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When the Provisional Committee of the Irish

Volunteers was started they met in Wynn's Hotel and used

my office at 12 D'Olier.Street as én address. © Very early

‘in the year 1914 thag teak two rooms on the first floor of

No. Eﬂﬁ Brunswiek Street which was suhsequantly re-named
Pearse Street. In August, or possibly September, 1914,
these rooms pravinglinadaquatai I rented & house, No, 41

Kildare.atreeﬁ; as Headquartais. We were in this house

‘quite a short time when it was cunﬁamnaﬂ as unsafe by the

Dublin Gorpar&tiun and we hed to muve.- Offices were then

taken at Hb. 2 nawson straet which remained as vnluntasn

Headgquarters until tha Insurrection in 1916.

The Prbﬁisiunﬂl committae in pecember 1913, in

. order to Publiah the manifaatn appealing for funds and

:I.nstructiana fnr fﬂrming campanies, published a fuur-p&ga
paper called "The ?bluntaer u&zatta" There was'anlr one
issue and thﬂre was no’ intentinn nr continuing it as a

pariadical.

Tﬁwa:ﬂs the end of January, 1514, the proprietors
of the "Ehﬂiscorthy Echot proposed that they should start
a weekly paper to be called "The Iriah Volunteer®, and to

serve as an organ of the mnvemant. The proposal wes mede

to us by Willian{ Sears, who was the editor and one of the

.nirecturs of the "Enniscorthy REchov, - Thﬂ editor of the new

paper wes to be Leurence De Lacy, who was an active

Volunteer and a member of the I.R.B.. This had the

advantage of giving us a paper in which we ecould publish

dncumants of all kinﬂg, but.it had the disadvantege thet it
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' was a commerclal venture of the "Enniscorthy REchor and

that we had no control over what else went into the paper.
In fact it urtﬁn;touk a parrow and partisan attitude '
that we did not 1like, This continued until November,

1914, when the proprietors of the "Enniscorthy Echov

déniﬂaﬂ to discontinue the paper,

I was then acting as Honurarr Ganaral Seqratary
and nffbrad to run the paper, as our officiel organ,
from Headquarters, A sum of 2100 was advanced from
Volunteer funds as wﬁrking capitel for the paper, and no

further subsidies were required, as the paper paid its w&yi

MacNelll expressed a desire to have his name on the
paper as editor, and he wrote ths'nntas.an Fage I each

week, but actually I edited and meanaged the paper, and

| MecNeill never saw what wua going 1n, or tnnk any part in

it, beyond tha notes which hﬂ hed written himselfr, -

"~ The two most valuable cnﬁtrihutnrs.tu the paper |
were J.J. G'Gunpall, éffarwarﬁa Colonel n'cﬁnnall of the
Irish Army, and ﬁimar 0'puffy, who won distinction as a -
playwright and novelist. Tﬁg military artiﬁlea in the
paper-wﬁrﬁ written by’thaaa two men.' Bath men had a
great interast in, and a natural aptitude for militarr
things, - D'connall had been a student af‘military
History and Stratagr for ﬁanx years, anﬁ n'nuffyfé
1ntarast in the subjﬁst apparantly started when he was

a Cadet at stunerhurat.

After thﬂ departure of the Reﬁmpnﬂite numineea
rrum the Provisional Committee in September 1914, ‘there B
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succeeded & period ﬁr slow but steady growth and of incessant

work for meny of us at Headquarters.

'I became Honorary General Secretary, .and was usually
huay in tha office from 10 a.m. until midnight., MacNeill
was Ghief of starf &nﬂ Kettle had gone out with the
Radmbndita nnminaes.

As Honorary General Secretary I ran the organisation,
edited aﬁd manageﬁ the nffieial organ, managed a small
factury for tha manuractura of equipment, havnrsacks, tanta,'
ata., and tried to make & living as a free-lance journaliat
in my spare time.

The first convent:inn was held in tla Abbey Thaatra

Duhlin, on 25th October, 1914. An account of this cenvention
appeared in the Irish Volunteer pﬁpar on 31st Qctober, 1914.

A number of names were put forward for election to

~the Executive Committes, but somebody in the Hall Proposed

that all; the members of the old ?m'visional committee who hed
stuck by the Irish ?hluntaara when the Redmond nnminsas were

expelled in Se ptember, 1914, should be re-elected en hlnc asg

the new Executive. This was carried unanimously,
. . . .

