ORIGINAL [

TTTI-21:

[No. W.8. /20

&

ROINN COSANTA.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21,

STATEMENT BY WITNESS

DOCUMENT No. W.S....229. . —

Witness
Sean 0'Shes
identity

Member of I.R.B.
Took part in Rising 1916 with D/Coy.
5rd Battalion, Dublin.

Subject

Reply to gquestionnaire

.\x

Conditions, if any, stipulated by Witness

e AR

File No. .......3+591
i Form B.5. M. 2.




w

I was 8 member cf Pisnna Phadraig,a qrcut uni t ﬂrganized
.on similar lines to Fiannae.Eireann. The unit was founded
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by Fether.Pet Flanagen,C.CG.,Ringsend. We were if arything
better trained from the’ militery point of view then

‘Fisnna Eireann. We met the 'latter in e scouting exercise
on Ticknock in the summer of 1915 and proved ta be the

bettar unit on fhst Gccaaicn.

-

HQ- . . -

'-Fr.Flanagan hed some liaqan with u cuy.,ard Battalicn,
- 'the loecal Vulunteer unit and -the’ membera of the Fianna

were understood .to; be.at tha Lonpany ‘s service for desa-
pat¢h work and the liue. :

I.Ieﬁ-

Yes. I Wore the Fisnna uniform -.grey shirt with orange.
_kerchief blue braechaa,grey puttaas greau wide—brimmed

3 : 1; - . Lot e . ) I

? v

Fa Geann or Section leadar in ,the Flanna.

tAhout 1914 by Fr.Flanagan and the. Ecnutmaqter. |

iﬁﬂﬂ the first day of-the riaiug I-waq aent-on meqségea'

! {G.P.ﬁ.,snd Erd Battalinn E.H.,Bﬂland'a Bakary} but from
--the Tuesday the Gumpany Capyain Joseph M Byrne qtated I
Z‘waq tc stay with him as 8 kiud of aide-da-aamp. The Gapt.'
‘fnund me uqeful fur getttng round the Mill 8 big ranblinp

-building,and chenking up un the pﬂats repart!ng hank

'any news: ‘sueh as appaaranua uf anemy ete., -

10,

- 1l1. Vﬂn ethar member of the Fianua Fhadraig grnup tnck part
s in. the Riaing. :

2lc

13,

14,

15.

N Hana.

. hea l. above.l e

Aa the Fianns graup were- nnt mabilired thiq query 1a not

- apprﬂpr!ate.

Yes. e L F T 3l- St e e

'GfdinarythMQer.:'

SﬂmetEMe.in 1915. o

The Emersld Clieele.

144,Gt.Brunswick St. {nnw Pearse St }

' -Gaprp:e A.Lyons.

Atténdence at meetings averagad fifteen.

‘1. cen remember Lyons, Jack C'Henlonm, end- Sean MuMahon {lateﬂ
' Gen.Mciehon) only.

-1 wes intruduaed by end swerm, in by, Gaorge Lynna.




. . o 1.‘_' ) .-r‘;- 1 . r--r_‘:.. -_.."' ] T"-r_ o
. By - THE VOLUNTEERS PRIOR-TO THE RISING,
- .,:; ) ;{ Lot LT M",: L h . ) e

(8). My recolléction 13 that it was the 1:R.B. whe

- forced: the.lasue when- 1t .wes.obvious .that Johi Redmond _
"~ was' prepared to hend over the Irish Nationsl Volunteers-

to -Britain. The break ceme and the Irish-Volunteera were
formed and the parent body -became- the Nationhal Volunteers

-~ and finelly died out after a very short life. The schi'sm

- - 2‘
-\_3';.

: _é-

) . 7.
8, .

1C.

.. I 11.
._‘t 12,
- 13,

B In its hands.

