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On the 45th August, 1898, a great National Gommemoration
was held in Dublin Gity at.which I attended. The foundation
stone for the memorial to Tone and his comrades was laid at the
top' of Grafton Street. As an aftermath of the Commemoration |
the Wolfe Tone Clubs were formed. One of thelr functions was
- t0 erect Commemorative Plagues on the houses in the city whir.-.h
were associated with the 1798 period. Like other young fellows
at the time I was anxious to jJoin one of these Clubs. I had
not mentioned it to my father, but he asked me to give him one
promise, He seid he knew that I was almost certain to-follow
the lines he had followed and he would be perfectly satisfied
if I would promise him never to join a secret society.

Jn ecnnection with the plagues of which I have spoken,
I remember James Stephens, the former leader of the Fenian
Movement, a very old man with a long flowing white beard,
unvelling a memorial on a house in Cornmarket, Dublin. Some
time afterwards I attend his funeral in Imblin Gity.

In 1899 the Boer 'Har_ started., Great sympathy was felt
 for t.hu Boers by mtimliat Ireland. 1 can remenmber a
meeting being annocunced to favour the Boer cause and being
advertised for Beresford Place. This meeting was attended by -
Mand Gonne, Jim Connolly and others. The meeting ‘l’ﬂﬂ‘
proclaimed and the horse-drawn brake froi which the speakers
were to have spoken entered 0'Connell Street. James Connolly
started to speak to the people there and he was pulled out of
the hI:ﬂkﬂ by the police. He wes sentenced to three inm_th-s'
imprisonment, I think, for his action, There was quite
considersble rioting and disturbance in the city at the time.
r!t?hc'- mounted police were ordered out.  They charged the crowds.
" in Gapel Street and for.the first time I saw the people of
Dublin stand up to an assault by the police; on this occasion
with the extra weight of prancing horses. The Officer-in-
charge of the police was unhorsed and many of them were hurt.
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In 1897 the Queen of England celebrated her diamond |
jubileé and the decorations and gemeral conduct of a section of
the people was very annoying. Trinity Collegé students.
protected by the Autlioritles, demonstrated very roughly in favour

" of the jubilee and, of course, against the citizens. This

culminated in a flerce riot in College Green. In that one night
T saw upwards of 200 people and at least 16 or 20 police carried
out of the street to hospital. The blackguardism of the police
waé 80 marked that the following night the ﬂbcke.._rss of Dublin came
together and marnhad in processional. ogi;der thz-ough the centre of
the city. Every premises 'bhey passed which had flown & flag and
whose windows were unpratentaﬂ. they amashed, This procession
ultimately reached Rutfand Square, now Parnell Sguare. The

Orangemen's Association had a hall there. There was some

'ahnuting and cheering outside on the pavement and some members of
the Orange ao?_-:i.et;r fired shots: frnm.ra‘}olvera; That wae the
firat shooting I can remember. The police were: called "Jubilee
butchers! because of their conduct during the Jubilee celebrations.

When the French Delegation arrived for the '98
Commemoration I was in the party t0 receive them and when we had
reached. the outside of a hotel at the corner of Nassau Street and
outh Frederick Street, the police intervened. We called them
"Jubilee butchers" and th.es' beat us up. I can remember gett:l.ng
a blow from a policeman and‘faaling myself whirling mu.nd. at
least six times before I hit the ground, L

About 1900 I began at'tan&.ing Bodenstown. At this time the
revival of Irish was beginning to come Before the peoyls. In
1906 I joined the Gaelic League. I was one of the Committee to
maske Irish compulsory for- antrame' to the National Upiveréit:,r.

The Gaelic ILeague did an immense amount of work considering
the material they had to handle. The enthusiasm they encourshed
had, to my mind, a very great effect on the future history of the
couniry. Thousands of young people, male and female, attended
nightly at elasses to lsarn the lmlgua.ge and to get an
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understanding of what Irish nationality meant. During this
time when the Gaelic League with ita many aggactm was working,
one of the principal mottos waa=“1relgnﬁ sober, Ireland free",
The young men of that time felt it was their duty touahat&in

i

from infoxicating liquor, and, of course, this megnt a

re-orientation of thelr ocutlock on life.

This was: soon followed by a'dockers# strike on the Dublin
Quay. ; The dockers at that time were organised in an English
Trade Union, There was trouble also in Belfast.
dim Larkin was; In Belfast and whﬂn a settlement was reached
there he was invited to Dublin, When the strike was finished
in Dublin, Larkin.was,ordered back to Liverpool. He refused to
go and instead formed the Irish Transport & General Workers'
Union at a meeting in the Trades Hall in Capel Street which
I attended, and at which he spoke for two hours. The whole
etmosphere in the country was changing and wnrked up to the
gtrike of the dockers, tramvaymen and others in 1913. I saw
sone ahqcking brutalities done on the people by the Police Force
during that time. I saw the peop;a being batoned and heaten,
and I saw the start of the Citizen Army to protect them.
Hy first experience of the Irish Citizen Army wﬁa at Beresford
Place in 1913 when they were led by Captain White whosé head at
the- time was in bandsges. |

;

In November, 1é15, I attended the meeting for the
formation-of the ﬁblunteera;in.the Rntﬁnﬂa Rink, Rutland Sguare,
now Harneil Square. I signed the enrolment form at that
meeting.  The meeting was;aaﬁressedfhy Ir. Michael Davitt,
Leurence Kettle, Eamon Qeannt, and was presided over by

Eoin MeNeill,  There were actually three meetings being held at
the same time. _ The one at which I attended met at the Skating
Rink; there was: one ouﬁaide tha Skating Rink and another in one
of the large meeting rooms of the Rotunda buildings. The same
speakers to the best of my recollection, addressed éach meeting.
Eoin Neleill was the only one whe remained on the platfcrm in
the Ekating Rink.
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I can remember the horror with which I heard
Michael Davitt's son state at that meeting that the Volunteers
@bout to be organised would not interfere with British power
in Ireland. There was a int of booing and hissing when Lo
Laurence Kettle spoke because of some family connection with
isbour trouble in North County Dublin,

The Volunteers were distributed in areas according to
the district in which they resided, In my case I was directed
%0 a unit which met at 41 York Street, Dublin, fThis was
eventually the 5rd Battalion of the Dublin Brigade. The
Companies were "A" and "B, -
"A" ‘-, York Street,

“ﬁ“ = @real Brunawick Street,
. now Pearse Street.

-

The strength I would say at that time was about 3500 in all,

From "a" Compeny, "C" Compeny was formed; from "B
Compeny, “D" Gompany; efid from “B* end "D' Companies, "E¢
Company wes formed. - - .-

In March, 1914, the election of Company Officers toolk
place, end in my unit, "A" Compeny, I was elected ist
Lieutenant, Ted Shechan was elected Captain and J, Hickey
elected 2nd Liéutenant. This election was presided over by
Eoin MoNeill who was & member of “A" Compsny. After some time
the 3rd Battalion was formed out Of the various Companies.

. PB" Gompany; 0'Rahilly -/ Ceptain.

o Martin Ryan - 1st Lieutenant.
Charlie Murphy - 2nd Lieutenant.

g"_Gompany: Eddle Byrne ~ Captain,
- 7 B Klick Malone - 1t lLieutenant,

Simon Donnelly - 2nd Iieutenant,
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MDY Company : I cannot remember who were the

officers of "D" Company. Billy Byrne
will be able to give this information.

VTE" Company: Zamon De Valers - ca@tain.
T Liam Tannam ~ 18t Lieutenant.
and (but of this I am not sure) a men

nemed Darey -  ©nd Lieutenant.

This was the formation when the guns were landed at
Howth. . I I

The Dublin Brigade was fortunate in the fact that a
Major Casserly, Active Officer in the Indian Army, was in
Dublin on sick leave. This officer instructed an officer's
class: every night for the last fortnight of his leave at the
offiices of the Volunteers then in Great Brunswick Street.
These lectures were inwaluahle particularly in view of the fact
that almost immediately afterwards: we got the handling of our
owyn men, and as a result of tﬁis,training cormenced. in earneat
as each of. the Company nfficers=graﬂually became able to take
over from the instructors who were 1h'the m&in.exrBritiEh Arny
men:-' When Britain went to war, these ex anldiérm.mere called
up and we got the entire control of the training. In so far
asi the 3rd Battalion was: concerned, the training was. very
efficient. I say that in the light of after experience
because, whilst the British Army men were very anxlious to
perfect our men in footdrill, we, thelr officers, were much.
more concerned in getting them on to f£ield work and in the use
of the rifle and bayonst. We had a drill ground at Camden
Row in which we erected éhmnwing éarget in addition to the
ordinary statlionsry ones. We were able to buy .22 ammnition.
We had some .32 rifles and we charged each Volunteer a penny
for five rounds, the cost of the ammunitian; Although the
distanee was short, say, twenty-five/thirty yards, the men got
very useful with their rifiles. Hothiﬁg was done in a

slipshod fashion, The men were taught to gain the prone
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position in the correct form, and frequent competitions were '

held for the best shots, inter Company and inter Battalion
Officers and men alike, )

GUN-RUNNING AT HOWTH.
|

On the mox;m.ng of the 26th July, 1914, the Battalion
paraded at Camden Row. We marched to Croydon Park where we
joined with the other city Battalions, and from ;c.hsre the
Brigade marched to Howth in very good time and first-rate
&iac:iplina.h mmln the Fianna signalled from the road, the y.acht
entered the.harbour and the four Battalions marched at the
doubile up the:pier to.the north 51:1:1 of the eaat pler. The
unloading of the ;rifles started immediastely. They were handed
from the yacht to the men lined along the pier and from man to
man, both front and rere ranks. At this time Zamon Ceannt, in
' charge of the fourth Battalion and last. unit, had taken long
wooden batons from a trek cart brought By Fianna Zireann along
the march. Thus armed he formed his men at the end of .the pier
and. prevented .any enemy.activity or in fact, anyone but a
Volunteer from entering the pier. | Tmediately the unloading
of the rifles started, . The Eritis.hhoas.t’guardé sent up warning
rﬁd&ata: signalling a war vessel that had been inveigled .out of
Howth ﬁhat very morning. The R.I.C. and coastguards made

efforts to interfere but with no success.

As the rifles were“paa_s.ad along the last of the line was
the £irst to be armed. My unit happened to be in that position
and I was ordered to relieve Bamon Ceannt. This I did and
I felt very proud of the fact that I commanded the:firr;:.!t. armed
unit of Irishmen in public display in Ireland for many years.

