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ORIGINAL o v s

JOINT STATEMENT OF MICHAEXL SPILLANE P.C,

KILLARNEY K CO, KERRY AND MICHAEL J. G'SULLIVAN
5, NEW STREET, KILLARNEY, CO. KERRY, ’

PERIOD; NOVEMEER, 1913, TO EASTER  1916.

UNITS: KILLARNEY COMPANY AND KILLARNEY
BATTALION, I,V,
KILLARVEY I,.k.B, CIRCLIE,

On the 28th November, 1913, when a meeting of the Gaelic
Loague was in progress in An Dun, High Street, Killarney, a
stranger arrived and was met by An Seabhac (Mr. P, Sugrue) who was
one of the Irish teachers at the Classes, The stranger was, we °
pelieve, a Donegal man, but we do not know his name. An Seabhac
knew him and introduced him to those present. He said that he
came on behalf of the Headquarters of the Irish Volunteers to ask
thet a Company be formed in Killarney. He said it was_their
object to have one formed in every town and village in Ireland.

There and then all present decided to join and the Company
was formed, The following are the names of those present:-

iichael Spillane

Hichael J, 0'Sullivan

Sean 0'Cgsey.

Jame s Counihan

William D.F. 0'Syllivan
Jack 0'Shea

Michael F, (Honey) O'Donoghue
Pat 0'Shea
Mossy 0'Connor
Jerry Crowley
Christy Courtney
Jerry M, O'Sullivan
William Spillane
John illane
Denis Buckley
Pat Cronin

Tim 0'Sullivan
Jack Murphy

Pato Horgan
Jeremiah Mangan
George McGee
Johnny Clifford
Denis O'Shea
Danis 9'Sullivan
Teddy Lee

Con Ahern °

John Mangan

Dgn Mangan®

Pat O'Connor
Willie McCarthy
John MeCarthy

y Digk Fitzgerald

Tim Lyne

Denis Lyne
Peter Gardiner
Ned Hegarty

There may have been a few others; there were about 40 altogether
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At the time the Volunteers were started in Killarney no I.R.B.
organisation existed in the distriet. Early in 1914, however,
a small circle was organlised,with the following members:-

Mjchael Spillane

Micheel J, 0*Sullivan

Pat 0'Shea :
Miohsel ¥, (Boney) O*Donoghue
¥Mosgy 0*Connor :

Mjochael Spillane was centre, This circle did not make any active
effort to control the Volunteer organisation, and had no instruct-
ions to do so. Our policy was to let the Volunteer organisation
develop naturally, knowing that it included men of differen$
political opinions, :

No Chairman or Committee was appointed at the first meeting.
At a meeting held soon afterwards, however, the following Officers
and Committee were appointed:- :

Micheel Spillane: Chairman
William D.F. O'S@llivan:Treasurer
James Counihan: Secretary

Committee : Messrs. Michael J, 0'Sullivan, An Seabhac, Tadg Horgan,
Sean 0'Casey., This Committee had power of co-option, but did not
use' it. No limit was put on their term of office, and, in fact,
it continued until the middle of 1915, when the surrounding
districts were organised and the area became a Battalion., From
that point onwards the military organisation replaced the Committee
and representatives of the Companies from the Battalion area
attended meetings in Killarney. - Meetings of the Committee were
held as and when necessary, usually once & week or once every two
weeks, as ooccasion arose.

During the Winter months after the start drills were held on
two nights a week, and on another night a class for the instruction
of Officers was held, Imstruction was given by Sergeant John
McGovern, an ex-serviceman who had been appointed drill instructor,
In the Spring of 1914 the Officers visited the surrounding district
Ballyhar, Fossa, Beaufort, Listry, Glenflesk, Firies, Muckross,
Barraduff and Rathmore. Companies were formed in all these g
districts except Barraduff. The organisation grew apace and many
new members joined up in Killarney following public parades by the
original body. There was no sudden large influx of men into the
Volunteers, but a steady increase in strength up to September,
1914,

