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STATEMENT BY JAMES XENNY, 1 WHITEHALL ROAD,
; RATHFARNHAM,

iﬁout the end of March or early April 1914 I heard a _
Gn@pany of the Irish ?alunteers.haﬂ been formed at Rathfarnham.
I was anxious to join and with that intention went to Ballyboden
Wanderers' Football field at Ballyboden where the Coy. held
ﬁaraﬂ631 Some of ‘the older men approached me and told me I was
too young end too smell to join and sent me home. I was only
15 years old af the time and perhaps small for my age. However,
I went %gain to the field thé next parade night and was being
turned away again when P.H: Pearse came over and said “iet him
stay - he won't be too small glweysY. I was enrolled that night
in B/Coy. 4th Batt. P.H. Pearse was Captain, Liam Clarke (decd.)
1lst Liaut{, Michael Boland (decd.) 2nd Lisut. I dop't remember
who was Adjt. Frank Sheridan (decd.) was Q.M. I was iaéued with
a membership card and paid a weekly subscription of 24 or 34
which was entered on the card., I also subscribed 1/~ each week
towards the purchase of a rifle and equipment. In additiﬂn I

bought my own uniform.

We had a parade one night each week at which we were drilled
and instructed in the use of the Fifle and bayonet by an ex-N.C.0.
of the British Army. His neme was Thompson. He was not a member

of the Coy. as he wes paid for his services.

The GCoy. was about 100 strong when Redmond delivered the
speech at Woodenbridge which caused a split in the Volunteers.
We did not hold a meeting to decide which side to take, nor was

it discussed at any parade. Those who followed Redmond Bust

drifted. away. ~ Abouk 50 remsined with the Irish Volunteers.

Recruiting after the split wes very bad, in fact I don't think we
got any recrults except & few senior boye from St. Ende's College.
A large number of the senior Boys of St. Enda's were already
members of the Coy. After the gﬁn—running at Howth and Kilcoole
rifles were brought to the Company in small quantities at short
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intervals. They were drawn for by lot as they arrived. I got

one of the first batch to arrive - a Martini Henry. We were

allowed to bring our rifles home. Later on we were issued with
emmunition which we also kept at home. Before St. Patrick's
Day 1915 ®very men in the Coy. had a rifle - either a Martini
Henry or Howth Mauaer. Early in 1915 a miniature range was
erected at the rere of St. Enda's College. We carried out a
considerable emount of practice on the range with .22 rifles
and most of the men bBecame very good shots. About this tir;e
training was intensified. In addition to the woekly parsdes
and route marches we had field qxarcises £ee both day and night
The Coy. also took part in slﬁ 4th Batt. and Brigsde manoeuwres
held in various parte of County Dublin. During Harch 1916 we
had target practices with service rifles in the woods at St.
Enda's, ' Bach man used his own rifle.

A -short time before Eagster 1916, Ramon Bulfin, a member of
) ' _ .
the Coy. and a student at St. Enda's, was promoted to the rank
of Lieut. by G.H.Q. Bulfin‘s appointment was in addition to

the twn Ldautﬂ. already in the Coy.

P.H. Pearse took a keen interest in the training of the

Coy. and seldom missed a parade or exercise.

On Holy Thursday 1916, Frank Mackin (killed in Esster Week
received orders from P.H. Pearse — I do not know if they were
verbal or written - to mobilise the Coy. for manoauvraa on
Easter Sunﬂay. Mackin infnrmﬂd me of this and told me to
parade at R.C. Church, Rathf&rnham, on Easter .Sunday at 12 or
3 o'clock - I am not surg, about the time. I think it was 12

"o'clock as I went to early Msss that morning. He also told me

tp wear uniform and equipment, to bring my rifle and amm&nition

and also to bring 24 hours' rations. I read the cancellation

okdER. 1in the Sunday Independent and later that morning I was outsife

Rathfarnham Church with some other Volunteers when Lt. Bulfin

- came along and told us to go home afid stand by ss we were still
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under orders. That afterncon we earried out rifle practice at