The unloading proceeded quickly. The ammunition was:

taken away mainly in motor cars and the men carried their rifiles.
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back {to town, The first halt of the day was made at Raheny

on the return., Those of us who had sandwiches got a few
minutes: to eat them. I saw Seén. McDermott approach Tom Clarke
on the road and I instinctively knew that there was trouble sghead.
We formed up almost immediately after this conversation and
proceeded towards the city. When we reached the juqntiﬁn of the
Howth Roed and Glontarf Road, it wss held by British military and
police. ' We wheeled through Charleville Road and gained .
Malahide Road, but when we got there the enemy had it blocked
also. We marched our ﬁen in their respe§tive units as they came
along - and made no effort to deploy. 'ﬁﬁ blocked the road
completely with a mass of men. Darrell Flggis went forward to
eonsult with the Officer-in-charge of the police. fhatever
words passed, the police were ordered to charge our men and
ﬁiaarm them, This: they tried to do, but for the first time they
found themselves up against diseiplined and trainad_men who 'stood
firm, A British aArmy unit ebout sixty strong, was then ordered -
forward and with bayonets fixed at the ready they approached our
line. Again our men held fast and with empty rifles used as
clubs forced the British soldiers to retire. In this; charge

I saw some of our men being wounded; fortunately they all
recovered. I saw the Officer-in-charge of the British troops
appealing to the Officer-in-~charge of the poliée for permiséion
to fire, This: he did not get, but the police were again
ordered- to charge and disarm the Volunteers. They refused,

and I heard them Eﬂiiﬂg: ”Thia,ia.a_jah for the military“t

Some shots, not vol;eys, but small arms were anhanged, and
& British soléier in front of my-unit was: wounded. During the
time that this was in progress the unité:cf the Volunteers behind
the first coﬁple of ;anks facing the enemy were ordef&d across the
country. When the time arrived that one could turn round the
road was cleared excepnt for the few men we hag immediately_in
front, We ardﬂred.thoaa men to follow our comrades and saved

all the rifles.

-

Who gave the orders on this ocecasion I cannot remember, bub



I did see Bamon Ceannt, Michsel Judge and Darrell Figgis
besides Clarke and MeDermott and possibly HeDonggh.

The general direction our men took was towards Croydon
Park, Some of the m&n thought that the. Irish Citizen ‘{nrnw house
at Croydon Park would be a safe place to leave their rifles until
a more favoursble time for removing them, but the Irish Citizen
Army were not very halpru.:f Eu:td refused to give F1=.-,-::vn'ué1\ of the rifles
back to the Volunteers, Hot;i‘bhﬂtandﬂ.ng all those th:.nga I think
we dild a very good job. We saved all the ammmnition and
prevented any material .from falling into the hande: of the
British. Eventually the men brought the rifles to their homes
and after some time when they became more useful and got more
| knowledge of the weapon we distributed ammunition.

‘I have mentioned that ‘the British patrol vessel Had been
inveigled out of Howth. A pretended landing of arms had been
made at E}rerstbnes:. The vessel went to intercept the: cargo and
vﬂ"lilat away the Howth rifles were landed. A day or so aftammr-da
some of our men were mobilised and paraded to Elleoole, Gaunty
Wieklow, whem another yacht arrived (the.property of
8ir Thomas: Myles, I think), wi th another cargo of rifles and
ammunition, In all I would say we got sbout 1,000 rifles.,
They were of a very old pattern and I was told afterwards by

‘Cherlie Lawlor of Fownes Street that they had actually been
Bought for 2/6d. each., ‘They fired a soft-nose bullet with a
very laud explosion but they were a delightful rifle to use.

BACHELORS WALK.

After the setback suffered by the British military and
their annbzrame at being unable to fire ball amwmunition at their
unarmed opgonents: (as, -aﬂ'ﬂmugh our men had rilfles they had no
ammunition nor would they have known how to use it if it had been
given to them), the police and military finding an empty rosd

b

‘hefure them turned homewards. in discust.
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Word had been sprea&.alcng thelr lines of approach to the
elty arnd the smell boys thought it great fun to remind them of
their clash wlth the Volunteers and possibly throw some orénge.
peels in darision at them, Be that as it may, when they reached
Wellington Bridge on Bachelors Walk, they turned. mu.nﬂ.and fired
point blank at the peocple on the footpaths. Quite a number of
people were injured, - A man whom I knew well, named Pidgeon, was
killed. After the inquest was held when the remains were heing
removed. to church, we turnaﬁ.0u£ the entire. Dublin Brigade as an-
escort, and Dublin citizens helped to the fullest extent.
In fact, with practicelly no organising, the funeral was the
firat of many such enormous gatherings, The Volunteers
procured a slgl for insertion in the footway at Bachalorﬁ walk.
Some trouble arose with the Corporation or the Authorities and
"the memorial remained in the Volunteer 0ffices at Dawson Etraef.
In a couple of days: efter these happenings, wer broke out
| between Germany and England, The effect in Ireland was
immediate, People who were what one would have thought rebels
on Sundsy were completely pro-British the following Sunday.,
British reserves were called up and an intensive raéruiting
campaign started. One of the sickening thingé in ell this. pre
'16 period was the inconstancy of the ordinary people as was 1o
be demonstrated to-us on many oceasions both before and after
the eventa I hava Just deécrihe&.

Gome of-the_peop;a; partlicularly those comnected with
Sinn Féin, organised parties to interrupt British ar@y recruiting
meetings, It was: our dés;ra t0_keep the Volunteers away from
such gatherings. It Waszﬁif}iqult to do so but I think on the
whole we succeeded. We tried to Eeept tﬁs ideal of a free
Ireland before their minds, and we tried to use ®mp all their free
time at classes, practising and at lectures and concerts, all of
them with a very definite object before them. 8o also we kept
the original Gaelic Ieague slogan of "Ireland sdhér, Iralaﬁd free"
before the men's minds. ' |
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The.wﬁﬁk af-training the Volunteers really started from
the Howth Gun-rumning, Up to that our men had been ﬁraetising
in barrack square formations only, ﬁut from Howth Eundar onwards
we, having got control of ourlown ﬁen; concentrated on field
training. JUSt'ahout this time I got my-Tirat hint about the
Rising. In this ground in Camden Row that I hamelspokan of,
there was: the remains of a building which I sﬁggesﬁed to
The. 0'Rahilly should be covered for wet weather work, and
I mentioned that it would pay for itself in six months. His
rep;y was:; "We'll Be in Hell or free in six months", I.éaid

no more about the matter.

One of tﬂs training exercises’ that we had was on the
Three Rnék Mountain in September 1914, and we divided the-
Battalion, one half holding the crest of the Mbunfain and the
other half attacking. This showed the officers how little we

knaw of what fighting conditions wauld mean. It resolved

itself into marching up the hill anﬁ marching down.againu

On the 1ch EePtther, 1914, John Redmond made hia famous
Whnﬂaﬁhridge syeach and split the vblunteer Forca from top to

bottom.

I was present at a ﬁeeting at the top of Grafton Street/
St. Stephen's Green that Connolly a&dréssed whilst he was
surrounded ﬁy bayonets; fixed on Howth rifles which he had
refused to return to the Volunteers after Howth. On this

occaslion a meeting was being held in the Mansion House, about

one hundred yards away, at which ilr. Asquith, the Prime Minister
of' England, and John Redmond, the leader of the Irish
Parliementary Party, spoke and appealed to Irishmén to join the
British Army.

When the Redmond split ﬁbok plgna in Camden Row, those who

' were going with John Redmond, ailthough in the great majority,

agreed that we others ahould.remain in possession of the 4rill

ground. Thers was a full parade cf each Company callea and

after both sides: had explained - the position tha men were asked
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" $0 decide for themselves. In my case, although I had s full

Company on parsade, approximately one hundred men, I was left

. wlth nine men who remained loyal. We were fortunate in tha fact
that owr officeram remained firm and we had sufficient enthusiasm

to restart. I was very glad that when the spllt occurred there

was 80 little blckering. |

After some more training in field work an operation was
arranged for Seucerstown outside Swords, This was early in
1916, We mﬁrcheﬂ to Swords and as we were enteriné the town
I heard the Company behind mine singing a wery fine marching
song. That was the first oceagion on which the “Bold;i?r'a sSong"
was sung in public, certainly as a marching song. It caught on’
and in a few days' time every Volunteer in Dublin was whistling

- or singing it.

Very early in 1915 I was instructed to attend at a apeéia-l
class which was formed. ‘The instructor was a man whom we knew
as Slattery. He waz a teacher at Sit. Enda's. The classes
were of g very hﬂ.vance;& nature in the destruction of
commnications and the construction of bridges mnd barz;icaﬂaa:.
He geave us a Iot of instructions in the use of high explosives,
how to0 handle them, and thelr power when _m_rqgﬂr;ly used,

-

The ﬁttanﬂgnc’e at those lectures #p.m very select. I would
. say not more than two or possidbly thres officers from any Brig&ﬁa.
I can remamber only one other officer from the Dublin Brigads,

and the nmber attending never exceeded twelve, The meetings
were held only on occasions when an influx of people into the city
would be axpacf&i ao that those who were appointed to attend
would not be under undue obaervation, '

Captain Ted Sheehan was detailed t0o organise an Engineering
Battalion. famon De Valera was appointed to the vacancy created
by the transfer of Captain Sheehan and was promoted

Commandant, and one of the first things done by him
) ' /@as the



'was- the formation of a Battalion staff. Fitzgibbon vfas 1.
Vice-Commandant. James: Byrne was Quartermaster.

I was Captain Of "A" Company; O'Rehilly, Captain of “B
Company; REddie Byrne, -Captain of "C" Company; P. Begley,
Captein of "D' Company; ILlam Tannam, Ceptaln of “EV Company.
4ll of the Companies were sadly depleted by the split, but. the
number of recruits that joined afterwards was. certainly
satisfactory and I would say on the avaraéa a better type of
man, The great trouble with us *Iwaa the ﬁca:pcitr'of money.

The men had to pay thra_epénce a week towards: the cost of
rent and light. They had to -pay for the anmmitioﬁ they used
in practices. They had to pay for their omi rifle ammunition
and eguipment. In addition to that the Companlies had to form a -
Company Fund to provide themselves: with éuch things as firat sid
field dressings, atz;:-,a';chars:, signalling flags. and lamps and a
reserve of _amnun;!._t.ion, and where :pqagihle, training tools, i.e.
plcks and shovels.. The sacrifices, made at the time, both by
officers and men, were very great, a:ml of course, it was the
desire of every officer or Volunteer to have a: uniflorm of what

he considered to be the first grmy of Ireland for years,

Shortly after De Valera's gppolntment he mobilised 'the
Battalion in thé Concert Hall at 41 York 31:-1_?331;. The hall
wesn't full although I am sure two hundred men would £ill it,
During the course of his address he emphasised the point that
this was a serious business and that now was the time for men
to say whether they were prepared to accapﬁ the pcéitiﬂn as |
he explained it. I knew that this was a warning that a further
step had been teken towards an armed insurrection . I.was told,
I think by De Valera, that the Dublin Commandants had submitted
plans for the defence of Dublin and that Connollyswas the one
accepted and that he, Connolly, was given command of the city

to -ca::"ry out his plans.

With these thoughts in mind the recruitment of the
i : .
Company and the arming and training was a matter of continuous

eoncern.,  Fortunately when Mﬁjor Casserly ﬁras lecturing he
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dealt entirely vi th field conditions and we were not ashamed to
bring our men Inut and try out the formations thg;: he had advised.
Wle made many mistskes, but I think we succeeded after a while in
handling the men very well.

ﬁﬂter the reorganising of {;he Companies as a result of the
Redmcnd split the first of our mass manoceuvres ‘bh.at I can
remenmber was at Ea.ster 1915 at Finglas. It was a rather big
affair. Finglas: was attacked from all sides and I think we all
were more than a little s’at_isfied with the manner in which we
were able to handle the men, but our best effort was to confine
the 2nd Battalion to Stepaside. This operation began at
4 o'clock in the morning and finished at 4 o'clock in the

af'ternoon.

