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Witness

James Ryan, )
10 O'Connell Terrace,
Clonmel, '
Co. Tipperary.

Identity

Member of Irish Volunteers, Glonmel,
1916. .

Subject

Clonmel ares -
Easter Week, 1916.

Conditions, if’ any, stipulated by Witness

Nil
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OR‘ G ‘ N AL | 10, O'Connell Terrace,

Clonmel,

Co. Tipperary.

15th July, 1948.

Dear Sir,

I am enclosing documents of the 1916 perioﬂ, also
a wr:‘;.tten story of events that took place in Clonmel.
and county Tipperary during that period. I hope you
will excuse the way it is written, also the paper at m&
disposal was not suitable. If I can be helpful in any
other way I will only be too happy to do so. .

Wishing your efforts on the history of the 1916
men every success, and hoping it will go down to

future generations.

I am Sir, a
Your Cbedlent Ear;vant,
(signed}. James Ryan.

HR e
i "

BURLAU €7 EfLLi vy, 5loTORY 181341
BURD STAIRE M LETX 18)3%1 |
INO. W.S. /5.




X

" \G._\

i : e
BUHE.’!UQF M“.‘d h‘.-"IJT'::-"r-‘“1" -2%

W.5. 151. ‘ BURO-STAIRE 4L LA T }: ... poPY.
N P\ No.W.s. % T}

s

STORY OF THE RISING IN GLDHT:..:!.LH '

by one-who took part!

About the year 1914 a small number of young men,
all members of the Gaelic League, used to meet in a room
in the Temperance Hall, Irishtown, Clonmel. IHEra under
our leader ,Frank Drohan,we studied the languaée,'histery
and music of our country. We organised Feiséanna, céilidht,

and learned all the Irish dances.

About this time the R.I.C. weré getting suspicious
of our meetings and kept a close eye on all obr members.
A few of our members weré summoned for collecting money
for the League, others for giving their names;in Irish
to R.I.C. Sergeant. Organisers of the GaeliElLeagua
visited Clonmel - Michael 0'Foley, M. O'Connor, and
Martin Fitzgerald ﬁf Ardmore, Co. Waterford. We had some

very good Irish concerts.

The Sinn Féln and Volunteer movement was soon
organigsed in Clonmel and we got a good many new mémbers
into our ranks. We elected Frank Drohan as:our Company
Captain and had about 50 men in the rank and file. Some
of our members belonged to the Workmeﬁ's Boat Club and
we had the use of their Hall for drill and lectures.

Ne also went up the hills on Sundays for arill and target |
practice. A subscription of 4d per week was pald towards
the purchase of our rifles. We had about 25 rifles in

the company. The R.I.C. were now on our track and took
notes at our concerts for singing what they éalleﬁ seditious
songs and recitations. Our Company weas er£€SEntEﬂ at

O0'"Donovan Rossa funeral in Dublin. We also attended a

-Teview of Volunteers at Tipperary under Sedn ;Treacy, Dan

Breen and Seamus Robinson. Ben Hickey was arrested in
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Clonmel for wearing uniform and the police made a baton
chargelat the men who tried to rescue him. .‘The druems
of the local band were broken. We posted up anti-
recruiting bills around Clonmel and the poliée made
another charge, armed with rifles. Some of our members
had narrow escapes.- Tom Lynch's 'Printing Works',
Carrick-on-5uir, were dismantle& for printing seditious
literature. We carried out raids on postmen and captured
useful information posted to the ﬁilitary stationed at
Clonmel. Mr. Treacy's Income Tax Office was raided by :
our men andﬂall books destroyed. The loeal R.I.C. with
one or two exceptions were all hostile. (Sgt. Henehan and
Constable Creagan). The Fianna Boys were also attached
to thef?blunteers and alsé the Cumann na mBan anéd carried
- out some very daring work. There were about this time
stationed in Clonmel Military Barracks 800 men - the
Devonshire Regiment and Royal Irish. Some qf our .
Volunteers were wﬁrkiﬁg as qiviliﬁns‘in Glon@el Military
Barracks and Sedn Morrissy was able to buy some rifles
from friendly soldiers. He was also instrumental in
getting duplicate key of magazine which we weré to aftack
later. We found out that tﬁe British had four sentries
on magazine, also that the magazine had a vaulted roof,
and the attack was called off, Mr. Morrissy was dismissed
from the Barracks as he was under suapicion of being a
.rebel. When the Gaelic League held the. annual Procession
to Patrick's Well the R.I.C. followed in large numbars;
and Mulcghy Lyons was arrested for delivering_a seditious
apeech. A Military Officer gave orders to remove the
Republican flag from the Town Hall and threathened to burn
down the place. A guard of Volunteers were then placed
in the Hall. Desﬁatches were carried from Gianmel to
Headquarters at Glenegat almost daily, also té Tincurry House
Faddy O0'Brien was one of our best riders and always

