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In 1912 I was & Reserve Non-commissionéd Officer
in the British Army and was then living in Belfast.
.Praviuua to 1912,.1 had been in touch with a namhaf
of men who served with me in the Britiaﬁ-ﬁrmy. We
often discussed the political situation in Iraiand,
and we felt that the constitutional methods of the
Irish Parliamentary Party were not likely to producse
anr good results for tha country. We had nnt,
before 1912, eny -idea of other organisations with
gdvanced ideas of warking for ﬁaa freedom and
independance of the couniry. In 1912 I got to know
that s man, named Joseph Healy, of Quaaﬁatawn (as it
was then known) was linked up with the Apaiant Order
of Hibernians (the Iriah-amariaan Allianaa).‘ I
cannot ramambar how I got to know this man's name and
address, but I got in touch with him. In the
correspondence with him I stated. that I and othors of
similar outlook in the North were not satisfied with
the politicel situation, that Sir Edward Carson was
organising and training an army of Ulster Volunteers
for military sction in the field in defence of their’
political convictions and that the situation in the
Forth produced a great opportunity for men of extreme
national outlook to take similar steps in the'
¢urthering of the idea that the freedom of Ireland
auuld be praaurad by military action. My views were

tham the urganiaation of a body of men, similar to R
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what later became known to me @8 the iriah
Volunteers, should not be established for the purpose
of direct a?tian against the Ulster except they - the
Ulster Volunteers, should allow themselves to be used
by the British Government in action. against the
objects of the Separatlat mn?ament.' Heal&, in his
reply to me, sent me the pr1nted constitution of the
Ancient Order of tharnians (Irish-American Allianﬂe}
He told me to write to him.ngain 1f I raqp;rad any
further informastion and that he was taking ateps to
put me in touch with men of similer views in Belfast.

 Sometime efter the receipt of Healy's letier, two men,
whom I d1d not kmow at the time, called at.my house. -

They were Frenk Booth and Harry Osborne. The men
introduced thamaal¥ea, and stated they wanmeﬂ a talk
w1th me. We went for a walk. They told me that
they knew I had writtan to Healy re the Ancient Order
of Hiberniane iIrish-american Alliance}. There was

an exchange of views in connection with thﬁ_pulifinal'

situation genarally, with apecial referenca to

problems in the. Forth of Ireland. I found out that

the views expressed by those two men were similar to

my own. that Home Rule was not a measure that would

‘sagtisfy Irish espirations, and that its offer to

Iralanﬂ was only a gruﬂging affurt to placate Irish
upinion for the time haing and would not aatlsfy the

aspirations of men who had the cnmpleta freednm of

the country as their object.

B-
L

As a result of this first an&_auhaeqﬁanm
meetinga with Osborne and Baoth, I joined the Irish ‘
Repuhlican.ﬂrﬂtharhooﬂ aaxig jm 1912. The meeting, -

ks
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at which I joined the Irish Republican Brotherhood,
was held in Denis McCullough's parents’ hnﬁﬂe,-
Grosvenor Road. Denis Mccuilough Waa; %o my
kxnowledge, then a Centre over the Circle which I
joined, and the Circle did not inciﬁd.a more than
twelve men. - |

" From 1912, when I joined the Irish Republican
Brotherhood, up to March, 1914 - the formation of the

?oluntgera in Belfagst - my ectivities were confined

‘to attending Circle meetings, supporting other

urganiaatiuns with a good national outlook, such BE;
Gaelic Athletic Assaéiatiﬁn, Gegelic League, etc. |

At Circle meetings during this period, the question i
of arming and procuring military eq;:.ipmant was &

continuous subject for discussion. A _

[

- In March, 1914, & meeting was convened, by
invitetion, in St. Mary's Hall, Belfast. Amongst

those present were Denis McCullough, Tom Wilson,

Michael Carolan, Sedn Neeson, James Tully, end Rory
Haﬂkina. The purpose of the maetiﬁg was to discuss
the best way tu ‘organise the Volunteers.  Some tiﬁa

previous, the Larna Gun-running had teken place, anﬂ

" it was felt by myself end others that this event

woulﬂ meke the organisation of the Irish Volunteers
in Belfast a comparatively easy job, and that the
British authuiitiaa"allowing Carson to arm,.equip

and train his Ulster Volunteers would give the Irish

Volunteers a great opportunity to get away with

doing likewise. At this preliminary meeting, it
was agreed that the Volunteers wnuld be arganiﬂed on

a new ides of organisation, and a suggestion made by

f. /}f,£gz§;:f?
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me- that two Committees be appointed, one, civil, and
the other, military, was egreed on. | )

