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The attached statement, éovering fourteen pages of
foolscap typed in double spacing, was dictated by Mr. Sean
Fitzgibbon to a stenographer from the Bureau in my '
presence on 20th June, 1947.

His memory was extremely clear, and he dictated his
story in an orderly and unhesitating fashion, adding to
or extending it from time to time as I dreﬁ his attention
to «the desirability uf developing certain points. .
Cccasionally he asked that the stenographer should read
the text back to him, and when he had apprnved it he

passed on to the next stage.

The work proLeeded in this orderly fashion right
through, and when; it was complete he was satisfied that

it represented ex?ctly what he knew.
|

On page 5 the following paragraph appears:-

"Some years ago I was asked by Commandant Joseph .
Q'Connor Dflthe 3rd Battalion, Dublin I.R.A., tO
give him s brief statement of the crganisation of
the original 3rd Battalion as the 0ld I.R.A.
Organisation in Dublin was asking him to gather
varticulars of the growth of the movement from the
surviving members. -I append a copy of the
statement whieh deals very briefly with the early
history of the 3rd Dublin Battalion,

"(Note; Statement to be attached at this point)."

Mr, Fitzgibbon could not find the statemeﬁt referred
to at the time of my visit, but said that he would look it
up and attach it when signing the draft with which we were
then dealing. Unfortunately he died before completing
the statement, and this page, therefore, remains incomplete
a5 regards the enclosure.

I understand, however, that Mr. Seumas O'Connor,
a colleague of his, is in possession of Fitzgibbon's
papers, and the missing statement may possibly be traced.

If so, I will attach a copy to this statement,



As already indicated, the attached a#afem&nt was not
signed by Mr. Fitzgibbon, as he died before he could finish
it, but I am satisefied from what he said in1the course of
the meeting at which he dictated it, and ﬁn subsequent
occasions when I spoke to him on the telephnne, that it
represents exactly what he wished to place on record, and

exactly what he remenmbered as the facts within his own
knowledge,

v

DIRECTOR.

1%- !?*HSE



STATEMENT BY MR. SBEAN FITZGIBBON, <20TH JUNE, 1947.

Three main organisations were concerned in the Rising of
1916, - The Irish Repﬂblicap Brotherhood, the Citizen Army and
the Irish Volunteers. There were other auxilisry organisations,

such as Cumann na mBan, na Fianna. b,

The Rising was not piannaﬂ, organised, or even discussed by
the Executive of the vglunieers, which was the gbverning body of
that organiaatinn.- This is maﬁa.claar inzletter$ that Frofessor
McNeill wrote to the Irish Press Newspaper dated!28th and 3lst

ey, 1935.

I was never a member of the Irish.Rapuhlicaq Brotherhood
although I wae asked on numerous occasions to jaén. 4B &
schoolboy I joined the Iriﬁh classes in the Ceittc Literary
Soclety, Lower Abbey Street, under the late William Rooney.

I used to attend their literary meetings on Frida? nights, and
there I firet sew end heard Arthur Griffith - that would
be ebout 1899. I bought the first issue of his p%perf"The
United Irishmaﬁ“ and I became a ﬂtaunnh‘aupporterldf his !u

-

policy and remained so to the end.

I was one of the founders of the Gaelic Athletic end
Literary Clubs in Rathmines, which subsegquently became the

Eire Og Branch of Sinn Féin.

Barly on I became aware of the exXistence of the Irish
Republican Brotherhood and that suitable young men in the
Ggelic end similsr movemenis were being aake& td'jain. My
views on secret societies were 1argely.tho§e_of John M%tahﬂll,

namaly, the futility of a home organisation in Ireland.

I,'howaver, always maintained friendly Qo-npeﬁatiun with
I.R.B. men, but when I found that they were trying to force
Griffith to adapt his policy to theirs and that I.R.B. men

in the Sinn Fein mewvement were.forced into a position of
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cpposition in their own orgenisation, I coneluded that it
wpuld be better if I retained my own freedom of opinion and
not be subject to the dictates of the Supreme Guuncil'af a
secret organiaatinnT '

The legst time I was asked to join the crganisatiﬁn wag at

the outbreak of the 1914/1918 war by Sean McDermott.