St. ME‘ Be

Bhortly after 9 o'clock on Baster Monday morning Joe Gannon
called at my home and told me that Frank Mackin had sent him o
tell me to parﬁde immediately at R.C. Church, Rathfarnham. He
gald that Mackin had got the Iinstructions from F.H. Pearse. T;e
orders regarding uniform, rifles, rations, etc. being the saﬁal
as for Sunday, I went to the Church without delay, Bnﬂ as I was
one of the first to arrive there, I was sent to mobilise other
members of the Coy. I mobilised Jack Keeley, Matﬁ_chffary and
fum Corbally. When we were essembling outaide the Church Eoin
MacNeill and Sean Fitzgibbon came over to us and MacNeill told
us to go home as all manoeuvres for the weekend had heen
cancelled. Lt. Bulfin replied that he had orders from P.H.
Pearse 0 bring the Coy. to Liberty Hall and that he intended
carrying uutiPearse‘u ordar: MacNeill and Fitzgibbon then left.
I do not know if MacNeill came eepeciaslly to Rathfarnham to get
us to disperse. MaclNeill's brother Jemes lived at Woodtown and

I think he was proceeding there when he saw us.

The students from St. Enda'e who were members of the Coy.
arrived with shopping baskets filled with .303 ammunition, This
was the first indication I received that something more seriocus

than ordinafy manoeuvres was intended.

Mobilisation wae very slow. This was due to the short
notice, and to the fact that some of the men lived as far a%ay
as Rockbrook. BShortly before 1 ofclock when.it was decided to
move, 56 members of the Coy. had arrived. They were:-

Lt., Boland (since deceased).

Batt Burke

Matt Caffery

Thos. Cerney

Michael Cowley

Michael Cremin

Thos. Corbally

Paddie Donnelly

Chas. -Donnelly

Henry Gammon (since deceased).



e

=

4

Jack Keeley (killed Baster lionday at G.P.0.)
James Kenny ' . ’
Joe Lee (since deceased)

Hugh Lee - .
Frank Mackin (killed Easter Week)

Wm. H‘II]-'?GF T

Dom Mulvey

Kevin 0'Carroll

Pat O'Connor (since deceased)-

Gm. Reilly .

Ml. Rodgers (since deceased)

James Sweeney

Pat Sweeney

Frank Sheriden (since deceased)

James Wardick (since deceased)

The following, who were students at St. Enda's, were also
present:- °
Lt. EBamon Buliin .-
Brian Joyce
Conor McGinley '
Finten Murphy (later I.V. Executive) -
Patrick Slattery )
Frank Burke
John Kilgellon :
Bugsn McGinley (since deceased)
Desmond Ryan
Joseph Sweeney (later Major General) -

Three other members of the Coy. were in the G.P.0. when we
arrived there: ' :
P.H. Pearse
Willie Pearse and
Liam Clarke (since deceased)
Everyone present had a rifle. I hed 100 rounds of
ammunition and I am sure the others had the same amount. About

20 1ncluding myself were in uniform. Some of us had bicycles

‘and Lt. Boland told those with bicycles to cycle to-Lihérty

Ha}l’and to weit there until the remainder of the Coy.srrived.
The cothers were to proceed Fhera by tram and to bring the |
extra ammunition with thén. Both Lt. Boland and Lt. Bulfin wer
with those who want_by;tfam. I went with the q&cliata.. We
proceeded via Terenure, Kelly's Corner, B8th.Cir. Rd. As we ~
passed the bottom of Sth. Richmond Bt. we heard firing from
the direction of Portobello Bridga.__we continued down Camden
St. and Aungier St. where I heard people saying the voluntaérs
had taken over~Jacob‘$.Faetﬁry. I had not noticed anything
umisual when passing Jacob's. We reached Liberty Hall and put
our bicycles inside and waited for our comrades. When they
arrived we fell-in and:; were marched into Abbey S5t. ﬁhera Lt.

Boland halted us and gave us the order to "load" which we did.
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We proceeded 1ﬁ.31nglﬂ file on each side of the street., We
reached the G.P.0. at ahdut 2 o'clock. It was already
occupied by the Volunteers. A volunteer in one of the front
windows indicated to us tq enter by the Princes St. Blde. As
we entered Princes St. someone shouted "Heres the Lancers".