.Thé'érficefs_nf the Volunteerss” i, -. - |

-of support. . '. -

did in fsct prevent thousends -joining the B.A.,and the

.L.R,B. was strengthened by the success of its poliey.
“(b) As most of the officers wers originally members "of -

the 1.H.B. the_dtragtinn'pf ?h}untaar policy was'lgrgely

I cennot answer the first part .but ﬁacaucieéuin_?ﬁlﬂntéer

-_cp¢paniea-were mentioned at I.R.B. circle meetings and .

nomineeés of the latter'adq;ggd”;n‘gqtfgrwgpd_ﬁith'Prﬂmise

Cennot, enswer,” .. 0 00 U b LTy -
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.C._3 . PREPARATIONS FOR THE RISING. {
T B . : ; . -
1. (a) For fully e’year'befnfa:the-Rising-thelpnssihilixy
"~ of sn insurrectlion wes discussed in Fiamna snd Volunteer -
_circles. Fr.Flsnegan spoke often of the hope he had thst
. an grmed ,rising would come in our lifetime end thet we
should ‘be prepered to help when the time ceme. Men whom |
i kmew 1in the Voluntsers spoke of thé 'possibility.often.

(b) Eester Sundey, 1916. -
2, . No. :

3. “Vol.Martin (brother of Bemoun Martin) met me on.thet Sun.
:* - morning and ssld that "the bullets would be flying before
meny hours. are pest." To convince me he produced s type- -

'-3written_31;p which contained an instruction to psrsde st
Liberty Hell that day at noon' for further instructions.
- Martin may (but it 1s very unlikely) have the. 8lip and

“the above i3 all I 'can recollect it conteined. ..

4. The one or t¥o others who-lihténad;l_rﬁmamber distinctly,

. left elmost at once but offered violent disegreement with. -
the idea of insurrection. I.discussed the metter with

.- Martin but we were of one mind regarding the desirability
©.. of en ermed riging. I went to Fr.Flansngen but he. did not

appear to have hggrd enythihg definite: I told him what

I hed heard end/expressed epprovel end hoped it wes true.

5.. Does not epply in my'caég..

6. No. On Sundsy ahda@uriﬁg the dctusl week of ‘the Rising the
ides of the confliét being confined to Dublin was never
~entertained. We felt that the whole country was ready and

willing to rise. L RIETT .

7. My recollection of the few.meetings.I attended of the I.R.M
before the Rising was. thet insurrection wag inevitable and
. that it wes onlm e quesgion of time. The idea end the need
- for e rising wes elwsys stressed by the Centre end. the
Visitor (latter was s person from the top of the organd z-
atia?rwpp-uspally gave the Circle s talk of the enthusing.
kindj. SR t e . L -

8. - Cannot &nawer. =

B:IJ" -do-
1ﬁ.f;- ;—ﬁg—f'“ ]
11. © % edo- X
-19¢.._3 -do-
_m;_],iqéiﬁl ) )
18; " -do=-

15.  Other than the talks given by Pr.Flansgsn that we should
be prepared to play s part whenever armed insurrection
-Came "there.were no-actual prepsrations. We did,however, .
get soms instruction: in ermd and used .22 rifles in camp.

16. GCannot apgwer.
1?.[ - =do-

1B-j¢1h ~do~
19 to 31. =do- -
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1. I undars.tcrndﬂfrnm_. “ﬂ I1* {older) Volunteers that there was.
. l§
2=-5., Gant answer, ' ‘
Ho 1ﬂfgrgggiul on the Berﬁlfﬁ butar. . !
6. I.understood there was/ Comdt.Joe C'Connor or George A.
Lyons (3rd-Battslion-)-could probably nnswer thiq question.

Tel, Gannuh B“H'arhﬂﬁﬂ!b'uﬁﬁ OF THE REbIIﬁIG

(8- 10. Yes. I remember that officers of the 3rd Battalion in-

spected some 1oL all of, the buf ldmga tpat were ~Subseq-

L. ydenitly oddiipled® i the BRELETIoN aresl (Rigs onid, Hount St. -
W#estlend Row,Brunswick St,srea). Canmnot anawer?ﬂurth&r.
pracceding to Lol gvov Ealand § Uill. I offoy av sarvico:

11 Iinhei)ieﬁ‘-fmnfwu& veni home,out on u&if‘c.'m angd Jeined

* =pan P8t ths M111. :

IEE-‘?! 1, Canmt enswer.

