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I was sWorn into the Macroom I,.R,B, Circles in 1900 by
Cornelius 0'Shea, Macroom. Ve were stariing football in Macroom
about the same time. There ¥Wers theme two I.d,B, Circles in the

"town and districts adjoining it. The Circle I was in covered

Pound Lane and kMasseytown areas; Con 0'Shea was centre and there
were about ten members, The other Circle covered tne Dastern
side of the town. Jack Murphy, Sleeveen, Was the centre.

llea tings were held usually once a month in different places
round the town, The only visitor I remember coming to these
meetings was a man who attended a meeting absut 1902 or 1903.
e were told he was from America, but I have no recollection of
what he said, or Whethsr his visit had any particular significance.
Jack Murphy had contact with P.N., Fitzgerald ia Cork, - Dave Murphy,
Coachford, was an active member at that time. The subscription
uvas 54 a month. We had no arms. . ' -

In 1905 or 1906 the I.R.,B. men in Macroom started the Young
Ireland Society, Denis mMurphy of the Garoagh, Who had returned
from the U.S.A., was President. From then down to the time the
Volunteers started the Young Ireland Society organised the
lanchester Martyrs' celebrations in Macroom each year. All the
I.R.B. men were members of the Young Ireland 3ociety, but it had
many other members who Were not organisation men. . Frominent amongst
them was Donal 0 HKurchadha, a native of MacToom, Who had teen in
the Keating Branch of the Gaalic League in Dublin, He was a native
Irish speaker and he organised Irish classaes in the town. He was
never in the I.H.B. The Young Ireland Society brought speakers
to Liacroom and Coachford for the wanchester iartyrs' celebrations.
These included Sedn ilacDiormada, T.F. 0'Sullivan, P.J. Devlin
(a G.A.A, man and Labour Grganisar from Dublin) and K.J., Doran of
ucbh. .

The Young Ireland Society had rooms in Castle Street; 1Irish
classes were held there, collections were organised and carried out
in the surrounding country districts as well as in the town, and
bractically all Irish-Ireland activities centred there, The
collections were for the Hational Mosament and for John R. 0'Sullivan
( The Bard), a prisoner of the Land Lesgue days Who was released
about that time. He had served 17 years of a 24 years' sentence.

The I.R.B, organisation in kacroom and the ‘districts ad join-

.ing it died out as an active body in the years 1910 to 1912. The

main reason was that most of the members were suspended, one by

one, for taking part in politics; some on the Hedrondite and sonme
on the O'Brienite side. The organisation did not eXist again
until I re-organised it after 1916. I think Sean O'Hegarty was

in touch with Henry A, Brown, Nutleys, about 1910 or.1911, but there
was no re~organisation at t&at time.

Sean MacDiarmads visited Macroom on sone organising wor'k about
1810.  Sean O'Kelleher -and I went to Coachford with him, It may
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have been in conmnection with "Irish Freedom" or Sinn Fein, I
was distributing "Irish Freedom™. As far as I remember, he did
not discuss the I.R.B. With me at the time. He did not do any
organising work, nor was any attempt made to re-drganise the
I.R.B. then.

The Volunteer organisation was started in Mecroom soon
after the start in €ork, and, when the Redmondite supporters came
into it, four Companies were organised in the town and its
immediate neighbourhood. There Was a Committes in control at
this time, of which Martin Fitzgerald was the Chairman and John
0'Shea the Secretary. '

When the Split came, practically the whole body decided to
accept Redmond's leadership. I was the only Officer of the
Volunteers before the Split to join the Irish Volunteears. The
Natlonal Volunteers continued to maintain their organisation after
the Split and the few Irish Volunteers who were left in the town
continued to meet, but.took -no steps openly to organise. e
felt that opposition Would only tend to keep the National
Volunteers alive, and we Were advised by Sedn Nolan of Cork to
bide our time. Charlie Brown, whose sympathies were entirely
with us, continued to train with the National Volunteers, but was
always ready to come over to us as soon as We made a start agein,