'The next thing that I remember was the recruiting marches.
They were taken up, very seriously, each Battalion acting on its
own and perading their districts. I think it did well for at
least this nmch_ it did.- do, It informed the men of their own
particular areas which v;as- to the gm::;d._ In our Battalion we
had weekly field work, aometim&s at night, sometimes on Sundays.

A favourite point of attack was Pallatine House, Tallaght.

It was gulte ramarkahla hnw well the offlcers were improving in .
the handling of their men. During this time the Hapional
Volunteers wére orgenising and they had a great vn'lunteer parade
from the Phoenix Park to the centre of the city and back to the
Phoenix Park. It was a well done and highly organised affair.

. Our effort to connteract that was a visit of the Dublin Bfigad.e

to Limerick,

When we reached Limerick we paraded the c-.it._z.r during which
we passed through the district known as Irishtown, where we were
received with gﬁeat hostility and pelted with street rubbish, and
the people leaning from the windows: cursed us as Wwe passed, and
aefterwards we stored our rifles in a premipes and put a guard in
cherge of them. - The men were dismissed for a couple of hours.

I ram&nﬁmr being very unsasy that our men were disbanded and that -
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the rifléa, all we had as an.ﬁrmy, were left in one building
with.juét & very . small mumber of people protaating them,

It would, in my thoughts, have been a very easy task to have.
taken the whole lot in one helf hour. So upset was I with the
srrangement that I couldn't bring myself to go further than one
hundred and fifty'rards:ffdm the plaha where the rifles were

stored.

When we got the men re-assenmbled and were marching towards:
tha Railway Station to entrain fo# home a great érowd of the
people of Limerick turned out to sbuse and attack us. They
threw stones and everything they could get at us, Just
immediately in front of me some of the crowd grabbed one of our
men's rifles. The attackers got the stock of the rifle - he -
held the barrel. All this occurred in an instant. They pulled.
the har&el and the fofesight raefeﬁ'hia:twu hands and left him |
in a bad way. We got the rifle back, but I mention the .matter
to show that public: opinion was not at all in favour of the
Irish volunjger31aﬁ:that time,

after our visit to Limerick we applied ourselves even more
to our field exercises and lectures. | The classes were held
twice or three times a week to describe and instruct the men in
street fighming; we were trying to get arms an@_orggnisiﬁg to
collect money. These were our special activities up to

Rossa's death,

When O'Donovan Rossa died in America it was decided by,
I think, the I,R.B. t0 bring his remains home to Ireland for

- burial, The remains were left in the City Hall, Dublin, and the .

people of Dublin showed great respect and great sorrow in their
attendance at Cork Hill, I happened to be the Officer-in-charge
of the last Guard of Honour st the Gity Hall on Rossa's remains.
I had seen Rossa earlier in Iife, for on his return from fmerics
my father brought me to KinéSEriﬁga Railway Station to welcome

the Fenian on his: arrival in Dublin.
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It was a big task to control the masses of people who were
an:ﬁ':ioué t0 pay their respects to the remains in the Central
Chamber of the City Hall. -RE;EIS&'E widow remained by the side of
the coffin for a couple of hours. During the time that I was:
actually on guard an old WM' approached the coffin. The dead
patriot's features were wisible through s glass in the coffin 1lid..
‘Ehe looked and said, "Ah!, they tried to make a pig of you, but
they couldn't". That réminded me of what I read of Rossa's
imprisonment when, with hiaz hands bound behind his: hack, he had
to lap up :nisa food from the fluf:r.

LI

The following morning we organised the funeral. It was
the first of the great national funerals cax-?erﬁily organised and
properly marshalled, IWhen we reached Glasnevin the remains: were
received by a bugler who sounded the lagt post, and ﬁh&n the body
was interred three volleys were fired over the grave,  Pearse then
made hig famous oration in which he called on ﬁhe manhood - of ‘that
generation to take up and complete the task so well begun by
Rossa. This may have sounded a bit strange to the ordinary
person, but to those of us who knew the things that were Tikely

to happen 1% was sweet music indeed,

The next thing that I can remember was the St. Patrick's
Day Parade in 1916, The ﬁr;iga&e asgenbled at College Green
af'ter having attended Mass at St. Michael's:'& John's Church, one
of the olﬂasf’ in Dﬁb_lin. I was: not present at the Ma;aa as I had
heen detailed to act as outside guard, and I divided my Company
into four parties as a protection around the Church. . I yas
particularly satisfied about that arrangement because I felt that
it was dangerous for our force to be in large numbers in a
confined space at any one time. I knew that I could depend on
my men to give the men in the Church at least time to deploy if
the Brltish made any serious mowve, I wae: told Ithat it was a very
brsagtiful cereinony. Quite a nunber of our officers and men were
in uniform at this.time and many of the officers had swords.
'I‘hé swords were drawn in salutation at the Consecration and a

special guard was detailed to ;,::résent’ arms whilst the colours were
dipped, ’
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After Mass the Brigade paraded at College Green and was
inspsé.‘c.ed by the Chief of Staff, Ec:‘:n McHelll.,  The saluting
base was opposite Foster I_;lace and our ranks. extended. to Dame
Street, | During the preparations for the inspection we had
stopped all traffic thmught College: Green. When a British
officer approached GnlleEe_ Green on horseback he demanded to be
allowed through, and De Valera refused him permission to pass.
The situation was tense for a moment as assistance could be
obtained from Dublin Castle within a couple.of minutes if it was
desired to use force, but he decided to return to George's

Street. and take another route to his destination.

HOLY WEEK.

Battalion Staff.

The organisation of the 3rd Battalion by the beginning

of Holy Week, 1916, was as follows :-

famon De Valera . Cormandant.

Se4n Fitzgibbon Vice-Commandant. (deceased).
James Byrne Quartermaster. (deceased).
P. Begley | Adjutant, - -

- The following were the Companies :-

"A" Company: Joseph O'Connor, Captain.

Tim Finn, Iieutenant (deceased),

Hickey, ILieutenant.
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"B Company: = The O'Rshilly, Captain. (kilij}eg.k ‘)ﬂaster
: N T!E -

X Charlie Murphy, Lieutenant.
Martin Byan,  Lieutenant, (deceased).

_“G”-gggnggx} ~ Eddie Byrne, Captain.
) Simon ]5011111&111:, _Inieﬁtenant. _
liichael Halone, Iientenant. (killed in

_ 25 Horthumberland Road,
Easter. Week).

‘"D" Company; - P. Begley, Ceptain,

Joe Byrne, Lieutenant, .

_!IEH mm Id.am Tm, ' GE;[:_ltﬂ.iIl.

Darcy,  Lileutenant. (deceased).

"F" _Company; Tom O'Connor, Captain.

James: Brady, Lieutenant.

The area under the control of the 3rd Battalion was from the
Grattan Bridge south side of the Liffey from Parliament Strees,
Dame Street, George's .s'b:-ee:t, Aungier's: atree,-*h., Redmond's Hill ,
Wexford Street, Camden Street, Camden Street Uoper, South
giclmonﬁ Street, Mount Pleasant Avemue, Upper and Lower,
Pelmerston, Dartry, thence in a étraight-line t0 Glencree
Reformatory, Kilgarron, Enniakerr:.r, T:Im.q!hinch to Br&;r, taking in
Bray town to the seacoast and river 1ineiauuth ﬂida to Grattan
Bridge. g |

b}

Fitzgibbon Jeft Dublin on lionday or Tuesday to go to
Tralee to dlstribute the rifles arriving from Germany. A meeting
of the Battallion etaff was called for De Valera's Home at ‘
iiorehampton Terrace for, I think, Wednééday night. Al the
Company Capteins were present with, I 'bhiﬂt s Jeén Melahon
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representing the 0'Rehilly, and Michael Malone representing the

Battalion Engineers. The Commandant informed the staff at that
meeting that Vice Commandant Piltzgibbon would not be with us as
he had other duties to perf_‘orm. The meeting wae: called to £111

the vacancy thus created.

Commandant De Valera asked me t0 become Vice Commandant of
the Battalion to replace Flitzgibbon. I explained that whilset
I was: honoured with the offer of promotion, I would much prefer to
remain with my Company, the fight being so near at hand,
It was: then decided to appoint Begley who was acting as Battalion
Adjutant at the time, a man from the 2nd Battalion named Murphy
being eppointed Adjutant. I think it wes at that meeting that
we got twenty-five pounds towards the funds of each Company to
help: in buying astocks of food and some tooles that were urgently |
required, This was the first money we ever received from
Hﬂa&quai'terai These were the only ma;bters discussed at the
Battalion Council, )

Inatructions came from the Oom:naz}dant that. we were tc; remove
our portion of the first aid equipment which was at the Volunteer
Offices in Dawson Street 4o our own Headguarters: which were then
at 144 Great Brunswick Street, now Pearse Street. He also ardered
that I should have an ermed guard daﬁ and nigh#lfrom Thursday
onward. Four men of my own Company slept at my home and even at
my place _of enployment our men were on guard. I cannot say if the

same precautions were ordered for all the officers.

on Good Friday some of my section commanders, representing .
their sections, led h? one.of the officers s presented me with a
émurd as a token off res:pectffrom my own Company. I was very proud

~of this token of thelir esteem and hoped to wear it for many a lorg dey:

- The whole atmosphere gbout the week before Easter was one of
highly-strung nervous activity. From my own part I fully
appreciated the enormous task before us and I fully realised the
poorly armed force we were preparing to leaﬂ.’.'againét one of the

‘finest armed nations in the warld. I had spent all my life
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working ﬁnﬁ praying for this moment and I felt thoroughly
satisfied that I was doing what was right and no matter what the

cost was I was determined to give of my best.

At a meeting of the Battalion Council in 144 Great
Brunswick Street on Good Friday night the following, T am nearly

ecertain, were present :-

Commandant De Valera

Gaﬁta:in Bbsley y

Lieutenant Byrne

Lieutenant Charlie lurphy _

Volunteer iichael Hayes - on Adjutant's staff.

I represented "A" Company; Seén kckMehon, "B" Company;
Eddie Byrne and Michael Malone, "g" Gumpa:t_w : c&ﬁ.téin Begley,
D" Company. - .ME" Company was n&t'regreaentad, nor was "p"
Cormpany. o o

We were gilven precise orders as to the positions we were to
oceuny un. Sunday and informed as: to the guantity of stores we

would_have at our disposal. A larg'é‘ quantity of provisions had

- Been purchased and in addition each Company using their Company

funds plus the £25 had accunmulated an amount of stores,  Each
Company was t0 be responsible for the .collection of such stores
and for heving them transported to the area in which his
Company would operate,

The Commandant went over the plan in very great detail,
In fact, he was sble to tell each Company Ceptain where he would
enter on to his area and what he would find to his advantage or
ﬂisadvantage when he pot there. The thing that concerned ﬁhé
meeting to a very great extent was the firm belief that 'anam;;r
action would be teken before we had occupied positions, and it
was withh a wiew to having an alternative plan that an amount n:ﬁ'

the discussion resolved itself into.