In June, 1914, Killarney Company was about 120 strong, in
Aygust it was unchanged, at the end of 1914 strength had fallen
to about 60, by the end of 1915 it was about 120, and at Easter,
1916, about 70,

i

The following Officers were elected soon after the formation
of*»the Company:-

Michael Spillane: Captain,
Michael J, 0*Sullivan: 1st Lieutenant,
Richard (Dick) Fitzgerald: 2nd Lieutenant.
) Micheel F. (Honey) ©'Donoghue: Adjutant.
Section Commenders: Johnnie Clifford, Maurice Horgan,
Willie McCarthy, Sean 0'Casey.
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They continued in office until re-elected in May, 1915, The
only change up to Easter, 1916, was that Pat 0'Shea replaced
U'Donoghue as Adjutant, IMichael Spillane and Lichael 7,
0'Sullivan acted as Commendant and Vice Commandant respectively
of the Killarney Battalion after its formation in May, 1915,
and up to Easter, 1916, as well as retaining their commands in
Killarney Company,

In June, 1914, the Company had no arms except four
miniature rifles (,22) for target practice. In August, 1914,
on the occasion of the Oiresachtas held at the Mansion, the
Killarney Yompany held its first parade armed with rifles and
bayonets, Those rifles and bayonets were got on loan from
the Kalem Film Company who were shooting films in the neighbour-
hood at the time, ’

At Easter, 1916, the arms of the Company consisted of :=-

52 Martini Enfield Single Shot rifles
3 Magazine Rifles
1@ Shot Guns
+ 15 Revolvers
1700 Rounds of .303 agmunition
500 Rounds of revolver ammunition
300 Ball cartridges
4 Hiniature Rifles.

Al11 the above arms had been purchased from the ¢'Rahilly,
40 Herbert Park, Dublin, in 1915, for £200, Ilicheel.Spillane, .
Iiichael J, 0"Sullivan, An Seabhac and William F, C*Sullivan went
to Dublin to effect the purchase of the armament. Arthur Hill
went also to pass judgment on the purchases. On that occasion
the O'Rghilly told the deputation there was no area he was more
ﬁ'}easad. with than East Kerry, because the area did not cost

adquarters a penny to organise or drill.

Early in September, 1914, some of the Killarney Volunteers
asked that an election of Officers be held as the existing ones
were elected when the number of Volunteers were small compared
with the present figure. A group met the night before the
election was to take Elaae and selected themselves for the
various positions, ugene 0*Syllivan, ex-IL.P, for East Kerry,
who was unseated on petition for intimidation, ete., some time
before, visited all the self-sslected Officers during the day
that the slection was to take place and marched them to the
Volunteer Hall at High Street at the head of from 30 to 40 men,
and more or less took the hall by storm, The Secretary, Jim
Counihan (deceased) approached Michael Spillane (the existing
Captain) to take the chair and Michael Spillane said, "I heard
the Horgans and Company met the night before and appointed
themselves last night as Officers™. Counihan said, "Bugene
0*Sylliven called on them to-day and they are all after with-
drawing in his favour”, Spillane said, "I do not want the job,
but if they are in dread of Eugene O'Sullivan, I am not, If
the majority of the men want me, I will act™,

Micheel Spillane wgs then grupuaad and seconded and he
then took the chair,. Etigeme ©'Sulliven protested and claimed
it as his right,as Chairman of the Urban Council, to be appointed
Captain of the Volunteers. Spillane replied, "} do not want
the job but if the men want me, I will act", 0'Sullivan

replied, I know that, and you would be surprised how much I know".
Spillene -said, pointing to a man in front, '"That man told you",
The man pointed out by Spillane admitted giving all information
in connection with the Volunteers to Mr, 0*Sullivan, Spillane
replied, "You came here and want to associate with the men whose
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secrets you are after betraying". Spillane then asked all
who wanted him as Captain to to the right of the hall,
There were very few left for 0'"Sulliven and he left the hall,
after pouring personal abuse at An Seabhac, with a good deal
less followers than came with him, All the o0ld existing
officers were mlected.