The position in the country districts around Macroom Waa
mach the same, and the first re-organisation of the Irish -
Volunteers began in €londrohid at the end of 1914, Seamus Murphy
an&dSeéﬂ Nolen of Cork came out there organising frequently on
Sundays. : ’

In the spring or Summer of 1915 we re-started in Macroom,
and Charlie Brown immediately joined us. Humbers were small at
first, but by the end of the year we had about 30 Volunteers in the
town, We took part in the Manchester Martyrs' demonstration in
Cork in November, 19215, The strenghts of the.Compeanies from this
erea taking part were approximately:-

. Macroom: 30 _ . -
- Kilmurray: 20
Kilnamartyra; 20
. Clondrohid: 20
. Ballinagree: 20
Carriganimma: 30 .

We'had no service rifles; we had some miniatures and some
shot guns, but I do not think we were all armed, e had bought all
the shot guns that were available in Macroom,

At the end of 1915 or early 1916 We took part in an exercise
at Bealnableth in which Units from Cork City and otker places were
engaged, Daithi Barry was Brigade Adjutani at the time,

John Lynch from the Macroom Company attended the Offi cerst
training class in Sheares' Street Hall, Cork, in January, 1916, .
e took part in the St. Patrick's Day. parade in Cork in 1916, with
about the same strengths as wWe had in the previous November.



L1}

-«

"

-5 -

There Was little change in the strengthg of the Macroom
Company up to Easter, 1916, Training had been carried on
regularly; there were weekly parades and Sunday marches or exercise
and the attendance was always very good.  Paddy Trahey, Paddy
Corkery, Seén Murphy, Seamus Murphy and Seén Nolan used to visit
us freguently. WYe had no service rifles at Easter, 1916, and had
very little additional arms over what we had at November, 1915.

The Officers of the Macroom Company at Easter, 1916, wWere;:-

Captain: Dan Corkery.

1st Lieut.: John Lynch. .

2nd Lieut.: Stephen 0'Connor.
Ad jutant: Charles Brownm.
Quar termaster: :

Seéetion Commander: Denis Creedon.

Some time during Holy Week, 1916, I got orders from the
Brigade for the Easter exercises. T was not in Cork and I do not
remenber how I got the orders, whather it Was in writing or was
brought verbhally. 1 do not remember that ve sent anyone to Cork.
orders were to the effect that the MacTroom Company was to march to
Carriganimma and be there by 12 noon on Baster sSunday. Wie were
to have all available arms end equipment and rations for three
days. Ve were to remain at Carriganimma until we got further
orders. . I do not remember whether T got the orders for the other
Companies in the area, or whether they were sent to them direct.
We suspected that something unusual Was interded, but we had no
definite information that anything more than & week-end exercise
was to take place.

The total strength of the Macroom Company at Carriganimma on
Easter Sunday was 25, Officers and men. The following are the
names:= ' _ “ . _

Daniel Corkery.
Charles Browne ,
John Lymech.
Stephen C'Connor.
- Patrick 0'Connor,
Denis Creedon,
Jeremiah Horgan.
Dﬂ.n J. LH.II'PhY-
John Fitzgerald.
Wijliam Casey. .
Denis Murphy.
Jomm Cronin.
Dan Cronin.
Denis Kelleher.
Jack Cunningham,
Thade Murphy.
Jack burphy.
Timothy Healy.
John Mallane .,
John Long.
Dgn Sheehan,
‘Tim Callaghan,
Willie Kelleher.
Louie Droumey (Toames).
Jeremiah Lucey,
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We did some exercises. The day was very wet and we got shelter
in Walsh's farmhouse. Seén Nolan came but I do not remember
that he brought any message. No orders came to us until nearly
dusk, between 9 and 10 o'clock, when Michasl Lynch arrived on a
motor cyela. He told us the instructions were cancelled and

we were to return home. .We all marched back to Macroom. Tomés
MacCurtain or Terence MacSwiney d4id not visit us at Carriganimma
that ﬂﬂy .