The positions: to be occuPied over the area ‘were given in

detail, "AY Company was to- occupy the railway line from ‘Grand
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Canal Quay to Din Leoghaire. They were to -occupy all the |
level crossings and assist in dominating Beggars Bush Barracks
front: and :.:-eré. . They were to hold the railway workshops in
Upper Grand Canal-Street and generally help other units coming
wlthin their range of fire, ‘

UBt Gompany were to take. over Westland H;cmr Railway ‘Station.
They were to send a party up to Tara Street and Tink up with the
2nd Battalion who would be in charge of the Amiens Street section
of‘ the railway. They were on the other slde to connect up with
A" Company on the railway at Grand Canal Qua:,r.'.

- -

MGh Company were to occupy Bolands Bakery and the
Dispensary ‘tuilding at Grand .Canal Strest. They were to occupy
Roberts builders' yard on the corner of the canal and Eran&. S
Canal Street. They were to bharricade the canal bridge
comwetiﬁg Upper and Lower Grand Canal Street. They were to
occupy Clanwilliam Hduse,' the- schools and parochial hall on
Horthunberland 'Rnaﬁ and Wo. 25 Horthurberland Road.

MCY Company-were also to have controlled the canal bridges

"at Uppeér Mount Street, Baggot Street and Ieeson Street and join

up with the 4th Battalion or the Irish Gitizen Army.

"D" Company ﬁera to connect with "A'" Company at the level
erossing at Herrion, They were -to hold a line from Merrion tl:;
the Liffey along the coast ineluding a bcor:n whiclh would be
defended from land positions. This boom was to be at the .end of
the South Wall extending from south to north of the river. Their
base was to have been Bolands Hills or the Distillery immediately
adjoining which they were to have garrisoned. I'I'heae were the

instructions they got to occupy Bolands Mills,

MEY Company were not present and we were informed. that they
had a task to perform, This, we later heard, was to form part

of the garrison of the G.P.0, -

"F" Company was:-to comnect with "A" Company at
Din Eadghaire Railway Station and to maintain the Railwey Station

.y
. LY
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even to the places: where it would be possible to procure an

22,
end landing pier in the harbour.

On a caleculstion we all were certaiﬁ that we would have
eight to ten hundred men at our-ﬂiapﬂsal.l

..ﬂfter a very lengthy discussion as to the co=-ordination

- of our forces Lieutenant Michael Malone of "¢ Company, who had

been detailed to 6ccupy 25 Northumberland Road, waelked ower to
where I was after the meeting had finished, and seild, '“Well,
Joe, it's pretiy close to hand. I know you'll come through, .-

but I won't",

One of the main factors in the poslition was the railway
line: connecting Dublin and Dfn ILaoghaire, This was a main route
of supply from Britain and it was very important that the énemy
ghould be ﬂﬁnie&.itg use as it entered the very heart of. the city.

I was amagzed at the amount of information our Commandant had

" accumulated and how thoroughly he understood sbout the wposition

each Company was to occupy. He was able to discuss ewery detail
alternative water supply, where we could definitely find tooia for
such things as loopholing walls and making aommunicatiuna.-

I am positively certain that he had aﬁent moﬁths reconnoitring
that entire area and in our discussions, particularly that one. of
Good Friday night when we really got down to the task put before
usg, I cannot remember a query put to him that he was not able to
answer immediately, snd there was not a solitary suggestion to
fmprove the dlspositions mads, De Valera certainly showed that
he had given his full attention to the task ehead and that if
anything did go wrong 1t certainly would nntlhe his fault.

This was: all very encouraging to us.

As: to how much our officers aﬁd men knew, I cannot say.
I knew that there was to be a rising, and with outside helpn
I thought 1%t could be successful; I thought that every man would
rush in to help; - |

The ordinary conditions of the national life hed heccﬁa 80
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Irelsnd and England. The little the Geelic League did was
largely undone by the Great War, and something big should happen

o reawaken the country to her sense of -importance.

Our constant endeavour was to keep reminding our men what

" .%o do if, and when attacked, to continue our preparations to

resist conscription and talk sbout what changes would happen when
Germany won :tlie WEX. But at no time was it stated, at any of our
important meetings, that we were starting an insureection, with
or w:‘l..th;mt aszlstance, but wery definitely an atmosphere was

cultivated leading to the uprising, and I think it was this that
kept the British guessing, and the fact as I have already stated

was that our movement was: sober, both officers and men.

I mentioned our attack on Stepaside. After ﬂghting our
way through we were stopped on the main road and ae;rtt_ to occupy
a erossing that had been_ neglected. This meant an additional
t]ire_e or four.miles, but when we returhed the men were allowed to
fﬁll out. Not a man of my Company went into the public-house
although they had been on tl';e go for more than twelve hours.

We Spent most of Saturday and Sunday in individual scoubing
of the positions: and familiarising ourselves with their advantages
and dlsadventages: and with the practicability of Iinking up with
the other units: for the fight, The position we had to occupy was
the Iine of the Grand Canal from the Liffey to Leeson Street
Bridge inclusive, ' I i

On Holy Saturday I met De Valera in Camden Rosw. He had
left the darill g;‘clﬁd and T was: just apfpnoaching it. . We stopved
to talk and tell each other how near we were to it and he gaid a
remarkable thing, "ge'll be a*lright, it's the women who will
suffer. fIhe worst they can do to us is kill us, but the women
will have 0 remain behind to rear the childrén‘f. It was one

of th.el few times that. he ever really revealed h:i:nseif o me,
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Taster Sunday. -

On Easter Sunday mc:éning aqcomparﬂ.ed by my guard I went to
8 o'clock Hass at Harrington Street Church. On coming oui from
the Church I bought the "Sunday Independent", and to my horror
read lcNelll's: Cancelling Order. It was the first of the mishaps
of the week of which I became aware, One of my Company had
reported that he was on business: at the place of ewbarcation at
Kingstown on Saturday night. He saw a tall man accompanied by
four R, I,C. men being escorted on board a vessel Lo sail for
England, I thought that it was Just an ordinary arrest of a
deserter and that the extra guard was there merely because of the

- ungettled {times. In any case the vessel had gone before I got

the information. I am failrly certain that the man whom he saw

was  Roger Cagenent.

It waz a great shock to read MeNeill's order. - The
extraordinary thing.was: that, although I knew Licleill very well -
he was in fact a menber of my own Conmany and had Qrﬂs:-:i.iﬂeJd at my
electlon am en officer - I felt that it would be wrong to obey his
order to demobilise, end I got in touch with our Commandant at
Battallon Headquarters and let him know my feelings., It was
decided that the, Battalion would mobilise as ordered,

The mobilisation in the case of "A'" and "ot Gmnpaniés: was
at Earlsfort Terrace: in the grounds: of the National University, and

the time 4 o'élock in the afterncon, Action was to begin at

6 o'clock and was to be started '1::,? the Dlowing up nf_' the Magazine

Fort in the Fhoenix Park, One of the things that we were
partlcularly proud of in the 5rd Battalion wes our mobilisation
scheme, ‘that was oup ability to get our men together with theilr
grus and anmnﬁticr; in & short space of time, but on this: cccasion
the men were ordered on %he Wednesdey to pa:z;a-l-:.* on the Eunﬁeﬁr'

at EBarlaofort Terrace at 4 . m.w,i t}?wa days'! rations anfl full eguipment
I was preparing %o parade at' Barlsfort Terrace myself” when a
messenger (I-think it was lMichael Hayes) arrived from the
Cormandant instructing me ‘o cancel my parade, to inlsltrvuct the men

to remain on 'stand-to! and I to report at 144 Great Brunswieic
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Street for conference,

I sent out the demobilisation order and proceeded to
Great Burnswick Street where I saw Conmandant De Valera. He
asked me what I thought the. effect of the demobilisation would be
on the men, and I told him that in my opinion it would wundo all
the work we had put into it and that it would take ug at least
six months hard work to undo the ﬁarm. His veply was, - "‘Btu'efly,
it's not so bad. How many mer; do you think would respond to an
immediate order?", I replied: "Iwenty", although I had one
hundred and twenty men on parade on Sunday, every man of them with,
sone form of wegpon, hut I knew my men well and I felt that the

moat I could pledge for would be twenty.

De Valera said: "I don't think things are so bad asz you
auggast®, I replied that I hoped he was rigl;t.l He ‘asked me vhat
I thought we could do o remedy matters. I suggaatad: that as -

I héd arranged a concert for 41 Parnell Square on Easter Sunday
night we should carry on the concert and that he should attend and
say a word of encouragement to the men, man:,r of whom would be in
the hall, He agreed to do this and we proceeded with our

arrangements and actually hai& our concert at which he spoke,

On Easter Monday morning about 10 o'clock the Commandant
sent me an order to mobilise my Company and to report to him at
144 Great Brunswick Street. I set the mobilisation .in motion for
an _ﬂmmadia}’;a__assenﬂal} at _Earlafnrt Terrace and I proceeded to °
Great Brunswick Street. When I saw the Commandant he told me we
were going into action at 12 o'clock. I asked him were they mad.
His reply was: NI em a soldler and I know you are a soldier also™.
I saluted and retired. Before leaving the room he shook hands
with me and said: "We may never meet again'. '

I proceeded to Earlsfort Terrace where I saw Dick Carroll

‘distributing Howth gun ammunition to the two Companies. Leas than

half the men were in uniform, The mobilisation being so very .
emall I decided to remain at Earlsfort Terrace until 11,30 at

which time we moved off to take up our respective positions,
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The Gapt&in of "C" Company was not on parade, 80 Simon Donnelly
took cﬁarge of "g".,  MC" Company had about the same strength
as "A" - 120 men, Theilr mobilisation that morning was 30.
nan Gﬂmp&ny's;ﬁﬁhilisatinn was 18, "BY Company whose area was
around 144 Great Brunéw;ck Street, mobilised the strongest of
our Companies, MDY Company were poor in nurbers, and “EY
Company had been allocated to the G.P. 0. The only members of
"E' Company we had were men who missed the parade for marching
into the G.P.O., . It wes arranged that as the units were

' marching into thelr positions that Cumann na mBan who had

pﬁxadad at Merrion Square should join the Companies and enter the
Bakery with "C" Cempany from whence thgy would -operate.
Unfortunately, thils arrangement fell through. I &hink it was
the faet of rgmaining 80 1mng,at_Earlsfnrt Terrace that we were
over anxious; t0 reach our positions, before 12 o'clock. This is
the explanation of hﬁw we were deprived of the assistance of
Cumann na mBan.

When "A" Company reached Great Clarence Street, the
position £rém which we were to enter the railway, we had as
already stated, eighteen men. I haited the men apd adﬂressed
them. I told them we were going into action for the freedom of
Ireland, or, rather, as I said, for the glory of God and the
honour of Ipelanﬁu - I told the men that eny man who felt he was:
unable to take the final step was ét ;ibarty to leave, One man
did hand over his rifle and equipment, but just at that moment
another member of the Company, unarmed, arrived on the scene.

He took over the rifle and we entered the rallway from cmare;ue
Street using a disused cart as a means of scaling the wall.