There were four live circles of the Irish Republican
Brotherhood in the Killarney Company, and their influence in ‘
the Gaelic League and other Committees was most essential,

As a result, we were able to take advantage of the Oireachtas

in August, 1914, and have the Officers and men of the Volunteers
in charge of the greatest week of music, song, and Volunteer
parades even seen in Xerry, On the opening day - Sunday -
thousands of people came from Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Waterford,
Athlone, etc., About 16 bands, brass, fife and drum, and
pipers, supplied music for thousands of Volunteers marchin
through the decorated streets of Killarney to the Western Demesne,
On Wednesﬁay, the 3rd day, the growing strength and ardour of the
Volunteer forces in Kerry was apparent. Competitions in all
forms of signalling and drill were held throughout the day in the
deme sne , ompanies from Limerick, Cork, and all over Kerry
competed. The thousands that lined the streets simply went mad
when the Killarney Company marched out of An Ddn, High Street,
Killarney, fully armed with rifles, bayonets and ammunition led
by Captain Michael Spillane, the son of an old Fenian. The
twelve R.I.C. men at the Market Cross got dumbfounded and could
not move, The Cfficers and men of the Volunteers were €ntitled
to a good deal of credit for the outstanding success of the
Oireachtas. :

Some of the Volunteers wanted a pplit when they heard of
other Companies, Captain M, Spillane always kept in mind that
the Treasurer and Secretary were Redmondites and held over £200,
which sum he did not want to lose. It was Spillane who asked
that William D.F. 0*Syllivan (the Treasurer) be appointed on the
deputation to go to Dublin for the purchase of arms, The bulk of
the Volunteers thought that everything was spoiled when Hill&am
0'Sylliven was put on the party for the purchase of the arms} but
S?illane knew best and managed to give ™the slip" in Dublin to
0¥Sylliven and Arthur Hill while he and An Seabhac went to The
O'Rghilly at 49, Herbert Park, Dublin, and arranged for the

urchase of the guns and to have them removed to ¥helans on the
Euay on Monday morning where they were to take O'Sullivan and Hill
and get them to pay for the guns under the impression that they
were being purchased from Whelans. ©0'Sullivan paid over the

£200 for the arms, as arranged, and got a recelpt for same pay-
ment, Eventually the guns were delivered to Killarney to Mr,
William 0*Sullivan, consigned as Hardware, and afterwards lr,
0'Sylliven, who, although a Redmondite, was one of the staunchest
supporters of the Volunteers and fought that we should have the
guns, which we kept.

On Whit Sunday, 1915, Professor Eoin Maclleill presented

the Colours to the Kerry Brigade, which were blessed by the

Revd, Father Ferris, re was hardly a townland in “erry that
was not represented in the Volunteers that took part in the Mareh
Past in the old Sportsfield on the banks of the Hiver Flesk,
Killarney, under the commend of Austin Stack and Company Captains,
Thet day finished the recruiting campaign in Killarney for the
British Army and raised the prestige of the Officers and men ob
the Killarney Company who carried out all the arrangements to make
the day such a success.
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Later the same-year Tom O'Donnell, M.P. was the

Rrincipal speaker at a recruiting meeting for the British

rmy in College Square, Killarnmey, surrounded by soldiers
and R.I.C, The Volunteer Pipers' Band of Killarney,
followed by Commandant Michael Spillane and Vice Commandant
lichael 7, ©'Sullivan leading a fully armed Company, marched
up and down through the recruiting meeting, and all present,
except Military and Police, followed the Volunueers, and this
finished all active/recruiting in this area, They were
never after able to get anyone to preside at their meetings,
and the late Sir Morgan 0'Connell warned the Lord Lieutenant
that recruiting was finished by the liberty given to avowed
gro-ﬂerman and anti-recruiting Sinn Fein Volunteers of
illarney.

There were three ex-servicemen in the Company in the
early stages, viz,, Arthur Hill, Charlie Dyche and John
MeGovern., Noné of them was serving in the Company at Egster,
1916, :

There was no actual split in the Killarney Gnmpang.
There was a period of inmactivity following the general Split
in the organisation., We did not force the issue, as the
Treasurer was a supporter of Redmond's and held the 2200 which
we wanted to use for the purchase of arms, The result of our
waiting policy was_that the fund was saved and the arms
purchased for the Irish Volunteers, There was some reduction
in strength when we actively resumed, but it was not serious,

A1l the big parades of the Kerry Volunteers were held
in ¥illarney, but the Company took part in a parade at
Caherciveen,

The active Companies in the Killarmey Battalion area at
Easter, 1916, were:-

Killarney, Captain Michael Spillane,
Rathmore , 2 Dagniel Dennehy, :
Listry, " Deniel J, Allman, .
Ballyhar, s Timothy O'Leary.