Thé main argument he mentioned was that in our_ﬁay the
national movement was kept alive by memory of the sscrifices
of the Manchester Martyre, and that the national sentiment
voted by that act should be reinfc:ced by action.in:our day.
The idea that the national movement in my time should be merely
one to provide further martiyrs instead of being directed to a

successful termination of our struggle for indspendence.did

not appeal to me.

L]

Another argument which, of course, was of & méra practical
nature, was that when men were wanted t¢ take part in the
gun-running for the Volunteers, it wes only necessary to

apply to the I.R.B.

I mention this matter of the I.R.B. to show that both
in the Simm Ebin organisation and subsequently ;ngthe Irish’
Volunteers, while maintaining friendly relations with the
Repﬁblicans, I at the seme time was quite inﬂependant in the.
formation of my judgment on matters of natiunal:pnlicy, and
when at the first meeting of the Provisional Committee of the
Volunteers I saw that nearly all those presant:wéra members
of the I.R.B., I became more determined that even on matters of
detail I would just act on my nwn.;uﬂgmant and even went out of
my way at times to adopt a different line frﬁm-that'follnwsd
by Bulmer Hobson, whom I regarded then inaccurately, as I

subsequently found out, as an extreme delegate of the I.R.B.
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The formation of the Ulster Volunteere natursaslly anuugﬁ
set many ﬁatinnaliat5=th1nking that a national vcluntaar
organisation should glso be formed, and I remember chatting
over the matter one time with Eamon.ceannmlwho was a féllawl1

ufficial_wiﬁh me in the Dublin Corporation.

One evening in the autumn of 1913, Ceannt infnrmaﬁ me
that a meeting was to be held within a day or:ad in, Wynn's
Hotel of a number of people fram national organisations %o
coneider the advisability of starting en Irish ?nluntqer
Force, and thet I waee invited to attend. I wéa'?arhally :
invited by Cesnnt. That was the only invitation I remember
getting that time.

In my position in the national movement I was Chairman
of the Centrsl Branch of éinn.Fein Haadquhrtars at 6 Harcuurt
Street. I attended the first meeting asnd Professor Mdﬂeill

wae in thﬂ chair.

Bulmer Hobson, in his.Hiatnry of the Volunteers, gives
the list of those who attended the first meeting,,but éhrnugh .
inadvertence, he omitted the name of Seumas O'Connor, otherwise’
the 1list,s0 far as'my;memofy went, 1is complete. |

After general agreement was reached on the aﬂvipability1

of the proposal, it was then pnihted out by some of the members
that all those present wara,hroaély speeking of théjcnafadhnml'
of thought, i.e. Sinn Fein, Gaelic League, I.R.B., and %t was
agreed to by all that the basis of the Provisional dbmmittae
should be widened and auitable people, known as supportars of
the Irish Parlismentary Pﬁrty, Hhould be asked to jnin the
Committoe. Eamnn Ceannt suggested Lawrance Je Kattle, and

S. 0' Gnnnnr, John .Gore, Solicitor, and aome other names.

Kettle agreed to join and bruught along with him & friend,
George Walsh of Haruld's Grnsa. Seumas O'Connor suggested

John' Gore and Peter O'Reilly, a member of the Ancient Order
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of Hibernianms., O0'Reilly joined and brought in with him

another member of the Order, Michael J. Judge.

Arthﬁr.Gfifﬂith wasg nﬂt“aakéd on the Provisional Comml t hee.
because his presence: would be considered as limking the thing
too definitely with the Sinn Fein orgenisation and with the

opposition of Mr. Redmond.

