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statement by r. George Lyons, 16 June, 1947.

T joined the I.R.B. on 12 August,
1898, 1 hed been an asscciate for s8ix

months at least bafore that. The centre of

my Ccircle - the Emerald Circle - was
Petrick Flood. He was brother of

 Jemes Tlood who had been adjutant to 0l

Jomes Stephens. The BExecutive of that
gircle consisted of the centre and sub-
Tohn Flanagsn who merried Joe Brady's
sister; Secretary was Patrick 0O'Shea,
Treasurer was John Heyes, the father of
present Senator Professor ilichael Hayes
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The centre vies elected every two years wWith

the Secretary and Treasurer. They formed
he Execubive of the Circleusk +a o -0

G T
Bvery circle of the I.R.B.-was
prganised in this menner and ultimately

spread to over twenty circles in the county N 2

and city of bublin. Bes PRGOS S St L
W&d{l&

n éircle could consist of 100 men
end when it exceeded 100 men the
measurable amount was divided.

The Centres Boerd was established

of

ali the centres of the Dubdn™ disiTITL,
publin counted as a province, the rest

the provinces were represented in this

manner except Leinster which had a coun
of its own, called the Leinster Directo
It was elected every two years on oath

gsecrecy by an assembly of all the Dubli
Centres, -

That Directory assembled in secret
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elected a vepresentative for the Supreme

Gounecil, The Supreme gouncil then
congisted of a representetive of each
proviunce of Irelasnd, a centre for Great

Britain, and the Supreme Council had pover

to nominate from smongst the ranksj any mon —
of particular standing ability or whis

partidulsl training might be of use to the

Supreme Council., All elections were ma
ballot after the eleciors were sworn to
probity and secrecy.

In 1899 patrick Flood resigned the
centreship of the Nmerald Ccirele in fav

de by

our

of youth. He nominated Tatrick T. Daly who

was duly elected. Patrick Daly continu
in office till 1900. I was elected to
succeed Daly as centre of the Emerald C
and successively re-elected every tuo ¥
until 1910 with en interregnum of three
years when I was in Belfast from 1910 t
when T returned to Dublin I was re-elec
and held the centreship till 1921, havi
been preceded by Sean Vilrov.
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In 1902 Griffith formed his Sinn Tein
poliey called "The Hungarian Policy".

I organised the first public debate on

the Hungarian policy, in the Oliver Bond
98 Club, 75 Aungier's Street. Grifiith
could not attend owing to some domestic
upset. Nominatestme to open the debate in
defence of the policy. Before the close of
19G2 the I.R.B. epproved of the Sinn Fein
policy as a bridge between London and the .
Irish Hillside and frequently had to finance
the Sinn Fein candidates for local bedies.
It was considered at this time that
open advocacy of Republicanism would cause
suppression by the English Authorities.

The old men in the I.R.HB. wers

. gradually replaced by the recruitment

from the young men who were noted for their
sobriety and enthusiasm,

The '98 Centenary Movement hed been
started under the inspiration of the I.R.B.
and g meeting wvas arrvinged of a conposite
personnel, (i.e. not exclusivelr men known
as I.R.B. Men) on the 6th January, 1897, in
the rooms of the Young Ireland Literary
Soclety in D'0Olier Street., Fred Allen vos
the principa) driving force in the I.R.B.
at this period.-

During the visit of (Queen Vietoria to
Ireland on April 4th, 1200, a crisis arose
in the Supreme Cownecil of the I.R.B. Mr.
Fred Allen was Becretary of the Supreme
Couneil under John O'Leary's chairmanship.
He was also Secretery.to Lord ilayor Pile by
which means he ecrned his livlihsod.

Tred Allen cane to his colleapgues in
the I.R.B. and told them that Lord Mayor
Pile was going to welcome Jusen Victoria

‘to Dublin, He had sufficient ma jority

in ths Corporation to carry "a.loyal
address. He (Allen) asked.the Suprene
Council.for directions with regard ta
his position and his colleesgues took the
view that he would be in the capecity of
Peadar lMacken, who worked at the
Vice-Regal Lodge under orders of his
enployer, as a housepasinter. Some
mombers of the Supreme Council, however,
a mninority, took the view that Fred
Allen had pronounced himself as a
Republican and was recognised as 'a

publicist generally that he would es=Estosa Cuh,ﬁ.[hv1r*~L‘iL

the movement if he carried out instructions
to appear at the reception of Queen Victoria