In the Summer of 1915, Commendant Michael Spillane got
orders from Austin Stack to 1ns§:ct and report on the
possibility of landing arms at Kenmare. carried out the
inspection with Vice Commandant Michael J, 0'Sulliven and
Ajjutant Pat O'Shea and reported to Stack,

About the end of 1915 Alfred Cotton told Michael Spillane
that the Rising would take place on St. Patrick's Day or 4t
Easter, 1916.

On Holy Thursday, 20th April, 1916, a despatch carrier
named Carroll, now dead, a native of North Kerry, arrived in
Killarney from Dublin and gave Michael Spillane despatche& to
be delivered to His Lordship, Most Bev. Dr, Mangan, Bishop of
Kerry. Carroll also had despatches for Austin Stack, Tralee,
Carroll stated that they were very short of reliable men at
headquarters to bring messages to the provinces, and that the
train had been searched three times for him, Iichael Spillane
delivered the messages to the Bishop, but had no knowledge,
then or afterwards, of thelr contents.

Austin Stack had sent a message to Killarney that day
for someone to come to Tralee to see him, Michael J,
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@'Sullivan went and took Carroll with him to Stack, to whom
Carroll delivered his despatches, After Carroll left,
0*Syllivan had a conference with Stack and Paddy Cahill, Stack
then told O'Sullivan that a boat with arms was due to arrive in
Fenit on Sunday morning and that a pilot had been arranged for
at Leary's Island. He said the Rising was timed for Easter
Sunday night. There was a long discusgssion on the questions of
having a train in Fenit at the right time, the number of wagons
that would be needed, the time it would take fo unlcad the boat,
the number of men necessary for the unloading, and similar

‘'matters, ©'Sullivan understood that the arms were for distribu-

tion in Kerry, Cork, Limerick, Clare and Galway, and that the
Kerry Brigade would be responsible for the safe delivery of the
main portion of the cargo at Newcastlewest by rall, afterwards
distributing portion of the cargo at Cork and Kerry, All
Officers were to avoid arrest. The Killarney Battalion woald
not be engaged in the dlstribution of the arms, The orders for
the Battalion were to cut the cable wires which ran from Valentia
through Killarney at midnight on Easter Sunday night, then join
forces with Bastleislend, move towards Newcastle West and await
further orders,

0*Syllivan asked Stack a number of questions about the
arms and the boat. In reply Stack said he thought there would
be a number of machine gums, but did not know if there would be
men to man them, He said everything would be alright about the
boat and that the train was to be commandeered, 0'Sullivan
finally asked if the orders were definite and specific and Stack
said, "You come over again on Sunday morning™. The conference
lasted about two hours,

0'Syllivan arrived back in Killarney about 9.30 p.m. on
the same nizht and went direct to the Volunteer Hall in High
Street where Spillene was drilling the Killarney Company.
told Spillane the substance of his discussion with Stack and
Cahill, and Spillane issued orders that no men were %o leave town
for the week-end.

After the parada was over An Seabhac arrived. Spillane
and ©'Sullivan discussed the matter with him, Stack had given
orders that everything was to be kept secret, but Spillane,
0'Sullivan and An Seabhac had always shared confidences. An
Seabhae was thinking of going, to Dublin next deay, and Spillane
told him what Carroll had said about the shortage of reliable
messengers in Dublin., An Seabhec went to Dublin on Good Friday,
passed through Killarney on his way to Tralee on Easter Saturday
and returned to Killarney on Easter Sunday morning.

No orders were received on Friday or Saturday.
Preparations were made for the mobilisation on Easter Sunday night
Volunteers were ordered to stand by and not leave the town, %o
see that their arms were in perfect order, and to be ready to
parade at short notice with 24 hours rations. It was decided
thet the Listry Company would cut the cables on the Killorglin-
Ejllamey Road, end that the Xillarney Company would break up
the instruments in the Killarney Post Office. Stack had given
no instructions as to what action was to be taken against the
police.
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The following is a list of the men who were standing by
for mobilisation on Sunday:-

HMichael Spillane
¥Michael J, 0"Sullivan
An Seabhac 5
Dick Fitzgerald

Pat 0!Shen

Sedn 0'Casey

John Randles
Mogs O*Connor

Pat, 0*Connor

Jim (Jumbo)} O*Connor
Jeremiah Crowley
Johnny Clifford
Denis O'Shea .
Tim MeGillicuddy
William MoCarthy
Jack Murphy
Maurice Horgan

