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-Bhortl&. a;’ter midnight on Eeatqi' Tuesdsy 1916, tean
l!aobiémaiiﬁa. aftor'fepeating t‘inally the'verbal messagea for .
cork. and I.amerﬁck, ‘gatd goodbye to the threa of us, end tuming
to me sa:d "an:m, you need not come back as mm ¥now 1te all
.over® (I hﬁd travelled from Went Limepick on Monday and Tuesday
end kmew the £ailure in the country and hed been warned, when
I got tb the Ganeral Post Ofﬂca, not to uau anyone of the
conditions in the countryl. We loft, erossed 0'Connell 8t. into
‘y | Parnell St. and to lrs. Tom Clarkes at Biclmond Avenue, Fairview,
there to wwalt daylight. We left there about %.30 a.n. apd went
by Olonliffe Road, Dorset St. into the North Ciroular Road. All
wont well until owteide Uountjoy Jail where I wes teken by
soldiers and brought before e Captain., He was rethor dazed,
amellea--stréngzy ¢f drink, and.uéke_ud "@hore ere you going and who
are those women with 'you“; I ootd "'My gisters, who "a:'-e very
nervous and I am trying to get then; to _t'ha m;hgabridge whére we .
heard thers 48 & train leaving ot eix o'clock end godng goutht.
He then aslﬁed ny nane and I had my first real fear of being held.
It struck me he would sk their nemes end ‘they would naturally
say "Daly" ax;n all was lost. I oald.he was dazed, end he wes.
He only said "All right,; go on". vhen I got baok o my twe
companions end e way from the soldiers I impressed on tham, after
6tating my fears, thay they should take my name "Dope foﬁ thb
rest of our trip tb Kingesbridge. How zight I wae, for at the
next halt, Blacguiere Bridge, I was egain taken swsy, put through
the s ame questiom with the differepnce the ofﬁoar was quite sober
eand hearing my nameg sent to ask the ladies theim. Eowevaz-, we
were let through After three more such expmances th.e time wap
getting short- and I esked tie British officer for s pass, (:lt was
for trﬂ.ng to get baock alone I reslly wented thia) @==¥ow, but he

A
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gaid "I -camiot give you ong. You mst try to do as you have
done so far'. My last stop was Juet at the Bridge leading to the
atatio';_z, ‘but hers the -bfncen was resally drunk and 4id not'buther
much. -I-looked towards the station entrence and saw Detective
| Officer Ho-ay « later + 1018 - shot in Dublin by’ orie of thé 014
.'Dubun B:..gaﬂe. He urorhmatoly know meé &0 I had to send the
' :I.adﬂ.es the rest or the way dlone end hed %o oloar daway myself.

I saw shism enter the gate of the station from a d.tstanea anﬂ then
,i-_-dectded to, return’ as I’ came hoping that the ,vguara" had not been
'.:.ahanged snd weuld rameniber me.. I wae 1uoky a3 I got through in

raoord time and was in Garainer St Oppeér; ‘between 7,50 'end . .

a a.m. 1 wont near cach of the Br.ttiah gas"ba 1n the G.9:0. area.

to 398 whero the npareat was and tm eanig v&a Denmark St. to
. ,_'B‘:lndlater's Church whore I just came ineide the laat viaible

British road barricede. I. 8eid goodvye o & brother of mino, e
) 'semior at.udent 1n the College or aurgem, and wa:l.ked caaually
down Parnell Sc;uare in full view of the enemy and etoppcd to light
a-¢éigarette pngl got my haar;ngs_-gt. the _bapk on the cornér of
" Parnell St. and 0'Gorinell Bt. ‘The shelling of Liberty Hall was
going on and I _aa;r one oivilisn standing acpose at the Henry Bt.
- 0'Connell 8¢. corner. From the voices I heard 'ovarhaéd 4n the
! Bank I concludéd they were 'Britiah Amy perabﬁnel. I auddenly' |
sal eoldura on the roof of the Rotunda an& then realised I was
in a pmpex- tigxt cornar. I deoided thars was only one thing to
3o and thet was valk, as casual‘.ly a8 my nerves would allow, acroa
0*Connell 8t. to ths ' ‘civilien' I saw at Ken,ry Bt. corner. My
Iuck held and I ecked the olvilian where he thought the chells
wore falling - thgy gounded vexfy.!ieam Heo said in a strong |
English adoent 'f'sémeﬂxege on the quéﬁ". Later I was to Enow
vhere. I ooncluded my oivilian wes a 8Dy of the British 1:# plain
clothes and I started for the gateway of the G-eP..Q. The @“ﬁe
wase then under whére the clock is now, .th the middle of the
pillard. Knowing where the British militery were and that I had
to got under our own strands of barbed wire (1% was drawn across

