu the
G.P.0. wlthough we were fired on again from T:-in:!,@:r College as

we passed through College Green. T
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Some evening durlng that week I told Tom Clarke in tha
G.¥.0. that the water would’ pnssibly be cut off and that S ome-
thing should be done to have water available. I cannn? remember
what evening this was, but it must havg been early in Fha week.
Clarke brought me to Padraig Pearss wﬁa was walkinglabbut in
full uniform in the headquarters roem, to whom I explainad the
situation es I saw it. Pearse said he believed that ﬁﬂuﬁd not
happen. I then seid that if I were autsida on the opposing gide
I would smaﬂh up hlE gsewerage, gas, water and alectrlcity. Pears:
then turned to Clarke and told him to let me do what ; thought
necesgsary about it. T knew ﬁhe Dairy Engineering Go¢!in
Bachelors Walk had a large stock of dairy churns and % ot
permission to go, teke two lorries and a guard, and s§ize these
churns. A Lieutenant in uniform was put in charge of;the-men
who were to load end guard the lorries and the two lnfriea viere
got in the yard of the G.F.O. ‘We got to the back of #hs Dairy
Bngineering pramiéea via Abbey 5t. and broke iﬁtn th@ warehouse
and brought back a large number of these churns, also & number
of slash-hooks for shotgun men who had no bayonets iﬁ the event
of the d.P.0. being stormed. The churns were all fiilea with
watqr and left in the yard of the ¢.P.0. Before 1ea§ing the
premises of the Dairy Engineering Co. I made out an @rder to the
value of £60, got the Lieut., in charge to sign it, aﬁd left it

on the counter. .-

Kl |

Aftar that, I got back to Reecels. I cannot Bay exactly

when this was. Some time later, probably Thursday, ;n order
came to evecuate the premises and leave no one behin%. We all
got out inta Abbey S5t., proceeded in single file al&ng the
houses into Marlboro st. and as far ag Cathedral Placa, at the
corner of vhich & man of my Dircle, who was too nld|tn be "out"
was standing. He ecalled on me to know vhere we were going and

I told him we were getting back to the G.P.O. He_téld me for

1
God's sake not to g0 any further as the military haq machine guns

at the corner of Parnell St. and Harlboro St. I went fofward to

: .
contact the man leading us. (I don't know who he wasd, but he
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had an Bnglish accent), but he had disappeared in the .;-::rnwﬂ
and 1 could not find Him. I concluded thet one of us?shoulﬂ
get through to the G.P.0. to explain the situation as;it was
.gning tﬁ be difficult to get all the men across. The?man
returned back into North Barl St. and went into ﬂnbie%ts and
other houses there whilst I dashed across and aucceed%d in
getting into Henry B8t. As I wss not in uniform I waa;nnt
recognised by the G.P.D; garrison and I put up my hénﬁs and was
taken iﬁ a-prisunﬂr-through one of the smeshed winﬁow% of . the
G.P.0. . .

As I was being brought along to headqusrters, nnrths way
we met Sean McDermott who to0ld me I was just the man?he was
loqk}ng for and that he wanted me tp take a party acénaa to
Heﬁégie. I told him we were after being ordered out:of there
end that I Wﬁuld not_go until it was explained why wé had bean
- Drdared to evacuate R-eﬁ-ce‘-ﬂ I had this order which was in
writing, but I cannnt recollect how I got it. Sean %enﬁ off anc
aprointed anothgr man to take charge. They went out;through.
the Prince's St. gete and I Tollowed. They went acrﬁas down
Earl St. and I dashed across 0'Connell St. direct ta Sackville
Place vhere I waited until the remainder of the men came upe.

Yie then proceeded along Marlboro Et. and into Abbey St. where

I saw the Flre Brigade ambulanca with & Red Cross flag which I

" Bince halleva were waving us back. We dashed across and got
into Reangis and, as I dashed across, I saw four of;thé men shot
down and one man badly wounded. I helped this man whom I did
not know as far as the ﬁarricade and put him sitting Dn.é reel
of paper, The Fire Brigade ambulance mus hava plcked up this
man, sg when I looked out of & window in- Reaaehs-aftar getting
in éhsrs, there wae no sign of the man. I did not know any of

the other men who were shot. | l

Kialq ' |

We remained on in Reeeels and when it got dark'I decided

to try and get to the G.PB.0. and loock for reinforcements ard as
F i

' |
- I
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all the men in Reeeels were aﬂleep on their feet Ig q

and got in through the door in Prince's St. I was takeﬂ'up to
the hesdguarters room anﬂ\I explained the situation to ﬁaarsa who
was sitting on the floor with his hands clasped around his knees.
He gave instruétinnﬂ to someone who waa standing by tD'éEt me
reinforcements. I succeeded in pgetting two mep’mha hadfﬂnly just
arrived in the G.P.0. and they came back to Raaﬁgls wité me. I
did not know these men, and we remained there until the!building
began to be demolished by the guns from Trinity and the!“Helga".
Some time on Friday morning the premicses were becoming untenable
end I decided to try gnd get the men to the G.P.0. By Fnis time
all the man had retreated to the basement and I was afraid that

I
another two or three shots would seal up the basement. | I pointed

. _ |
“out this danger to the men and suggested to them that we try and
, I

get back to the G.P.0. The men decided to make the attempt and

we crossed 0! Gonnell 8t. safely anﬂ got into the G.P.D. by the
Prince's St. daar._ The Red Cross people met us a8 we ran BCI'OBS
to Prince's 8t. and helped one cf the men who got Ehotfzn the
knee whilst crossing to get intoc the G.P.0. I got sliéhtly'
wounded during tha crossing being hit on the right hlp, right

jaw and furehead, hut the tullets merely grazed me.
:

‘Then we got in the G.P.0. conditions were very bad there.
All the upper portion of the building was on fire and we aasistsg
with fire hoses in .trying to control the fire, bui we ﬁade little
or no progress with this, and the incendiaries merely %leated o1
the water. Some time during that evening preparatinns!werefmade
t0 repel storﬁarq end a barricade of bags of coal were put up
some distance from the front windows. I assisted in tﬁis.