Yea . _ ' |
E%. Yes.n# ot msigileﬂm:at.ion from Volunteers w'ho were on
+ tHefF way)'on ‘Baster Monday,to occupy Boland's M11l., They

were in no doubt. aa t
G thfﬂh utﬁé““‘*"ﬂ 1};0 the purpose of the ﬂt't‘u]:nticn of

23 ibﬁ’*eémlday there wes g sense of confuaion amnng the men

apnka to but t.he:.r ne general ¥i BT t.hp ,Jeapite
6. t’:he f!(lle‘ri diué’ or afr "that ]t‘f:‘iaih w‘ould n'ke Eiaca.

ﬂot. baing & regulsr Volunteer I wsited to ﬁau what the

7. locgl, Vol.company Mould Wo.pany, Srd Battuli'd;-* b1,
Brigode, on;?ﬁ
24. Queat.ion no.23 answers. :
E—E}. -':'efuph e Byine,wimpsny Soptain {pt .-Ma.l:.t. Rxaine,
256. Sae Eﬂrlaa,rr.mr L-c.urtal 7ill enaver thuqs tnp:: Juasti-aig.

286, Hy pontaats with Voluntaers jof; the, lm}nl cninpan},r Sed me
B h :pv 1{'{3} t.he Vi en:[i_q‘ﬂiitan gart.ain "that. t.h‘py,stwg 1g'’
Poiiiiqjt.u 8oL on,Ji{b} ith ahtm,t.hered@nulch ej,,nnr'?:aipp-f_,if not

st khet, Epaker., BdnfOMS MOt 'f""t‘# ANt (dates;: pufawn-.

2':"1*"2”5-“- B:ca..mlﬂ.'ﬁ-tﬂll’iﬁ.'?':.ﬁl‘-!ﬂ flour verse used 1o h‘lm’f tindcure,
i

iga e Building fs of grarliwe eic neaded
30, Som,i}r: Etgy%qerqa:tm%pﬂﬁ d@wl 1n0mpa%1y hend pﬂ kes buta he;,f? d
were not brou.p;ht. out. on the Mandey. :
12 'I‘hempompan]r Quartemsater,Fagen,had aome dnzen or 80
* pfies'in his house which he had made. They were of a
stendard pattern. I, saw Jthem durin \R o the week. of, the..
1o Rrﬂring ‘whae' T was sént to-his house-to - Gﬂllﬂct. arms as
14, P i ot e e iR 1 -

511 Gannot anawer, !
|

i

.. Does nci srise. ;

. Uyself,student. & solicitor's clari,r fitdir,> quay
VorKer,d gFrosngrocei,e trade wnlor offiadsi,on srmiii-
tect,s carpenter - 811 ¥ cen 3 i1 to memnr:r;
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-4, Cannct ANaWEr.

Ki= FLAGE._

i S i g

. ) . -

1. “Yes. 4 fleg was put up 6n the distillery bul wmg which

153 roughly hetwaen the Mill and the Bakary

2+3, Tricolour end as for as I, caiv remember of. conventiondl

deqign.

-~ 5h Michael Gullen End.ifn “D ﬁﬂy.x S "-.':-i' L
58. A

a

. As far as I can rEmember 1n the middle of the tdﬁ front
‘of the side cr the ﬁiatillary faving on’to Bruquick St.

fo. . I think a pnle had to ha Imnrﬂviqed. ' :
- - t

Bl T believﬁ thia wes the f&&p raceutly hﬂnded*hark to the

+'l.g- '

3rd Battalion by the Englinh €fficer whe took pessession
of it when Comdt.DeVelers surrendered. Michael Tannam
(Buttérfield Ave.,Rethfarmhem or Chamber of Commerce,
bDeme St., ) preaided et the recent functinn and qhnuld be
Bble Lo give detells. I;-ﬁn,,,t e L :

V- Ll
—

'.r.

g = Railwa:rs end Shi_ppiqg. Bl

. Ho infﬂnnatinn @u offer. P -f'_1r"

1-3, As far es I know ne. .

' 4.'L-lﬂur garrlqon had’ flﬂur and other fuad wsa handed in

.frcn outside during tha neak.-

_5# ';Range in the uaretaker 8 hnuqa.,

6.- - W%illiem Byrne - about ‘the oldeqt man 1n the unit - took
this work on himselfl. -
r T Tea,preéns hcme—mada bread. I do not ramenher aeeing
- megts . o - AR T i
8. .fﬂﬁ; Hn pracautiona sc fur sq I knnw Lo
H.- FIEE :
- e s 1
a g :':-132. :Epggifve ;ﬁsbnih ceses. i;' e ;7;1
- 0.-GCLERGY.

e s g e

.
]

1. Yea. Fr.ﬂninn C. G.,Hingsend end the P.P.,cf‘Star of- the

C& _ Ses, Saudymnumt {whnse neme I camot rémember- he wore a
2

2 beard! ), celled ebout the Tueadsy. Fr.Union is still.
elive and in the Dublin dioCeqe ﬂomewhera.

