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Soon efter my comments on R. M. Fox's "Green Banners"
and his "Higtory of the I.C.A" wera penned there .appaared in the
"Irish Press" of July 1, 1946, a letter unger the above heading
from Patrick.0'Connor. He cited Commangant Peerse's flag-ordars
1ssusd to the Irish Voluntears{ March 1915 any March 1916); -
quoted excerpt from an ertidle.by Dr. Heyes MCCoy (Comdhail :
Nalsiunte na Gaedhilge, Eire, 1946)+ and edded statements respecting
flags flown from the G.P.0. quring Zaster Vieek, 1916, Thaga
references cell for comment: :

f

From 1914 onwards Fesarse acted in intimate collaboration
with the IRB "Executive" in the preparation of military plans for
an Insurrection. In the summer of 1915 he wes formally appointed

& member op the IRB Military Council, and later that year qaaama
& member of the IRB Supreme Council, f

Wow, it is & fact that for yeasrs the Green, Whité and

Orange were the recognised coloura of thoss publicly refer;ad to
a8 "extremists" - those who in fact were members of ths gagcret IRB
together with non.members to whom its open policy (as volced in
“"lIrish Freedom", atc) appealed. 1hese oolours had long bgen in
evidencs at gatherings ang celebrations throughout the country held
unjer IRB susplices - sapecially at the Bodenstown commamorations
of Tong ("the father of the Irish Republic"), We of tha I.K.B.
revered them as the colours of the Lrish Republic which the I.R.B.

bBad "virtually established".

Fearse's orders:

-

On the other hand, we Irish RLpuhliuans of that generation
were allve to the fact that the central rigurs of the 0l green
flag of Irelsnd - the Harp - was one. of the emblems incorporated

in the "Union Jack", ang thet the Green Fleg itself had in reocent
years besn ijentified with "Union-Jaokery" in Irelani. i

Tegrse must necesserily have hasd all this in ming when he
1ssued his order to the Irish Volunteers in March, 1915: "The
authorised f£1 is & plaln gola RErD on & gresn round", Ang, it
mey be taken for granted that neither Clerke nor ﬁEquarmaﬁa nor
any of their colleagues on the Supreme Counoil of the IRB objected.
To me the reason in each instance isg obvrious:

We kmow that the Irish Volunteers were not 98%tablishad
8s & revolutionary orgasnisetion - not openly =0 established -
and that its "platform™ was neither republican nor revolutionsary.
But, we also know that.the I.R.B. meent it to be both - if and when
opportunity offered. It is.slso s mgtter of record that the IRB
took pains to closk its intention in this respect - not alone
having in ming the attitude of the "mogerate element" on the
nin ' ant E t Briti G -
E:Le: Eﬁgadtqmufintailllarrx;% ujﬁneaﬁrs p‘[ﬁna %fmjf:i%e%ﬂhﬁtﬁ% p%ogrse%aa%‘arn
from 1914 onwards the camouflsaging of this situation bacame more
and more essentlal, . '
' f
Thus I am convinced that camouflsge mmgmx wss the under-
‘lying ides of Pearse's fleg-order to the Irish Volunteers. Fearse
and his IRB colleagues knew that if the question of & national fleg
: |

! waa
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was left to the discretion of battslion commnandaents throughout the
country meny of them would in &1l probebility have cerried the
Tricolour intheir parades. It seems to me that it was /to obviate
sny: such possiblility Fesrse further stated in the order of March

1915 : ™Mo other flag, except ‘authorised regimental colours,
is to be.carried by bodles of Irish Volunteers”, f

Pearse's subsequent order on the point (March 1916) -

lssued just e month prior to the date fizxed for the Rising
wag doubtleas for the same purposs, viz. camouflage. MNote his
words: "This flag shoulg be well in evidence on all écoaalana of
formal parades, such as those arrenged for St. Patrick's Day and &k
those contemplated for Baster and Whitsuntide next"™. [The Green
Fleg was in evidence  in the 5t. Patrick's Dey mpazsda "formsal

arade”  But, vhen this order wes isuued Feares knevw.Full well
EE&E the turn out at Baster would bs no"formsl parade”, snd that if
in the providence of God there should bs peredea of armed Irish
nationsl forces at Whitsuntide (40 days after the start of the
contemplated Rising] the Ilag t0 be cerried would be/nons other &k
than the Tricolour of the Irish Republic - for the permanent
eatablishment of which the Rising at Easter was intended,