L. Boland ordered us %o line Princéa.st. The front row aéopﬁﬁ
the kneeling pnsitibn, the remainder standing behind. All had
hayonete fixed and rifles at the ready. UWhen the Lancers
reached Nelsonl{s Pillar they were fired on from the front of
the G.P.0. They turned and retreated back towards Parnell Sgr.
We -then proceeded to enter the G.P.0. through one of the
windows in Princes St. When Vol. Jack Keeley was getting
through the window he received a bullet wound from which he
aied later that dey in Jervis St. Hospital. When we got
inslde I saw P.H. Pearse dirécting operations. He carrfied a
revolver in his hand. The men were busy barricading the

windows with ledgers, mail bags, etc. Chas Donnelly and I

-were detalled by P.H. Pearse to take up positions at one of the

front windows. Others were sent to verioue parts of the
building. Between 3 and 4 o'clock thaﬁ afternoon Pearse asked
for someone to volunteer to deliver a dispatche. I vo}unﬁﬁered
for the job. Connolly wrote the dispatch. IPaarse handed it
to me and told me to deliver it to the Officer i/¢ Ballybough
Bridge. He also told me he was sending a section of men to
reinforce that position end that I cduld go with them. I took
my rifle with me and aleo a 22 revolver which I had picked up
in the P.0. earlier. I did not know any of the men I was going
out with. We left by the main door and as we turnsed into
Earl St. I sew & number of D.M.P., men standing against shop
fronts. Immediately they saw us they ren down & side street.
We reached Ballybough Bridge without.further incident. I
handed over the didpatch to the officer in charge who was, I
think, Captein Weafer. After reading it he told me to tell
Pearse his order would be carried out to the last. I under-

gtood the dispatch was to hold the Bridge at all costs.
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He then gave me a dispatch for Pearse which I delivered on
reaching the G.P.0. Pearse handed it to Connolly who, after

reading 1t, said "that's good".

I'again took up the position at the front window I hed
previously oceupied. Some time afterwards two foreign sesmen
ceme to one of the windows and offered thair.aarﬁiceﬂ. They
were brought inside and asked if they could use guns; they said
they could. They were then asked whyrtpey wanted to fight. One
replied they wanted to fight for small nations and that one was
a Dutchman and the otﬁer Norwegien. One of, them was given a
shotgun which he aceidentally discharged, wounding me in the
foot. I did not know at the time I had been wounded. It was
some hours afterwards when my foot started to pain me that I .
discovered what had heppened. I wae brought to the first aid
station and attﬁmﬂaﬁ'to by Dr. Jim Rysn {aftarwar&é Minister
for Agriculture) who removed the shot ana'dréqaad the wounds.

I dﬁ not know who sdmitted th&léaamgn, or vwho gueatinnﬂd them,
nor do I know what heppened them. I did not see them after the
shot hed been discharged. After my wound wes dressed I contin-
ued at my post and left it only for short periods for meals.

On some occasions the Cumann na mBan brought food to us at our
poste. On Tuesday James Connolly left the building to carry out
& reconnaissance; some time later he wae hrought in haﬂly-
wounded in the leg. He remained on a.'stretchar for the rest of
the week. We wore sniped at continually from various places,
particularly from Purcell's. From Wednesday on things were
gatﬂiﬁg rather kot. About this time we were alaﬁ-aubjected to
grenade attacks gslso principally from Purcell's and later we
were shelled from the Helge which wes snchored in the Liffey.

My fool continued to trnuhlé.me and I was somewhat lame. On one
occasion when a member of Cumanm na mBan brought food to

GOnndily and myaalf, Connolly turned to me and laughingly seid

"jts a grand thing to be wounded to get all this attention",
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On Wednesday night I was relieved for é few hours to get a sleep.

e Blept in our clothes on mattresses on the floor of a back room
This WEE the nnly 8leep I-had for the week. The shelling of the
building.increaged considerable on Thursday. -Earl? cthriday

_thé roof and upper par:ion:caught fire and soon the top of the
building was a mass of flame. During the day part of the roof
collapsed. The fire spread feny rapidly and on Friday morning

it had reached the ceiling of the ground flnor. It was then
decided to evacuata'the building. The evacuatinn was urderly

and well planneﬁ.,JWG left by the Henry St. door. ﬂﬂ each man
left he was given provisions to carry. I saw some carrying hams
and others cases of eggs. I was among the last group to leave.