The Civil Committee's duties were, principelly,
the raising oflfunda rnr'arming and equipment by
collections and _fu.uctiona; the providing of premises

_for meetings and training indoors, and glso
facilities for out&nur training - The Military

Gummittee s duties were ma.inljr the, treining and
discipline of the men who joined. The senior

| officer in control of the Yolunteers in Belfast was
“Denis MeCullough. ﬁHe wa.a also; in charge of the

Civil, Committee. ﬂ vas pu'h Th control by virtue of
his position in the Irish Republican Brotherhood in
Belfast. My position in the Irish Volunteers was
defined at thies meeting as Chief Instructor on 1
m;mtar:.r Matters. L o

At the farmatian of the Irish Yolunteers, there
was practically no. equipment sultable for training mén

for aativa service. We were forced to use wooden '

handles and piaces uf wood, shaped like riflea, for
drill purpnaea. The military training at the period
wae mainly of a theoretical na‘hure. At this time,

I wes in the fortunate position of hein.g able to

procure landscape ta.rgata ami ai.mins digcs, etC.y
shich I used ih the instruction of men. selected by me
a8 pntan‘bial leaders in the mili'hary organiaatinn.
Th:l.a type of work was a matter of indoor training

and would be camidered a.dvanced wnr‘k in the training
of Regular Army men. regularly took nut those
pntential leaders 0 the country at week-ends and

amna'himes oftener, and gave inatructinns in ba.-htla

1.
-
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practice. The ‘training of the maln body of the
Volunteers was e matter for those pqtential1laﬁﬂafa
under my direction. The hanﬂiéép occasioned by
lack of arms end equipment was kaanl& felt by &ll in
+the Volunteers early in 1914. About mid-1914 a

. suggestion was mede by men who had joined the

Volunteers and were supporters of the Irish Party.
that Joe Devlin, Member of Parliament, should be
asked to interest himself in the work of the

 Volunteers and that he should be asked t0 review

| tham._ As a result of being approached, Mr. Devlin

held a review of the Belfast - vuluntears in Shawn's
Park on yha Tth June, 1914. As & direct result of
this review, thers was a big innrsase_in the ranks

of the Volunteers. _ Men with money and influence -
then joined, end there was & big increase in the raﬁk
and file. Amongst the meny men of influence and
1ocal standing who jolned gbout this time wae a
golicitor, named Bernard Campbell, also, another
professional man whose néﬁa_; can't remember.

These two man.wefa close friends of Joe Devlin and’
supporters of the c;natitutianal Party, end both were
appointed to the 0ivil Committee. Amongst the type
who jainaﬂ after Devlin'e review were a number of "
ex British Army nonrqummiasiunedIoffiaers. Thnsa
men were all of fine character and had & wealth of

.military experience. ‘A yumber of them were admitted
‘w5 members of the Military Committee. The politicsl

opinions nf those ex non-commiasionad officers were
different frcm those 0f the men who origlnallg

started the Volunteers. | They wWeTre. enthusiastic in
the idea of £ignting against Carson's Ulster )%g(
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Volunteers, but the idea of fighting for independance
‘seemed hopeless-in their: eyes. |

Following the review in Shawn's Park, aaliarga
was the influx of men into the Volunteers that
prémisaa were opened in Divis Street, Belfast, as an
information buresun and enrolment depot for thé
?nluntears. Prgmisea were also procured, whén
required, in St. Mary's Hall as had been the
procedure since the formation of the volunteers.
Tt was found, however, that the large rumbers of men
who had joined the Volunteers made it necessary to
hold meetings in St. Mery's Hall much more '