escaped arrest. The British were now about to aprply
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conscription and we got many new recruits. ?he Irish
Party had recruiting meeting in Clonmel and aévised all
young men to join the British Army. A few-jbined the
National Volunteers but the majority fell in with the
Volunteers fo fight fnr_Ireland.. - Events were moving now
in Clonmel and some of us were expecting a call to arms
would soon come. The call came on the Saturday night
before the Rising. We paraded at Jacksqn's Cross.
About 100 men were given instructions to go to Confession
and be ready with 24 hours rations, rifle, and whatever
ammunition was available, also small arms or shotguns.

We had a good supply of shotgun cartridges refilled with
slugs made from a mould by Jim Whelan and his brother larry.
Our rifles were smuggled in cases _:t.u Hearnes of Waterford
and came by éar to Two-mile-Bridee, ﬁhere Volunteers
carried them into toﬁn,under our great coats, past the
military. Bill Mackey was our &.M. and kept a strict
look after rifles and ammunition. Sunday morning of
Easter Week came and no news from Dublin. All Military
‘were confined to Bks., in Clonmel and we had a suspicion
that all leaders were about to be arrested. ~ On Monday
night we decided to get in touch with Limerick and Cork
who were moving south to Clonmel, and meet them at a
place calléﬁ Rathronan two miles from Clonmel. Tommy
Donovan volunteered to cycle to Cork by motor cycle %o
find out if Cork and Limerick were out. We howlgat news
from Dublin that the Rising was on and next day about

50 men left their work in Clonmel and proceeded to
Rathrqnan. Some went on bicycle and more on foot, and
carried arms and equipment. Tom Barrett brought more
rifles out in a breadvan. We waited for about four hours
expecting columns to arrive from Cork and Limérick.

A despatch rider, D,P. Walsh of Fethard, arri;ed from
Pierce McCann with McNeill's order that the Rising was

called off. Some Volunteers passed Lisronagh Bks, -R.I.C.-
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but were not held up or searched. -Within two miles of

a garrison of 800 soldiers and abuqt 40 R.I.C., it was not

avery easy to get our rifles and ammunition into safe
keeping and get back into tcwp againl Early on Wednesday
R.I.C. and military mede the following arrests in
Clonmel - John Mprrissy, Thos. Halpin, Phil Cunningham,
Dominick Mackey, Frank Drohan and James Ryan, also Ed.
Dwyer, Gooldcross, and Michael Sheehan, also P.J, Hennihan,
Fethard, and Seamus 0'Neill, Rockwell. The following
were also arrested in Clonmel, Ed. Condon, J. Purcell,
Phillip O'Donnell, Wm. Myles, Denis Skehan, James Forristal,
William Cleary, P. Rigney, Thos. Donovan, Matthew Morris,
James Heffernan, Thos. Smyth, Matt., Tynan, Jack Allen,
Michael ﬁhits, Jack Tynan. The arrests were_cafried out
by R.I.C. with an army officer.anﬁ 50 men with Tixed
bayonets. I knelt to say my prayers and was handled
roughly by an R.I.C. Sgt. who told mﬁ I would have plenty
of time to say them in éanl. We were hand-cuffed in
pairs and arrived in the Military Bks. at 4 o;cloek in the
morning. I saw a policeman with kilts belonging to Mr.
Foley ~ Gaelic League Organiser - under his arm. He
sald, using an Irish expression, "If I had --- T would
have them all", Mr. John Fennessy, at his house I was
arrested, was a great Irishman and a filuent sbeaker of
the language. ~All the Gaelic League people stayed there.
Ve weré put into cells and Col. Cooke said to the Guard
"Have those men alive or dead in the morning". I must
ﬂere give credit tﬁ some of the Royal Irish Rgt. who pointed
their rifles at himself when he was leaving the doorway.
They also brought us in some loaves of bread. In the
morning Col. Vigors gave us tea which we drank out of
sardine tins. At dawn we were brought under heavy escort
to Tipperary Barracks where we met more prisoners, P. J.