Pato Horgan

Thade Sugrue
Jeremiah Coffey

John Spillane
gnn Aheﬁgc

ugene art .
Con Murphy e

Bi11 O'Leary

Jaock Hartnett
Tadg Kerrisk
Jeremiah M, 0"Sullivan
Diarmid Brosnan
Eddie Doyle
George e

ﬂcﬂﬂgﬂn O'LBB,

Frank Hugh ©'Donnell
John Mangan

Willie Horgan
Dgnis 0'Sullivan
Dinnie 0*Suilivan
John Murphy
Jim Galvin
Joe Willis
Dgniel 0*Connor -
Matt Courtney
Tom Hill
Billy 0'Brien
Ghrist{ Courtney
Denis Lyne
Tim Lyne

Tim O'Sulliven

Roger MgCarthy
Michael Tagney

Bill Ahern

Jomn McCarthy

Denis Buckley

When An Seabhac arrived back in Killarmey from Tralee
on Easter Sunday morning he went to the Volunteer Hall, met
Michael Spillane and informed him that he had been speaking
to Monteith in Tralee, and that he had delivered to nteith
orders from G.E.Q. Monteith said to An Seabhac that he could
not understand why headquarters put him in Kerry where he did
not know an ineoh of the ground or a single man, The arms and
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ammunition were at the bottom of the ocean, and what ammunition
was on hands would hardly suffice to give a round per head,

Also on Egster Sunday morning, as previcusly arranged with
Aystin Stack, Michael J, 0'Sullivan cyoled to Tra{ee. nﬁis
instructions from Michael Spillane were to remain in Tralee until
5 p.m, and then return to Killarney with final orders, In
Tralee Michael J, 0'Sullivan was asked by Paddy Cahill if he would
be willing to take Monteith with him to Killarney, as it was a
more mountainous distriot where he could be more easily hidden,
O*Syllivan agreed, but later in the day this was changed and it
was deoided that Monteith would march out to Ballymacelligott in
the midst of the Ballymacelligott Company when the men were
returning to their own area,

About 3,30 p.m, on Easter Sunday Plerce MeCann, Cashel
arrived in Killarney in his own car and gave McNeill's cancellatic
order to Miohael Spillane verbally. MeCenn and Spillane were
old friends; both had been at the Officers' Training Camp in
Athlone in the previous September, Richard Fitzgerald, ~
Lieutenant in Killarney Company, was at that Camp also, On
enquiry by Spillane as to how he had received the cancellation .
order, MoCann said that he had received it from The O'Rahilly
who was on his way to Limerick to deliver a similar order there.
MoCenn asked Spillane to send the order on to Tralee, and to
make sure it arrived there before 5 p.m. Spillane sent James
Galvin, a member of the Killarney Compeny and a native of Tralee,
to Tralee with the order.

Michael Spillane then issued the cancellation order to the
Companies under his command in the Killarney Battalion area, viz.,
Rathmore , Ballyhar, Listry and Killarney. This stopped all
mobilisation in the area on Easter Sunday.

Michael J. 0'Sullivan returned to Killarney from Tralee
about 6,30 p.m, on Easter Sunda¥. He informed Michael Spillane
of the different happenings in Tralee and told him that the
cancellation order had been received while he was there,

Spillane told O'Sullivan of McCann's visit during his absence,
how MeCann had got stranded without petrol, and that five gallons
were supplied to him without a permit by John Thompson, Garage
Oymer, Killarney, s

An Seabhac had remained in Killarney all day on Sunday, and
on Hﬁnﬁag‘he went to Caherciveen, Pat 0"Shea and Jerry Sullivan
went to Cork on Mondey, but came back that night without any
additional informatiocon.

