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STATEMENT BY JAMES O'CONNOR, ST. MARGARET'S
- POST QFFICE, CO. DUELIN.

I joined the I. Volunteers in Nove,ber 1913 at the Parish
Hall, St. Margaret‘s,_cn. Dublin; There were present at the
time Tom Devenish (desd), Michael Dunne (dead), Thos. Reilly,
fha Ward, Co. Dublin, Thomas Duke of Finglas and Walter Farrelly
of The Ward. I did not sign any documen ts on juining,.but was
given é membership cerd and we had to pay twopence per wesk
subscription towards the purchase of arms and uniform and
equipment. Michael Mastéraon was the instructor. He was a
British Army Reservist. |

Thomas Duke was the Coy. Captain.H We had pgrades Tor
training twice per week and route marches on Sundays. We had
no a%ms and 4id our drillrwith wooden guns. We had firing
practices with a .22 rifle at Mr.‘Tyrrell'a place at Dunaoughlsy
Castle. MNMr. Tyrrell was also a member. One or two of the R.I.C.

always attended our parades and accompanied us on route marches.

I was not at the Howth gun running but after that we got

gbout hsalf & dozen Martini Henry Rifles.

At the time of the Sélit in svhe Volunteers nearly all of
our mémbﬂrs went with the?R&dmonﬁ gide. Our Captain (Thos.Duke)
remained with the Irish Volﬁnteers and also Thos. Reilly,

Ri chard Duke, Walter Farrelly snd myself. Nicholas Teshan

Joined afterwards.

{ .
All the rifles were in possession of the National Velunteers

and were kept by them. We had only shotguns for which we made

some buckshot.

I remained with the I.Vels. becasuse I did not like the way

John Redmond wss behaving.

Con Colbert abd Peddy Daly used to come -out from the city
and drill us on some week nights. The people were generally

hostile to us and called us "madmen". We used also to go to
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Swords for drill with +the Baftalinn. We were now the 5ith IBn.
Dublin Brigade. We had drills snd exercises  there with the

rest of the Brigade from the city also.

There was no special sctivity during Holy teek, but on
Easter Sunday the whole Bn. mobilised at Rathbeale Cross Roads.
e had all the arms we had with us including shotguns and some
rifles end rations for 24 hours. I had a shotgun end twelve
(12) rounds of ordinary Ehné, & haversack snd & slouch hat.

Tom Ashe was there and the Lawlesses. We were there until

‘about 12 p.m. on Sunday night when wé were told to go home and

be prepared to mobilise again at short notice. It was while

we were at Rathbeale that I first became aware that there was
going to be a "rising". Ve were not tnid officially, but it

was the ftalk amnngs% the feilows. We had not been wsrned
previously about going to confession nr_aﬁything of that nature.

I went home and went to bed.

LY

On Baster lionday I got upianﬂ went to the Races at Fairy-
house. While at the Races I heard that the Rising had started
in Dublin. It was the éeneral talk at the :Races fhat évening.
I came home asnd on Tuesday, bringing my shotgun and cartridges,
I joined the Battn. which was in camp (billets) at Kileek. This
was gbout 12 a.m. Thers waréinﬁt near as many there now as
there had been on the Sunday aﬁ Rathﬁeale. I would say there
was only sbout 60 gll told.. I noticed Dick Mulcshy there.‘ He
was not with us on Sunday.. I was on guard duty the rest of

that day up on a hill watching the two roads that lead into

’

the camp. Iy orders were to give the alarm if I-saw the R.I.C.
cr military coming but not to fire. That night after being
relieved we lay in our clothes on straw and hay in the sheds.
We had plenty of food as they had killed énme lamba.and they
had a bread cart full of bread which hEé heen commandeered.