Moloney, Willie Benn, L.J. Dalton, Willie Ryan, Tom Rodgers
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and T, Daly. We were removed from Tippararyitﬂ Cork
Military Bks. text day. The handcuffs were ﬁow cutting
our wrists and P.J. Moloney strongly proteét&é. In Cork
we were confined in the Military Detentlon Eks. Mr. Eent,
Gastlalyoﬂa was executed the following morning at the
rere of the Detention. -& soldier told me he was baﬁly
treated and shot in his bare feet and trausers. We
heard the volleys but did not see the executidn. Laﬁe
that évening we were removed to Cork Jail as ﬁhefa was
trouble between the Devonshire Rgt. and Royal Irish.
En route the pecple thought to feéeu& semé of the prigqners
and we were in grave danger of bei 1g shot. After
about one week in.DDrk Jail we were removed undev escort
to Richmond Bks. Publin. Here we were placea in & room
40 by 20 feet, abéut 100 prisnners in each room. We
slepf én fhe bare floor in our clothes, with four sentries
at each door and no 1avatory accommedation. :Sume of the
1eaders were plcked out of our room. I remamber an
English officer saying to Flnnan Lynch "y recogniae you
by your high teeth™, and brought him away. When we got
cut for an- hour's exercise some of the older ﬁeh were méde
doMble up énd down until they fell out on tﬂe_hérd ground.
Shots were 11r6d at Dur windows 1T we loolked éut. We
viere GDﬂflﬂEd to tnis room for aheut three weeks without
any exerclse, and the men were getting sick. Sedn
Morrissy made a protest and told ﬁhe sentries:that he would
smash the door if it was not oﬁened. We wefé then
allowed to go to lavatories with armed Sentriés. Mr.
Asquith, British Prlme Minlater and Mr. Dillon visited us,
It was said Mr. Dillon stoppred about 15 more executions
as the officers were picking cut men in every,roem.
I remember hearing Mass on the barrackséquareiand seeing
the brave Cumann na mBan of Dublin kneeling ai: the hard

gravel Stones.. Glergymen visited us and gave

consolation. - ﬁfter abaut three weeka in Rlchmﬂnd we were
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iinsd out on the square and told to prepare fnnlan unknown
destination.. We were removed under heavy ascqﬁt to
Dunlaoghaire. A bié crowd gathered to see the prisoners.
The Devons made a charge with fixed bayonets aﬂd some
women were injured. The priscngfs were then put on board
cattle boats and locked down in the holb. Tt was £ilthy
with vermin and disease. Half-past three o'clock we left
Dunlaoghaire on Friday, and sailed up the Glyﬂé to Glasgow
at 4 otclock on Saturday evening. We had npthing to eat
all this time. We were met at the boat in Glasgow by
the Scottish Borderers and Policemen, who eacc}ted us to
Barlinnie Prison, about three miles eutéi&e the town.