. The growth of the ?ulﬁhfeers continued steadily
between the First and Second Conventions, the Second being

held in the Abbey Theatre on 31st Qctober, 1915, | The fé
following members were elected at this convention to form the
Central Executive:- ) | |
Eniq.ﬂacﬂhill : President
Thomas McDonagh | . Josaph,?lupkett.

Sean Fitzgibbon P, H. Pearse 3
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' Sedn MacDiarmada PFamonn Ceannt

Liam Mellows Seamus 0*connor

J. J. 0'Connell ~ The 05Rah1115;as Treasurer

and mysalf, ﬁa.ﬁannrary General gSecretary..

It was towards the end of 1915 that talk of

insurracfinn begaﬁ to be heard.

My recollection of most ﬁf_these events is now

vague, ﬁnﬂ I do not olaim for it any particular validity

. as histariuél evidence. As far as I can recollect,

Guhﬁolly, towards the end of 1915, ﬂaﬁideq to have a

little insurreotinn with the citizan.arﬁy.

Connolly's attitude towards the irish.vpluﬁtaara.
and particularly towards some of us on the Executive,
wa# oné of parsiatdnt hostility. The Supreme Council oy
the I.H;B., from which I had resigned, tnuk.élarm at
cdnnailyfs attitude. Some tima towards the end uf 1915.
the Council, or posaihly some members of the Ccouneil,
acting without Fhﬂ knowledge of the others, actually
kidnapped Connolly and held him e prisoner for several’
days. While a prisoner, Connolly had several ﬂiaeuaéiuna
with his ceptors, and apparently he succeeded in capturing
them and cnmmitting them to a ﬂerinita inswrection in
1916. McDermott and Clarke were the principal movers in
this, and appear tu.have been jbinsd br:P&arae, McDonagh

Ll

and Plunkett,

As I was the officer in charge of. the I.H.B. in
Dublin, and had to be kept in ignorance of these
broceedings, extraordinary precautions and a great desl
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of duﬁlieity were practiced. Such a poliecy wes, of
course, a.vialation of the cnnﬁtitutinn of the I.R.B.

I do not think tha£ all the members nrltha supgemn council
were a party to it, or were even aware of much that was
hapﬁahing. It 1is undaﬁiahla that a vast ﬁﬁjbrity af;thﬂ
mamhérs ﬁnuld.hava refused to have been drawn into such

a venture had they known what was taking place, -

The poliey of the Irish Volunteer Exéautivﬂ, for

which MacNelll and I were mainly responsible, was to

. prepare far_a dafanaivg atruggle using guerilla taﬁtics,

and the military training in the Volunteer paper &nd in

the Companies was directed to this end. I had auggaatad

to 0'Connell and u'nurry thﬁt, in writing for the paper, thay
should spacialiaa on the de?elnpmant of guarilla taotics
suited to the Irish tarrain end 0'connellts series of

articles on hedge fighting developed training 1n this
direction. McDermott and Pearse, and” those who thought
with tham, finding it utturly impossible to persuade the
Volunteer Executive to ahanﬂon this ayatem for their policy
of an. 1nsurrectionarr damnnatratiup, entered 1nto a secret
agraament with cunnally to bring the volunteers nut in an
insurrﬁctian, unpraparad and unaware of what they were baing

let in for.

while I had little specific knowledge of what was
teking place, I had a good deal of suspicion, and some time
about March 1916, 'G'Gonnﬂll and I, as members of the

Milit&ry Staff at Headquarters, demasnded a apacial all-dar
maating of the military Staff in order to make a final

effort at a elaar understanding es to the poliey which was

h

to be pursued “h'y' the Irish volunteers.
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At my reduast, Maﬁmaill prepared e sfatamanx on
?nluntsaf policy, which it was proposed tﬁ'_ask everybody
present to either assent to or dissent from. The
original of that document, in MacNeill's hanﬂwriting, is

in my possession. -

The meeting was held at Woodtown park, Rethfernhem,
where MaoNeill was then 1living, 1n order that we might
have uninterrupted discussion for as long as was
naaeésarr. :Pearsa and Eﬁnermntt at this meeting
specifically disavowed any intention to land the Volunteers
in an insurrection, and reproached the rest of us for our