On Easter Tuesday evening, about 7,30 p.m,, Liam Soully, a
native of Glenbeigh arrived.from Brigade Headquarters, Tralee,
with orders to go out at midnight, Hichael Spillane was pre-
Earing desfatchas in accordance with this order to send 1o

athmore, Listry and Ballyhar when Scully returned and sald not
to send them out as further orders were coming. We do not know
the explanation of this, but doubt if Scully could have got in
touch with Tralee in the short time that elapsed between his firs
and second visit. Kathleen 0'Sullivan had arrived in Killarney
from Csherciveen looking for information or instructigns Sémﬁ
Michael Spillene had given her, for Piarmuid O'Comne{{y Q€
Cgherciveen, the order given by Scully, and she was.about to
leave when $uully returned and cancelled it,
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About an hour later Con Brosnan, a naetive of Tralee,
brought a despatch from there. It was, "Did Cork act, or will
Cork act ?" Paddy Cehill was anxious to get Cork, Kerry and
Limerick out together. That despatch was carried by Jerry
Coffey, Killarney, to Dan Demmnehy, Captain of the Rathmore
Company . Coffey was ordered not to leave Rathmore until the
me ssage was sent to Millstreet, Coffey reported back, saying
that John Linehan, Rathmore, had carried the despateh and
delivered it to Carmody and Twomey, Millstreet.

On Wednesday morning a despateh rider named Jack O'Leary
from Tralee arrived to Mjchael Spillane enquiring of the where-
abouts of Con Bripsnan, and if Michael Spillane had got the
de spateh entrusted to Brosnan on the previous day. ' Spillane
told O'Leary that he had ordered Brosnan to go to bed at Spicer's,
Killarney, as he was completely worn out and was suffering from a
disability to his eye, He informed O'leary that Brosnan had
delivered the despatch, that it had been ssnt on to Millstreet,
but that no answer had been received from Cork., No reply was
received from Cork to that despatch as far as we know,

Considerable tension had developed in Kerry from Good
Friday onwards, In Killarney all cars were commendeered by the
Bﬁlice and no petrol could ve sold without a permit from them,

is was one result of Casement's laending at Banna, the disaster
at Ballykissane FPier, Killorglin, where the car ran into the
Laune, and the breaking down of the second ocar on that mission
two miles outside Killarney, near Laccabane, All this caused a
state of unrest and made the police very active and alert.
Micheel Spillane spoke to Jimmie French on the street and asked
him why his car had been commandeered. A policeman named
U;Keeffe called French and asked him what Spillane was saying to
him, =

We had orders to evade arrest. This, with the unrest and
uncertainty which prevailed, placed Killarmey in what may be
termed a state of seige and gave an air of war to the place.

Al) were keyed up, and the police being.on the qui vive oreated -
in Killarney a state that did not exist in hardly any other part
of the country. The Officers were doing their best to keep
everything up to piteh and have their men ready to go out, but
all the orders, one cancelling another, caused undue worry and
uncertainty, = The shooting of two pclicemen by Jimmie Riordan
at Firies on Easter Saturday added to the tension and to the
alertness of the police. very Volunteer was a marked man,
To carry out orders, which were carried out, was extremely
difficult, but, in spite of this, everything was ready and a
state of preparedness existed to the last detail, All orders
were carried out conscientiously.

On the 4th May, 1916, the Very Revd. P.J. Fitzgerald,
Aam,, V.F., called on Commendant M, Spillene and asked him to
get Nis men to take their guns to the Barracks (New Hotel at
the Railway) as the Connaught Rangers hed arrived from Dublin
"mad for fight™. Spillene asked Fr, Fitzgerald what were his
terms and he replied that he had nome, Spillane refused to
ask the men to take their guns to the Barracks and told Fr,
Fitzgerald that the men of Kerry could fight as well as the men
of Dublin, If ha was prepared that the Military would allow
the men to hand in their erms at the Presbytery at a convenlent
time that night, Micheel Spillane would ask the men to do so,
Fr, Pitzgerald went away and returned later and they (the
Military) egreed to the terms, Late that night about 20

-
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worthless guns and revolvers were deposited at the
Presbytery, the Volunteers retaining the best of the arms
and the bulk of the ammunition which was placed in hiding.
Eventually those guns and ammunition were used in 1920-
1921 by the Active Service Unit, The Military entered
the Presbytery by the demespme and took possession of the
guns and ammunltion handed over and left again by the same

way, so that very few people 1ln town were aware of what
took place. :

On May 7th or 8th, 1916, Commandant M, Spillane,
Vice Commandant Michael J, 0'Sullivan, Adjutant Pat 0'Shea,

Liesutenant Dick Fitzgagald and Willie Horgan were arrested .

by the R.I.C., under Sergeant Deasy, and Military, under
Captain Robinson of the Connaught Eangers. They were
taken to the R.I.C. Barracks and removed the following
morning to the Military Barracks at the Railway New Hotel,
The morning after all were removed to the Victoria
Barracks Military Prison, Cork, Tom Kent was shot a
couple of hours before the Killarney prisoners arrived.