T3, Hesrd my and, I think,ﬂna or tWO nther 8 Gunfeqqion. Both

"upbraided.us for our foolhardiness and urged thet we go
‘home, end stop our‘medness. Willism Byrne tock them to
task and ordered them out - of the garrison. He egreed to
their hearing Confessieons but took. exception to their

pertisanship. Both hnwevar,were know“ to hold pro-Britiash
vjews. .
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One ‘visit ﬁnly!laating_aboﬁt one nnub."--§' ,;? w
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L should meation that cn the Wednesdsy 1 was passing thro
through the Hsmmond Lane Foundry (which-formed a.link. .
with the bekery and the mill vie the Distillery end -the
railway) when I '#Wds asked to teke part in s conversion

" ceremony. Céthal MacUoubhgeill,s member of the Zrd Batt-

slion and,I think,Vice-Commandent (to Comdt.DeValers)of |

- the init,wss being.received ‘Into  thé Catholic Churech,
- There was -a priest ='s .Gurate sttached:to:Westland Row .’

Church = present. I'held s lighted cendle during ‘the

: cefemun?.;ﬁ1mﬁnnidléﬁ_q;terwards”in'Ntcp:wﬁefﬁﬁhb;went$
.for & holiday on décyor's sdvice. I think he:dled of T.B,

He was s Zifted person. -Some- of his drawings are still,. -

- to be.seen in .the Municipsl Gellery. He deaigned- the re= .

constructed Uppér. ¢'Connell St.,in his capscity ds s .,
city architect, I will get the neme of the priest who '-

cfficiated st the ceremony and forwerd it. . I understend .
. this prieat vies a member of the Emerald Cirele,I.R.B,, ..

“but I never dgaw-liim. at any of the Circle's meetings:

“Cennot enswer., o

" PuL CASUALITIBS:.. = &1 . .o

Ll

'
v - . . . ¥ - T . T - J
y . . ] . - - . . A v . my L

.- ot : - . . 1.- ".._ LT 1.4 ‘.- B . 'I. Fh o . :-‘:- " :I'-r ' .L’.'J-. e I'Ii". T
On.the Wednesday or the Thursdey Paddy Wihelan .was” shot.
threugh "the hesd end killed. He wes .on duty et one: of -. -

. the upper floor windows facing towsrds the’'reilway:line.

During. the bsttle for MountSt.,biridge fire.came towards

. the Mill. Some of the. 'shots might have been atreys but

‘8t one stege We.wered rairly certein thet fire was del-

iberstely directed ‘towsrda ua, We endésvoured to-supprobt

“the men defending the bridge and from the roof of- the-

Mill we hed e view of the achoo lhouse. from which much of

. the British attack ceme.when thelr frontal .esseult. faile-
* ed. There wea at’ least one sniper firing st the side of .

-

ey

the Mill fecing in that diesction end Capt.Byre sent .-
a Tom Byme end myself out to,redomnoitre. We went. ss far

a8 the reilwey bridge over Barrom St,,without finding

suything untoward. There was s .deépd body .of s womsn. (of

- 'middle-age) nesr.the bridge. We did not mové it. We re-

‘turned without seeing anything to report but, there wes

@ felr smount of firing.in the vieinity of 'the reliway . -~

. end’ from Mount .St.;but difficult to,locate exactly.