.~ This.reference to Whitsuntide is ekin to Pearse's phrese
in his instructions to I1.V. Battalion Commsndents fdr the.so-called
manoeuvres &t Baster time (April 22 - 24): }

"EBCh sesea Gémmander .....'will on crfhafura
lst May next, send to the Director of Organisation
& Eat&ilaﬁ report of the manoeuvres carried out
by his unit” _
Agsin, in this March 1916 order we f£ind this passage:

- |
"but it is belleved that gt this staze the recognised
Nationel Flag more fully symbollses what the Irish
Volunteers stend for, end will gain & resdier :
conslderation and respect from Irishmen in general".

Note the words: "At this stege"/ Pearse unquestionably meant the
stage before the Rising, - .a period at which the vest majority

of the people were opposed to what was termed "Simnfsinism" (the
Irish Volunteers were as we know dubbed "the Sinn Fein Volunteers")
snd recognised the Green Flag with harp as the naetlonal fleg. -
Pearse wes careful not to .specify the particular flsg which he had
in mind for a later stage - the Republican Tricolour of Green,
White and Oragge. Rmm Two Tricolour flags had baen provided by
der of Pearse or one of his collsagues on the Militery Counoil
for the Headquarters Battslion in the Rising, - ons wass flown

from the G.F.0. and the other from the Imperiasl Hotel., {These hed
been forgotten at Liberty Hall when the forces moved from there on
the G.R.0; Fearse sent Sean T. 0'Kelly from the!/GEO %o gat them,
The latter also brought the green bemmerette ra?erraﬁ to hereunder).

f

!
e
Flags flown'from G.P.0. during Saster Week. f

f

' Patriok O'Connor in the Irish Press guutea
Dr. Hayes McCoy:- - [

[ |t N '.
"Ba sin & an brata? (an asan-ErEQac uaitne) & bi

ér folushein go h-ard ar en ngeoif os clonn Ard-Oifige
an Puist ... ls linn Sesctmaine ne Cdsgs, 1916,

and
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and Mr. C'Connor writes by way of confirmetion:

' [

“There is evidence that the Green Flag with/

harp uncrowned was actuslly flown .from e atgff

on the G.P.0. during Baster Week. The words

"Irish Republie" were on that flag ". .
Both are wrong. The o0ld Gresen Flag with harp wes not flown from
the G.P.0. The so-called: "flag" with the words "ITlsh Republic"
Peinted therson was something different; it bore .no harp » It .
wes not a "flag" in the national ssnss of the ferm; 1T was what
mey be termed a-banneretta. ;

5@E-ﬂq?rj{ leffer on p-7

IMMorse then one publicabtion arroneously describes this
bannerette 8s "the Republican Flag". Z=Even sn "order" from Fesfse
and Connolly (which I believe was merely & casual suggestion)/ would
not constitute it THE Republican flsg. Neither would the fact that
James Connolly handed it to R.H.Welpole in the G.P.0. for erection
on the roof, - !

(I may hers remark that neither was "The Plough ena the
Stars”(which was hoisted on the Imperial Hotel.on the| Wednssday)
e "nationalf fleg". It wes simply the "regilmental flag" of the
Irish Bm Citizen Army.). - oL

r
I

The Tricolour on ths G. P. 04

With reference to the individusl reports df survivors
of the G.P.0. Garrison (1937): !