;
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from the oomer of the G PO, bnildﬂ.ng to the other side or‘ _
0'Connell Streat) that my luck wa® now ﬂn.tehed. Al I can -
remember ia running, orawling under the- w:lre, with thinga
whazz;.ng past, and trying $0 pray, While running, a thought game
to my mind "when you get to the gate, svend in the centre, not et
-the jemba®. f_zﬁ_zwa's thie saved my life as the outside pillars
_kept ms covered from hoth the "Bank" at Pernell cornsr end tha‘.
"Carlicole® ‘bu:lla:lnge on the bridge. I got a slight flosh wound
in the leg and feli irto the arme of. the ssntry who openaa the

&

gates $o my kicking. How I fell into his BIMS . was - ¥ oould
feel th:ln@ whizsing ‘bahi.nd my back end thuﬁding into the :[am'bs

. and 1 had my front so fletténed agsinst the gate to avoid being

hit thet when the gato opened inwards I fell forwards Having got
in i téportéd to Tom Clarke and Sean MaoDiarmadha and the 1atter
_aaia "Didn’y i\ﬁell you not to come back". I told them the
messengers had got awey 9.11 right, that ‘the British ware olb‘aing
in fast snd were now in the Rotunda and in the Bank at the corner
of Parnell and o‘connell Streets. Thay_wera at E‘hibmbor@f‘bhe

 night befors and below Mountjoy jeil vhen I wes going 66 :t}.;ga
’ K}.igebridgé. ‘T tld them they were in & very nervous state/that

‘with ebout ten men and encugh amﬁti.on X folt I could get out
again and round b-aha.ng thoir positions end‘ could forecs then to.
patire vefore they ée‘&ﬂeﬁ down. Tom cz.ax'*ké replisd "W& have |
no suthority. Connolly is in charge here and we will report what
ycm heve said". '1 heard no more sbout ny suggaation. but
connolly went cut into the strect and was wounded. I presume he
aia not eredie my r eport and he never sent for me for questioning
before he mmnt out, dut I d? know Glarke and Maomamaha went to
him., Hes, cozmolly, graﬁually pulled in even our nearby cutposts
from then on and. 80 we lost c_:cmmunioation with the Four Courte
gerrison and leter, Friday evening, were to be byrned out of our
only position. |

Two incidents of note stand out in the mmaining days. ‘on
Priday Seen MaoDiarmadha called me end seid he snd Tom Glerke and
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& tew others were going to have aomething to eatu It was shout
:=thrae o? alook- - ¥ went with him’ upstesrs and sested at that. . |
table wsre Tem Clarke, Sean MacDiarmadha, Diarmuid Lynch, Sean . .
| MéGsrry end myself We had a fried mutton ehop éash - where they
~ ¢ame from I 46 not know - but I wés, hungey, 1t wos the firpt |
res) mori in days, While we were éating Fr. O'Plansgen; Pro-
"cattjed'rai-,'. who had comé in earlier to attend the wourided, oame
inko the room and Sean MeGarry eaid “Hello -Fa‘thex'.-r would 8
follow go to hell for oating meat on this. maay?" " {hiy, Bean“ -
#a1d he, “Beaauae, Fathap, I am going Yo ehanee it“ It was

" the 1&31‘: ;}oke-for s good while. Tem Clarke eai.ﬁ ta me, I be:lng;'-
~ the boy of the party, they wepe well over the thirties whne I.
had not yet '.ceme of agc’ " Eamon., do you like tinned peara“?

T esld I @id and he saia "S0 do I, but we must wait until that .
faollow thgerald (Dasmona Pitzgerald, R.I.P.’ who wos in charga
of commisgariat and & ‘terridle martinet) sls out of the way or _
.ha would eay wo are giving baa axample" Thompears wers opaned,
eaten. and we wmf. down stalre whope the maih body of ous |
acmrades were lined up end’ the buildings wel:l. on fima. Diamuid
Lynéh toak a rew of us inta the ¢ellars 'ho ahift pur bombs o a -

' gafer place ag ‘the f!.m had penetrated below ground. AS & mattor
of fact, he playéﬂ an 01d homs on tha fire st ons point o, _‘
prevent it burning ae 68 we passed to and fro. |

- When ﬂhe bombs were put out ot aanger I was put in charge
of the Henry St. entrance to the Poat ‘0ffice « 1t wap the only
~exit vot on fire. Aafter lome tima, 0 Rehilly and a group of men
- filed cut and I asked one, John R. Reynolds, R.I.P. N whemthey
wers going. In a moat oynical voioce ;na said “We are going to
ole_ar the British out of Moore St. s £ight our way to Willlems &
Woods Jem faotbry in Parnell St. and then try to conneot up with l
Red Daly in the Pour Cd;lrts“ | (Reynolda ﬁas @ m‘an' 61' eve'r' forty
with a young grown family all of whon were in the Rising).