. 4.
¥
o
- i
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Whelan was killed :either. by a strey’ from Mount St.,di=-

‘Pection or by the -snlper. . S

On Fridey afternoon I was étnudiné-iiih @ﬁﬁ-ﬂﬁrﬁe at the
-front of the Mill (facing Egat - the side towerds Mount

» ‘There were nd other casualftiesd, " - -, " "

St.,lccks-south) when I felt suddenly wWesk end Would -
have fellen but thet Byrme ceught me. It was found that

T .* I had been shot” in the right leg. Iater when the bullet.
. . We' learhedf

was extracted (at my ovi home by my‘motherlfthat~1t hed -
spread end had entered thét flesh only sbout helf an
inch on that -account. The mark of the bullet was found

“on the-metsl bese of machinery just inside the front

entrance. The bullet had evidently ricochetted: Its

&

.generel direction Would have been from where we. hud sus=-
,pected the sniper wsa located. £o . N ;

'L should edd that Feddy Whelen wos e ‘Ringsend 'men .and -

Played hurling for ‘the Fontsnoy club, There is s . block

- i

-of modern flets in.Ringsend nemed for hiﬂ;ﬁ_ﬂﬁﬁlﬁh;ﬂqu;p."

"
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}Hnne that I knnw nf.'
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No first-aid aquipment wag carried but voluiteers were
‘possessed. of some knowledge of- first-eid- and 1t had

“sleo been _taught tu us in" the’ Flanna. e

Whatevcr madical or othar nideauﬁi1ab1e Wos at Battalion

B H-k.,in the Bak&ry. Cur gerrison kad none.

_Nn s0. far aa our garriaon was roncprnad. Paddy Whelcn
was obviously past =1l a1d when fnund and I was wheeled

'-,home on. a biayﬁle whan hit. ,”;;f_; T

&

='Not that’ 1 knuw nf. ' .ﬁlglfk‘

‘. ,*\ o
i) e

:ﬂ Jobn ﬂqyla Who | ‘1ived at: 104, Sotith Lottﬂ Rcad,Ringseud,

- was refused admisaion to Sir Patr&ck Dunn's Heospitel.
‘He wes taken hOma and died after considerable sgony. 1.

wes living et’ the MPx¥t-door house (1€2) snd.my bedroom

., We's next to his. ‘When I was-laid up with-my leg'l 1lis- =
' tened to him shouting in & delirium of psin end thet

_'Gannnt answer.

" eontinued for days before he died. He had been shot in
the stomac¢h In the vicinity of Mount St.,I think,end
when the ‘hospitel refused him admiaqien hiq people were
afrsid tu call e doctar._}j.t _

.

.Gannht=ﬂn§wer¢ LTt

By N

q. LﬂﬂTIHG ;*j,f“: LT

'”’ﬂn the Monday a number‘of-youths came ‘friom the direction

of the city, towsrds Ringsend with articles .of loot -

" billiard.cues and balls snd- sports goods that prﬂbably

were taken from the like:of ‘Elvary's or Lewrence's in

- 0'Comnnell 5t. We left :the Mi11l en being informed by

'the hualnesa agaln.

one of our.leook-cut men and intercepted them. We made +hr¢
them throw. the loot into- the. canal,cuffed- ‘them and '

thraatenad to shﬂnt tham. They promiaed nnt to eng ege 1ﬁ

- o -k . U

E1- Prisnners. )

wf,;S.-ﬂUnluntaars_frﬁm’G.B.u“'

Tt oaw

. No 1hfqnmat£ﬂﬁ_tq'6rfer ﬁqdérﬁeithhr'heaaing."

" T THE SﬂRREHDER AND £FTERWARDS.F s

w
“-‘-- *..l T ' -
- '1,1' i F

. "1 'Waa In bed with my’ les mrappéd up when word:.was br““F“t
Lo me that the " surrender hnd cﬂme.-- 0 d

- -

' Sume ne!ghbnurbbut hardly ralevant in my caqe.

Not. that I :kviow of. Comdt. 3, O*Ganncr,George Lyons,or
- Joaeph M.Byrne (55,Dartmouth Square) sre in a position

- to cGover.this fullg. {Lyons address is EE Eelgrtve Sq.,
~but I think you are aware nf this.)’

. Not: that 1 know of. Refer tu parsonq named abﬂva. _- P

l.r
-
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B N Tﬁ;g's@m OF_YOUR UNIT.

Tw L «-:,“ --,‘-,. __.‘ I Y R

o
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Hot‘thnt I ever heard. . :ﬁ':'f.  'u

Ir &urh aecnunt ‘were’ raquirad Iﬁwould prepars 1t but I
I think Lism Kavenggh s angagpd on - some.auch:task. It
must ‘be remembered that our gerrison was amell and we »
Wwere-cut. off. from. the main unit.for theweek." There: ks ;

"11ttle to"tell othHer then what 1. hﬁve put down- here.