The .object of the Volunteers was, while securing that there

‘should be a.prapdndﬂrence of men of separatist tanﬂa#ciea, at

the same time the organisation shnﬁlﬁ be sufficiently broad to

include supporters of the Irish Perliementary Party,’otherwise

it would lose its national appeal and become a sectional

organisation. _ . : X

I suggested Thomas licDonagh on the inﬂarréct.agadmptian
that qéiwaé-aasnciata& with, if not s member of the Young
Ireland Branch of the United Irish League, which waé 1argely_
composed of University men. I afterwards mantinneﬁ1fhia to
McDonagh who at once abused me that he had no cnnnaétiun with
the party at any time. | ) ’ |

Among the: men who attended the firet meeting wﬁﬁ W.J.Ryan
(who was a close friend of Tom Clarke), Chief News.ﬁriter-in the
Irish Independent, but he did not dﬁtanﬂ any furthdr;maétinga.
He was not e. member of any organisation and not af;tﬂs type to
work on Committees. A jﬁurnaliat‘s duties would rétﬁen_
interfere with such work. The movement, however, ﬁa@”his

bleseing.

_After the m55$1hg in the Rotunds. Rink which iﬁahgurated
-the Volunteer Movement, the-dummittEEgﬂem about thblharﬁ uphill
work of orgaﬁiaing and training the new racrui;s. This period’
is dealt with in Bulmer Hobson's History and in The O'Rehilly's
Pamphlet entitled "The Secret History of’ the Iriaq Volunteera".,

It is uﬁnaceasary to go over that maiter again.
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é‘ome years agu I-ﬁaﬂ asked by G.'u:nnuandalnt-a'bﬁeph D.‘Gbnnj:r
of the 3rd Battalion, DubTin I.R.A. » ti:'givé him a brief |
statement of the organisat:ll.q:}'.uf the: arig'inal Brd Battslion as
the 0ld I.R.A. Drganiaﬁ-t:!.pn :tm Dublin was esking him to .gather
particulars of the growth of the movement from the auririiving
mémhers.._- 1 append a copy of the statement which desals *:.rery
briefly with the: early history of the 3rd Dublin Battﬁlinn-

(Note: Statement to be attached at this point). -
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The nﬂmiaaigp of tha'Radmnpﬂ Nominees.

From spring of 1914 the relations: between the volﬁh#aafé and
the Iriah-énrliamentarr farty were critical and there had been
discuéaionﬁ between Prnﬂﬁésur Macleill and the parliaménﬁary
leaders which were auhﬂaquantly reported on to the Volunteer
Executive by MacNeill. o - . f

- ' .

I cennot sﬁy who made tha}first approach, whatheflmacﬁéilm.
through the parliamentary leaders, or they to him, but from a
knowledge of Haaﬂhill I don't think it likely that ha himaalf

of his own initiativa would go to tha FParty.

-

No actlon was taken. by the Provisional Gemmittea”oﬁ thisl
matter, and we waited for ﬁiractiun by kr. Redmond. That was
disclosed at an early date by the appearance of his latter in
the daily papers calling on the Provisional Gcmmittee tn admit to

its membership twenty-five nominees of his own.

"I had to go dewn_the couniry convalescing after-én.illneaa
in'the late spring of 1915 and when I came back I went and
.attended the next meeting of the Provisionsl Gommittaa. MacNelll
made & statement of these discussions. That was tha_firat I
heard of #t. .

Metters had not reached anything like & final stage far

McNeill to consider it neéessary to bring ;t heforehﬁhé Committes..
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Redmond's Letters in the Papers. U
This matter of the leader of the Wational Party had,
of course, to be considered at the next meeting of the '
Prﬁviaiﬁnal Committee.

I had a couple of interviews with Arthur Griffihh whnm
I kﬂpt posted un.tha davalopments.

He strongly opposed the admission of the Radmonﬂiﬁeé and
stated in his opinion that it was a manoeuvre by the Brifish
Government to render the Volunteer orgenisation innaﬁﬁéué.
These views wErE expraagad in his leading arﬁiélaﬂ=in ﬁib

weekly paper "Sinn Féin" at the time.