During this entrance one of the rifles went off and one of our mern,
Tom Scully, was shot in the leg - the first casualty. We carried

on and took possession of the railway workshops and houses

adijoining. Wé then proceeded along the railway line- to a

terrace of houses on the South Lotts Road between the railway line
and Grand Canal Street. We broke an entrance from the railway

and entered the terrace of houses, Then the hnusea'up %o the
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corner were teles;nped. Tha corner shop was a provision astore
by the name of Horan. EI.‘his' became  known ag Horans Fort. It
d.uminﬁted the entreance to Beggars Bush Barracks which was only
thirty yards away. This place became a very important poéitien
throu,ghout the remainder of the’week. "I remenber on two
occasgions w_h:t.lst visiting the place seeiﬁg the premises actually
burning with the intensity of the fire concentrated on it, but
it was held until the final surrendsr, . In this connection
I would like to mention Sedn Guilfoyle -and PEadar O'leara, who
did.trojan work at this point.

"We extended our line to the Iievel Crossing at Lansdowne
Road with the-intention of linking up with "F' Gompany 'in
Carisbrooke. House and "D" Company in Ringsend. We then
proceeded to dig trenah.es on the railwa:.r line whilst other parties
were remmr:r.ng the :E‘:l.ah :pla'l‘.eﬁ and sections uf the line to prevent

an armoured train or the 1:1.];9 from passing through.

On entering the railway erahoPé we broke all the glass
and erected barricades in the space in front of the building and
a. balcony from. which we could dominate Grand Cansl Street and
assiét in defending Grand Canal Street bridge which by this time
wae barricaded with vans from Bnla.uda Bakery, . ,“B“_ Company
entered from Weatlanﬂ ROW. !Eh.ey took over possession of the
station and that part of -the railway 1;113& up to Bolands Bakery,
They then formed a part of the guard at the Commandant's
headguarters in the Bﬂcery‘.

When we took over the Bakery a batch of bread was being
baked in the ovens. The bakers, realising the position, very
cuuragecﬁaly volunteered to rema.ii.n until the bread was: ready.
They did so and withdrew the ‘brea;i before 1ea'.ring:‘ This was of
great value to the Garrison and to the people in the viecinity of
the Bakery who were helped with the bread. This Company wras
under the command of Sefin licMshon assisted by Seén Quinn and

I think, James Fitzgerald.
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"ph Company, the Din Laughaifefﬂlackgock Company was.
originally to have held the railway station and landing station
at Kingstown Harbour, but owing to the small number of men on
parade thay decided to join forces with tha remainder of the
Battalion at Bolands Bakery. They did actuaily1occupy
Carisbrooke House at the junction of Pembroke Road/Northumberland
Road but only for a very short time. What happened afterwards
I do not know, -

“D" Company should have held the area from the Level
Crossing at Herrion to fpe river at Sir John Regeraan'a Quay,
but as their munbers were so few they had to rétire oﬂ Bolands
Mills at Ringgand-whieh they continued to hold until ordered
to vacate the positlion on Sunday.

+

"g" Company were to have occupied the line of cansls from .
Grand Canal Street to ILeeson Street with a connection with the
Level Crossing at Merrion, "B" Company were to have occupled

~ the railway station at_Westland Row and Bolands Baekery at Grand

Canal Quay with the Dispensary at Grend Canal Street as a first
aid station. This: was because of its proximity to Sir Patrick
Dunn's. Hospital in the same street immediately epposite.

"A" Company was to have occupled the pailway from Bolands
Bakery to Dén Laoghaire to link up with "F" Company. They had
to withdraw to the Level Crossing at Lansdowne Road to oceupy
the line of houses &t South Lotts: Road from the railvay bridge-

xto_Grand_ﬁanal Street. 4 house was occupled midway in Upper
- Grand Canal Jtreet on the north side as a connecting link with .the

railwaey workshops at Upper Grand Canal Street. This railway
workshop was a veﬁy important centre as if the enemy got '
possession they would be in-a position to dominate the centre of
thg arca. It was in this building that I made my headquarters
for the fight.

aﬂjacent to "D" Company post was a very strong distillery
building, the possession of which would dominate the entire
position held by the 3rd Battalion. The Commandant dscided that
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it would be necessary to have this building destroyed and we flew
a flag from the tower. It was, to the best of my recollection,
a plain green flagl— I would say, about six feet by tﬁn and a
half or three feet. It was the Commandant's intention that the

| enemy should identify this building as the area headquarters

"D" Company's parade was so small. that they found it impossible
t0 occupy any position originally allotted to them other than
Bolands; Mills: on the Ringsend Road.

The Commandent decided that after dusk he would have
measagea flashed by lamp from the building instructing our men not
to fire on Zeppelins who were our friends and the dreaded enemy
of the British. This was done to attrﬁat the attention of the
British on the tall building so as to dastruy it. The ruse
worked as the British brought their artillary to bear on the
bullding and gave it a great pounding for the week. An amusing-
incident happened in thie connection during their bonbardment of
the distillery from, ; think, the_show Grounds. at Ballsbridée.
Some of the shells passed over tﬁé building aﬁd:fall into the
Liffey. The Helga, & British patrol boat, wasiprnceeding up the
Liffey with the object of shelling Liberty Hall and O'Gonnell
Street when they came under what they condidered to be an attack
from our pusit;ons, but it was really thg shells passing over the
building from Ballsbridge. The Heiga then attacked ﬁhé‘buildiﬁg

from the river and ably assisted in destroying the position.

"C" Company occupied 25 Northumberland Road, the school-
house on ﬁnrthumberland Road and ths_parochial hall oéposite
the school-house, Clanwilliam House at the corner of Lower lount
Street imuediately in front of the canal bridge with'a clear line
of fire to Haddington Road. The value of 25 Northumberland Road

' was that it also overlooked the exit from Beggars Bush Barracks.

In addition, "C" Company head men in a builder's yard alongside
Clanwilliam House. They were on a pedestal which enabled them

to fire over the wall which was strongly built. . The;ramainder of
their Company helped with "B" Company fo form the guard at
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heaﬂguarfers. A First Aid Station was set up in the

Dispensary which was entered from Bolands Bakery. - "MD" Company-
took possession of Bolands: Mills on Ringsend Road, a fine strong
building. Tﬁéy were to have taken posseasion of the Distillery
also but their nunbers were too small,

"FY Company which, as I have already stated, were from
Din Laoghaire and Blackrock, took possession of Carisbrooke
House. They were very few in numbers. When it was reported to
me that the post had been evacuated I ordérea the occupation of
a house on Lansdovne Road to protect the oceupation of the
rallway Level Crossing.

We had scarcely occupled our positions when 12 o'clock

‘struck and we found ourselves in sction. a.vulunteaf force

known as the"George's Rex" were returning to Barracks from some
outdoor work. They were fully armed and before they entered the

Barracks wa'opaned.fira on them, They replied as effectively

- as they could and some of them succeeded in gaining entrance to

the Barracks, = The fight was on. Almost inmediately the
bormbardment of our pnsitioné began. Bortiles were made and a

continuous day and night sniping of our positiocns, Very soon

~the firing had penetrated the Gasometers which were very close

%o our positions and as the evening fell the smell of gas was
stifling, Owing to the smallness of our numbers the work of
preparing the position for defence was very heavy and had to be

continued all through the night., As a matter of fact some of

the sections were not relieved before Wednesday night.

Monday and Tuesday péssed with the British searching out
our positions and our attacking at any opportunity, however
slight, that we got. In addition to this we had to keep the
éﬁrrisan at Beggars Bush confined to harfacks; We succeeded in

our efforts all day on Monday and Tuesday but on Wednesday we

- .got word in the early morning that enormous fhrcea were

arriving at Kingstown.
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On Tuesday evening I had heard that the "Daily Mail" was -

on sale in Dublin, being s0ld at one shilling a copy. The story
was told tolbring out the fact that people were willing to pay a
shilling for a newspaper, but to me it brought a very different
message. It made it clear that the port was open and if the
British were able to get in their newspapers there was certainly
nothing to prevént them from landing troops. The following
morning my fears were fully realised.

By 12 o'clock .the advance units had arrived at -Ballsbridge.
We put up whatever resistance was possible but their pressure of
nuibers brought them towards the cilty. ‘When they reached the
field of fire from 25 HbrthuMharland Road, Lieutenant Malone who

‘was in' charge of that post with Volunteer Grace and two other men,

gave them a warm reception so that they had to defer progress
tnwafdﬂ the city until they had cleared this post completely.
Lieutenant lalone ‘died on the stairwey of thal house ﬂsfenﬂing
his post juﬂt as he foretold on the Good Friday night after

the conference.

:Duriné.this time the ﬁritish made-a sortie on to the
railway. I have explained that we held the Level Crossing at
Lensdowne Road, but there is a laneway ﬁt the rere of the houses
on the south side of that road ending against the railway wall,
a wall of shall we say, twenty feet high. The British got ladders
and scaled this wall, thereby entering the railway line between
the ﬁast at the Level Crossing and its support in the trench on
the railway line, Fortunately our commecting files discovered
thgm and immediately opened fire. They rushed forward towards
Westland Row Station, and as I haﬁpenad at that moment to be

inspecting the terrace of houses on the South Iotts Road I was

able to collect six men and move them across the railway line

t0 prevent this advance., The movement was auc&eaaful and after
a very close rdhgs fight at a maximun of say, 20/?5 yards, we
succeeded in beating the British back, and though they were able
to take thelr wounded, I gave instructions to have the dead
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buried. I had one man wounded in this fight - Christie Murphy
by name. He was hot clean through the body, and as he. -
staggered over to where I was standing during the fight, he fell

Cat my feet and he said: "Well, Sir, I am dying for Ireland",

He did not die, but lived many years afterwards to serve his

b

e:nuntr;_r.

sﬁee-ing that I was left with only five men, ?ﬁe ‘of whom ﬁas
armed with a broken shotgun and. therefore useless, I sent
Mick HeCarthy back to the base with this wounded man.
I instructed him to report to the Commandant what had heppened
and to ask him for reinforcements as I was afrald the British
would renew the conflict and that it was ver:.r important that they
should not be allowed to proceed alcng the railwa:,r. The

reinfarcements I got when McCarthy returnsed were ten rounds of

. SDE armmani tion,

. I have spoken of the railwaar-mr]cshops. When we entered
this building the foreman-in-charge of the place at that time
expressed Emﬁathy with our a&tiena . He axplai.ned to me that
a position on top of tl}e building between two water reserve tanks
would give me effective control over the two canal bridges 'wl_lizl.at
‘the other side of the same tanks would g:l_.vé me control over
Upper Grand Canal Street. . I imnadiately'mamma both those
places and took the necessary protective precautions.  The’
effect of this was that I was able to remove the men 'wht) were
posted in the open on the platform at the railway yard as I was
getting better results from the tank positions. The British
soon realised the importance of this move and.,qpaned'
concentrated fire on the new position which we maintained until
the end and in which Volunteer Joe Byrne was killed while
ﬁighting from that post.

-

- The :yard I have spoken of at the railway workshops was
entered by the _B#itia,h and after seiging the position they
gfocee&ed. to entrench themselves. I saw the danger of this move
and I colleeted same men with fixed bayonets, one of whom I can

well romember was Tom Traynor, afterwards executed in Hountjoy.
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Lisutenant Guilfoyle was in charge of the upper floor of the 33.
railway workshops. . He had his men posted on the windows

 commanding the railway yard. One of his men was seri'nualy
- wounded, I think it was Leo Caséy. I warned Lieutenat Guilfoyle

that on the blast of a whistle he waa to cease fire and from the
hottorc; of the bullding we charged with the bayonets ﬁo cigar the
eneny,.,  Dmediately before we started s bullet scorched a line
across Tom Traynor's cheek extending at least six inches .lqng.