' frequently then previous to Devlin's review. -

Parades and drills ﬁgre also held in Willowbank
Huts, Falls Road. Those huts were used previous
to tha 7th. June, 1914, for training purposes,

The caretaker in St. Mary' 9 Hall, Patrick Smyth,
was e sympathetic men, and he would, in addition '
to the ordinary booking of the hall for public _
meetings, such as, meetings of the Civil and ’ -
M1litar3 Committees of the Voluntaars, allaw me

to use the hall for drill purpuﬂea, on the

-unﬂarstanﬂing that discretion and care would be

used not to attract .the attention of the

authorities to what might be looked on, by them,
as secret drilling. The Church authhritiea in
Belfast had controi of St. Mary's Hall. In the’

._atent of the British authorities taking action ig
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connection with secret maétinga and drilling,
the hall was liable to be closed down, and the

e

_caretaker might endspger his job., His

willingness to take this risk was appreciated
by me. |

The w1}1uwhank huts were used from the
formation of the Yeluﬁtea{a for drill purposes.
One hut, being vacant; was always aveilable for
drill purposes, and the ground surrounding the °*
other hutments waajaVailable‘far drill

L4

purposes, as the occupants were friendly diaﬁused.

‘The grounds here were limited in extent, but .

éervad a ua&fﬁl purpose on account of their
central position. After June, 1914, Shawn's
Park had to be used for drilling and trainiﬁg

,purycéas, and this was uarrieﬂ*out generally .

except when wenther conditions were

ﬁnsuitgb;a. o : '

| The membership of the Irish ?éluntegna
in Belfast City prior to the Tth June, 1914,
was, approxi@ataly, 100 men. Bhortl}
after the Tth june, 1914, the numbers
joinihé the Irish Volunteers swalled to

" such an extent that in a month's time --

say, early in July, 1914 ~.at least Gﬂp'men

gere enrolled.
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friendly way to me, by new mamberé of the Military

- -

At the Review at Shawns Park and subsequent
parade to-Smithfield for diemissal on the 7th June,
1914, Denis’ Ma:Cullaugh was the Officer Comma.nﬂing.
After the large influx of recruits were admit.ted
and the numbers swelled ‘out of all propurti'on to
The original membership, both Civil and Military
Committees had to be enla.ré,‘ad. By virtue of my
Lpusi‘t.ian as Chief military Instructor of the
volunteers in Belfast, and ag Chairmen of the
ilitery Committee which I retained after the
Iincr,ease in numbers, it ’wés suggested in a quite
Committee, that, as Denis McCullough was not & men
wit.h military experience, he should be r"epla;ca.d_-as; _
officer Commending by & men with military

. experience. This suggestion to me had the

outward appearance of an effort by sincere men to,

get the best possible man as our Officer
Commanding. Whilst appreciating the ainceriiy ..
of the men who made this auggaétiun to me, I
sensed in it an 'eff?rt. by others outside the

_Volunteers to get rid of @ir. kicCullopgh, as a

preliminary to taking control out of thé hands of
the mén who originally organised the Volunteers.
iy reply to t.huaa suggestions was that Mr. -

'Iﬂcmllough was the man who had the driving force

to nrganiae the Volunteers at the. Bt.art., that he
was attending his military parades and learning
his duties as a soldier, as wé.s'- any, ordinary
member of the rank and file, that so dn:l.ng he was
perfec‘t.ing his military km:mledge, and that :I.f he

L
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was ‘deficient when compared with men who had

‘previous. military experience, he 8till had
qualities of leadership which should not be

overlooked, and that with his Background of work
for the Volunteers he should not be replaced as

. nfﬂéér Commandings If.thia'mggaatinn o

raplaca Mr. McCullough had been pressed at the
time and vant to the test of a majority vuta,
it.was puasibleu -t_.hat the move to replace him

 would succeed. It was not pressed, howewver,

and the matter remained in abeyance up to the
time I was mobilized as & Reservist at the

h_out_break of the War in .qhguat, 1914. I know -
that Mr. McCullough retained his poeition

wit.huu't. serious oppaait.im up to the split in
the vahmmara.l '