Walpole's report states thet so far as he' cen remember
"there wes no other flag over the G.P.0. till late on Tuesday"
+eseasses "when it flew from the right hand 8ige of 'the building

-i.e. opposite Nelson's Pillar",

Denis O'Moore's report, on the other hand, ststes that
he sew the Tricolour over.the G.P.0. on Easter Mondey at
epproximetely 1.30 p.m, end that "the flag wes aygﬁrant;g attached
80 the figure in the centre of the front perapet™. .
ot HE Bt o
. Welpolg is wrong as to the time the Trléalaur wes holsted
and 0'Moore vls wrong as to/its position, - errors: of this nature

-

ere easlly understood. It was hoigted 8t or about the same time

8s the bannerette; the Réport of Operations, retified by the
Garrison members, gives the time as 12.30 p.m, Monday.

Trank Tharntoﬁ;?ﬁfﬂ in the Impsrisl Huﬁel, ang Sean
McEntee who was posted ‘in Earl Street - both of whom hed the GPO

under congtant observation - state emphatically that the Tricolour

flew from the Henry Street corner of the GPO roof.
(I received oral corroboretion on both points from
civilian onlookers on the Monday). i
. |

Flegs hoisted on other garrisons juring Lsster Wesk,

Nelther during daster Week, nor over, the decade theh
followed, gld it occur to me thet our insurrectionary forces in
E%E poeition held by them went into sction unger eny flag other
then the Republicen Tricolour. ! :

Hed the contrary been ssserted I woula have contendad
that surely Psarse must have issued secret instruations to prosure
Iricolours for the occmsion, or in the alternative bthat the

Military Couneil
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Militery Council -~ in pursuance of lts ultra-scret policy with

respact to the date of the Rising - must have procured'sa

sufficient number of Tricolour flags for distribution at "the

eleventh hour" to the battslion units. _ I

b

Bithsr of these steps would in my opinion have bsen only

proper in view of Pearse's published orders to the Voluntsers
{Merch 1915 and March 1916). It seems, however, that the order
vigualised by me wss not issued, and that the Milltary Council
proviged Tricolours for the Headquerters Battalion only.

But, when we conslder the conpused sltuation due %o
dnfortunates davalopmﬁnts during Holy Week, and that the &ll-
important problem then confronting the Military Council was to

ensure. the start of the Rising - coupled with the latenesa of the

ta on which one or mors of the Dublin Commsngents received

definlte orders for Eester Sunday - we ocen understand how and why

this detail of The Flag wos not attended to es thoroughly as 1t
otherwise could have Dbeen.

I285E6EEIIIS

In August, 1946, 1 wrote to seversl Easter Weak men in

Dublin requesting informstion zs to the flag flown in their areas,
I heasrd from some and not from others - it has become incressingly

difficult for me to contect the majority of them, the addresses
I have of meny being passed, :

Replies received éra to this effect: .
FOUR COURTS: The Tricolour (hoisted by Joe MeGuinness).

MARROWBONE LANE: Green Flag wlith Harp.

r 1

SOUTH DUBLIN UNION: Suggested Tricolour, but not certain.

Jacobs: Tricolour (mede at Jacobs' on Thursdey). - |

a o |
G.P.0. : Tricolour end "Irish Republic" Bannerette.

Baksmis |
BOLANDS: Green Flag with herp (obteined from St. Ende's -
the only.flag DeVelersa had). |

IMPERIAL HOTIEL: The Trlcolour (Tuesday); ths ”Plcugh and fwh
: the stsra" {ﬁednaai&y)

STEPHEN'S GRERN: rRTTY

5 |
CITY HALL: Tricolour (not certsain).
. |

nypad oopy of excerpts from Rzpmefax repliss from which
the above detalls are taken are attached hereto).
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’ i

FOUR COQURTS : "Joe MaGulnnaas huista& tha Tricoluur on the

Four Courts”

(Patrick O'Connor, Nationsl Library, to D.L.
-Qctobar, 1946, )

. MARROWBONE LANE: "Green Flag with Harp" {Jaa 0'Connor 4{9;45

- gquoting Seunas MurphF}

S0ULH DUBLIN UNIQN: "Suggestsd Triuulaur hut not certain.”
. (Joe O'Connor, 4/9/46 - quoting S. Murphy )