I think it was one of Kennedy's bread vans. It was a motor van

and was driven by & Voluntesar,
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On Wednesday night the whole Battn. moved to a place near
Garristown. I should mention here that every man hsd s hicyéle.
On Thursday night, sterting from_pﬁﬁquamp, a small party of us
raiﬁgﬂ the R.I.G..Barraaks at Garriatowna.lI think Dr. Hayes
wasf&{c 6f this ﬁarty. We walked up to the Barracks aﬁﬁ walked
on without any resistance being offered. I.do not remember if
we got any arms there. I am nearly sure we did not. We also
raided the P.0. there and déstroyed the telegraph instruments.
We then returned to Camp and that night we moved to a new CAMp.

I cannot remember the name of the place.

n Priday, after leaving a smsll pérty in the camp, we set

- out in the direction of Ashbourne. I understood our. job was to

destroy the failway line near Batterstown. We were on bicycles,
and I was in the leading section. Charles WEston was in charge
of thie section. Near the cross of the Rath there was a
berricade across the road leading to Garristown. That wes the
road we were on. Two policemen surrendered there without firing
Af'ter they had been disarmed we tied white handkerchiefs (2341
thelr helmets and they were sent forward to the Barracks to tell
their comrades that they were priscners and to tell them to
surrender. The police did not return. We had now taken cover
on the side of the road. Tom.ﬂsha came along and gave me a
sledge and told me to go with him that I was to bresk in the-
barrack door. Just as we srrived at the barrack door, the R.I.C.
opened fire from the upstairs windows. They were not fifing at
us, but at our comrades down on the Garristown road. iAsHe orderer
me .avay £rom. the:door, ..Wé had to returh down along the diteh
to where we started from. Firing between the garrison in the
barrﬁﬂks and our men was now genersl. Just then I noticed cars
and lérries pulling up on thé north side of the main rosd near
the cross roads. R.I.C. were dismounting from them and were
heavily engaged by our men who had rifles. I did not fire then
as my shotgun had not sufficient range. I saw several of the

R.T.C. fall as& if they had been hit. Firing continuesd and some
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of our men got slight wounds. After some time rank Lawless

end the men who had been left in the camp joined us.

Dick ﬂulcahy then came along and qa brought us scross the
fields keeping under cover of the hedges and ditches on to the
main road, on the north or Slane side of the place where the cars
were halted. We moved up along the road firing at any R.I.C. man
we could ses. Jus% at that time D.I. Gray was shot by Frank
Lawless. After that the remainder put up .their hands and
surrendsred. There seemed to bhe 8 lot of them killed and wnﬁnded.
We had one man killed and three D% four wounded. I thought Dick
Muicahy was & very brave man aslhe went up the middle of the road
disregarding any cover and Tiring at the R.I.C. as he went. He
had a pig pistol. The name of the man who was killed was John

Crinnigen and Tom Rafferty died the following day from his wounds.

After the surrender we took all the arms and ammunition
belonging to the R.I.C. and packed it into the bread van which
Frank Lawless had brought up, The R;I.G. in the barracks dnx
seeing their comrades on the road surrender also surrendered and
we collected their arms anf equipment ﬁlaﬂ and put them in the van
The van was now very peavily loaded. The wounded R.I.C, men were
rlaced on a farm cart and brought to the barracks where they were
attended to by Dr. Hayes. fhe R.I.C., who vere prisoners, were
paraded by Tom Ashe and warned that they werehot to fight sgain

ggainst the Irish people. Dr. Hsyes treated Tom Rafferty and he

_was left in a hauaa nearby as he was too bad to move furthar. The

remainder af our wounded were able to proceed back to camp witheus
us. Two priests srrived shortly aefter the R.I.C. surrendersd and
ettended to the dead and wounded. Tﬁey were very hostile to us

and’ mlled us “murderers!.

The Battn. then proceeded back o camp where ws had & good

meal of meat, bread and tea. We were then issued with one of the

rifles belonging te the R.I.C. and B0 rounds of .303. We ware

.all in good humour and spirits after our victory at Ashbourne.
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We now had plenty of rifles and anmunition and plenty of good
food. - .