After my mbﬂiﬂatim as a R&aeré:[nt'-;: was
aﬁt:_tﬁnnﬂ in Hollywood, County Down. A= a
quelified machine gun -instructor T wes éngeged
in intensive training of mechine gun teams. As
far aa I then knew it was the linten’t:;[m of my

. 'anpeﬁqi- officer to retain me-at this work for

an indefinite pariad, a8 the raquirammta for

‘trﬂnad machinaamtemuaaammutgraat

:tmpurtanca _ Owing to the apacia:[ised nature of

mmkatthiatimxm musaﬂﬂlothar

routine dut.iet, end this fact, coupled with the
close proximity of my station to Belfast ensbled
me to have constant daily contact with the
Volunteer organia&tinn, to continue my contact

with tha i.nst.ruct:.nnal classea and remain a

P4
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1- ﬁamberafthaﬂilitan cmmeuptotheum
I was drafted to France, 23rd November, 1914. .
The calling up of the Keserviste reduced t.he‘ . .
. numbers in the Volunteers, -and at this time ‘l:hm "
was utua raeniiting taking pi.éca.

;' pollowing Mr. Jobn Redmond‘s speech. gt
Woodenbridge, a meeting of the Volunteers in Belfast
took place in St. Mary'a Hall. ‘The object of
ling 'I:he meeting waar t.a approve or diaapprwa of
-t.ha policy of Mr. Redmnﬂ towards the future of the -
Voluntanra, ‘a8 set forth at wwdenbridgm I. -
camn'h ‘at the moment place 'hh.a e:ac't. date of this .
meeting, but it-wase, apmﬁmtaly, late in
October or very early in November, 1914. It was
" not one of the firat metﬁga held by the Irish
Vahmtem as.a result of Mr. Redmond*s speech. - Ii’
cannot m stnta who took the :Lnit.iat.ive in calli.ng
the meeting, Im.t. I feal that it was the Raﬂmondita
 Sectdon in the Volunteers who pressed for it.

mwﬂertna;:.smthatihemeatingwould - : *
expreas the views .of the men who had been active .
in the Volunteer nrgm:iaaﬁm, and not he 24
rallying ground for pali‘t.i.cal ndvanturera, I made
the suggestion t.a t.ha m‘ilita:w Committee, called
for the purpose of making arrangements for the |
maeting in St. Mary‘'s Ha.ll, that only men whn had
-.memharship cards. of at least one mnth and ahnﬂad
reasonable attmdanca a't:- parades during t.he:l.r
membership Bhnuld be admitted to ‘I:-he HaJ.l; Tﬁi&

suggestion was apprweﬂ of by the Military
- ) -/
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" Committee. Before this ﬂﬂ:;ision, re admisaion'

to the Hall for the meet.ing, a difficulty grose )
_in connection with the printing of & large pumber -
‘of memberehip. carde owing 1:.4:: the large number of
racmita; The local printers, P. Quinn & Sons,
could not handle the worﬁ, and 'a large number of
members had not got their carde on admission to -
membership.. The &af:iéiun to have members supplied -
‘with ecards for admission to St.'MEry's Hall maetiﬁg
made it impera'rive to have cards printed for all _
menbers to mom cards had not been issued, and &
Buhm:lssiun waa made to the Civil Cummittae asking
to ha:ve sufficient cards printed. | I was assured
that at.aps wuulﬂ. be taken t.o have cards awailabla _

to all memhera who required same.

2 L

I caused instructions to be iae:uéd that the .
mobilization for the meeting woﬁl-_:‘l. be carried out
in local Company areas, that the Company nrﬁcaré
wauld ensure that unl;,f hana: fide members would be
allnwad to parade, an-:i that the lucal L.ampaniea
would groceed from t.hei:r areas to arrive at the -
Hall at a glven time 10 prevent congestion on
their arrival. The first suspicion I hed that
anything n:raa wrong with the agreed arré.ngemeﬁta -
for the meeting was the appearance of some of 'I:.hs
Companies mareh:m.g in the direc‘binn of St. Mary's

. Hall, which- seemed to me to have been considerably

in excess of their bona fide membership. I went
immediately to the Hall and enquired at the door

1f the rules laid down for a scrutiny of
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membership cards was being observed. I was