suapicious natures,

_7 There was no actual subsnriptian-to'mauﬂaillis

memorandum, and the discussion ended with a complete

~denial on the part of Pearse and Mepermott that they had

the remotest intention of committing the Volunteers to
any course not decided on by the Executlve cnmmitﬁea.
O'Connell, E&tﬂgﬁklai,tMacHaill, D‘Rﬂh;lly,‘Mcnarmntt,
Pearse, mgaélr, and others whom I do nﬁt remember, wsre

present,

I remember having & discussion with pearse in a

Dublin restaurant about this time, wﬁiuh ended with Pearse

_saying. as he rose from the table, "I cannot answer your

arguments, but I feel that we must have an inswrrectionw,

About the sam® time, and in another publin

" restaurant, I hed & similar. conversation with James

Connolly. His coaversation was full of c¢liches derived

from the earlier deys of the Socialist movement in

Furnpa. He told me that the working eclasa was always



-7

f&valutianary, that Irélﬂnﬂ wag a powder megezine and
that what was necessery was fn:'sﬁmEunﬂ to applg-thﬁ

, match. I replied that if he must talk in metaphors ,
Ireland was & wet bag1and thet the mateh would fall into
a puddle. I thought of this later as T watched the
Dublin mob, not jnininé Cconnolly in the Post office, but -
looting the shops in O'Connel) Street, and T ﬁhnught-
of this again when I read in the press how the British
soldiers aftér the éurrﬂnﬂar had to protect ﬁhai#

prisopners from the viélence of the-publin mob,

In the early monﬁhs.ar 1916 there was a
feeling ﬁf growing tension, and; as far as I was
concerned, of growing disbelief 1n the protestations
of Pearse and Manerﬁét?.' mhis-wéé greatly heightened
when, about a week hefnre the insurrection, MacNeill
brought me in a document, which purported to be secret
orders issued by the British authorities for the
supp:essian of the Irish vbiuntaera. agd desired mﬂlﬁo
have it circulated throughout the movement., T read
this document with considerable doubt and Eskéd MacNeill
 where he got it. He said that he wes not at iiherty
to tell me. The document did not appear to me to be
authentic on the face of it, end, unable to get any |
1ﬁfarmation as to ﬁhﬂfe it came from, T finﬁllylsaid'
fﬁ MacNeill "Agre you completely éqd absolutely satisfied

‘&8s to its auﬁﬁentieity?" "Y am™, he sald, and on that

assurance I circulated it all over the country.

 As a result of subsequent investigations in
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| 1917, I discovered that MacNeill hed got this document

frnm.P;J. Little, who had got it from Rory O'Connor,

. who had got it ffnm Joseph Plunkett, & member of our
' Gnmmittaé, who was actively assoclated with Pearse end .

.whn had taken, apparently, elaborate precautions to

plant thﬁ document on MacNeill. Tha‘dneuﬁant was
printed for Plunkett by Colm 0'Loughlin, who will

probably be able to supplement my statement.

Most of us were bending all our energies to
outwitting the common ememy, but Pluskett devoted his
talenfs'tn nutwittihg his friends. It must, hnwaver;
be remembered that he was in a very advahcaq stage of

T,B. and that his condition was far from normal,

' There was & caneart nrganisaﬂ by cumann na mpBan
and held at 41 Parnell 3quara on Palm sSunday, l6th
April. - Someone, whose name I do not remember, was ﬁo
have éivan anlaﬁﬂresa but did not turm up, and I was
asked to £ill the gap. 0On the spur of the moment T
made a speech in very guarded languege, so as not to
excite the suspicions of the authorities, and yet
sufficiently definite to ha'iﬁtalligibla to the meny
Volunteers who were in the Hall., T warned them uf.thﬂl
extreme danger of being drawn into pfacipitate'acﬁian,
which could only have the effect of bringing the muvamaut
to an end, and I said that no men had a right to risk

the fa:tunﬂs of the country in order to ure&ta for
himgelf a niche in history. The great majority of the
audience ~seamad't.ulhe in agreement with what T had

said, There iz a refarance to this apeech in ﬁ;M. Foxts



"Green Banmers". I have no quarrel with his very brief -

account of this speech.

The great msjority of the Irish ﬁblunteara; and
the gfaat majnfity of the members of the I.R.B. would
hafa'haen ﬂefinitely.hnstile té a daﬁnnstrutinq 1ike.tha
1916 Insurrection hed it been possible to consult them.
An nverﬁhalming majo;ity of +the Irish Volunteer Executive
suppartaﬂ:thﬂbili and me in our design to build up the
Volunteers into & powerful urganisaﬁiun; and to resort to
guerilla tectics if and when we were attacked. . The 1916
men were unable to challenge this policy sucueasfullr in
the Bxecutive Committee and were, tﬁerefnra, driven to
misuse their position as officers im the Volunteers to

 order men iﬁtu action in pursuance of a policy different
from the one they were publicly pledged to maintain.!