A policeman said to me "You will not make any potteen up
here®, The women spat-at us and the men boohed as we
passéd. Barlinnie Prison was full of conscientious
objectors, jews, marine officers and people who would not
Tight. They were given a tough time. We were given
Oakum to pick but refused. Jim Haverty aflGalway got
three days bread and water for shaving. He got a razor in
to the prison in & cake of bread. We were léft in this
prison for about three months and then transferred to
Wormwood Secrubbs. The officer in charge gave us tea at
Wolverhampton. Arriving we were brought before a tribunal
of about 12 men called the "Advisory Tribunal", who asked
| us a number of gquestions. 'After some days ﬁe were sent
on to Frongoch Internment camp an old distiliery alive with
rats. We spent about three months in Frongoch where we
met about 1,700 prisnnefs from all parts of iraland.under
the leadership of kiichasel Collins, Michasl Staines, Leo |
Henderson, Capt. 0'Connell, Brennan Whitmore. About this
time & number of names were read out every day for release.
It was with joy in our hearts one day we heard the Clonmel
members names read. When we arrived in Dublin we got a
great reception, and also back in Glonﬁel whére the local

band and all.the people turned out. We were carried
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shoulder high through the streets. Armed R.I.C. followsd
but there was no clash. Some mnnths+before ﬁa were
called dreamers but now all was changed: A local
publican wrote a letter to the paper to say'he Was no

connection of the James Ryan arrested.

But more was to comse. We were not finisched yet.
We Eegan to organise again. Sinn Feain was winning in
Clonmel and at the next elsction Frank Drohan was elected
T.D., and later Mayor of the fﬂwn. In the 1918 election
we had a party of Volunteers outside every polling booth
where we did police duty. We had a rough time in
Weterford when John Redmond was defeated. . Pierce McCann
of Gaéhel and P.J. Moloney of Tipperary waraaleuted TDaus
Tor Tipperary. We got plenty of recruits for the
Volunteers. The Sinn Féin Courts replaced the British
Courts. Ve also had our own Republic police. The
Eritish empire now sent over the Black and Tané fo enforce
law and order. About 40 of them arrived in Clonmel.

They were also sent to all the barracks in Tipperary

- t0 strengthen the garrisons in the small barrﬁéks.

We had at this time stationed in the R.I.C., Clonmel, Head
Constable Maher. He hated the Tans and kept them under
control to a certain extent but under the guidance of the
local R.I.C, they made searches and arrested local men.

A raiding party of Tans and soldiers and icdal.H.I.C.
dressed in khaki uaniform, raided the village of Rethgarmack
and fired on a party of men playing cards. One man

was shot and another seriously wounded. A raid was made
on the Sinn Péin Hall. Arms were Temoved by local men

before the Tans arrived. ‘_Thg Columns were now organising

~and prnminént men on the run Joined them. Hb.El Column

under Denis Lacy, No. 2 Sedn Hogan, later P. Baiton, Denis
Saddler accidentally shot afterwards, Sedn Treacy, Seamus

Robinson, Ernie O'Malley and D. Breen were at Headguarters.



=
We attacked Clerihan with Seamus Robinson, a1s0
Kilmﬂnahan, Lisronagh and Drangan Bks. Road trenches were
made and trees were cut to block roads. A police patrol
were fired at at Lisronagh. A Black and Tan was-disarmed
in Clonmel. The Black and Tans with armed military made
a raid on our men trenching the road at Two-mile-bridge
and shot Volunteer James O'EKeeffe dead. We had a company
of Volunteers at Grange under John ﬁonergan which did some
good work ipn that area. T. Looby, Clonmel, was wounded
near Clonmel. An attack was to be made on certain
publichouses frequented by Tans. He was senﬁenced to
death but reprieved when the Truce came later. Mick
Lambe, a local Volunteer, was wounded in the érm by a
local farmer who fired at him when ccllecting sShotguns.
T. O'Donovan was killed at Killenance in a fight with the
military. He was a brave soldier of Irsland as was also
his companion Mick Burke. In the attack on Dfangan Bks.
he acted with great daring. Climbing to the roof of the
barracks, under fire, he removed the slatés énﬂ poured
petrol in, which set fire to the barracks. The Garrison
then surrendered. Glenbower Bks. was attacked but owing
to its position the Column had to withdraw. The Tans
and Military surrounded a meeting of £ha Column at
Knockroe and three young men, Clancy,Hacket and Fleming
were killed. At this time splies were very acfive and
some of them pald the penalty. I went on a visit to
Ballyhale ,Co. Kilkenny to see my mother. A Bridge at
Ballyhale was blown up by the local Company and 2 tan
lorry fell into it. I was captured by the Tans at
Newmarket. T. Barron, a local man, ran up & hill
trying to escape. The Tans put the vickers gﬁn on my
back and fired several shots at him but he escgped.
They then blindfolded the two of us and brought us in the
lorry as hostages to Hugginstown, Coi Kilkenny, where %