Rad Daly was Commandant in the Four Gourts. mth me at the door
was a man called Paddy Murray. I turned t¢é him and agid '?wan
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Be .
you come with them, Paddy™? mo.ﬁiiqh né agreed and &n less
then e querter of an hour he was lylng.very b;éiy wounded in
Mcors St. ond O'Rahnly with many others were dead, A4S we got
cus the door into Henry St. we lined up "twe ‘deep” with O'Rehilly
stsnding in front and Paﬁrﬂ.ck Pearse by hm pide. Poares:

adareswa us,.end told s our objsctive abd pald a fow part}
words wmle the Britieh, were firing from the ruinse on the. ether

. pide of O'Oonnell 9t. Our gallant attempt to bresk thraugt o~
. failed and the survivors ended in an 01d burnt out fuin 3n

. Moore St. I saw O0'Rahilly fall wounded end my- nespest comrade,

4]

| Pat o‘cormor, was killed Just in frond of me and £alling on me-

p&:med me unﬂer him.

<

4
The ﬁeaend incident I remamfber wao saamg a British Armw

captain. Lee Wilson, (artewards executad in Gorey, Go.Weﬂwﬂ)
for his behavious to prﬂ.soners 1n the Romnda after the Rising.
He was & Distriot Inspector of the Royal Irish Conatabulary)

' gake Tom Clarke, Sean MacDiarmedha énd Nea Daly and search them

Olarke hed an old preaargaing pullet woukd in the elbow which
healed partly, making 1t difficult to flex the elbaw. wilson,
finding 1% difficult to take off ¢larke's coat because Of the

nﬁfﬁmls, Junt foreibly ptraightened the arm and 80 reopened

lbhe wound, caupsing terrible pain. Not aatieﬁ.ed with thia he
utripped all three to the ekin in the rresence of us and, ba:lng
brosd daylight, in the prasence of those nurses slic. Jm)king
out windows. A comrede of miné who is ataill alive and who wad
lying ‘bes;t&e_me on the grase swore out “iﬁ' that fe;l:!.ow lives

. through the war = meening the 191418 war = ) 4 w&il-eenreh for
- him and mll him for this. He and four oﬁhem kept that promis

I.ater that avmtful morning of Saﬁurday ¥o were max-ehea

~ into 0'Connell 5%, where 1 saw the same officer, Wilson, take

his wams.ng stick fron Sean Maaniamadha who had a paralysed 1e
and try %o make him ¥eep up with.us as ve marched from the
Rotmﬂa to m&xmand Barracke. Beaiae me was a somrads aanod
mtzsimona who turnea to me and said “Are you dewrhesrted"?

+

e e il ave. . L ¢
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to which I replisd, “Are you"? He aaid out léud "I%m not downe
hearted" - The soldier walking besi.de Mm lunged his bayenetted
vifle at h&.a, Fitzsimon's, 'aeat’ giving him a nasty wounde « '~

i

W amvea. s rathor dishoveued :m, at the Riolunom Bis.
anﬂ 1t wes en 011 too maon aimt to aee pr:llonera ramng in a
faint rrcm ].oss ct rcoa and being prevonted for ovu- twemy fonr ‘
honra from parfom:lng the ordinary eal:l.a of natuz-e. _ We were in
the R.tchmond herded 1nto rooms. latar to havn our ﬂnger printa
eaken am! to undergo the emtw of the pontioal branoh of the
.Deﬁecﬁive _Diﬂs;on grho were trying to p;t_ok out the leaders, and
those whcm 't.hey thou@t most promineﬁf -b_efbro the Rising, Among
the béteoﬁivea was ‘Hooy" mexitioneﬂ by me 'earliéi*_._. He was the
niobt.' dﬁngefous and vﬁnﬂietivé of the 16.t-'_an& :!.*B was hé_-persiated '
. 1in the ploking owt of Sean MacDiarmadha and it wes becsuse of
' th;la' act he wée; iaier oiomtea. Many e'soapea' that aexiutsiny
begause in ght fighting they had becowe so azshevelled thet even
their comrades aid not lmow them.