I asked him if he was ‘ba&iar mrt. He said: "oh no!, cai‘r':f on",
and we went into that attack shouting as uﬁly‘Ir:;.ahmaa; can shout
under such conditions.

e mmeﬂad. in clearing the pﬂs‘l‘r and gnt twn or three rifles
that they left when they retreated. During all this time the
fight was developing from Mount Street ‘Bridge.  The enemy had
succeeded in clearing the ‘schools and the wmhial hall but they

were met with point blank fire from Clanwilliam House, from Robert's

yard, from the railway line at Alexandra Basin and from the tanks'
on top of the workshops, The British made gallant efforts to
crogs the cenal bridge and they repeatedly. formed and reformed in -
thelr efforts to do so. This fight wae started sbout midday on
Wednesday and about 8 o'clock that night I saw the horrible sight
of Clanwilliam House bufning and knew that the bodies of our
comredes: were being consumed in the flamess, |

‘7o me this was a horrible sight as I knew that Clanwilliam
House was a keep which meant that the garrison were to meintain
their post to the very last and that there was %o be no
evacuation of the bullding. This was agreed t0 on Friday night
as the position was of such vital importance. I have mentioned
that the house extended ml,mh‘ beyond the line of the canal bridge
end because of that' it was an.ideal position from which to
defend the bridge. The small garrisorn of eight or ten men sent
in under the command Of George Reynolds, including James Doyle,
Paddy Doyle (killed), William Rowan, the brothers Welsh, were
all well chosen men and they certainly carried out ‘their duties
to their utmost strength, I actually saw the shower of
grenades which ultimately set the hm on fire and although

I 414 everything humanly possible to prevent the approach to
the premises which was made from the city slde of the canal, as
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the enemy occupled premises on the county =side of the cétm_l.l

between the two Mount Street cam_il bridges, they sucqaaded in
crogsing the upper oné, i.e. the canal bridge at Upper Mount
Street, and they worked down al;}ng the canal bank and a terrace
of houses, Unfortunately there is a projection from the hoqae
opposite Clamyilliam House in Mount Street which gave the ‘enemy
effective cover for their gpproach to the bridge on the line of
houses on the canal bank, and a short rush in sections of fours
brought them to the point where they were able to hurl

incendlary grenades into Clanwilliam House. The dusk was
falling, in fact it had become dark before thig happened, and
vwhen I sew the place going up in flames I naturally thought of
the entire garrison being lost. This fortunately waé_- not ‘'so as
four at least succeeded in getting out after the flames. had got a
complete hold of the i:eep;, I was told by the Medical Officer of
Haaltﬁ (Dr. M, Russell) afterwards that imedia'hely he was able
to do go he had.'. the premises searched for human remains, and with
the exception of one humen leg not a particle of flesh or bons
ﬁaa. found, This, he said, was interred in a proper christian
manner, He also told me that after very great trouble he
succeeded in £inding the body of Lieutenant Malone buried by the
British in the garden of 25 Northumberland Road, the :hause in
which he died in the fight.

During the fight I saw the doctors and nurses from Eir'
Patrick Dunn's Hospital cooly performing their work of merecy for
the British soldiers: in the midst of the fighting. I think
I can elaim that not one of that staff (of course they were well
narked by their white clothing) was wounded by a bulles.

1

I remember visiting the tank position and whilst I was°
talking to one of the men, the rifle which he had been using
stuck to his hand and we had to pull his hand from the rifle
leaving the skin thereon. The men on the railway line at
Alexandra Basin were in a very I‘a:srnura.blé position to help in the |

defence of the bridge as in each rush forward, not only were the
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British met by thé frontal fire from Clanwilliam House but were.
Ialso caught in the\rifle‘fire from the railway and the workshops.
The men in the builder’'s yard did trojan work also'anQ'ﬁhey, f
effectively prevented the reinforcements from Bsggérg_ﬁuch
Bérracks{fram joining in the attack on .the bridge @roﬁer, but
chief honour must go for the defence of Nount Street Bridge to
the garrison of Glanﬁil;iam House. We 1ost; all toiﬁ; six men
killed and many wounded, but these after ﬁreatmenm_we?e able to

carry on, Eﬁe British casualties were two hundred and forty, of

whom fourteen officers. and men were kiileﬁ.

The fire at Clanwillism House was. to us the start of a.
feérful nightma;e of fires and explosions.,® The city was under
view from the el?Vated position of the railway liﬁe apd the
hurning reallx commenced . on Thursday. During the day it was

- posaible to keep the men engaged with the intense activities and

the extra pressure on our positions. . ﬁha enemy was using ETQPFL
possible mﬂansyfof blasting us out of our positions, ﬁut ﬁn
matter hnﬁ:th%y battered us and no matter how intense}their firing
was,,imhsdiately they appeared on the scene in persqn&-our mern
Jumped into activity and were only too anxious %o close with them
and fight it outs It was a curious effect that the artillery

 fire had on myself, my officers and men. Needless t0 say, none

of us had ezperience of being under artillery fire, or in fact
in any danger at all up to the lionday of this week, but I know

- myself that I enjoyed the artillery fire and took a pleasure in

' counting the irterval between the flash and the noise of the

e;plosionﬂ This was added t0 by the duel hétwesn-thé Helga and

the 'land-based artillery.  The bursting of grenades and the.

continuaus.mgchine-gun_and_rifle_fire_wasaquite another matter.

Our movemenis were entirely crawling and it was only at marked

portions of our positions that men dare rise from their knees.

Needless to say our supplies of ammunition were very

definitely limited and we had to restrain our firing until we

actually saw thﬂ‘enﬁmy‘in sight, but this was 8o freguent and
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thez.r cale in such numbers .tha.t our men were cuntimouai:,r on the
alert. When golhg into action we had been-auppliad with hand-
made granadEB. *.I?ihear were so hea;ry' and s0 unreliable ‘that after
the first day I declded they would be much mc:-re d.amgeraus if they
dia axplode, tu our men than to the- anam:.r

In the whule garrison of, we'll say one hundred men, 0 the
best of my belief there were not more than fifty rifles. |
A nurber of the rifles were martini—ﬁenr:.r,tnflax;k 6 and Hark 7.
They, with the ordinary Lee-Enfield, used .303 ammmnition, but in
the case of the Mark 6 and Mark 7 Martini they fired a different
« 303 type of cartridge. This. {;aused us great confusion ahd we
frequently had to stop to change the ammnition supplied to the
men even in the hottest of corners. In addition we had the
Howth rifle_s- which fire an altogether different -amrmmi'*r.inn, and
then we had shotguns, the cartridge of which had been loaded with
heavier shot. Just prior f-o the outbreak a. quantity of shotguns
of en inferior quality was distributed among the Companies.

With this extra loaded shotgun aymunition used in thes-e; inferior
shotguns they were positively dangernua.l Imrirlg the course of
the fight someone contrived a means of inaerting a ccm;nle of these
inferior shctg:a.ms into a metal rainpipe and firing the triggers by
the means of a string. This was, I would say, not. ?er;',r deadly,
but t_l;e roar and the splatter of the shot was very den{nralising
on enemy approaches. I suppoae they thoﬁght we had a new

weapon of which they knew nothing.

During all this time the pressure against Horan's Fort was.

" kept up and day and night the garrison was under fire. We had

to maintain the position even after the battle of Mount Street
because the Barracks was so close to our position that if the
enemy got freedom of movement they would envelope the whole area

in a very short space of time.

On Thursday night we were expecting an enemy approach along
the railway line but it did not ocecur. Later the Commandant
decided that the men should get some means of resting and
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withdrew them into the malt stores of HMesars. Gulinness & Co,
situated on Grand Canal Quay. | Personally I did not like the
change. I felt that we were conlf.'i.ning the men into a
comparatively small space and that it would be an easy task for
the British to isolate us. ﬁlelplace had its advantages
inasimuch as; the rere of the premises was on the bank of |
.ﬁl&xa_ndra. Basin, but notwithstanding that, and that it was a
atrong building and with the inducements of rest whilst being
protected as mach as pnﬁsible, I still thought it ﬁculd be better
if our men were in their orig-:i;nal poaitions or in positions ‘
epproximeting to their original positions, After a couple of
hours. the Commandant did order the men back to their positions
and that each Company was to occup its former position as nearly

as pnssi‘ihle.

On Thursday it was lﬂamaa that the Battalion Vice- "

Commandant wa;ahnnt in the area. The Commandant sent for me and '
told me of this and said: "You will have to take the rank now".
I said; “Certainly", and I became second in commend of the
B‘gttazli,éz; and the area of which we were in charge. One of my
first tasks was to get in personal touch with the various
Compandes_and £ind out how the men were maintaining their morale.
I had ve}c*ar great difficulty in making a line of connsectlon with
‘DM Company but after scme time I succeeded in doing so and was
very happy to see Lieutenant Joe Byrne and his men and to know
that the morale was high and that the men wefe really anxious for. .
more t0 do. I warnéd Lieutenant Byrne of the danger of enemy
approach along the railway line and eamt~ a consequence ];atar on was:.
*u;erz.r nearly meeting my own waterloo as' I was in pnifur'm and his
men having been warned to wa;:.ch the railway line, seeing 'it,

opened fire on me.

g Company had been driven back into the Bakery and

Dispensary. A lot of sniping was goling on around that area and .

it was "QO" dmnpamr's- task to keep the enemy away from Grattan
Street which leads: into Mount Street, as this was a likely route

1
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of approach by the enemy. They also ha@ithe cooking and the
protection of headquarters to look after, B" Company was on
the Westland Row Reilway Stetion and the line up to Alexandra

~Basin,

" On Friday the strain was definitely beginning to tell on
our amgll garrison and I urged the officers to so arrange that
the men would be relieved and to insist on fhair_takiﬁg what
sleep they could immediately they were so relieﬁed. This had an
excellent effect. The food problem was quite another matter,

We had made fairly gnbd.prﬂmiaiona,in the way of food that would
keep, but owing to the disorgan;saiion caused by the
&smnbilisati?n,xg.quanmity of this food was not brought into the
fight. We were, as I have stated, veryfrtunate in having amﬁla
supplies of bread. The cooking was comparatively easy as we had
the ovens and fuel of the'Baka:y, but the real trouble ﬁaa in
getting the food distributed to the posts. I remember the men
trying all sorts of contrivances té get the fdﬁﬁ.distrihuted.

The firing of the enemy never ceésed day or night and they
had naturally by now got an accurate range.of our positions.
With the use of high buildings they were aﬁla to dominate a
large amount of our a:aé. In this;ccnnectioﬁ I have seen it
stated that the British occupied the-towef of Haddington Road
égthﬂlic Church and the top rooms of Sir Patrick Dunn's Hogpital, .
but I never saw the slightest sign of fire from either of these
posltions and I personally wms satisfied that they were not

occupied.