On Easter Monday a man named Tadg 0'leary from Ballingeary,
who Worked in Suttons, brought me a verbal.message from Seén
Murphy, the Brigade Quartermaster, from Cork, to the effect that
fighting was taking place in Dublin and that we were to stand to
arms., I understood he was going on to Ballingeary. The
Macroom Company stood to arms for the remainder of the week. Ve
had a room in the town and the men were either there or quickly
available. On Easter Monday night Miss Mary MecSwiney and Miss
Cashell arrived in Macroom on the 7 o'clock train from Coxk,

They were looking for Tomds MacCurtain and Terence MacSwiney and
thoughts perhaps they were at Ballingeary. I had ne information
of their movemsents. I got a covered car and sent John Lynch to
Ballingeary with Miss MacSwhney and Miss Cashell.  ~ Lynch had no
message for MacCurtain or MacSwiney, he merely accompanied the
two ladies. When he returned that night he told me that neither
MacCurtain nor lMaseSwiney was at Ballingeary. . ,

On Tuesday or Fednesday a message Was brought to me by, I
think, Tadg Barry to the effect that the Cork men intended to .
move out from the city with their arms and that we were to be in
readiness, on receiving an order, %o move in towards Cork to meet
fthem, I sent this message to the: Companies at Kilmurray,
Kilnamartyra, Clondrohid and Ballinagrse, During the week there
were messages from Cork every day, sometimes.twice a day; {heir
general purport Was to keep us in touch and I do not remember the
detalls of them. Amongst the messengers who came out to us fronm
Cork were Pat Higgins and Fred Murray. -

Late in the week - perhaps Saturday -~ we got a message from
Cork that the surremder had taken place in Dublin and that we were
to safeguard our arms. We never got an order to surrender arms.
At the same time we got notice of a meeting to be held in the
Hall in She&ares' Street, Cork, on Sunday - that is, the Sunday
after Easter Sunday. I attended that meeting with John Lynch and
someone else from the Maceroom Company. I think the other
Companies were represented also. As far as I remember, we cycled
to Dooniskey and travelled in by train. We were not in time for
the.start of the meeting. Toméds MagCurtain and Terence
MacSwiney were both there, It was the first time I had seen them
since before Easter. I do not remember a vote being taken on
the surrender of arms but we were told that the surrender had
taken place in Dublin and that we should keep the organisation
intact and safeguard our arms.

I was arrested on the following Tuesday, £nd May. John
Lynch, Charles Brown, Stephen 0*Connor and Paddy (O'Connor were
also arrested in Mecroom. .Dan. Harrington and Seén Ruadh Riordan
had been arrested in Kilnamartyra on the previous Thursday. We
intended to attempt to rescue them when they Were being brought
through Maeroom but they were taken through before we had time
to make any plans. John Cronin, Macroom Company, and Tom Neville
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and John J, Murphy, Dcoﬁiskay, were arrested about May 9th.

After we were arrested someone told the local Volunteers
that if the arms were surrendered we would be released. A meeting
vas held and it was agreed there that all the arms would be brought
to the Volunteer rooms. This Was done in order to ensure that any
individual Volunteer would not be fooled into surrendering his arms.
When all the arms were collected at the rooms they were then taken
by a few of the Volunteers and put in places of safeiy. No arms:
were surrendered in Macroom. )

. After srrest we were taken to the Detention Barracks in Cork.
T'e were there about a week and were then taken to Richmond Barracks,
Dublin, and afterwards to Froangoch. While in the Detention Barracks
at Cork, Canon Cullinane, who was the Chaplain, tried to tell me
something, but Was only able to say that everything was alright out~-
side. A Sergeant Cummins, Who was on duty there, was also friendly.
He used to com® to the spy-hole in the cell at night and. tell me what
was happening outside. ' He told me of Kent's exerution and of the
fact that We were being moved., He thought.we were ito be released.

I do not think Terence MacSWwiney was in the Detention Barracks. The -
first place I saW him after my arrest was in Frongoch. '

There were no Flenna or Cuman-pna-mBan organisations in the
area before 19186,
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