The Provisional Committee met in & strained at@dapﬂera.
There was a full attendance with the exception nnly uf énﬂ
absentee, Thomas McDonagh, who was dowm presiding o?ar 8
¢antra for the Intermediate ExXsminations which were at tha time
taking place, but whn,wrnta g letter to the meeting a;prassing

hie views which were not favourable to Mr. Redmond's proposals.

MacNeill presided at the meeting. in the Volunteer 0ffice,

Pearse Street, and the Committee: were arranged around the tdbl%,
T

Colonel Moore, Cesement, being on Mﬁﬂﬁﬂill'ﬂ'lﬂﬂt? félmnwad

-by myself, Eemon Mertin and Liam Mellows, who was Secretary

of the organisation. The position on MacNeill's rignt _

was occupled by Hobson. He told me that he deliberately

took up that position so that he would be sble to wind up

the debate, e MacNeill asked each member of the Comidttes
in rotation starting-on his left, for his views. MacNeill

read a statement in.which he proposed the admission of Mr.
Redmond 's nominees, but it was clear that it was wifﬁ his
reluctance and with the intention of aveiding a spliﬁ at a very
cr;tical stage inithe national movement. Colonel Moore and
Casement followed with reluctant support. Then I spoke in

opposition, followed by Bamon Martin and so on round the table -
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Pearse, Cesnnt, M.J. iUdgﬂ (to our surprise he was a member
of the fAncient Order of Hiberniana), Piafﬂa EBeaslai, Gon
Colbert, Liam Ha;Inwa, Eean'HGDErmutt- (We were scattered
round the fnnmi1 All these were members. of the I.R.B@-ﬁith
the exception of ﬁ:J. Judge and myself. ?

These men opposed it. The vote was taken: and ty% propossal
passed by a large majority, quann, winding up the deﬁat; in a
gpeach in which he made #t clear their decision was being taken
.nnt'mﬂraly for the pﬁrpuaﬂ of aveiding & national split at
thia “tims, hut 1eaving'nnbudy under any illusinn a8 tu his
views on Mr. Redmond's dictatorial attitudes. '

Within a day or twu 8 maating of the oppoaitim mamhers
was called for Wynn's Hotel to dacida their attitude towarda
the movement in view of the decision of the_Prcvisicnal

Gnmmiﬁtaaa

Griiffith,. whom I consulted, was strongly of opinibn that

- there shnuld be.-no resignations, quoting the opinion: af Jna-

Bigger “Havsr resign".
. . e by

P.H. Pearse was not able to attend the meeting,, but. he. .

‘telephoned before the meeting that he would. act in common with

whatever action the Committee took,but making .a stroné plea
that there should be nnlrecr}m&natiun in the WHy'nf-Lﬁbraiding
by the'majcrity*nr,aur-éolleagues who had taken ar&ifferant
course and opposed us at the meeting. The cunrerenéa issued a
brief statement to the Press snd we gll signed, Exprﬂlaeﬂ our
intention of ramaining in the Volunteers in accnrdanee with

our original policy.

In aubﬂaquéht mon;hsﬁwhah.I-ba&amh ﬁﬂre intima%huwith
Hobson, we discussed ﬁya maeeting ﬁnﬂ the whole posi;ibn at the
time. He told me that when Radmnn&'ﬁ'lettef appearaﬂ: he made
up his mind theat, the only ﬂound pnlicy to du was to. accegﬁ,

because refusal wnuld mean a aplit in the Volunteers which would

]
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be carried to:the country, and as the'position of the Hois
Rule ﬁill; then before the Britiah-rhrliaﬁant: was critical,
if through the nparatiun of English politics was again
defeated, the defeat wnuld be ascribed to the split in our
ranks at home. By accepting Redmond‘'s proposals the mqtinnal
position was not jacparﬂiaed at tha mnment, apﬁ if Mi;jRadmnnﬁ
failed in his pnlicxr of ﬁer:uring Home Rule, 1t would be his
own responsibility. He had put theaa-viewa_in a'privafe
conference équx that day_r,__?efo:__-q lqacma:i.lj_.? Cesement ‘-arjlﬂ
Colonel Moore, anq+th§3 reluctantly came to accept hﬁs;viéwa

on the mﬁ;tar.