In connection with the distribution of the food I remenber
a-sngallan'huckat of tea having been hfbughﬁ up. from the Bakery
to the railway repair shop for the garrison, After all the
‘trouble, and there was sreat.trQUBla and personal danger in
bringing the tea that distance, jusi as the men were bringing
ﬁheir nmgs fofﬁard a shower of bullets struck the wall against

which the tea had been set and it was. destroyed. The men got

no tea, ‘
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I think it was on Friday that one of the priests from the

Catholic Church in Westland Row came into the position and heard
Confessions, I d4id not see him but I was very pla&,&a:li to know
that such had happened as I knew that the envelopment was being
made effective., Because of this when I saw the Commandant,

I asked him if he had any orders in case we were forced ﬁut of our
positions, I meant what direction we were to take a;f.; needless
to say surrender never crossed my mind. I knew perfectly well
that surrender would mean hanging and the only thing I dreaded
wvas to be hanged. I wondered if they had any plen mou'gh‘e out
of a concentration on the Dublin Mountains., The Gomandant
told me that no such plan had been maﬂ.e but that he parsnnally

. would like to try it when he found that he could 'ba of no further,

aaaiatame t0 his comrades in the centre of the city. I egreed
with him.that it would be worth trying, I had kept this plan in
mind ‘and gave my own men and encouraged the other offiueraa to
give their men the most rest possible and to ha:ve. the least
nuiber of men in the advance :poaitinna.' |

..-‘

On Sunday morning Lieutenant milfuyla came to inform me

EL
thet a member of Cuinann na mBan by the name of Mgwrell was

seeking an interwiew with the Commandant for whom she had a

message. I instructed Lieutenant Guilfoyle to conduct

Miss Parrell to the Bakery. I wondered if this meant the end,
I have mentioned the shock I got earl;ﬁ' in the week when I heard

of the English newspapers a.l:;riving. I knew that the ports were
open and that desplte the rumours which we helped in clrculating
among the mer:r;lﬂr that the remainder of the country had risen, I was
fa_irly satisfied nwaeli?‘ that wa-.were alone in this figjht.

It would be Jjust as well if we looked back over the week before

detailing the actual surrender. |

Early in this statement I mentloned that Commandant
De Valers had given_e:ma_'l.}s_tive'cahsideration to tha‘pdssi‘bility
of tthis area for use as an outpost for G.H.Q. in the centre of
the city. I have mentloned that a minimum garrison of 300 was
in his mjind and in ours when éomiﬁering the situations.
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Actually I had hoped thaet we would have at least 1,000 men and
that was:; the reasson why I tried {0 arm every men in the Company
with some wespon in the hope that our members mnuld.hé.sn great
that one weapon would serve two or three nen. I alaniknew that
for the one engaged in actual conflict you would have work for at
leagt another five. The posltion was: a very extensive one and
certalnly required the detailed reconnaissance given it by the
Comnandant. I had been inivery'cloae touch with him- from our
Gaelic League daye and we came in closer contact during our '
reorganising of tﬁe Volunteers: after tﬁe Redmond split. TWhen he
became Commandant and made that important announcement at

41 York Street in which he warned even the ordinary private of the
aeriousness of the task before us I dﬂrtainlr warmed to him and my
admiration wase: certainly increased, I knew that he realised as

I did that the ﬁest of our hopes would be to die hy the bullet

~ and: like most moldiers I personally had,'and I expect he had also,

a horror of being hanged, With our knowledge of Irish history

it was the least we could expect for having commanded men in a

fight, énd as the £ight turned out a desperate conflict for the
British, I personally am satisfled that thelr casualties in our

area were well over the 300 mark,

' T have mentioned that Commandent De Valera astounded us by
the knowledge he had of the Bolands area and of the study he had
given to all aspects of the position before the Riging, and it was
well that he did so, for when the time to strike came he found
nimself entirely without his battalion staff. He had no Vice-
_Gumm&ndant, no Adjutant end no Quartermaster; +the Captain of “B"
Company had only been appointed; no Ceptain in "G" Company and
no Ceptain in "D" Company and with scarce one hundred @an.

- -

How the man carried on his job I cannot say:far he had to do
everything himself especially for the first few hours. Begley,

| Vice-Commandant, reported on Monday night. I paased'ﬁim.through

my lines, but as: already stated, he did not remain in the fight.
Lieutenant Charles: Murphy of "B" Company did what Adjutant's: work
he ecould, and Volunteer HMichaél Tannam did what he could with the
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_Quartarmaster's. job, but neither of “ﬁhem had been tralned for

the task,

From the momént that Commandant De Valera issued the order
to me that I was to 31:.1-;1'!:3 at 12 o'clock ‘I knew he was going to
hsve a very anxious time. He went about his business in a
throughly methodical manner. I have seen statements made by
privates in our. Garrison, men who could not posai‘bir have Enown
anything of ‘tha amount of work the officers had to perform (and
they were very free in the expression of their personal opinions
ef the officers) - that was very ur;:fair. At no time up to
Thursdey did I receive any order or hold any discussion with the
Conmandant that was not in perfect order and clear with preciss
?mtructiona as to what he required to be done. From Thursday
I was. the Vice-Commandant of the Battalion. I have mentioned
that we discusased the poasibility of being forced out of our
positions, snd I remember how clearly he had his mind on the route
along the Grand Canal that we should attempt to take towards the
Dublin Iﬁauntaina; - |

I would like in this comnection t0 say & Word about
Lieutenant Charles Murphy, an officer of "B" Comparny, who had been
teken on the Commandant's: staff. - He m;:‘a'tqwer of strength in
all the difficultles of the week. A word should also I‘b.a said for .-
Volunteer John Byrne for his work in the First Ald Dressing
Station.

In thé case of m;:,r own unit with which I remained until the
end, I have already mantmnad the work of Lieutenant Guilfoz.rle,
Peadar O Meara, and now let me mention Sefn Golden and
Tormy Byrne. Thease men were outstanding in their organising
efforts during that week. Guilfoyle was a tower of |strang1:.h.

I felt when leaving him in charge of any post that I was: perfectly
é.afje;. When one considers the smell nunber of men in "A" Company -
and the huge area they had to defend and that a large part of that
area was open - our positions were within thrity yards of

Begzars Bush Hili_t-ary Barracks: on the main rallway line from fhe
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port at which thousands: of British soldiers were disenbarking -
I cannot ssy words adequate to the admiration I have for them.

| Consider that one ineident of a full platoon of eneny rushing

élong the railway and being stopped by the connecting files
whilst I was pilaeing six men in the prone position across the
line. With that handful we beat -tz.b.a.c.kz v the British and

- 80 punished them that they made no further effort in that

direction,

I“B" Company had an onerous job to :iu. The:,r were fortunate
in their loeation. ng" Company had borne the brunt of the fight
at Hount Street Bridge and then withdrew to headquartera in t.he
Bakery, - "D” Company under the fine laaﬂarahip of Lieuten&nt
Joe Byrne haﬂ.mgintaine@ its poat at Bolanﬂs Mills.

When Miss Farrell saw Commandant De ?ﬁiera the order was
not countersigned by the Brigade Commandant of, the Dublin Brigade,
and. Miss Farrell took the order back, but she returned very soon
and satlsfied the Commandant that it was his duty to surnendexi.
He sent for me and.showed me the order. He asked me what my
reactions were, and I +t0ld him that we came out as soldlera under
orders and that we would continue to carry on as such, He then
instructed me to mobilise the men and be prepared to march down
from the positions to the point of surrender, stating that he
himself would, under cover of a whita-flag; in;urm the;British
that we haﬁ'heen.nrﬂarei.to surrender.

Having collected the various Companies and seen that the

. men were properly dresased and in the charge of their own officers,

I marched them from Bolands Bakery into Great Clarence Street,
thence to Grand Canal Street and into Grattan Street whﬂrere saw
the Commandant and British officers. I passed over command of
the Battalion to the Commandant. He ordered the ground arms.

We could hear the ammoyance with which the men threw'tﬂeir rifles,
those who had them, or whatever equipment they had,on the roadway.
We got the order firrom the British to put our hands over our heads

and we were marched by them to Lower Mﬁpnt Street.
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We were searched and marched to the Show Grounds: at
Ballsbridge. I was: told years afterwards: that as we reached

' lount Street Bridge a British Officer arrived at Hount Street -

Merrion Square end - with an order that we should be brought tﬁ
Richmond Berracks. When he saw the distance we had travelled he
instructed tha-Offiéerwinrcharge t0 carry on to Ballsﬁnidga.
This, I am personally satisfied, was very lIucky for the
Commandént and his officers. If they had gone to Richmond
Barracks instead of to Ballsbridge many Woulﬂ'havelﬁeen at least
courtmartialled, We proceeded to Ballsbridge and were halted
outside éhe cﬂttle_penaa The particular pen in which I was put
with £ifty-six others had previously housed a bull., Hies bedding
was.émept out, and we, fifty-six of us, were put intolthe stable
that had sccommodated one béast and he had been supplied with

straw to lie on.

After our -arrival at Ballsbridge a doctor attanﬁ@d to the
Wounﬁed and he was certainly very kind. Just on theiguint of
surrender when I wae bringing the line of my own nen, i.e.

"A" Company, down to the Bakery, Chrilstie Byrne got shot in the
ﬂﬁroaﬁ. T™wo men were helping to bind him up and we ﬁere forced
to lie flat on the earth and crawl along as best we could as the
firing had not ceased, in fact it was becoming hourly more
intense. When I thought they had had time to have bandaged
Byrne I turrded my head.to inwite them to come on in ffont of me
and just at that moment a bullet passed the side of my head.

It cut a vein and the blood flowed freelyfhut the wound waé in no
way serious. It did neGEBsitate a bandage being tied around my
head and becausé of this I had to see this doctor in Ballsbridge.
I am very glad to be able to say that he was in every way

courteous and considerate.

After- 12 G‘CIGdk on the following Tuesday we weﬁa taken out
of the atalls and marched to Richmond Barracks;, i.e. at the other

- end of Dublin, All sorts of threats of reprisals waﬁe made by

the British before we left Ballsbridge. They had machine guns on



lorries in front of us and troops both sides. of us and:further-

machine guns taking up the rere. We got guite a hostile
reception in passing through Thomas: Street. People from the gide
streets were not in sympathy with the things we did.

¥hen we reached Richmond Barracks: the i‘iftar-—a-ix of us were
put .ini;u one room on the door of which "9 men" was paintéd.
The guerds in the Barracks sBe:rned to have been totally:inaﬂ.equate.
o effort. was made to separate the prisonera into emall batches or
to: prepare or cook focod for them, We lived on bully ‘beef,
biscuits and tea. ot more than a dozen men were ahﬂ.e'; to iaave
that room until 6 o'cloclr‘: on Friday evening. With the dewn on
Fednesday morning I was awakened By wolleys beling fired.

I instinctively knew what was happening. I knew that some of our

eomrades had faced the firing squads. Each morning after I awoke

before the shots were fired and after a minute or two the wolleys
muid go off. Naturally I thought that the men were baing ghot
in Richmond Bsrracks, but I know now that they were shot in
Eiﬁqainham Prison, qulte a conaiderable distance away, but the
volleys each morning certainly told their tales.