A rumour spread around camp that evening that the British
Gévalry ﬁera coming anﬁdthat night we moved to a2 new camp at
"Haw'Barn" near Kilsallaghan. 1t was dark whén we got there
and we lay that nisght in the sheds on straw. Etfang guards were

mounted on the camp.

Saturdsy mﬁrning found everybody in geﬂd“spirits anfl looking
forward to further action. 4About 2 p.ﬁ+ on thet date Ashe told
us ~that it was all'ever, that they had surrendered in Dublin and
that it would be ridiculous for us to hold ocut. He sesmed very
digappointed and naturally we were very disappointed teo. He
t0ld me to go home and melke the best of it. 4 few others who
were the gnungest alsco went home, I left for héﬁe immediately
without my bicycle; he would not let me take it, but told me o
keep.tn the fields.

‘On the following ﬂonﬂay the R.I.C. from Glagnevin came %o
the house and arrested me and brought me ton Glasnevin Police BXs
That.night I was brought by some of the Berkshire Regiment to
Trinity College, Dublin, and put into a room there unéer guard.

There were a few other fellows there that I did not lmow.

- Tuesday evening the Guard Commander told me to get out and I got

out and ?entdhome. When I was in bed that night I was arrested
again, this time by the police from Santry and taken to Santry
R.I.C. Bks. T was there in the cells for two days; no bed, only
a flagged floor. There was an old chair in the call}ﬁhich I
magnaged to have soms sléep‘ I got one good meal from tﬁem there.
They did not molest me buf one constable threatened to shoot me
and I hed o shout -for the sergeant.

Cn Fridey I was taken by another pérty of the Berkshires to

Trinity College agein on foot. We were given a fey hard biscuits

Imown as dog biscuits to eat, I now learned that my release from

here had been & mistake by the guard in carrying out their ordsrs.
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On Saturdasy, a week after our surrender at ew Barn, I was

L. talkken under a very heavy escort of sﬂld;ers to Richmond Barracks

1 BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21 l

and put into a dormitory there with some hundreds of others. We
were given red tea and more dog biscuits to eat and had to lie

on the floor as no bedding was supplied to us.

‘On the following Tuesday we wene tsken under escort to thq,
Horth Wall and put on.a cattle boat down in the cattle stalls.
No food, with the exception of some dog biscuits was given to us.
On Wednesday we sailed to-Hnlyhead.anﬂ thencalby train to |
Wakefiéld. We got no f'ood unﬁil we were in Wakefield Prison.
During our movements bhrough Dublin no one seemed to take ény
notice of us but we got a bad reception at Holyhead and through-
out England.' WWe were in \iskefield about a forinight as far as
x: I canremember and then removed by train to Frongoch. ﬂfter‘abnut
v ' . 4 months there we were brought to Wandsworth Prison and from there
‘ in batches to London and before the Sanfey Commission after which

we returned to Frongoch.

I was released at the time of the General Ammesty in

and returned to Ireland and home.

LWy
}< I should have stated that after the fight at Ashbourne and

Koz

— when we returned to Camp some of the men started grousing that

il

the thing was not rigﬁt and thsat the Rising hed not the sanction
ﬂﬁﬂﬁgf;ﬁuﬁh/of the I.Vol. Executive Couneil. Dick Hulcehy gave all & lecture
ﬁéﬁﬁﬁL:,Jgf on our dufy to our céuntry and when he had finished he asked gll
éﬁé?ﬂ%ﬁ;. thqse who were prepared to continue the fight to take a pace
‘zzﬂiﬂﬁ?f forward. All the men with the exception of two men from St.
ﬂfﬁgﬁﬁ Hargaret's tooln the pace forward. These men left for home
%ﬁ§w%iifz immediately. In fact they continued active by carrying

dispetches for us.

T. Duriﬁg the period of our internment in England conditions

e were good and we were fairly well treated. |
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