The statement that MacNeill read out that night to the
Proviﬁiunal Gﬂmmdttea, if I ramemhar rightly, Hnbson teld me,
had been largely inspireﬂ by him. All.was his own work.

3

" I remember in 1915 at & rnute march of the Duhlin
Battaliun of the vulunteers, I waa Walking beside Bamon de:
Valera, who waa Gummanﬂ&nt ﬁf the ﬁrd Battalian, of which at
that time and for some mnnths 1anger I was Vice-cnmmanﬂant.
De Valersa aaid tu me, apropos of our BﬁhsEquﬂnt actiun in
axpalling the- Radmnnﬂ nominﬂea and splitting the valunteers,

. that the aplit.hnd-cgma in the right time and on an 1ﬂgua:that
was plein to. the peoble, and he asked me did I not-thé@-
consider that the majority of the Volunteer Executive ﬁafa-

right at the time in sdmitting -the Redmondite nominaéaa

I "splied that at that tima we cnulﬂ not antiaipate
the events that had aubsaquantly taken place and Which enablad

us tn hava thﬂ aplit on our own terms and at the propar momeant .
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HOWTH GUN-RUNNING. o

The Redmondites took éhﬂir plaaé on the Gbmmitﬁee—at the
next meeting, and suhaequent meetings were of a ﬂiendly ermugh
naturﬂ. The two elemants on the Committee at the heginning
worked 1n harmﬂmw. The energles of some of us in the Driginal

Committee were then largaly occupied with the 1anﬂing‘p£ arms.

Thﬂ landing at Howth was nrganiﬂéd by Bulmer ﬁobaoq, who
deals with that in his own book, but there were two caﬁébes of /
arms; the one which came in at Howth was in a yacht, nﬁnﬁd and
piloted by Brfskine Childers; the second one was in Gnn@#

0'Brien's yacht. ;!

DfBrien, however, before going off-to take the cafgh'nf
arme, had mﬁntiqheqrhia mission to a number of people, aﬁﬂ as.
his sympathies had been'very openly declared on the ar&ing of
the vblunteera, he then thought that it would be unwisa for him

to bring his yaaht to tha Irish cogast. Then ha asked samﬁ
frienﬂs of his.in Dublin, the late Cruise D'Brian and W.L Lloyd

. to arrange for the landing., These men were not 1n the:

Volunteers and had no means of carrying out such a task and they
apprﬁanhed the late James Creed lieredith {subsequently Judge of

the Supreme Goﬁrt}, who had Ehnrtly before joined the Volunteers.

Meredith deals with the incident in an article wnicil he

~contributed o the Redmondite organ' "National vbluntaar"’on the

14 th Auguﬂt,41915. 'He states that he at onece went to Macﬂeill
who then put him An touch with me. lMeredith had got tha,
co-operation of Sir Thomas Myles, = prbmiﬁant ﬁgblin SUrgeor,
well-known yachtsman, and a Protestant Home Ruler. lyles agreed .
to meet Conor O'Brien®s yacht at a 'spot on the Welsh: cﬂaat and

to transfer the guna to his own yacht at the appointed placea

on the Irish coast. :

I exemined the possibility of varioua places on the ‘Dublin
coast end one Sunﬂay Creed Meradith and I travalled down 'to

inspect the coast at Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow; in & motor car placed
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at our disposal by lr. Rosenhall, K.C. We decided that
Kilcnn‘.l.e mi‘fareﬂ the beﬁt npgurimnity of a 1anc'iing on tha .
coast near Dublin and that it would bhe done Hecratly. I know
that Hobann.waa arranging for the Howth landing to taka the

form of a demonsatration in force of, the vblunteers.