'informed it was. When I went into the Hall I

found that the number of people there was mich -‘
larger than I anticipated, and that a lot of
Volunteers ha;d not yet arrived. I knew definitely
'bhe.n that gomething aeriuua had gone 'nrong with the
mangemen‘ta and when tha tims of ﬂm meet.ing'a
opening cdme t.ha Hall was packed to its ﬁullest
extent. This meant that at least half the people
in the Hall were not bona fide membe.';'ql-. I am of
the ﬂlpin%on ‘that there were bogus cards printed R
.an-:‘l iesued and that every person entering ‘the Hall
had a membership card. |

‘The two speakers at the meeting were Mr. D.

~ McCullough and kr. Joseph Devlin. When Mr. Devlin
opened the proceedings he referred to the purpose
- of the meeting, which was to express an opinion for -

or against the terms of lir. Redmond's speech at

‘Woodenbridge. lr. Devlin exprélssed hia approval

of the policy advocated by Mr. Redmonﬂ The.

| reasnns he gave for suppurting M:r. Redmundma that

th_e fate of the Home Rule Bill depended on following .
Yir. Redmond's euggestiufla, and that the fate of al'l.
amsll nstions depended on the defeat of the Cenmtrel .
Mpean powers. ‘His a't.at.ement was short and
concise s.nd nat in the nature of a pulit.ical
harangue. ' When M. Devlin had _cnncluded hig

speech the majority in the Hall broke into long and
loud applause. Mr. McCullough then rose to speak.
I believe he was: of the opiﬁm.Mt addressing the

people in the Hall would not have any effect on

v e
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on them, that the majority of t'.ha;n_tharh were
suppor’t.ex;a of .the Irish Party policy that the
Volunteers should participate in the European War
on the _Bidéhof the Allies.. Mr. McCullough's

speech was very short, sa:,rin"g he would leave the

decision on the matter infulvad'in the hands of
the meeting.’ No method of voting’ had been
da¢1dad on befarehand- The meéting decided that
a decision would be arrivad at by a show of -hands.

- The show of hands disclosed tp&t. a big majority of

those present fmmﬁ Mr. Redmond's propocsals.
The  meeting then ﬁrph:& up. .
J * ' . - . I .-1 .
After the meeting any semblance of unity
between the original members of the Irish
volunteers (who'were mostly persomnel f£rom the

| Irish Republican Brutharhuud, Ancient Order of-
'H:lbernim - Irish Amarican Alliance - the
Hibernian Rifles and ‘the Fianna Eireann) énd the
' ‘men wha came in following qul:i_.n's review ceased

t0 exist. 4 lot of Davlints-auﬁport.m at the

Ste kiary's Hall meeting later joined the 1léth Irish

Divisinn 4in t.he Brit.:f.ah Arnw There wag no
Tarther con‘bnct. with Devlin'a followers aft.er ‘bhe
menng-

‘The mimrity who @id ﬁnt agree with Devlin's

~ policy started t.o re-organise the Irish Volunteers

!

and the numbers were reﬂuead to about t.he game

number as immediately before the Davlin review in
June, 1914. _ |

-

¥
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From 'I:.he' formation of the Volﬁnt.eera men from
the Cwil Service and from MBiness houaas Juinad
the Volunteers from time to t.ime. After Davlin'a
review there was an increased recruitment of men
of aifferent cutlook, but the same class, into the
Volunteers. These men were put into a apeeial

section for the reason that, on account of 'bha hours

bad to be taken in the matter of their training.
Whep the mchilisatinn for the meeting on policy in
St. ﬂar;v'a Hell was held, I dac:l.ﬂed that thesa men

‘should not be mobilised for it as a body. Thex

A |

were free to ‘attend indiviﬂuallar I cannot say. 1f
any nf them did attand, but I held a .meeting of thﬁ
section -on,l't.h.e Sunday after the mee't.ing in st.
Nary's Hall to put the issue of the meeting in St.
Mary's Hall to thém for their decision. The.