One eutstand-ing memory rmins‘ of that Ea'i_’.ei-h Baturday
ewening wh.t_flé we still stood prisoners m.o"cbnneln. Sf. _-w"It |
was tho sound of max-ching men. Inte the strect from Abbey 8¢,
eame the old mrut Battalion with %he:l.r 10?&& meandant, Ned

| ﬂaly, leading, 81411 the aame quiet, calm, aelf-»poaaaaaed Ned,
unconquered and unoonquerable a5 his men marohing ftmr aeep
'beh:lna him. He brm;@‘b them uwp O'Gonnoll St., dropped Out when
he ﬂami ﬁo- his ellotted position and then drilled Vhis/ men
Ieav.tng them two deep “stand:lng easy? Hé and they had rmghﬁ the
good Tight, held their pogitions intact and eau:l.d have held out
muoh langar. but, against his better Judgment, he accopted the
order of snrrenﬂer. I heard a Britieh Sergeant say to sancther
Pthat's an officer and those fellowa know their stuff®,

This is a8 far as my old notes went énd_-I 8till wonder 12
you raa:l..l.y wanﬁ this type of stuff. It reminde me now, Srom
another old sorap of paper, that another Belra-t visit of ming
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_ may be of'mﬁch mpogténae later. I ook 0 Belft- on 'Bamrda.v

about the 9th of April 1916 (I know it was a Saturday and a

!
‘fbrtnight before EBastor) from Tom Glarke to Denis’ Mocu.t.longz

(now of Musio BhO‘p, Dawson Bt.reat) the last money the ox'ganisa- ,
tion sould apaz-e. I am not sure of the amount elthough 1t qag_;
told to me ead 'five' was mentioned. Uhether it was £600 or not
I gennot now rémember and my memory is first claes, B‘nt‘ tl"te oxact
figure eﬁeapas me. In any case the message Was'_“'l'hi'é is 'a:l.i we
have gélb" 1 fixed up in Belfast and left for Dublin by the
"Artiets® train on Sunday. I etayed with Sean ia@i‘aﬁﬁadhq in '.
his digs that night and left for home on hélidays (1 wes o medical
student in U.O.D.) with his perm:.ssj.m. I asked him what A'me the
mean:.ng of the order < no member of the organisation 1.2.13. wae
to leave ‘town? without permission. For enswer heo said "$hen are
you coming back"? -2{ sald "We are noi due badk ﬁntil 3 méy but

I will come back Kastor Honday"s He replied *'namon, you will ba

‘ late®, I oould not get him Yo say mora.’ Noboay, I wae to leam

1a§er, except headquarters end a very few ke¢y officers Xnew that
the %neral Mobiligation, eto. for Baster Sunday mea‘nt;-' *_’Aotion'.
However, _Bean F._:aif_i "I vill éend you 8 wire if sll goes well and
we agroed to send the following = "Gr}mﬂ starts Savurday, Dbylé“.
Joe Doyle, n_oﬁ profeaaor_ in U.C.D., weas then & llectﬁrer and had‘

' no connection with aay nationsl movement and so bayond suspicion.

Actually, that wire was given to the late Gearoid 0'Sulliven to
pénd,’ 8o he told me, but I never got. it. But I did get baok in

time much to Sean's surprise.

. Ny . . \ "
. Much kae been said since that about the supposed arrest of

Jemes Gonnolly. Some say 3t Mappened snd some more positively
that 1% did not. Well, T 46 know that Comolly was giving the

Army
" Supreme Oouncil of the I.R.B./Hegdquerters such treuhla. He was

not a méember and did not know of 1ts very decided polioy. He did .
not trust the Volunteer Hoadquaz-tera and he was not alone 1:1 that.

‘Bug clarke and MaeDiadmadha felt he would hava to be talked: fo and

that 4{f he 414 not come for that talk voluntarily then he would
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have to be taken by Loroce, c::nzmandam Wed Daly had at f;hﬂ.s :
f.s.me given up his civiz. pogl tion &nd hed unﬂer‘&aken wholetﬂ.ma

' work in the Apmy and he was opdéred to stend by end arpest

Gonnolly 1f he did not come voluntarily. I was told off irit’h

othem to meet commandant Daly &t tha offiee of Bearus O‘Gfmner, -

,sols.cu.,r, An Dama St. and thera awai.'f; instmctiens, We meis.
but pome time 1a1;ex- were diebandea as connelly wams of hts om

acsord, had a sm:a-aay mterviaw, came away saﬁisﬂeﬂ anﬂ
9vomnang went almnat_ to plan after.

Signed: Eamonn Ty Dﬁra.
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