=

BUREAU GF KiL i &Y #I5TORY 1913-21

DlG‘[AL | BURO STAIRE MILE T4 131321
,.~_\&_ I - [No.W.s. &7

BURO STAIRE. MILEATA 1913-2i
{Bareau of Military History 1913.21),

26 RaBEDH Na z«hnmaméu,
(26 Westland Rowl,

-
L BalLE ATHa CLIATH,
Telefén 61048, _ (Dablin).

DOCUMENT W.S5.47

Joint Statement by:

Sean Hesaly,
33 Barrack St., Cork.

Liam 0'Callaghan,
284 Blarney St., Cork.

Dated: 4th October, 1947.

Fianna Eireann, Cork City.
and County, 1910-1916.

3

-

5 pp. —~ typescript - foolscap.

File Ho. S5.566
do, S5.367

ROIINIT COSAITTA. ' Toe




4

L

=

- OWhe

w5 47

: S | | PR
am  BE -
. ‘( i i\l ?XL ,' - | BUREAL OF MILITARY 3157007 1913-91
O : N ‘BURD STAIRE MILI Ty 15,300
o ' , INOo. W.S. .7
. , : » 1
JOINT STATEMENT OF 3E$N‘HEEEE, 33 BARRACK STREET, CORK.
LIAM O'CALLAGHAN, 264 BLARNEY STREET, CORK.

PERIOD: . 1910 To 1918.

UNIT;: FIANNA EIREANN, CORK CITY AND
e .- GGU'HTY- . -

- " The Fiapna prgapisatian was started in Cork about 1910. _
The initial steps were taken by a group of men who were at the time
assotlated with &iffaraEt'nationﬁl organisations, having haa&&gartars
in An Dén in Queen Street. They were:- Tomds MacCurtain, e

0'Hegarty, Sedn 0'Sullivan, Paddy Corkery, Miceal § Cuill, Tadg Barry,

' Mertin Donovan, Miceal 0'Neill, Donncad O'Donoghue.and Ned Rochford.
. These men took a keen interest in developing the Fianna, and that

interest was maintained even after the Volunteers started and most of
them were devoting their time and energies mainly to the latter
organisation. - Up to the end of 1914, when the Yolunteers started,
some group of these men, not always perhapa the same personnel, formed
a Committee of five or six which actively supervised all Fianna
activity and assisted with training., Seén 0'Sullivanand Paddy
Corkery, in particular, were very active in connection with training,
and may heve acted in some capaclty similar to that of Scoutmaster
before the appointment of the first Scoutmaster, Walter Furlong.

Seén 0'Sullivan did all the Secretarial work, .and Toméds MecCurtain
acted as Treasurer, up to, the formation of the Volunteers.  After
that the Fianna kept the closest contact with its old leaders, who

were row the leaders of the Volunteers. We eould and did always
look ‘to them for advice and assistance, - S

' Fianna headquerters was in An Din in Queen Street up to early
1914. For some months after. that we were in the.Transporid Workers'
Hooms in .Merchant's Quay. oné. sluagh nmoved from there to Wherlin's
Lane, Blackpool, and the remainder to thé Voluhteer Hall in Fisher.
Street. e moved with the Volunteers again when they went to the

Hall in Sheares Street early in 1915, There we had a room of our

"_in An Ddn Sedn G'Hagaftr haﬁ a .22 Winﬂhﬂstéi rifle which we
used for practice. The._caretaker of the Transport Workers' Rooms

" hed & .22 alsp which-he allowed us to use in & range that had been

fitted up there for the Citiszen Arumy.

- “Seén Healy joined in 1911 or 1912. Liam O'Callaghan and
Christy Monshan were in the Baden Powell Scouts. They were taken
to Dublin, with a number .of other Baden Powell Scouts, on the occasior
of the King's visit in 1912, Their expenses were paid by the Earl
of Bandon. . While in Dublin 0'€Gallaghan, Monahan and Herlihy got
in touch, #ith the Fianna there.and made enquiries as to how they
eould transfer to that organisation. They were.told te go to the

.Dén in Cork. When they returned to Cork they did so, and about

twelve boys left the Baden Pqﬁall's with them and joined the Fianna.

., At that time there ﬁppear;ﬂ to be no organisation, but the
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"Committee was functioning. Christy NMonahen was appointed

Scoutmaster. Appointments of Scoutmasters were made by the
Comniittee up to the date of the Limerick Fianna Convention
in 1915, By the end of 1912 thera were about thirty boys in

. the organisation in the City, and the strength continued to

grow after that. Nearly all the boys had uniforms which they
usually provided themselves. There was a subscPiption of 24
or 3d a wesek, but there was no regular fund for the purchase

of uniforms. Some of the lads who were hot able to afford to
purchase their own may have been helped out of the fund to get
equipment. TWe got some financial assistance frnm Denis
O'Mahony, Anctioneer, and from a Mr. Cashell. ' Diarmuid Fawsitt
and Tom O'Gorman helped in getting uniforms and equipment .of
Irish manufacture.

In 1912 and 191% we helped in carrying out an anti-

‘recruiting campaign. Sean Q'Hegarty supplied us with the posters

and paste, and we put up the posters all over the eity. Tomés

ZMaaGurtain used to get us to go round the shops asking for specifiec
‘articles of Irish manufacture, which he knew were available but not
8tocked, in erder tnaruate a demand for thﬂm. _

) almust from the start of the erganla&tlcn in Gork the -
Fianna acted as Guard of Honour for the Blessed Sacrament at Wilton
Ghurch on the occasion of. the anpual public procession. We acted
in a similar capacity one year at Rochestown Menastery. One of
our first public appearances was on the occasion of the reception
of Dr, Runo ljeyer apd Canon Peter 0'Leary when the freadom of the
city was conferred on them, . Another annual function performed

by the Fianna was the laying of laurel wreaths on the Fenian graves
at Ahabullogue, Rathcooney, St. Joseph's and St. Finbarr's

. Cemeteries on the morning of the .day of the Manchester Martyr'a

Gomamoraticn.

T “Monahan was an excellent aeauimaster and v&ry efficient
in all scouting subjects.  Training was given -in Map Reading,
Knots, Morse, Hemophore, First Aid, Tent Pitching, Tracking and
aeautaraft genqrally. Tests were held at intervals and the

‘Scoutmaster was yery strict in maintaining a high standard in them.
. A badge wes issued for First Aid but not for the other subjects.

This badge was a Red €ross emblem on the sleeve. Boys who had
gualified for it also_carried a belt pouch eontaining a First aid
outfit. Dr. D,J. O'Sullivan conductsd the First aid classes.
Irish and History classes were held in An Pdn. Donal ég
0'Callaghan, Miceal 0 Cuill and Bob Langford conducted the Irish
clasges; OSean O'Hegarty the History.class. Discipline was
strict. , There was an order that members of the Fianna would not
appear on the streets in aniform in company with girls,

Parades or classes were held 6n three nights a week and
route marches almost every Sunday, except in the Winter months.
Camps were usually held at Baster, ®hit and during the. Summer
months. Camping sites were nurmally at or near Blarney,
Ballineollig, Healy's Bridge, Knocknashorgan or ﬂlash. We had
two bell tents. and a few patrol ﬁant$1 .

There were inspecticons, ons cf which was carr1aﬁ out
hy Bulmer Hobson and ‘another hy the Countess. :
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A Sluagh had a total strength of nine =~ eight boys and a

'ﬁluagh leader. It was bassed on the Baden Powell patrol. Each

Sluegh was namgd after somé patriot, such as Captain Masckey,
Q'Neill-Crowley, Wolfe Tone, etec. & knot of ribbons, with a

- separaté colour for each Sluagh denoted to what Sluagh a boy

belonged, - - Members of a Sluagh wore a plaln green shirt, but
the 0fficers wore & double~breasted one. Later the &uuble-
breasted shirt was gsnarally worn by all ranks. -

From the start up to Easter, 1915 there were, of course,
many changes of personnel. _Boys were conﬁinually joining up
and some were falling away. .The age limlts were eleven to

" seventéeen. During these years there were a number of &luagh

leaders who were really the pioneers 1n keaping the Fianna
vigorous. They were Seamus Courtney, Liam ég 0'Gallaghan,

Michael NeCarthy, Tadg Marphy, Domnick Mulcahy, Jerome Bushy, @@.@%g
~ Joe 0'Shea, Frank McMshon, Eugene Vaughan, Seédn Healy, Liam

0*Callaghan, .Paddy Herlihy and Bob Desmond._  They did not all
fupetion at the same time, as there._naver were fourteen Sluaghaite

.axisting at once. The maximum number would have been twelve,

W& estimate the City strangths ?s

1913 = 30 to 40. \
1914 - 40 to 50.
1915 - 60 to 80.
1916 - 80 to 100.

The title "Scoutmaster® was discontinued after the
Limerick Convention in 1915 and the militery rank of “@aptain®
substituted, ~The 0.C., Munster, appointed for the first time.

‘st the same Convention, alsc had the rank of Gaptain., The

Scoutmasters and Captains were;-

a few months at the. start.
1912 to 1913,
1213 to 1914.
1814 to 1915.
1815 to 1918,

Walter Furlong.
Christy .Monehan
Liem 0'Callaghan
Seamus.Courtney
‘Sedn Healy

sedn Healy had been appointed Sluagh Leader in 1914,
The system was that the appointment was given, arfter tests, to
the best scout in the Sluagh, At the Munster Convention held
in Limerick on ¥hit Monday, 1915, Seamus CGourtney wes appointed
0.C. Munster, and he’ appointed Eaén Haaly to replace him as 0.€.
Cork City ané County, _ _

. MNembers of the Fianna in unifarm were on the platform in
the City Hall on the night of the meeting for the inauguration
of the Volunteers. They did their beat to prevent the hostile
erowd getting on to the platform when the row started. 1In fact,
€hristy Monshan saved the Chairman, J.J, Walsh, from more serious
injury by bresking a blow intended for .him.

Closs contact with the Volunteers was maintained. Sean

' Healy led their first public parade, playing the bagpipes.

Detachments of the Fianna were sent with the Volunteers to Camps,
gsuch as Rafeen and Mitchelstown, where they assisted with the
erection of tents and cooking.  Members of the Fianna toock part

with Volunteers in a protest at the Palace Theatre against the

showing of a British recruiting film._ The boys battered .the
serean with aggs.
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There was a Captain Gibbons of the A.0.H, American Alliance
who used to come to Cork on holidays from Ameriea and who took a
great interest in the Fianna. He marched with us and drilled us
on a few occasions. He presented u= with an American flag in
12912 or 1913, : ’

Batween 1914 and 1918 Seamus Gourtney and Sedn Healy organised
a good many ardas in the neighbourhood of Cork, including Blarney,
Clogheen, Riverstown, Cobh, Doughas, Blaskroek and Youghal. In -
Blarney Fellix O'Doherty was Sluagh leader, in Clogheen Ned Hegarty,
in Cobh Daithi Q'Briemn, in Douglas Liam Foley, in Blackrock Michael
Walsh, .Volunteers were present at.our first meeting in Cobh. 1In
the other sareas Fianna leadara were later the pienaara in forming

. Yolunteer Gampanies.

@When the voluntears started in Cork, Liam ﬂ'ﬁall&ghqn
Immediately joined them and became a Section leader. From then
onwards some of the older boys were transferring regularly to the
Volunteers. -The split-in the Volunteers did not affeet the Fianne
azganisation in Cork at all.

Seamus - Countnﬂy raplace& Liam D'Gallaghan as Scoutmaster and

. eontinued in that position until appointed 0.C. Munster at the

Limerick Convention ‘in 1915. Sedn Healy followad Courtney as 0.C,
Cork City and County. ~“When he _joined the Volunteers in 1518 Tedg
0'Sullivan replaced him. . 4 vote of the boys was taken on this
occasion, the candldates being Tadg O'Sullivan and Frank Mclfahon.

Thé meating was held ‘in the City Hall.  Frank licMahon later
succeeded Tadg 0'Sullivan as 0.€,  Seamus Courtney held his appoint-
ment as 0.C, Hfumster until his death_in 1918 or early 1919. Sedn

'Healy held the- appointment as 0.C. Cork City and County from the

Limarick Coavention uatil he joined the Yaluntears in 1918,

‘Up to 1915 the Fianna in Cork was puraly a Scout movement.
After that it became more of a military body and a training ground
for the Volunteers, We were gotting some swall  arms, which the
boys were picking up themselves, and the older boys were given -
training with the revolver. .We also got some rook rifles. .Up to
1915 the Fianna carried staves or poles similar to the Baden Powell
Sccuta, but this was discontinued after 1915,

Some day during Holy Week, 1916, Seamus- Gaurtney and Sedn Healy
got instructions from Sean Q'Eullivan to mobilise all the bigger boys .
at the Hall in Sheares Street on Easter Sunday morning. He
instructed us to get them to hring plenty of grud as they may be out
late. ' He did not tell us that they would be out overnight and we

had no idea of what was on. About & week before that Seédn Healy

had moved boxes of ammunition from D.T. 0'Sulliven's, Cork Street,
to various places in the city. He .had a. motor cycla and side ear
for delivering English daily papers at the tlma and he carried the
bozes under the newspapers.

On Easter Sunday morning between twenty and thirty Flanna
paraded at the Hall in Sheares Street. Some were from Blerney and
other outside areas, but most of them were c¢ity lads,. We were
armed with two or three rook rifles and eight or ten revolvers,
some .22 and some ,32 Seédn Healy had a Iee Mebtford rifie anﬂ a
good supply of ,30Q3, We _had no idea of where we were going or what
the purpose of the parade was, but there was a tension which made
us think it was something more than an ordinary mobilisation.
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We travellea to Crookstown on the train with the Cork City
Volunteers and marched from Crookstown %5 Macroom. We fell behind
in the march and when we got_into Mac¢croom some time after the -
Volunteers we waere told the parade was cancelled and we were to
return home. We came back to Cork by train the same evening.

. On the Tuesday night of Easter Week Seédn Healy was a member of
the guard on the Hall. During the remainder of the week he was
on duty keeping the Brigade Officers informed of what was going on
around town. c. T : :

| Imme&iataiy after Easter Week the Fianna continued to parade
in uniform and on one occasion. the Sluagh leaders were arrested
and detained for one night, '

‘After Edster Week, 1916, the Cork Fianna did everything possible

to revive the spirit of the people and to change their apathetic
attitude. One incident may be worth recording. Seamus Courtney
and Sedn Healy decided to run a concert in the City Hall. It was
the first. of its kind after Easter Week. We asked Birdie Conway
to sing "The Wearing of the Green", to w -ghe kindly consented,
When she.came to the line "High above th%ﬁﬁs hang their own
beloved green", she turned.to the wings and' Liam &g 0'Callaghan
marched on to.the stage carrying a green flag with harp, and

.escorted by a Guard of Honour composed of Dick Murphy and Jerome

Mullane with rifles and. bayonets at the slope, and in full .uniform.
The people went absolutely mad with enthusiasm, There were

detectives in the Hall, and we had to get girls to smuggle the rifles

in and out of it. . Monica Vaughan, annie Wiekham and Katty Gorman
were three who helped in this respect. We were very proud of the
success of the concert at that particular time.
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