I was not given anything to carry. I think the stock had been
cleared uuplbéfore my turn came. I was guite close to Cénmnlly
who wae carried on a stretcher. I-think the last two to leave
were Jgﬁk eand Georgs Plunkatt.. We crossed Henry Et..an& into
Henry Piace.. Our objective was Moore St., Henry Place connects
Henry 5t. with Moore 8t. It runs northwards frum Henry 8t. for
about 100 yards then turns sharp left. Some distanca,further-dn,
on the right is Moore Lene, at the top of which the British had a
barricade and several machine guns. The machine guns covered -the
Jjunction of Moore Lane and Henry Placé, and kept up continuous
fire. To get to Moore St. we had to pess this place. It was at
this spol we suffered a npmher of caesualties. We dashed acrosé _
singly. Those of us who got across safely got into buildings on
the right hand side and Broke our waﬁ from building to building
until we reached Moore St. We did the seme for some short
distance in Moore 8t. On Sat. morning we were lined up in a yard
off Moore St. where Pearse éddgeased ué. He said that in order tc
save the lives of the women it had been decided to surrender, that
we would probably not see him again. Some of the leadérélﬁight
be detained, but the men would be allowed to return to their homes
Later that day we were marched under our own officers to O'Connell

St. and halted opposite where the Gresham now stands. Here ve

, were scrutinized by detectives (G.Men) and afterwards ordered to
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Mlay down" arms., We were then merched to the grounds of the

Bﬂtunda'ﬁuspital. We were cbmﬁelled-by the British to lie down
on the wet ground, and were not given any foed or drink. We
remained like this all Sat. night. On Sunday morning we were
marched under.strong military guard to Richmond Barracks. as we

- passed through the streets some people ﬂeared us and appea:ad

ouT

very hoétile towards us. One of thg soldiers escorting us

snapped my watch frcm.mﬂ; I daia hot see it again. At Richmond
Bks. we were given bully beef ahd &Lg biscults but were not given
anything to drink — not even water.. We were again scrutinised |
by Gl.lMen who pointed out the leadaré., Thoee who had been pointed
were brought unﬂerlheavy gusrd@ to apother part of the Bks.

That night we ;ere_marcheﬁ to the Horth Wall and put aboard

cattle bnaté, On arriv;l in England I was sent to Knﬁtsford
Prison. After about 3 months I was transferred to Wandsworth
Prison. ﬂbcux_a week after my arrival'at Wandsworth I w;s brought
before the Sankey Commission and questinnad;ahnut my Volunteer:
activities and if I knew beforehand that the rising was to take .
place. I was then served with an intermment order twhich'i have
presented to the National Husems) and sent to Frongoch. I was
relegsed in July 1917. | '

(Signed} | ;W (’{W

(Datey __ 3 1 & By aeaf 1948.

Witnessed /Jé:maw@_.
S ;
Date __ g/ ° %ﬁ,?‘—zfi‘?:

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY '1913-;!
BURD STAIRE MILEATA 191321

1NO. W.S._ -_M.J-f . _i
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NAMBS OF VOLUNTEERS MENTIONED BY

James Goﬁnclly-
P.H.Fearse
Willie Pearse

© Liem GClarke

Mlchael Boland
Eemon Bulfin
Frank Sheridan
Sgt. Thompson
Frank Mackin
Eoin Mdﬂeill
Sean Fitzgibbon
Batt. Burke
Matt Caffery
Thos. Carmey
Michael Cowley
Micheel Cremin
Thos. Corbally

~ Paddie Donnelly

Ghaéq Donnelly
Henry Gennon
dack Keely

Joe Lee

1
Hugh Lee

Wme Mulvey
Dom. Hulvey

* Kdvin 0'Carroll

Pat O"Connor
¥m. Reilly

JAMBS EKENNY.

0/Cs G.P.0.Area

 Capt.B/Coy.4/Bn,

Lt E{Gﬂya 4}’5!1\.

do.

do.

- QeIf. B/Come4d/Er.

Instructor E/Co.4/Pn,

Michael Rodgers
James Sweeny
Pat Eweﬁny
James Waraick
Frank'Bufke

Briasn Joyce

~John Kilgallﬁnl

Conor McGinley
Bugan McGinley
Fintan Murphy -

Desmond Ryan

Patrick Slattery

Joseph Ewﬁﬂney___
Capt. Weafer

Dr. Jim Ryen '
Jack Plunkett
George Plunkett