After the pitiful demonstration in 1867, when
& handful of Penians were marched out to Tallaght and
Stap&side, the I.R.B. had to re-organise in 1873 and
spacificallr insertad a Cleuse in the new constitution
designed tn pmﬁvaut & recurrence of the rutila

damnnstratiana of the kind they had_saan. Thsr,

therefore, inserted in the I.R.B. Constitution the folluwing.

sentence:—

L

"The I.R.B. shall await the dsuiaiun of the
Irish Nation as expressed by a ma jority of the

Irish people as to the fit hour of inaugurating
a war against Englandecececee? .

It was not the Supreme Council of the T.R.B. who .
orsanisa&fthe Inaurrentiuﬁ, but a small juﬁta of ﬁhﬂ L
I.R.B., acting without the knowledge of some members of

the Suprems Gouncil, acting with the utmost irregularity

\Il-.
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and ignuriné-tha éunstitutiﬂn, who joined with gonnolly
a.nd n}:ganisad the Insurz;ectinn. I had ';-asignad'rmm
the Suprems Gounoil in 1914, but I had Tetained the
urfica of Chairman of the Dublin Centres Board and was
the officer in charge of the I.R.B. in publin in 1916,
It was'this fact, and the fact that they could not hope
to gét. the majority of the Volunteer Executive, that

compelled the ﬁeupla organising the Iﬁsurraﬁtinn to deny

- their intentions to act with the greatest irregulerity,

and to embark on a policy of widely oiganisad daéeptiun_
in order to prevent the Volunteer Executive and me, as the
I.R.B. representative in Dublin, from knowing what they

were up to.

fearsa-had always hed a curious belief in the
neceasity for a'perinﬂigal hlbaﬁ sacrifice, and thié
belief was sha:aﬁ-br a nuﬁber of others. On the other
hand, I and those who thought with me wahted to build up
a real strength in Ireland, which would be sufficiently
powerful to wrest control of the country from fhﬂ ﬁritiah
Government, and I fully é:pected that thﬁ English .
Bavernmant.wgulﬁ take tha'abportunity of dragooning the
country and intrndﬁcing consceription if they were given

that excuse by a little abortive Rising in Buhiin.

Y

There were no plans, and there could not have been
plans which could seriously be called military.

Thé_tactic of locking a body of men up in two
or three buildings ﬁn stay there until they 'wers sﬁng or
burned out of them was nothing but a ﬂemunstratibn,land

one which would have been completely disastrous to this

fﬁ. ‘L‘\'E - '

country had it not been saved by the eensequent mishandling
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‘of the situation by the English Governmer: .

Pearse was full of notions drawn from the 0ld
Tegtament about being the sa&pagnat of the people, and
in Nevinson's Recollections Connolly is guoted as

having aaiﬂ“tnIWilliamlﬂfBrian "We are going out to be

o

Speaking from memory, my recollection is that,

- taken by'aurprise, the British Government spent Monday

and Tuesday in bringing up rainrurcamanté. The sarinﬁs
attack began on Wednesday morning end the surrender
OIBGHITBﬂ on Thursday afternoon, ‘Thls was what might
have been expected.
The first definite information I had that an
insurrection was to occur in the imuediate future was

late in the evening of Holy Thursday, when J.J. 0'Connell

~and Eimer 0'Duffy came into my office and told me that

an insurrection had been planned for the téllnwing sunday .

With them T went immedjately to MacNeill's house at

" Rathfarnham, arriving a considerable time after he had

gone to bed. We got MacNeill up and hastened then to

St. ﬁnﬂa'a to see F.H. Pearse, arriving abnut.a'a;m. _
knnékiﬁg éﬂarse up.- Mﬂeﬂbill; Of'Connell and T went in’
to see Pearse, 1aﬁving 0 tpuffy, who was not é member of

the Executive, outside. ©Pearse then admitted that an

Ainsurrection was to take place, and told us that nothing

we could do could prevent it. This was in striking
contrast to the assurances which he had so recently
and so frequently given, that he was acting loyally with

his colleagues on the Executive Committee. P



12~

MacNeill, 0'Connell and I then returned to
MacNeill's house, where MacNeill, as Chief of Staff,
wrote an Order authorising me to teke complete cherge
"in Dublin, and to take all necessary steps to prevent
the Volunteers being drawn into teking the initiat1v§1

i'n_'an.oi_'fanaiv'e action against the Government.