policeman was shot a few weeks before., The Tans fired on
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everyone along the roadside. They raided all the pubs

and gorged themselves with drink. They theg brought us
back to Woodstock House, Co. Kiikennj, Headq@arters at

that time. We were flung down in a cellar where four

men prisoners were saying the Rosary, Hogan from Borris ,
Co. Carlow, MeGrath, Listerlin, and HEffarnaﬁ, G;enmara.

We were left there for nearly two days.withﬁut anything to
eat. The Tans drank 14 doz. stout everyday and the
officers brought in ﬁaskets of eggs and fowl stolen from
farmers. When they were in a drunken mood they brought us
out and Tired shots at us. At this time a tunnel was to
be made to Woodstock House to réscue the prisoners. The
Tans got information and raided Mrs. Hanrahan's house,
capturing Ernie O0'Malley. They burned down Hanrahan's
house and brought Mrs. Hanrahan out in the yard from =a

sick bed. She dled a few days afterwards. : I was brought
to Kilkenny jail as a hostage end a British officer left
me in Kilkenny for trial. Here I met all the leaders -
Wed Aylward, Rev. Fr. Delahunty C.C., Denis Butler, Pat
Aylward, Sedn Gibbons and others. After about four

weeks I was released and got back again to the Column in
Tipperary. Scon after the Treaty was signed apd the
Trucefgizclaimad in Tipperary. We marched into Clonmel
under D. Lacy and P. Dalton -~ Columnleaders. The officers
of the Devonshire Regiment handed over the barracks to

our officers and marche& out with about 500 men.  The
Union Jack Flag was then hauled down and the tricclour
floated proudly in the breeze as about 50 men of the
Tipperary Column marched in and took over the barracks.

It was a proud day for the people of Clonmel. Thig

was a glorious finish for men of the Columns and people

of gallant Tipperary who stcéﬁ by us in dark %nd evil days.
But more was to come -~ the civil war - on whi%h I will .
not comment. I wish to state here that two Taster Week

men are buried at Powerstown Churchyard with no stone to
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to mark their memory. I hope the National Graves
Association will take the mat?er-in hands. I wish to pay
tribute io the people of Tipperary for the way they fed

and houssd the Columns during those trying times, often

~at personal risk to their homes and property. This

sfory of the Easter Week period and the Tan War written.
by me is subject o correction as it is a good many

years since those events happened and a good many of the
people who took part are dead. If I have left out any
names of those taking part in the fight in Clonmel I

hope to currect-it at some future day. I am giving the
names of the men - Irish Volunteers; boys, Fianna Bireann
and women - Cumann na mBan, as far as I can ramambér,,whﬂ
took part in the Rising, also in all the activities leading
up to that period. A raid was made on the R.I.C. bks.
at Clonmel by €olumn msntunder Denis Lacy and Michael
Burke,lcapturing all their arms and ammunition. The
R.I.C. offered no resistance. Some time before this
raid all the small posts around Clonmel had been closed.
A one days strike by all business firms in Clonmel was -
carried out in Clonmel while the prisoners were on hunger
strike to-demand their release. I must here pay a
tribute to the women of Clonmels members of Cunann na mBan-
who looked after the comforts of the men on the fun, also
sent parcels to the men in Ballykinlar Camp and Frongoch,
also collected funds for the White Cross funds, also
looked after the homes of the rmen who were fighting with
the Columns or in jail. I must mention one family in
Clonmel who gave of all they had to the movement - the
Cooney family Main Gupard. When thils history will be
written I hope that all those incldents which I mention
here will be recorded. T will now glve: the names of

the men and women who took part.