At 6 o'elock on PFriday evening we were assenbled on the
Barrack Square, given & bilscult and a tin of bully beef. It was

- pouring rain. About 7.30 we wers marched to the North Wall and

put on hoard the Holyhead boat. The cattle lalrs were; our
accommodation with the addition of the main hold left open.
There was a very sirong hreeze out; in fact, s0 severe was it that

A

at one time the enginaa: atopﬁed and those of us who were
eonscious: belleved we were being attacked by the: Germans. We '
reached Holyhead. gbout 8 a'elock the fol_lowing morning _ami antrainer;.

for what we were to dilscover was Wakefield.

When we arrived at Wakefield we were put into separate ¢ells
and into solitary confinement. After three Sundeys in that place
rumour had it that there were two cathnlic'iﬁriests a,ttaphéd to it.
T demanded from the staff that our men should be permitted to
attend Mass. Mass was offered on the following medw.
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conditions were very hard and the £ood was despérately
scant. = The men were locked up for 25% hours out of the 24.
We were paraded one day in the main hall and a British lajor-
General told us he had.been sent "h:,r ‘the i‘ifar. Uffir.;é to £ind out
if we had -any complaints as to our trea’tmext. = The instruction
I gave to my men was that they were to offer no complaints.
During the time the Major-General was telking a men fainted.
Two of the staff rushed forward to attend to him and one was
heard to say to the other in reply to some thy remarik:
"If you were as hungry as he is, you would faint also'.

-

About a week after the General's visit an order was issued
that we could write letters, ask our people to send us parcels
of food, that we were to welk two together during exercise and
that the cell doors were to be left open for some hours during

the day. :

When exerclse time came we were again parad.ad. in the hall
and the prigon officials told us we were permitted to .walk two
together on tha exercise yard but that we were not i}&fmittad to
talk, I stood at the exit from the prison into the yard and
told the men as théy passed in two's that they were to talk,
When the prison people objected I ﬁo;ntad out to them that it
Was absurd to expect two men walking ebreast not to spesk to
each other, After another spell we were practically running

'the prison ourselves.

‘When the order ceme for removal to Frongoch I was in the

© yery first batch to leave as I was told I was to be charged,

but something had heppened and they had decidsd to stop ?11
further trials. When we reached Frongoch I was put on the
Camp Council, i,e, the ten or twelve men who planned .
organisation. It was out duty ao to organise camp life that
the maximum amount of training for a resumpbion of the fight
should be had.‘ After some time I was one of a party ﬁ:;ought
to Wormwood Scrubbs. 'Irhara we wére, interrogated by an Enquiry
commission, of which ILord Sankey was: Chalrman., When I went
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there I was told to be seated, and in the most friendly manner

possible I was told my name and address, the rank I held in the
Trish Volunteers, and the position occupled by my Gmmaxw
during “the fighting.,

I was: then _aﬂi;aﬂ did I know when iawing‘hma on Eaater
> Monday that I was going to fight, to which I did reply that

T 4id not. The fight was to have started 6n Easter Sunday

and when the men were dmul;iliaad, and the dis-organisation and
demoralisation caused by the cancelling .of ordersa I could
truthfully say that when I was laaving.hama on Raster Monday
morning T did not e:m'aut that we would go into action unless

we were attacked by the enemy.

-

I was asgked if I expecied t0 return home on Easter
Monday. . I eaid; "Yes'".

I was asked if I was a menber of the I,R.B. I sald: "No".

- -

b I was asked where I had spent Easter Sunday. I gave the
particulars of my visit to the Glub, 144 Great Brunswick Streat,
but made no mention of whom I wisited there.

We were returned to the camp and after further laspse of
time I was released and sent home

I arrived back in Dublin, I think some time in early
iugﬂlmt'j;giﬁ. What a change had come over the people in that
short space of time! When we were leaving Dublin ‘the people-
were prepared to stone us through the streets, but as we
returned the same people felt that they could not show us
sufficient honour and we found ourselves acclalmed as heroes.

I found the National Ald Association with dffices in
~ Excheguer Street for the relief of the distress caused by the
Rising. There was also an organisation run by Mrs. Clarke and

i

Miss McHehon with offices in College Street.  After some time

F

these two were .amalgam&ted and they became known ss the National
Ald Association. I was sent by the National Aid mméiation to
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reorganise our friends in Liverpocl, London, Manchester and

Glasgow, Shorily afiter my arrival in Dublin trouble arose in

Frongoch in what was known as the "ash-pit" strike. The

" Britisgh wanted our men to clean théir guards' quarters in

addition to keeping their own guarters clean. Our men refused
to do this wark and they were put into a separate part of the
canmp and given punishment conditions. All letters and parcels
in end out of the entire camp were stopped. This created a
lot of uneasiness ;at home and as they did not know what was:
happening in Frongoch they asked me if I would be willing to .'
return and find out all the informatim'possihla, and I agreed
to do 8o, Very Rev, Dr. f‘htrick Browne was: tha. other
representative from thé National Aid Association. He went on
Wednesday and I travelled on Friday. - - :

L

When I reached Frongoch I knew a little of the district
and I immediately proceeded to where I had heard the prisoners

. were detained, I met James Grace as I was walking along the

road, He was in the punishment section., I told him what -
T was seeking and he gave me full details of the happe!ninga.
Just then I waa recognised by one of the camp staff. .Iwaﬁ
placed undér detention and brought to an isolated part G6f the
rc;ad until the tima arrived for my interview with the two
prisoners in the camp.

When I entered the camp I was told that Peadar 0'Brien
was in “the punishment section and that I would be able t0 see his
ﬁrnther, Owen O'Brien, instesd. I saw Gerry Boland and as I was
shaking hands with Gerry he slépped a little ball of paper into

. my hand, We had our discussion preailded over by the censor,

and ag we were parting Owen O'Brien slipped another small ball of
paper into my hand. I'was éscorted to the rallway station and
required to sit there for 23 hours. During my walt on the
platform Pr. Stafford, the Camp Chaplain, arrived, and, knowing
that I had been wisiting the prisoners, he was very anxious to
open a conversation, He gave me further :lni’ormatioh. 'All this

_ I brought back with my own report to the Hatinnai Ald aasééiatian
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and they made the fullest possible use of the information for.
propaganda puUrpoOses. |

#

When Christmas ceme and the release of the men had taken
pilace we: formed @ Prisoners' Aid Comuittee to work for the

| release of those of our comfades who had been a&ntanced..

On that Committee were Cathal Brugha, Fred Allen, myself, and
Possibly Dermot O'Hegarty, Miss. Plunkett, Mre, Olarke and two
other ladies,

& remerkable thing was: that during the course of our work
for the release of the prisoners both in Prongoch and' in Lewes:
the Bolands piayad .a big part. I have just described
Gerry Boland's note which was the prdincipal source of the
propeganda which we used so effectively, and, like a bolt from
the blue, we received a note fram Harry Boland who was a
sentenced prisoner in England, It was remarkable how this note
came to hand, There had been trouble in the prison :I.n which
Harry Boland was and 11:. was decided to distribute the men into
different nr:.anons. mon an effort was made to handeuff Harry
he fought wigorously &gainst it. He was eventually overcome
but not until the train had departed, When the prison pecple aid
succeed in putting the handeuffe on Bolard they brought him by |
taxi to the prison to which he was being sent. During the
passage’ of the ocar Boland, with his handouffed hands, pretended
to use his handkerchief, A= he caught the handkerchief in his
hand he jumged towards the window, threw the handkerchief out of
the window, and the speed of the car being so great the warders
were afrald tovgo in pearch of the handkerchief, Same woman in
England picked up the handkerchief, opened the knots and found.
the note addressed to Harry's mother, This was: the mat damning
plece of propagands that we could possibly heve got to use agalnst
the British. Full details were given of all the things that
had happened, and I personally am satisfled 1t did moie than
anything else to throw open the prison gates.

Hhen we organised a meeting to focus the attention of the
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paoﬁl& on prison conditions the meeting was proclaimed.

I was instruected to proceed with the meeting but at the last
moment, about 11 o'cloeck on Saturday night, I got an order
that the meeting was: not to be held and.that Bereésford Place

was to be put out of bounds for the Army on Sunday. I issued

the necessary orders but some people 'did assemble at Beresford
Place the following day, including Cathal Brugha and

Count Plunkett. These two were removed by the police and in
the melee a policeman was struck with a hurley and died as a
result of the wound. This: became known as the Mills Murder
and it certainly helped to focus people's attention on the
tﬁinga; that were happening in the prisons., The result of all
this action was that the jall gates: were thrown open and the
men returned home in July, 1917. '

45,

Witnessed:. - COMMANDANT
Sean Brennan .
_ >, . e =a |
Dave: _ /3 @olole/ (24p F SUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 181321

BUR® STAIME MILE'TA 191321

|Na. W.S. fﬁ?




£

_ : 48,
and: they made the fullest possible use of the information for.
propagande pUrpoOses. '

g

Vhen Christmas came and the release of the men had taken
place we formed a Prisoners' Ald Commlttes to work for the |

i release of tho:ae of our comrades who had been aentenced.

On that conunittee were Cathal Brugha, Fred Allen, myself, and
possidbly Dermot O'Hegarty, Miss. Plunkett, Mrs, Clarke and two
other lad.iea.

& remarkable thing was: that during the course of our work
for thé release of the prisoners both in Prongoch and in Lewes:
the Bolands played a big part. I have Just described
Gerry Boland's note which was the principal source of the
propaganda which we used so effectively, and, like a bolt from
the blue, we received a note from Harry Boland who was a
sentenced prisoner in Bngland, It was remarkeble how this note
came to hand, Thers had been tréuble in the prison in which
Berry Boland was and it was decided to distribute the men into
different prisons. When an effort was made o hendcuff Harry
he fought wigorously against it. He was eventually overcome
but not until the train had departed. When the prison people 4id
succeed in putting the handeuffe on Boland they brought him by |
taxl %0 the prieon to which he was being sent. Dur:l.ng the
passage’ of the car Boland, with his handouffed hands, pretended
to use his handkerchief., As he caught the handkerchief in his
hand he jumged towards the window, threw the handk‘erchief out of
the window, and the speed of the car being so great the warders
were afrald tovgo in search of the handkerchief, Some woman in
England picked up the handkerchief, opened the knots and found
the note addressed to Harry's mother, This was: the most damning
n:l.ece of propaganda that we could possibly have got to use agalnst
the British, Full detalls were given of all the things that
had heppened, and I personaily am satiefied 1t dia moi.*e than
anything else to throw open the prison gates.

When we organised a meeting to focus the attention of the
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peoﬁle on prison conditions the meeting was proclaimed.

I was instructed to proceed with the meeting but at the last
moment, about 1i o'eclock on Saturday night, I got an order
that the meeting was not to be held and. that Beresford Place
was to bé put out of bounds for the Army on Sundsy. I issued.
the necessary orders but soms people did assemble at Béresﬁord
Place the following day? including Cathal Brugha and

Count Plunketts. Thesg two were removed by the police and in
the melee a policeman was struck with a hurley and died as a
result of the wound., This: became known as the Mills Murder
and it certainly helped to focus people's attention on the
things that were happening in the prisons, The result of all
this action was that the jall gates: were thrown open and the
men returned home in July, 1917. '
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Signed:

Witnessed:. - COMMANDANT
: Jean Brennan .
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