JACOBS: "We hed forgotten to bring our Tricolour on Easte
-Mondsy. On Bhursdsy ... with green snd white
bunting .... &nd soms yellow grass cloth ,.... we
made & very fine Tricolour ang hoisted it, This
flag, sccording to Jamss Stephens in his book
"The Insurrection in Dublin" was the last flag flying
after the surrsnder" .
(Corporal T. Meldon.- at zﬁth Rifla Baettalion Reunion.
Galley proofe from Frank Thornton, Oct. 1946),

GouEalot "A grgan pennant with the words "Irish Republie"”
- on 1% in yellow or orange or perhaps gold, flew.on
the Princes Street cornar next the lMgtropole
and
the Tricolour definitely flew on the oorner of
Henry Streest. .
(F. Thornton , za;9/45}

|

l.
"On the roof floated two flags: the further one
(looking from Parnell 3treet) & green flag besaring

white letters; and ths other & tricolour of green,
white &nd oranga"

"shrapnal fira cerried away the flag-staff mxszx
: rxzdfizaatx from which the Republican flag
flcatad over the Henry Street corner Df the Fost
foiaa"

(Seen MoEntee - statement Fah%hary 1938.
Conflirmed orally to D.L. by S.McE. Oct.‘46)

l

BOLANDS: "He (deValera) hoisted the tricolour on & ﬂisnillary"

. (Dorothy Macardle, p.180)

This reference to the Irlcolour is erronsous,
DeValerse, spesking to me in October 1946, stated
thet the Green Flag - with harp - which he holated
was the only flag he had - one which he obtained
from S5t. Enda’'s, Rathfarnhem. .

|
"Green Flag. I osnnot remember the harp, but

definitely Green" :
(Joe O'Connor -~ letter 4/9(45] :

IMPERIAL HOTEL ™



il "L- »

GOMMENTS on "the Natlonsl Flag" -contd. -
' . [

|
IMPERIAL HOTEL: “Tri-colour wes hoisted on the Imperisl Hotel
. - ~ . the Tuesday safterncon immedlatsly after we

took over"
(Frank Thornton, 28/9/46)

"On WedneS4&y ....... The Flough end the Shars

wes hoisted"
(Frank Thornton, 28/6/38)

"peportse” 1937/8)/

-

(Above confirmed in other

STSPHENS GREEN: 2777777
(Jos O'Connor to write Harry Nicholls 4;‘9{45}

L]

ssss Tricolaur - nut not Oeytain,

QITY HALL:
: (Joe 0'Connor quotes Jack O'Railla;r, 4/’9!46
MENDICITY: TTTTTYYTY

Submitted, Dpcember 30, 1947 f
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Practon, Bellyfeard,
Co. Cork, Feb. 3, 1948.

lir, Theo. FitzGerald, !
4 Lseson Park, i
Baile Atha Cliath. '

4 Chare: "Grean Flag" on G.F.0. !

Our mutual priend, Patrick O'Connor of the Nationael

Librery, in a letter which appeared in the Irish Fress, :
|

July 1, 1946, wrota: : |

", .... 13 in tha archieves of the National Library,
&8 well as & signed explanatory drswing by the Irish
Voluntesr who designed and painted the words

T i.,e, IRISH REPUBLIC I pursuent to en ordsr from
Commangsnbs Fearse ang Connolly" {

i |
I

1 am yExtieEkaxix interasqﬁd in the phrase unaerﬁined
(by me) - ana particulary in the word "order". ?

Mr. O'Connor’ informs me that the underlined words
ere from & verbel stebement made by you to lr. Certy end |
himself, eng recorded by them, I am inclined %o the ospinion
thet the word "order"gives greater omphasisg to the incident
than the clrcumstences warrsnted. I would be glad to hear! from
you in this matter. : _ _i

You might also, please, mention the date and the]
plece - on and at which Commengants Pearse ang Connolly saw
the unfinished benner with you on the occasion rgferred to.

I may remerk that the informaetion I desire is in .
connection with an article on “the Nationel Flag" which I/
have promised %o the Bureeu of -Milltary History.- |

S1én agus besnnacht! i

(signed) DIARMUID LYNCH.

Htwo. 1 .14#.-;/% A Liper
| Azt

L merisz-up