. Fred fAllen acted in accordance with the
me jority's instructions, carried out his

functions even to the organisation of a
"Childrents Pete" for Jueen Victoria in
the Park.. This. caused considerable
misgivings in the I.R.B. and elsewhere.
James Connolly publighed severe comments
on secret Republicanism and open lc?&lity.
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nThe Transvel Committee' in gupport
of the Boer ceuse was started by Griffith.
Griffith was Secretery, I was Assiztant
Secretary, William Redmond, afterwards :
}Major Redmond was Cheirman. A private .
econference was conhvened with James Egan, @~ HI‘L:§‘-*“““?
city Sword Bearer, a member of the I.R.B. .

at the rooms, Galtid Literary Society, 32 Lr.Abbey St.
Griffith, J.VW. 0'Beirna, P. Iavelle dnd

_myself uere at this conference.

Griffith seid, "Mr. Egan, what
are you going to do agbout “ueen Victoria's
visitT?r.

1 don't know, I don't kKnow,"
replied James Egan. "what is Fred pllen
going to do?" turning to me.

vNever nind anyone but yourself just
at present", said Griffith. 'Your
veputation-is higher than any.of us. You
have spent ten years in the jails of
queen Victoria, you have a long life's
record of service and sacrifice for
Ireliznd. ¥You will surely not wndo all -
your work at the end of your cgreer."

T am not responsible for what 1s
taking place these times, -and surely
history will not judge of me for what T may
have to do in the course of my dally
employment or in my private capacity,"
replied Jemes Hgall.

v man like you has no ‘'privete
capacity!,. seid Griffith.

wIf I don't act in accordance with

prders," replied James Egan, "Pile will
sack me,"

wpile can't sack you", onc of us
suggested. "You are an employee of the
anporatianﬁ.t -

“ﬁEll,ithﬁ Corporation will,"

‘protested James Egan. .

"7o0k here," said Griffith, "if you
really think the.Corporation of Dublin
wwould.have the cheek to dismiss you for
your nationalism, we will guarantee to get
up a public testimonial to you that will
be worth .twenty years' purchase of your
present position." -

figen agresd to 'consult his friends®,
and next day he showed Griffith a draft -
letter he intended for the Press. It was
rather a crawling document, full of polite
excuses and apologies for his inablility to
be . present at the State reception of
Queen Victoria into the.city of Dublin.
Griffith altered this letter out of all
ecountenance and got "James" to sign it.
Tt appeared in the Press in the most
spirited form next day, snd "James Egan"
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was covered with glory, whilst
unfortunately some of his colleagues,
including Fred Allen, were covered with
such odium that they never quite forgave
Grirfith's interference when they learned
‘the secret story of the case,

Fred Allen turned out and assisted
Pile in every way in the functions
roncerned with the Queen's visit,
Tred Allen was Pilet's personal servent,

This was the genésls of the split
between Allen and Griffith. Griffith
. was at this time a member of the T.R.B.
but not a prominent one.

As a result of Fred Allents action
in connection with the Queen's.visit,
a crisis arose in. the I.R.B.. J§ohn 0Q'Ieary
and other members of the Supreme Couneil
suggested to him that he should resign.
His ardent admirers pressed him to°
retsin his position. The Supremse ouncil
was conseguently unable to meet and the
circeles were called upon by individual e
centres and some membersz of the Suprems
council to offer fealty to the Centres
Board governlng each district. One of
Fred Allen's supporters was, I belidve,
John (OtHanlon.

In 1901 the Supreme CGouncil was
rehabilitated. TFred Allen was not
elected bul shortly afterwards was
co-opted under pressure of his admirers.
He laid low and never appeared in public

= for many years until action in support of
the ¥olfe Tone Memorial wes organised by
the-Sheers gircle of the I.R.B.
ol

Fred Allen gave tkss lécture and to

his surpriie the lecture was & public -
lecture held in 41 Parnell Square. The £e
public were admitted., Tiss Allce = c&_.fu-;, o e
Milligan and othe rs raised the whole '
charge about the Jueen¥s visit Aaittacked

Mﬁﬂ Ainl., Bulmer Hobson for the first time
learned’ of this story and he at the
Tesling Circle created almost a mutiny
in the T.R.B.

It was surprisine that Allen who was
a non~Gatholic was always attacked by
hon-Getholies. There was no personal
question in these attacks. Tt was a
question of sincerity. It came up at the
Centres Board &nd was discussed.