His brother Pavid was brought in wounded a few days after,

Tomds MacCurtain and a great deal of men from West Cork
were there, All were in solitary confinement for the
first week, For the next week an hour's exercise was
iven., Then 46 prisoners were taken to the Richmond
arracks, Dublin, in which were included the Killarney men,
and put into No, 3 and 4 rooms of M, Block - 24 men in each
room, The men decided to appoint a leeder who would speak
and act on their behalf., Tomds MacCurtain was chosen as
lesder for No, 3 and Michael Spillane, Killarney, was
chosen as leader for Mo, 4 room, After ten or twelve days
Spillene was changed to No, 1 room and again appointed
leader of that room, This room had about tweniy young
fellows from Galway, d from about 16 to 18 years, and
also there were Larry Redmond of Ringsend, Dublin, Sonn 7.
Dunne, Dublin, and young O'Leary of Wexford, An Officer
of the Sherwood Foresters called to all rooms asking if
there were any complaints, Spillane mede several ocomplaint
and the Officer said, "I never called here but you had
complaints™,  Spillane replied, "Is not that what you
came for, it is terrible if a man with diarrhoea is not
allowed %o go to the lavatory. ©One of the men asked
several times last.night and was refused. In the end
he soiled his blanket and used the mug he had for tea”.
Spillane and the Officer parted in bad friends. _ About
an hour after an Officer, who, I learned, was a Dublin
Doctor, called,Spillane asked him for a bucket for sanitary
purposes and a towel and a piece of soap and brush to clean
the room where 24 men had to spend all day and night.
said, "What can 1 do - remember you are prisoners’,
Spillane replied, "Would you forget you were a prisoper if
you had to use the mug you drink out of and soll the
blanket you sleep on. Come in and see the blanket this
young fellow has to sleep on and the mug he is supposed
to drink out of and just tell the people how we are treated
and we will not complain®. A coupls of hours later a
Sergeant celled and asked Spillane to "fall in" four men
who would march to the stores under an armed escort. ife
ot all we demended, including shirts. ©On the way back %o
0. 1 room Spillane said to the Sergeant there was noi
much good in putting on a clean shirt on a body covered
with vermin, DHe agreed and said he would do his best and
called later and told Spillene to fall in 12 uen for a
bath, After taking the baths Spillene ordered the men to
wash their dirty shirts in the baths, which conteained a
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good deal of Jeyes Fluid, A couple of days later Spillane was
changed to L, Block and was again chosen as leader of No. 3 roon.
At this time nearly all the rooms were becoming vacant as the
Erimners were being deported, and those remaining were for
ourtmartial. Some of those were: Austin Stack, Con Collins,
Sedn MacEntee, Michael J, O'Connor.- A few days after a nice,
friendly Officer of the Sherwood Forresters asked Michael Spillane
if there was anyone who would give him a character, Spillans
said that he thought William Martin, J.P., of Killarnmey, who
differed from him jin religion and politics, a truthful and honest
man, end that he (Michael Spillane)} would abide by what he said,
would supply the reference, Sergeant French end others of the
P.I.C. from Killarney arrived to give evidence against Spillane,
A couple of days after, the few that were left were having their
20 minutes exercise when an Officer of the Sherwood Foresters
told Spillane "fall out™, The Officer produced a letter and said
to Spillane, "You ought to be proud™, and gave him Mr, Martin's
character to read, This is what was said in ¥r. lartin®'s letter :
"If I nad been asked to pick out the most exemplary man in
Eillarney, I would pick out ¥Mr, Michael Spillane. Yours, Wm,
WNartin J.P."

The following evening a party for deportation were
icked and marched to the North Wall under an escort of the
blin Fusiliers, and thousands lined the streets and gave the
prisoners a great send off. The next morning the prisoners
found themselves in EKnutsford Prison and after about three
weeks they were transferred to Frongoch,
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