I 'should-1like thst Fr.Pat Flsnsgen's nsme snd Fianna .

:--Phadraig should not sbe. Torgotten. Wh'ile members of the
. Fiaima (except mysalfi did not come out in the Rising -

_.chlefly .bécause of age- they gave-a.good sccount of

=

";themaelveg later in the I. R.A.,Fr.Flanagan by ‘hdsg- taaoh--
Ang .and exsmple inqpirad us, from our esrliest daya,with o
~ O love of“countty. He Wwes not the ordinary . “type of pop-

.. uler-Curate but I would_ventuﬁﬁ ‘to. ‘say that his fnflu~ .

ence-in the’ Ringaend-Beggars Bush area 135 felt to this .

. dey. #ithout'ever raising his wolce from the pulpit he.
- aucceeded In stamping. out: drunkansqq and. loutfshness.

from Ringsend. His chief wespon Wasa the Fianna, 8 well=-

~ itrained body with- its™own -pipe’band.:He hed a dafiniteg
‘military outlook. ‘He .togk: the ‘Fienia,on wintér's even-.

ings, through the' histéry of the Boer War,and 8howed . -
usg tbat thet war had been. impﬂaed'ﬂn e paaceful people

:'._-by a" bullying Empire. He tnld.uq ‘how the Boers fought

‘and how theg could heve won. He underatcod guerrills

-warfsare, and pasqed his knowledge on*to us:-We imbibed

g1l thig. fot ‘four or five yeers before the Rising. We

' were the first. Fianie unit-to caY¥ry. amms openly. This

. 'wes the yeer before the Rising. He ‘borrowed .22 rifles. .
‘gfrumnali quarters. so thot we- could march: to the Tattnoi

we held in Shelbourne Pary- i the summer of that vesr.

F-At that Tattoo we gﬂve ‘a military diqnlﬁy of attlck and
~“d£fenqa firirtg- blank Lfrom”our: ‘rifles. We- Fave 51 diqplay

of “tent-eréeting end cemp-fire singing ... He' wss a .

. fine-man..Would. 1t be indiscreet t6 mention that he was'
-~ the fnventor of the. sawn=off shot-gun? I know he.cons
-veyeéd. the ldeas: tn I.R:hav;G. H.%:,complete with tapes. .

inaide the greatcﬂst s0 thet. the smms conld be swung

*and auspiaion af carrytmg the .other. kind=af arms avaided.

But pafhspa 1t would be better.to kaep that off: the’
récord. He is hom a Ganon P.P.;,of PBooterstown Parisgh.I.
meet him occasionally in the R.D.S. His reading hoverq"

_”between -Frevich ¢lasales end murder mystéries.
" Perhaps sll. thiq 1s- 1rreierant but T could not’ reqiqt

putting. down briefly. these thinpq that. lie,almost" for- ;

"~gnttau in:the-beck ‘of: my mind, snd*are ronjured up when <.
‘the’ more ruieiant tnings are remﬂmbared.;;__..- -

. *u - M 5, .- LA N
et [ ."" ":, " e e . - o d e . P

"f-w;— ﬁlscnhnaﬂﬂhus{

. . L= o ¥
FA P
“ Fl

S
R

- . . - - _)" . 9
- -y = . s o
- f - L, . -

“'Of the tan in ﬂur gnrriqon fﬂur wefe 1n G A.A.,and I
_ ahould a8y mﬂat of -us in: the Gealic Leaguﬂ. ) S

. *

'1109“ answer {c} nnly tﬂ SHY th&thﬁﬁed Irinh to whot -
;_t.qxtent we-could and alwaya uaed the qalutatiqus. i
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1. Anything I had of this nature was destrnyed during 192&!21
. ‘When house relds were so frequent that it was hnponaihle
'to hold on to anxthing that would 1ncriminate one.

I have some coples of 1915 numbers of the "Irish Volunteer"
and I think, 1916 coples. I could unearth.thesge’ if you were
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,'1nteraqted but I think theaa ara comrion - enough
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BUHEP«H OF MILITARY FIS;DR'\" 191“&1
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813-21
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