MacNeill wrote a second Order directing 0'Connell
to proceed to Cork, and to take complete charge there,
with the same object in view. |

I arrived ﬁariy on Good Friday at the ‘Eﬁluntﬁar
office after this night-long ectivity, and immediately
my'érrice staff arrived, I set them'all to work burning
edrraspnnﬂance and lists of names, so that, whatever
- happened, the authorities should not come into. .
pﬁgéaé§ion df the names of our mémhars thraughnut tha..
country, and this is éne of tke actions which

-contributed $o the absence of information on the part of
the éaline duriﬁg'an& subsequent to the Insurrection. -
Barney Mellows and Seamus Cooling were members of .the
steff at that time,. r

Appafently after we had left him, Pearse
cnﬂmunicataq with some of his frianﬂa, because, quite
early on Good Friday morning, McDermott and McDohagh

went to MacNeill's house, They appear to have told him
tha# tﬁﬂ Rising was inevitable, and to have ennvinoaﬂ"
him that he could do nothj.ng.. It was often easier to
convince MacNeill that nothing could be done, than it

- was to spur him into positive action.

MacNeill thereupon sent me en Order countermanding

the Order which he had given me a few hours before, and
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stating that he was on his way in to the Headquarters

P

office. I waited for him in vein for several hours, apd |
spent the time in hurryiﬁg on - the destruction of our
'papars,. I réaliseﬁ, by this wacillation aﬁ Maunﬁill;s
| part, that.it was Impossible to take fﬁrthﬂr ﬂafinita
aﬂtioﬁ, and at any rﬁte, events by thean had got aumpleteiy

out of gQur control.

That afternoon I was asked by Sedn Tobin, who had
succeeded me.as Chairman of the Leinster Execﬁti?a, to
attend a meeting of the Leinster Executive of the I.R.B.
at Martin Conlon's house in Phibsboro. f was reluctant
to go, and did not see énj purpose to be sarvad; and at
the same time I hed a_aﬁapicinn that this was a ruse to

get me out of the way. T yielded to the importunities

» I-T 1h.

of Seén Tobin to attend, es I was impelled partly by my
curiosity as to whether my suzﬁisa that the ﬁﬁating wes 8

ruse to get me away from Headquarters was correct.

I was, therefore, not surprised when, as I
entered the hnuse; some members, who were armed with
revolvers, told me that I ﬁaa a_prisunaf. and could not
leave the house, I falt.that i had done a;%'l could to
keep the valuntaars.ﬁn the course which I béilavh&_

essential for their success, and that there was nothing
further I ‘could do. | | |

On Easter.gaturday, while I was still a prisoner,
# ' ' * MecNeill was again galvanised into action by saah
7 . Fitzgibbon and Colm O'Loughlin, Both had been induced

to go on journeys to Kerry in connection with the

projected 1anﬂing of arms from Germany, and Fitzgibbon,
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MaoNeill at his home in Woodtown Park. I had a long
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at any rate, undertook this because he had received
explicit assurances, I think frnm'Pearse, that T was
ﬂnthusiaétically in favour of the pfoject. |
Fitzgibbon's recoiléctinns of this, and his subsequent .

efforts to praveﬁt the instrrection in canjunatiahfwith'

Maclfeill, will corroborate and amplify my recollection.

I was released from Martin Conlon's hauée on
Easter Monday  evening about 6 or 7 o*'clock, and my
first object was to get in touch with,ﬁaamaill'anﬂ fina

out what the position was,

I passed down Q'Connell Street apd saw Volunteers

standing on guard at the Post O0ffice, and on the other

. 8ide of the street the Dublin mob, not joinlng Connolly

but systematically looting the shops.

- I stayed in Dublin on Monday night and on Tﬁgsday
went out to Rathfarnham, where T got in touch with

talk with MaclNeill that night, but there did not seem to
be anything that we could do st the moment. I stayed
with MacNeill thet night and for a fortnight afterwards.