Irish Volunteers;

EBaster Week men;
Frank Drohan |
Sedn Morrissy
Tom Halpin

James Ryan

Dominick Mackey

Philip Cunningham

Edward Condon
Jeremiah Purcell
William Myles
Philip O'Donnell
James Forristal
William Cleary
Patrick Rigney

Seamus O'Neill

Patrick Henehan

' Bob Drohan

Frank O'Meara

James Kennedy
Michael Hanrahan
Thomas Smyth
John Allen
Matt. Tyman
John Tynaq

John Cronin

Martin Power

Denis Daly

Thomas Donovan

Michael Burke

Ned Dwyer

Pat ﬁwFEr
Thos. Barrett
Sedn Mackey
W.P. Bowen
Bill Mackey
Denis Skehan
Mulcahy Lyons
John Hickey
Dick Dalton
Sedn Cooney
Jim Whelan
Thos . Regan
Dawvid Short
William Tobin
Ned Dalton
Sedn 0'Neill
Sedn Hurley
Michael White
Matt Kinnane
James Daly

Michael Meany

11.
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Mick Q'Shea
Cathal Byrne
James Reardon
Thos. Norris
William Phelan
Williem Greene
Denis Patterson
James Fatterson
Patrick Q'Brien
William Fitzgerald
John Quirke
Thos. Looby
Edmond Hanrahan
John Mulcahy
John Kelly

William Byrne

Ned Norris
Thos. Hacket
Mick Sullivan
John Sharkey
Thos. Condon
James Moore
Thes. Barron
Dick Kelly
Dan nishea
Edmond G;Bunnor
Tim Buckely

Sedn Cooney

James Moroney
Denis Dunmead
Tim Lonergan

John Condon

FIANNA EIREANN.
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- Fred Mackey

Patrick Kelleher
John Burke

Pat Burke

Pat O'Connor

M. O0'Connor

Martin Maher

John ﬂoérissy (jun).
Mick Kennedy
Patrick Ryan
Patrick McGrath
Patrick Bfennan
Patrick Dalton
Charlie Hegarty

- Jack Coffey

William Molockney .
Paddy 0'Gorman

Laurence Hallinan.

John Aylward
Stephén,carcorﬁn
Charles Hickey
James Corbett
Michael Drohan
David Drohan

Owen Cooney.



ky

Miss

"
L]

L

Eily Davin
A, Cooney

B. Furcell

A. lyles

Mary Meany
D. Hennessy
M. Hanley

M. Condon

" Mary O'Meara

"
E.'EI'S ™
Mrs.

Miss

Miss C

Miss
Mrs.
Miss
Miss

liss
Mrs.
kirs.
Miss

Miss

K. G’Eeara
A. Crotty
D. Drew

A, Furcell
. Cooney
M. Lonergan
M. Delaney
A, Finn

B. Finn

B. Condon
B. Drohan
K. Power
C. Kelly

C. Cleary

Lil O'Keeffe

Mary
Mary

Moroney

Ryan

Alice Mackey

MTS.

O'Gorman

Maggie White

-Miss

Eeffernan

Alice Power

Cumann na mBan. 13,

Iﬁrs.. Tobin

Miss Cantwell

Mary Kennedy

Miss A, Devin

Miss K. Greerle

Mrs, J. Allen

Miss Maggie Meskill
Miss Mary Cooper
Miss Eily Condon

Miss C, Lonergan
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Clonmel Prisoners

in Ballykinlar Camp.

Thos . Smyth
James Forristal
Thos. Halpin
Michael White
Jack Tynan

Bill ﬁleary
John Allen
Matt-TTyn&n
Thos. O'Brien

Dominick Mackey.

14,
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W.S. 151. | COPY,

10, 0'Connell Terrace,
ﬂlmnmel,

Co. Tipperary.

2nd August, 1948,

Dear Sir,

In sending you the list of Clonmel prisoners
interned in Ballykinlar during the War of Independence
I forgot to mention the name of Mr., James Fennessy,
Bcoy Merchant, 0'Connell Street, Clonmel, Co,

Tipperary.

I am 8ir,

Yours Sincerely,

(Signed). James Ryan.
BUREAU G MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
 BURD STAIRE MILI-TA 191321
0. W.S. /5]