P. OtLoughlin and I gave our views
of it as the oldest members of the Centres '
Board. Ve asked the Supreme Council for .
directions. The Supreme Council sent
down an explanation of Allen's attitude
which was not quite asccurate. It was
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not necegsary 'at the Bmerald gircle
because I could give my own views, but
1t was necessary at the Teeling gircle’
and others who were alwvays asking
gquestions, of an awkward kKind. Hobson
and Seen lchermott were members of this
circle but were never friends of Allen.

The explanation given by the Supreme
Council was Inexact and was accompanied by

‘a personal letter froa John O'Leary to Fred

Allen, written in 1898, refuting some o0ld —

time American ellegations made against

Fred Allen in connection with some other

matters. This was really &f a personal
testimonial of character but was seized

uponn by Bulmer Hobson as an attempt of r
the Supreme Council to camouflage the visels =
issue. . :

This increased trouble in the IL.R.B.
gnd Fred Allen was again forced to '
retire from public activities,

Griffith was never enthusstic over
the I.R.B. owing to his belief that it
wag being run by Fred Allen,

0n one occasion Griffith wes  ___ .
ordered to submit his articles in "The
United Irishman' to the censorship.of a
commi ttee apgoiﬁted by the I.R.B. in "~ .
return for a subsidy to keep the paper

"United Irishman" going.

Griffith rcfused because he believed
1t was submitted to his old eneny, Fred
Allen, It was moved at the Centres Bosrd
that Griffith, s—assben—sf the—Toeling
Cirete-, should be expelled for insubordination
I strongly opposed it. niichael Crowe wes at '
thig time Secretary of the Centres Bosrd. I
declaréd that Griffith's expulsion was merely Mmf"-”’
Goms under 'the influence of Fred Allen's e
friends, rather than of a desire to save the
organisaticon. Michael Crowe rose, threw
up his books and the meeting dissolved in
digorder,

. 1910.

After that I came under the notice of Ekb% [9¢ O.
the British Police and it was decided to
get me out of publin for a tinme. I went
to Belfast and lost touch with all further

meetings of the I.R.B. for some three years,

At a peeting of the Emerald pircle

of which I hed been Centre, held lmnedistely -
after my departure, ¥r. Growe came with a
message from the Centres Board that the office
of Centre, which vias then my position, was
declered vacant and that an elsction was called
Tor. The members were warned not to vote for
any man who had outside public politieal,.
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responsibilities., This was directed
against my sub-Centre, Alindrias ilor

0 Broin, who was General Secretary of Sinn
Fein,- who was nevertheless elected to
succeed me but was called upon to resign
the post forthwith by a representative
of the Centres Board, which he refused
to do. He was suspended and a man

named william Chese of Parnell Street
was elected. The favoured nominee of
the "upper powers" - Sarsfield Lyons

(Mo relation of mine) failed to get
olected.

Arthur Griffith finpally severed his
connection with the I.R.B. in protest 4;,{.}?{&M
against the veto exercised upon the =7 '

election of Andrlas 16r ¢ Broin. This was Mﬂp.,w}—-!f
in 1910, and the appointment of my successor )

was the cause of & serious secession of 1$r}ﬁﬂbdux“”“
“important members, ) v

‘ o et

zalliﬂszrugha Fued.

Aiichael Collins during his internment
in Frongoch Camp at Baster feek, believed
there were special opportunities for
reorganising the I.R.B. in that ‘place and :
proceeded to do so. He gstablished what he
called a‘BSupreme Council Which, of course L owlosv ..-,,-_.A@
was only supreme in Frongock, 1fh¢»~—4hw£uf - 'f:“' .

fe gt e Al — Sl Brnnd CHFamrOG- TN

fhen the bull of the meambers returned
to Dublin in 1917 it was found that the
threeds of the I.R.B. were easily pulled
together again and the whole position was
regulariged. Cathal Brughs, however, was
of opinion that Michael Collins ruled -
the Suprems Council already. He rafused
to return to the I.R.B, as he stated that
the T.R.B. had not fulfilled its purpose
and its men had not turned out at Easter
Heeks, I was personally engaged on a -
census of the turn out of the I.R.B. from
the Volunteers in the Dublin area, I showed
that all the men executed were I.R.B. men.
Over ninety per cent of the I.R.B. men
turned out on Raster Sunday, and in spite
of the confusion caused by licleill's
countermand seventy-five of the I.R.H. men
turned out on Easter lionday, whereas only

about twenty-five of the other Volunteers
turned out.