Creed. Meredith, in his art:i.oiq in the "National Volunteer",
largely deals with the adventure of Sir Thomas Myles' yacht at
sea. _ _ o

I proceeded to select a number of assistants ampngﬂt the
Volunteers whum I knew well, but I shortly found that i wanted .

many more men whn ware willing to help, and I then apprnachﬂd

" . Bean McDanmott with a view to getiing trusted I.R.B. msn for the

taske (This incident wae used, as I related earliér, by

¥oDermott as an argument in favour of my joining the I R.B.)
: o

I carried out the. aubsequant landing arfangamanie;then in
close co—nperatiun with manermott and the man he yicked from:
the I.R.B. Our plan waa to bring a motor uharahana with
Vbluntaeﬁa on a Saturday afternoon under pretence of ﬂﬂ
excursion party, end we were enabled through the good éfricas
of Mr. Hosenhall's chauffeur, a relative uflwhnm wag E'lodga-

. keeper in the Cénvent gruunda in Kilcoole, to. bring 1nrthe

charsbane there late on Saturday ewening esnd remain inlsacluaium
until the word was brought to us from the watchers nn-the beach
that the -yacht had arrived. This .was the Eaturday hefnra the

. Tirst Monday in August, which was the 4th.

It had been originally ;nténqed to bring them in on the
praviﬂuh Eaturda#, i.e: the night before the déy Tixed for the
Howth Gun;runnﬁﬁg, and - all arrangements were made for that day,
but I received a telegram from Creed Meredith &t 2 o'clockt

that they had met with an accident to their yacht in Wales and
their visit was pDBtpﬂnﬂdlfDT a week. (This is dealt with in

Meredlth's article in the “Hatiunal‘¥ﬁ1unteer“)
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In the meantime, ‘through various 'contacts with ?ﬂiuntaer-
supporters, we had got promises of a large number of motor cars,
and the planﬂwas that when the cargo was loaded on tﬁaécharabanc

to drive with it to the Dublin Corporation Reservoir aﬁ

-Stillorgan, which at that time was in charge of the Jacksnn

fandly, orieé of whom, Val Jacksnn, was @& cmﬂleague of minﬂ in tha

' Corporation, had made all arrangements to have the carﬁ parked .

in the grounds of the Raseﬁvniq,anﬂ the arms would be:&istrihutei
emongst the caralgnﬂ brought to various sources. At ﬁhg last
moment, however, we found s furthar‘hitch because tha;R;I;G.
{e#idantlﬁ & mo%a in ﬁnﬁicipatian of the nuthreak of war} had
Eﬂt.a party in td guerd the Reser?oir, and it was th&n dﬂcidad
that the motor cars Bhould gssemble in the groundﬂ éflst Bnda's
Gﬂllaga,_Rathfarnham. In addition to the Volunteer partias

wﬁn were ﬁn the  charabanc, others made their way to Kilgncle by
bicycle. These took up‘their position ae scouts and sentries
at various points leading to the beach, while still another
party came by train‘fraﬁ Dublin, which included in thaiqparty
Mr. Joseph McGrath. . . [I

Some otharé.cama direct to Kilcoole by motor car.,'bna car
bringing Bamon Ceannt and Sean McDermott; another owned and
driven by Mr. J. D Neill, the well-known industriaslist, included
Gathal Brugha anﬂ M.Jd. Buckley, at the time Glty engineer, Dublin
Corporation. The party alseo included the preaant Prasident of

Ireland, Mr. Sean T. O0"Kelly, and Bulmer thson.

The arms were brought from the yacht in a row boat which
made several journeys to the land, the Volunteers going into the
water and unloading them. During this operation two patrolling

R.I.C. men came along and were promptly placed undérﬂafrest, the;

'prnving themselves gquite willing prisoners. In-dua courde the

" charasbanc was loaded with hundreds of rifles and very heawvy

boxes of ammunition. {Thé single shot "Mauser" rifles, the

same as those brought in at Howth).

L
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The week's postponement was a fortunate event, because
otherwise the British warship which was patrolling the énast to
guard agﬂiﬁst the landing of arme, would probebly have
1n$6rcapted Sir Thomas Myles' yacht, but thé grave waf situation:
hﬁﬂ caused the warship to be withdrawn andl the coast Hﬁé clear

for our operation.’ |

On top of the piled up rifles and ammunition the party of

Volunteers who came out in a charﬂhanc tock their place the last

i  minute end we packed tham the best way we could. All v&nt wall

until- the early hours of the morning when the eha:abgné.hﬁs going

through Sunnybank (Bloody Bank), Little Bray, the axle.broke.