On Wednesday Arthur Griffith and Patrick Bradley
turned up at Woodtown Park to discuss the situation.
They had cycled from Clontarf, keeping on the outskirts

of the town. Griffith had received a mobilisation order

. and had disobeyed it, as he shared our view as to the -

danger and the futility of the Insurrection.

_ Towards the anﬂ.ﬁf the week, whﬁn the surrender
had taken place and most of the fighting had ceased,
MagNeill drafted a letter addressed tn_ﬁanaral Maxwell, a
copy ‘'of which I still have, in which he asked for an



L I

W ome

-] 5=

£

interview with the queet of preventing further

. bloodshed. MacNeill urged me to join with him in

this letter, but I refused, because I regarded it as

~useless, and as a'mara invitation to Maxwell to have

us arrested by disclosing where .we were. MacNeill

" toldl me that we would have no political future if we -

‘were not 'arrestaﬂ, but I replied that, while I was to

a certain degree indifferent as to whether I was
arrestaﬁ-ur not, waha not going to ask for it. The
letter was teken in to the Military Hesdquarters by

his eldest son, Niall, and elmost immediately an

. officer came out ih a car, ostensibly to take MacNeill

in to see Maxwell, but when MacNeill arrived, instead
of Maxwell he was confronted with Major Price, the

head of the Dublin police, who pleced him under arrest.

Tha officer whn_eame out to arrest Macyeill

_ was a Belfast man called McCammond, whom I had known

fairly.wall. He saw me at MacNeill's but made no sign

of recugnitibn;

I have heard it stated that there was a proposal
made by Arthur Griffith end John MacNeill to issue a
proclamation during Faster Week, calling on the whole
country to rise. I wes in the closest touch with
MacNeill and spent the whole of that week in his house.
on thﬂ:wadnasday of that.waek I had a tﬁlk, which"
lasted for several hnurs;, .with Griffith and Maeméill
tngafher. - No such mnvs_was-aiar suggested or
discussed, and I do not for a mumeht beliave that such

a move was contemplated,

a
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T think it was on thﬂ-WBﬂHGSﬂEF morning when T
ceme down tﬁ breakfast that I found that John MacNeill

was getting ready to go down and to join in the
- Insurrection, and intended to take his young sons wilth

him. I asked Mrs. MacNeill not to disturb us, aM T
went into the atudy and pointed out to John tha-shﬂ;r"
foliy of his going in at thia_staga, and thﬁﬁ the fact of
his so acting would place all the men who had obeyed his
orders in an impossible and false positinn. After a

few mnmauta John ahan&cnﬂd the ides.

£

© John and Jemes MacNeill, a younger brother, were

at that time living together in Woodtown Fark, as were
Johnt's faﬁlly.- |

It was stated in the Harding cnmmiasion Hepnri

that on the 30th May, 1915, at a mﬂeting of the Exacutiva

_cummittaa of the Irish ?blunt&ars I prnpnsaﬂ en lmmediate

insurrection and waa ﬂefeateﬂ only by the casting vote of
the Chairman, MacNeill, ~ This is a completely fantastic
story, invented by some policemen and retailed to the |

Commission. MacNeill anﬂII never had any ma jor

dis&graeﬁgnt on policy. I did not at any time prbpnaa

an insurrection to the Committee, and, cnnsequantlg,:was

not defeated by the casting vote of MacNeill.

Immsdiately after the surrender I arrangéd with

a8 friend of mine, Frank 1png, sulicitnf, of Ormond Quay,

o pay all the debts of the Volunteer organisation out

of Volunteer funds in my possessioh, and to hend over
QGSSEESian nf thé pramisas tﬁ thﬁ owner, I also got

Long to get a firm of furniture removers to go in to the
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Volunteer offices and take all the furniture and every

scrap of paper of evafy Kind which had survived numerous

- raids by the police and military. This was stored until '

T was able to sort them out about eighteen months !

afterwards, and J recovered many documents of value for

. the history of the Volunteers.

When the men came out of Jail in 1917 and the

vuiuntaera were re-formed, & Convention of the'Iriqh
Volunteers was held, It was presideﬂ-nver by
Mr. de Valera.  On behalf of himself, Fitzgibbon,

J.J. 0'Connell, me and other members of the old Executive,

" MacNeill wrote to Mr. de Velera demmnding that the

surviving members of the old Volunteer Executive should
attend the Convention. mhis they had a clear right to
do under the Constitution of the Irish Volunteers, but

Mr. de Valera flatly refused to have us admitted. This

ended my active participation in Irish political movements.
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