I moved at the Tentres Board that
Cathal Brugha's expulsion be publised
round the Circles. gollins opposed this
as he thought the organisction would lose
its prestige by expelling a man like gathal
Brugha. It was generally believed what
Cathal Brugha mooted to De Valera that he
should leave the I.R.E. as he might have
to take orders from lichael Collins instead
of being able to give orders.

I pointed out thet the probability of
De Valera being elected Chairman of the
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Supreme Council of the I.R.B. was in theory
the same as that as a President of the
Republic.

At a meeting in Auzust, 1917, a
message ceme to the .Centres Board tlat
De Valera wished to be relieved of his path
and resign the organisation as he had
conscientious seruples with regard to an
cath and had never slept easily -since he
took the oath of the I.R.B. This was a
constitutional objection provided for by
the organisation that any member who had
conscientious scruples with regard to the
oath at any time could resign, so that
De Valera did not leave as a mutineer, he
resigned in the constitutional manner
Collins declared his belief that De Valera
would never hurt the I.R.B.

Membe rship of the I.R.B. was in
itself confined to men of strict sobriety,
probity of character and established

national record.

A counell of every Circle in
addition to the Executive of the gircle
(Centre, Sub-Centre, Secretary and
Treasurer) had five Sergeants, who alone
had authority to approach or propose new

Trecruits.

All proposals were made at ‘the Ccircle
meeting.  The Secretary took a note of

2ll available particulars about the nominees

for recrultment and the Secretery then
attended a meeting every.month of all the
Secretarles of the Circles who performed
their duty in a similar manner at their
own Circles .The names were so read out;
information celled for or against the
nominations. Reports were tendered from

‘the Secretaries' meeting to the Centres

Board before &uthority was given to swear
in the nominees. . In this regard there
was great caution but it was necessarily
very slow organisation. It pay be said
that coming up to Baster Viesk there was a
hand-pic¢ked orgenisation behind the
Volunteers and the Executive Committee

of the Volunteers, with the exception

of MeNeill and Fitzgibbon, was entirely
composed of members of the I.R.B.-

lMembers of the T.R.B. had their own
arnament formed and were the first to be
armed in the Dublin Volunteers. The
I.R.B. borrowed a sum of money from the
Violfe Tone Fund in 1914 for the purchase
of arms., This sum of money (I anm not
sure o1 the amount) was ultimately repaid
to ‘the Viclfe Tone FTund.

Before the Volunteers were started
some time in 1909, the Dmerseld Circle veas
drilling its men in batches end
conducting route marches in nmilitary’
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formation over the Dublin Hills. The
prineipal Drill kasters vere Andrias
Ot'Byrne and Liam Cullen. Striect notice
was teken of. absentees frow those
deputed to attend the drill, &nd meln
over forty years of age vere excused
from the long merches.

£11 this érilling, however, was
done unotficially. The generel
etmosphere reigning in the higher
aunthorities of the I.R.B. was rather
unfavourable to drilling. However,
many circles followed the example of
the "Emerald Qircle" and a strong
military atmdsphere.vas ultimately
dave loped, '



1!‘]

)

i E

9.

FOUIDATION OF WOLUNTLEORS.

In 1911 was started “The voung .
Citizen Volunteers" in Belfast, founded
by Lord Mayor MNeckiordy. .

They were declared to be non-political
and non-gsectarian, and I joined this fowce
against the advice of ny Cethnlic friends
in Belfaust. T tested the non=gsectarian
elament by asking my District Commander
Couneillor Finnegan, if the young citizen
Tolunteers might be extended outside Ulster
and if it were really 4o be non-political
and non-sectarian. He replied In the
affirmative, - :

T asked him for-a scheme of organisation
and initiation forms and I would get oy
friends in Dublin to co-operate.

‘He gave me a bundle of papers, some of
vihieh I sent.to Peadar Wacken, Bulmer Heobson

‘Padraig Pearse and Aindrias Lor § Broia.

At this date the "Unionist (¢lubs" begen to
show themselves and ultimately became the
Ulster Volunteer Force.

I returned to Dublin early in 1915 for
the purpose of assisting at the founding
of the Volunteers. The I.R.B. already
had a number of drill masters and when the
Volunteers were ultimately launched, these
ren were cepable of immediately taking up
the starting of drill without any further
meetings of an organising nsture.
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