" Fortunately the driver kmeéw a resident of a hearby huusa. He was

knocked up and we prumptly transfarreﬁ the contents nf tha
charabanc undear cnvﬁﬁyanﬂ sat waiting developmentis in tha hnpse.
In the meantime I sent on Liam Mellows in a motor-cycle F
combination to some of the motor cars from. St. Enda's, °
Rathfernham. In an incredibly Bhﬂrt time the capg_pgma alung,
the first brlnging-as passenger Mr. Seumas 0'Connor, a member of
the Provisional Committee. The rifles were at once tranafarred
to these cars which were rushed off to various places in Dublin

with their cargoes. _ - ey

The Howth lending was deliberateély organised in a spectaculs
way to win the utmost publicity for the Volunteéers and to wake up
the country. The Kilcoole cargo, which wes as big as the first

i

one, was deliberately organised as a secret operation.
{Hbta: Omission of O'Rehilly and his motor car). .
1

Then they went to their deatin&t;on in Dublin. o .o

-

The next day, Sunday, and tha Monday (first Monday in
Augnat), I was busy checking up on the various pluces that the
guns had bBeen brought to and that Mondsy evening, 4 o ulﬂck, a
message was- delivered to my home to attend a conference ﬁf

prominent people in Creed Meredith's house. Thié was thp'dag bn

which the war ageinst Germany was declared in the British House

of Commons.
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The .object of the meeting was to take urgent éounﬂal

es to how Ireland cqulé profit from the situation.| I
understand the idea originated with Meredith. seémas
0'Connor had left word for mé to be present. ﬁheniI
arrived I found Sean McDermott, Seumas O'Connor an@, I
think, Hobson., VWhen I arrived I found that those ﬁrasant
were just chatting and that there was no canferanc%r

0'Connor 1nf¢fmﬁd me that the whole situaition had been
’ !

altered by Redmond's statemen: in House of Commons

~alligning Ireland at once on the side of England, anh

Meredith was so annoyed that he could not discuss the

' |
matter. ' . [
f

i
Shortly afterwards Sir Thomas Myles arrived br%mful
-of the idea that, now Ireland had her chance, as bié a

chance as in Grattan's day, snd that the Volunteers \should

take over the defence Qf the country and re—create X
Grattan's Parlisment. - l

Sir Thomes lMyles said he had e leader for the |
Volunteers in the person of Kelly-Kenny, a retired Gens ral.
in the English Army. |
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18 Lfnesa, 1947.

- Daﬁl‘ Eﬁéll,

T now send you a typescript of the notes made
by our stenographer on the occasion of owr wisit to
your house on Eﬂth June ’ 194’?

I would 1like you to read it, revise and/or add
to 1t wherever necessar;ﬁ.r and return it to me for
final typing.

[

I
i
' - 1
“You Will note that in page 6 reference is made !
-0 a statement of yours on the 3rd Battalion, the !
inclusion of which would undoubtedly add to the. |
value of this general memorandum, and at the'foot of !.
page 16 t0 an ineident comnected with the use of |
The 0'Rahilly's car, which you were doubtful about |

including. {

|

|

|

N

|

Whenever you are ready I would like %o call on
you agein to complete the balance of your statement.
Your recollection of the events of’and immediately

leading up %0 Easier Week 13, of course, of wital
importance.

When completed, your statemnent could be signed
as a whole or in sec‘hmns, whichever in your c.pmmn
ig the more desirable,

Yours sincerely,

(1. McDunphy) ;
DIRFECTOR, li
1
|
¥r. Se&n Fitzgibbon, BUREAU OF MILITARY msmnﬂm-gl
18 Park Avenue, f BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813.81
Sandymount, {No. W.S. /30 i

I
i
L
I
I

I
I