Preparations were then made to evacuate and retire on Williams &

Woods in Parnell St. The men formed up two deep in the big room

of the G.P.O. and marched out through the door in Hehry Street.
I think it wes coming dark by this time. We got into 'Cole's Lane
anﬂ a8 far as Moore Lane. But machine guns were stationed st the

Rotunda entrance which made it almost impossible Tfor us to cross

"
|
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Moore Lane. Tom Gln;-ka, who was -_Et the head of the calﬁm,
céllad' nﬁt fu_:-_‘v,-‘bluntaaia to trslr and get across and he Ilr.ad acrosas
three of us making four in ali. When we got across we lérrnka into
a Bouse at the cormer of Moere Lane end Moore St. We then
started to break through from house to house, oOne 6t ou;- ob jects
being to get as far as a druggist's shop further down M;:lm*.e Bte
in order to get draudngu for mun;pﬁ mene ¥e got as fﬁr as
this shop alright, but this tock a long time ﬁnﬂ we renliiaina_d in
these houses until ﬁuturﬂar morning. BSome time on the ,En‘t‘.urdar
we got to kmow that we were to surrender, and I raﬁan‘ba:r looking
for Tom Clarke who was wanted for a meeting to discuss ‘the
surrenier. We were instructed to march out and form up -in Moore
St with all our arms and equipment., We marched up Moore St. .
into Henry St. down 0'Connell St. on the left hand sidé and them
marched across to the right hend side where we wers liﬁad along
. the edge of the fuot*ggth in single file. We were then ordered
by the British to take three paces forwerd end lay down our amas
on the 'égrnet_:. We were then marched to the Rotunda Garﬁena where
we spent. the rmiﬁar of the night. The following day we were
marched to Rfichmond Barracks emd I was kept there for I:cuurt-
martial for ebout a month or more until I was dapnrtad to
Knataford Jall snd then to Wormwood Scrubbs; frnlm there to
Frongoch and from Frongoch to Wandsworth and back to Frongoch.

_ I was released sbout & month hefore the Genersal Iltai_l.eaaa and
on the Sunday of my arrival home in Dublin I resumed my duties
in the I.R.B. At the first meeting of my own Circle after my
relesee I was elected Centre again nnﬂ__miﬁﬂﬂ Genir{a until the
dissolution in 1922. I was semnt to the West with a view to
reorganising the I.R.B. and Volunteers, snd to Bolfua_jt on tha.

same work.

Some time later I was elected to the Bupreme Gaﬁncil at a
meeting held at 41 Rutland Square. I cannot remenber who .was
thore, except that the whole Ceniral Board was there. I attendec
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maetinga of the Supreme Council after that and remeined on it

until the dissolution in 1922, . ‘
[

Some time after 1916 there was an Arme Committee formsd
|
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the object of which was to provide erme. This Gcmm;ttee{waa
formed at a meeting held at my home, 58 Great Charles st?eet.
I was elected Chairmen end Michael Collins was Tre&auranL I
cannot remember who was Secretary. There was about haléla
dozen members on this Commitiee and we pfocurei quite ailarge -
nunber of arme by purchasing them from British militaryi 4
lﬂ£ of British soldiers used frequsnt Phil Sﬁanahan'a pﬁblia-
house and it was there most of the contacts were made. 5
| !

About the Autumn of 1919 I was detailed for special duty
on what was known as the Labour Board in Dublin, By orﬁéra of
the Army Council. Our duty waé to use our influence iﬁ our
various Trade Unions, and in the Labour Movement generélly
on behalf of the Republic; to get hold of men in'imparéant
pogitions such ae Power Stations, Rallways and Transpo%t Dock
workers, etc,; and, most {mportant of all, to unﬂerminé ths
Amalgémate& or Cross Channel Unions, and, where possible, to
organise a breaKaway from these Unions, and establish ?ureiy
Irieh unions instead; manned and controlled by men wiﬁh
Republican and National tendencies. In other words wé Were
Republican Agents within the Lsabour Movement. This wéa regarded
as very important work both by the Army Council and t%a Dail at
the time. We were in direct communicetion with the late lichael
Colline both as Minister of Finance and Chief Intalliéanca Officer
of the Army, and on different occasions were Eupplieﬁjwi;h
financiel essistance by him to cerry on the work. ﬁbgwere ordered
to cease uuf'I.R.A. activities and devote our whole t%me:tv this

work, a&nd our Company Officers were instructed to ex&use us from

. .
ordinary parades, white still retaining us on the Roll of the

Compeny, and were thus liable for mobilisgiion at ﬁ:}
Signe

VS b maaa -}Mfg% M'Date:




