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PERIOD: 1900 TO EASTER 1916.

UNIT: CORE ERIGADE, I.V.

- The whole Volunteer movement in Cork and the position it
created grew out.of the activities of a relatively small group
of men and women who had been working in different ways to - :
promote one or other of the warious aspects of the Irish Ireland
movement. Between 1900 and 1913 the Gaelic Lsague was an active
and growing organisation, which had numerous Branches in the
City. It was a body that anyone could go into, and people
with only the mildest interest in national affairs did come into
it. There were a number of small organisations with limited
memberghip and slight resources, such as the Young Ireland
gocliety, the Celtic Literary 3ocilety, Inghnidhe na h-Eireann,
the Industrial Development Association, Sinn Fein, the Fianna,
and *the A4.0,H. American Allisnce. Somewhere in thasa

- organisations, in the Gaelic League, and, to a legger extent,

in the G.4A. ﬂ., and often in more than one or two of them, a
small group wag active and forward in every a¢tiv1ty. ,Tomas

+ MacCurtain, Sean 0O'Hegarty, lartin Dongvan and iliceal O Cuill

iould be repreaentati?a of that group. They were particularly
strong in the 0'Growney Branch of the Gaelic League.

Inghnidhe na h-Eireann provided a socisl side to these
varied activities, as well as doing good work themselves in
other directions. They had a room over Kellehers in ashington
$treet where they held dances, soclals and meetings, Terence
lcacSuingy was active on the-Literary snd Dramatic aspects of the
revival. I remember he took me %o a room in Tashington 3ireet
where he was himself giving a lecture to some body - probably
the Celtic Literary <oclety. He was concerned in an incident
conrected with the King's visit to Cork. Tith others he wanted
to hold a room in Washington gtreet and put out a black flag,
but. they were prevanted by the owners of the premises from using
the room. . .

I was in the South Parish Branch of the Ga&lie League in
those years, and knew most of those active in any national
organisatiop in the ¢ity. James Connolly came to Cork.and was
given the Dun for a lecture. The priests who were in the
Gaelic League obljected strongly to this action by the League.
Gonnolly had a strong Belfast accent and was talking straighi
Boclalism at the time. The priests objected to Socialism, but
Connolly got the Hall. One result of this amction was that the
priests tried to get control of the Gaelic League but the result
of their effort was that they were thrown out. Even the- mlld&st
Gaslic Leaguers would not have it. .

The Dublin meeting for the formation of the Velunteers
electrified all Gaeliu League and Irish Ireland circles in Cork,
especially because llcNeill and Pearse were assoclated with it.
There was- inmediate activity and-discussion of the new movement
in all the above-mentioned groups. I suspeot that the I.R B.
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men in these bodies were the prime movers in starting ihe
Volunteers in Cork. .¥hey brought in men well known %o

them in the existing organisations to make it look
representative, men such as J.J. Walsh, then Chairman of

the Cork County Beoard, G.A.A: Jerry Famsltt, then Secretary’
of the Industriel Development Asgociation, and Sean Jennings,

who was a strong and respected member of the A.0.H.

I do not know if the I,R.B. in Cork got any
directions from their own Headguarters in regard to the’
formation of the Volumteers. I was .never a member of that
organisation, though I was agked by Fred iurray to join it
after 1916 and I refused. . (I told Tomas MacCurtaln later
about the invitation and my refusal and he said I was quite
right.) lly own -experience was that I found the I,R.B. very
fair, and not prejudiced against a man because he was not a
member. '

I was in the City Hall at the first meeting for
the formation of the Volunteers. I don't remember if I got
a card, but I went because I was interested. I thought the
Qork sudience extremely stupid not to see lieNelil's joke
about the Ulster Volunteers; Galway saw it, but the Cork
audience was stampeded by an organised A.0.H. pariy waiting
for any pretext on which to wreck the meeting., °~ I think 1%
was a good thing for the Volunteers, Big splashy movements
usually end in bubbles. As it was, the leaders had to build
up the movement slowly brick by brick; they had to work hard
to convince people they were right and honest.

I did not join the Volunteers at once. There was

some opposition to the movement in the Gaelic League. It

was argued that it would take men away from the important
work the League was doing, that it would eventudlly fyizzle
out end that the men would be lost to the Gaellc League.
Daniel  Corkery was the chief protagonist in this view. I
agreed with him at the time, but when those who were active
both in the Gaelic League and in the Volunteers set out to
prove that the Volunteer organisation would help rather than

‘hinder the Gaelic League, and when they did it in a practical

way by bringing a number of Volunteers into the Gaelic League,
I vas converted and I joined the Volunteers in lMay, 1914.
That, I think, may be typical of a number of men at the time.
e were doing serious and important work in the Gaslic Leasgue;
we folt a sense of responsibility to that organisation; it
was a big job and some of the work would have to be dropped
if we went inte the Volunteers. Volunteering was a bit of

s joke at first. e were not hostile but we were oritical.

The women were a big factor in influencing the
slow swing over of even national opinion to the Volunteers
after the start. Over and above the appeal the colour and
martial spirit of the movement had for them, they seemed to
have appreciated better than the men the great significance

cof an armed and disciplined force.

The A.0.H., was then the most powerful political
organisation in Cork. It was entirely loyal to the Irish
party and it controlled everything - except the Volunteers.
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The Volunteer Cormittee had been carefully selected, and it

had an abgolutely safe majority against the Redmondites, but
A.0.H. men were coming into the Volunteers in large numbers,
and the threat that they would swamp the movement was . becoming
very real. I greatly feared Redmond's control of the
Tolunteers, and I thought it right to oppose that control in
every way I could. I knew Delaney, the HJecretary of the All
for Treland Club. I went to him and asked him to do something
amongst his members to balance the growing weight of the .
Redmondites, but he would not. touch it. ) :

Then I. joined in Hay, 1914, the territorial division .
of the City into four Company areas was the cause of a certain
amount of grumbling. Pals were geparated. There was &
method in it, of course; 1% prevented the A.0.H. men being
a completely solid block anywhere. Recrults were not posted
to Companies until they had got a certain amount of Ireining,
and I was posted to 'D' Company. Later, I -was a 7lection
Commander in the Company and at an election was prpoposzed,

* without my consent, for the position of Captailn, I got only
. five votes. _ o .

" The Redmondites eventually foreed the split in Augusi, |
. 1914. -There were about 700 or 800 men in the City Companleg
then, as against about 250 when the Redmondites came in.

Be an Jennings, who was Treasurer of the Volunteers in Cork,,
had been-a strong A.0.H. man up to that time. He fell out
with them at the split, and brought a good number of A.C.H.
men with him., There was a big row in the 4,0.H. Jennings .
vas the head and front of it. It did a lot of damage to the
A.0.H, 8t the time and eventually to the National Volunteers.
Jenningy was a Mayo man and he had a great regard for the
MeBrlides. . . '

. I was at the Training Camp held in Wigklow in August,
1915, immediately after the Rosga funeral. Others who were
there included Daithi Barry,-.Sean Nolan, Diarmuid Lynch, . I
Tom Ashe, Fierce lMcCann and Joe McGuinness. - '

About the middle of 1915 I was appointed Brigade
- Communicationg Officer, and given the jop of organlsing lines’
of communication from the city to all Companies in the County.
This job carried gome renk and membership of the Brigacde
Council.” I organised these lines, linking up the different
Companies with cycliats. It was not very speedy or efficient,
but it was necessary to have our own limes on wihich safsty and
sacrecy would be engured. Ko matter how emsy it would be %o
zet messages out in other ways, it was insisted that this .
method would be uged fairly fregquently to test the organisation
and practize the men in the work. We organiged some rallway-
men also and opened a line to Dublin through them. )

From mid 1918 to Easter, 1916, I did a good dsal of
organising and training work throughout the County. I visited-
br organiged Companies at Ballinhassig, Gurteen lforth, Hil-

- patrick, Kilmona, '‘aterloo, Courtbrack, Donoughuore and Ballynoe
I was out frequently with these Companies jn 1915 and early

T 1916, Daithi Barry was often with me, %ean HNolan on a few
occasiong, but generally I wag alone. Another man who went
with me sometimes on this training and organising work was
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" Pati Barrett, of Gurranedarragh, Tilton. ‘He was one of the

most faithful and interested men I knew. He was well off,

and although in very poor health he worked untiringly for ‘r.he
Voluntcers. Both himself and his brother, Joseph, were at
lizacroom on Zastepr Junday, 1916. A bicyele was my mode of
travel. .I could reach Ballinhagsig, Vaterloo and Kilmona

on week evenings, but when I went to the more distant
Companies I had to remain overnight. ‘Daithi Barry. was the
first Brigade Adjutant. He held the post from the appointment
of the Brigade gtaff until he had to leave his employment in
01915, SBean Nolan wWas then appointed and held the post until
after 1916.*

I had close contact with Tomags MacCurtain and Terence
Liacaviney for several months before Easgter, 1916. I remember
a conversation between them when the three of us were walking
up the Yestern Road about three weeks before Easter. The'

.subject matter of the conversation was the aid promised to us

from Germany. I am unable to reciall the words, but I remember
clearly the impression their discussion made on me gt the time.
I took little or no part in the conversation. Tomas and Terry
~wmere agresd that the people in Dublin were being fooled by the
Fermans, and they were disturbed because they believed the
Germansg were just using the Irish Volunteers in their owm
interests. Neither Tomas nor Terry had any faith in the
Germans, and both of them disapproved of the polioy of seeking
ald from them. I got the distinet impression from the
conversation that there was division of copinion on this subject
in Dublin also, that Terry had been in Dublin about it, and
that there hed been an agreement on some line of action for
which LicWeill was to give the order. I think both of them
were Grmatly'influencaﬂ by McNeill, but had lost almost all
falth in some of the Dublin men.

When a copy of the Dublin Caetla dodument, ﬂhich was
.afterwvards read by Alderman Tom Kelly at the, Dublin Corporation
maa}ing, vag sent to Cork, I met Tomas 1n_sean.3qﬁning % .shop.
Togas produced the document and asked me to Teed it out for
Sean, I did so. He then asked my opinion of 1t. I had no
definite opinion and said gso. Tomgs then expressed hisg
opinion very definitely that it was a fake got up tc rush the-
Volunteers into action.

rrom a number of discyssions with them before Zaster,
T got the impression khat Tomas and Terry believed the Dublin
men were going to fight whether anybody else did or not. They
did not approve of that. Tomas was a very practicaly man,
and he Tould not undertake a thing that he bslieved had not
a Treasonable chance of success. In plain languege, the  twp
of them thought the Dublin crowd were daft. Tomas always
dominated Terry, though Terry did more talking.

The plan on which the Brigade was to be mobilised on
Easter Runday was not a Cork plan - it was what we had besn
ordered. to do by Dublin. The pogitions we were to poeupy
were designed for us. I never knew in detail what the plan
wag, except that we were to concentrate roughly along the
Cork-Xerry horder from Newmarket South West, to cover the
landing of arms somewhere on the Kerry coast. I do not know
what the subsequent intentions were. It may be that the
Brig&deih&& noe orders haycnd these, .nd the .ovemsnt of ths
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Brigads to the West in aceordance with these ordems was,
of courss), carriaﬂ out.

Tomas and Terry had been sleeping in the Hall in
Sheares 'otreet during Holy Week, I had been sleeping there - .
algo. I was very busy on Egster Saturday, but was in and
out of the Hell frequently. Kndwing the state of their minds
about the general position I could sense that there was con- |
gidersble tenslion and uncertainty. It wag agreed, or taken
for granted, that I would take charge of Ballinhassig Company
on Easter uunﬂay. I hgd crganised it.

Before I went out to Bgllinhasﬂig on Faturday night,
I had a conversation with Tomsga and Terry in the Hall. The?
were in complete egreement, but Terry did mogt of the talking.
I think they knew then that the "Aud" was lost. They hed
decided that the safest thing to do was to carry out the
exerclses on Sunday as an ordinary parade. Terry had his
mind made up that it was to be an ordinary parade and notaing
morea. Yhey instructed me to march the Ballinhgssilg and

" Ballymartle men to Bealnablath where he and Tomas would mset

US. There was to be no hogtile action on our part, but if’

-

we Tere attacked we were to defend ourselves as well as
nogsible.. iy opinion is that he did not expect anyone to
attack us, and I did not expect it either. Ballinhaseig
Company had elready got the ingtructions issued to all
Comnanies to parade with all arms and equipment and ratiﬂna
for two days. ily job was to keep them up to scratch. I
lsft Terry with the feeling that he had no expectation at all
that aﬂything would happen on Baster Hunﬁay- To him it was
an ordinsry route march.

Dan Hegarty of llallow and another Volunteer came into
the Hall on Saturday. They had a hand grenade which they had
made. It had a fuse which would have to be lighted with a
mateh. 2Some men from Bast Cork also came- to the Hall.

I c¢yeled to Ballinhassig late on 3aturday night and

" stayed at Hyde's. I had the impression that the pollce were

a bit more than usually active in town that night. Willie
and Bob Hales were at Hydes when I got there. They stayed,
but left early in the morning to join their own Company.

\Je mobilised at Ballinhassig about six o'clock on Zaster
uunday morning and marched to Upton where we had 8 o'clock ilass.
+& then marched on to Bealnablath. Our orders were to wvait

there Tor instructions and we did so. e had bregkfast while
valting. Tom Hales' Battalion passzed on towards Kilmurray
while we were at Bealneblath. Tomas and Terry arrived in a

car driven , by Davie D‘Gallqghaﬂl There was nobody else -rith

. them. Tomas told me the Cork Companiag were coming up and

that we were to join them and go on to lacroomn. Wwhen the

. Cork men arrived we joined them and marched on to Kilmurray

where we plecked up Tom Hales'! Battalion and the whole body
marched to Lacroom. le had approximately 50 men from
Ballinhassig and Ballymartle and three Scotch ecars. A nunmber
of eyelists, inecluding Ballynoe Company, overtodbk us at
Coolcower and, these, together with the odd cyclists who were
attached to.+the other Companies, were collected and put in my
chargze. Je brought up the rear of the column going into
Ilacroom.
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An old Fenian - Bill Connors from Crookstown - came
alone and jolned us near Coolcower. He marched to lacroom,

and was the oldest man in the whole parade. I sald to him,
"fou have no. gun" and he answered "Well, I'll stop a bullet

: I wag not at the meeting of Officers that was held in
Macroom. llo speclial reason was given to us for the :
cancellation of the parade, and we were just told it was off
and we were to return to our own areas.

e ceme back on the train to Dooniskey. I marched the
Ballinhassig and Ballymartle men to Bealnablath, and most of
Uus stayed the night in a hayszhed at Ilurray's farmhouse there.
It was very wetb. On Eaggter llonday I got a train from GCrook=-
towrn and arrived in Cork about 1.30 p.m. I went home to bed,
and was called about 5 o'clock to go to the Hall I got

-there about & o'clock. Walter Furlong was on duty with a

rifle and full equipment, marching up and down- Sheares Street.
There may have been other men on duty outside the Hall also.

I went in, and Con kurphy handed me & rifle and told me to

take up duty ag he had to go and lock after arms. = I was on
duty until Tomas and Terry came in sbout 8 or 9 o'clock. I
think they came in a car. At this time there were not many
Volunteers in the Hall, but it was known vaguely that something
wea on in Dublin. '

- Tomés and Terry called me upstairs. I am not quite
gsure 1f there was anyone pregent at the discussion which
followed except the three of us. If there were more than
three it was not more than one or two others. I cannot recall
the detailsy of the discussion, but the impression made upon

my mind by 1%, and by their reactions to the crisls, is quite
clegr., They appeared to be in complete agresnment. They
were in.a terrible mood, frustrated, puzzled and anxious.

‘Two messages had come to Cork from Dublin that day, one
of which was Fearse's - "We start here at noon to-day". I
do not known when these messages had gome, or who had received
them. I got the impression thet Tomgs and Terry had not been
lonz in the City before coming to the Hall, and I do not know
when or where they received these message, but it was clear
that they were aware of the position .in Dublin. .

It appeared to me that they had fully discussed the
mnatter between themselves before coming to the Hall. It may
be alzo that they had discussed it with others. I felt that
they had made up their minds not to call out the men again,
and that they were justifying that decisziomn by a recapitulation
of a8ll the arguments against such a course. They felt that
the -men would-not turn out.if called upon. They seemed %o have
sensed "the position in Cork, and to be to some extent influenced
by congideration for the men, and the weakness of the arms
position. There wag the further difficulty that the Country
Companies had all been demobilised, and no speedy means existed
of remcbilising them, They felt their own responsibility
very keenly. The whole thing looked odd and med at that
moment. we discussgsed what would be done 1f they decided on
mobilisation. There was no plan; there never had been any
plan for Cork except the concentration on the previous day,
and thevy did not know what to do. Terry said something to ths

F
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* the people who criticiged LiacCurtain and lLlacswiney most

effect that he could not stand for the city being bombarded
and peobple beilng shot down. Before I left they had
definitely made up their minds to take no actiom, but, of .
course, the: could have made a different decision. afterwards.

~ I was very tired, having had almogt no sleep for two
nights before, I asked was there anything I could do or
anything which must be done. They sald no, that I was to go
home to bed. I had left before the Bishop arrived. .

After the agreement had been made with the Bighop
about the gurrender of arms to the Lord Jayor, Terry sent me
to .itchelstoml to investigate a complaint from the Ililitary
that the ! itchelstown Volunteers hdd done something in breach .
of the gzreenent. I went in & taxi, and had a British
ililitery rass which had been procured for me. I found that
the "itchelsiown men had cut a few wires.

] . after that Willie Crowley came in and told me ZJean
Hales was being hunted by the police. I' went to Bandon on
Tuesday, 2nd 4gy, on my owvn initlative, using the ljilitary pass

I gtill had; hoping to fix matters up with the police in

aecordance with the agreement that there would bé no arrests.

i went to Gurteen first to find out what had happened. They
told me there that police had attempted to arrest 3ean Hales

at Bandon falr, but that he had escaped and the police were
looking for him. The Gurteen men were anxious to-know what

to do themselves in view of the likelihood of raids. I went

to Bandon R,.I.¢. Barracks and complained of their action in

the case of Zean Hales. The Bandon police had a grievance;

one of their men, Sergeant Crean, had been searched and a baton

- %aken from him by the Ballinadee men some days previously.
" They threatensed that if the Ballinadee men did not behavs

themgelves they would blow them off the map. I suggested

- that I would go out to Ballinadee and explain matters. LI did

this and later returned to Bandon, but I did not see Sean,or

- Rom Hales at all. On my way back I was met by a friend who

tdld me,the police were looking for me in town. I did not
come in until a few days later when I got a megsags that the

- men who had been arregsted had been released.

. I was not at the meeting that was held in the Hall on
the Fonday after Easter llonday in reference to the gurrender
of arms. I took my owmn arms to Ballinhassig and concealsd
them there. I have no personal knowledge of arm§ being sent
out of the city to the County Companies during -Easter leek, .
but 7ill Herlihy of Berrings told me afterwards thdt some arme

. were brought out %o his place.

I remember the enquiry held in the Grinan, Queen Street,
In-Januery, 1917, into the action of the Cork Leaders at
Dagter, 1918, I was not present at the sworn part of the
enquiry, ‘but was présent at the subszequent discussions. 4
dance ,Was arranged in the Grinan that night as cover for the
enguiry, There was discussion about the failure of the Cork
men to do something at Easter, 1916. . John and Tom Hales were
severely. I “thought they were concerned to advertige the fact
that they (the Ballinadee men) wanted to fight and others did
not. That point of view got l1ittle support, and the genearal



* 1‘4 i

Y]

-

L

-8 -

 feeling was in favour of reorganising and earrying on the

movement under the same leaders. There were about twenty
people pressnt. Up to that time the County Companies
preferred to be under the control of the City men; ‘they did
not want to be bossed by locals. G ;
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