~mejority of the s'ection, when the issue involved at

Bt. Ma.ry‘s Hall was explainad to them,’ expraaaad
the opinion that. the mattar should not be preasad
for a decision then, tpat they were prepared to go
on with their 'I:.raining as if. notﬁn;g' had hapﬁened.-
I explained that a vital matter of principle was '
inwlvad and that each individual mist make a
decision. I explainéd that the majority at the
meeting at St. Mary's Hall had decided for the
Redmond p;hli;::,;r: ~ I'allowed them' some time for

discussion-and when the time for a decision came

' they went ap'proxi'm?.t.ely 50-50 on the matter.

. Iy connection for the time he:i.ng with the

and _nature of their amployment, special precautions ,

1
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Irish Volunteers in Bel-féat. ceased when I was
drafted to France in November 1914. I had
information at the time I was sent to France that

my attendance at the meeting in'st. Mary's Hall a

"short time previously and the side I took at the

meeting. decided the -B'ri.t.ﬂah military authorities
in sending me 'I:.a France immediately; otherwise I
might have been retained at ingtructional ﬁn;'k in
Hollywood for e much longer periéd. I remained.in
France up to Auéust ;915. I came ﬁqme ‘on 1e§ve

P
In_lmediat.ely on é.i*rival in Belfast, and before
joining my wife in Downpatrick, I made contact with

'Denis McCullough, Frank Booth and Harry Osborne
‘and had.a discussion with, them on Volunteer matters

in Belfast. 1 got en idea from them of what had
haprened in my a‘nsénce.. - I could no:t. meet man,},r of
the Volunteers as ny leave from France was 1.’;.mi't:ed.
to seven days and I hed to spend. most of the time

| with my femily. -Before leaving for Downpatrick,

where my wife resided, I was informed there was a
meeting.to be held on the following ‘Su.nday in-
Belfast. I was asked to attend and promiged to do
80. 1 attended this meeting of the Irish |

_ .Volunteers in a new and smaller premises that had .
been procured in Divis Street. The 0ld premises

had been.vacated during my absence. At this .
meeting I saw a plan on peper for the Rising.-
This plan was a-battle plan. I don't remember

. the details of the plan, but I know that it was

T - g‘ - E- .

e



s -16~ S
%  8et out on that plan that the Belfast Volunteers. .
. would, on mobilization for active service,
‘proceed to County Tyrome.. My interest in ‘the
plan was. to snm; extent affected by my leave being

* ‘limited to seven days at l'l.t_nmn_. The purpose of - "
the meeting was to discuss this plan.. I believe
ﬁe purpose n..f oy 'bai:ng called to th_a‘méet.ing wes
to get my opinion on the plan. I expressed the .

. view that not knowing the objectives of the peopla

* who drew it up - whether it waa Mtenﬁed for
offensive or defensive aetian and alao not
_knowing the strangl;hs of the Units of tha
Volunteers outside Belfast in North-East Ulater, I-
. could not give an opinion on the merits of the .

4 plan. I had no inowledge of the importemt .
factufa'menﬁcnea abovef, end T do not.know if any L
person at the. meet:ing had eny more I:rmwledge thm

I had. I 4id mt get the’impression at the -

‘ meeting that an immediate rising was mntezppa.atgd. |
However, L got the imgreéainu. after the meeting,

y in discuseion with some uih.ers, that aomé of the.
leaders in mt:lin were pressing for en aarly
Rising. Thia impraaainn gtruck me a.a &

. ‘bhenretical view more th.an being baaad on definite .
informgtion. Ny desire at the time m that thie
theoretical idea of an early Rising would ..
materislize and I' took steps to ensure et I
wuﬁlﬁ not go back tu'Eranee-a-‘t. the expiry :;f my

#

[F]

' leave. I mansged tu effect this object on
medical grounds. At the time I should have been.
on my return journey 'l:.n France I was confined to

/Qj/mL \
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bed in :mr home and a few days afterwards was
removed to the Military Hospital in Belfast.

_About the end of October,.1915, I had & Medical

Board and was greded "C® as fit only for home
service, and posted 0 & reserve Battelion at
Carrickfergus. Whilst serving in Carrickfergus

"I found the conditions ﬁffew:[ce would not. perm:it
. frequent visits to Belfast. I could not be in
LBelf&at as aftan as desirable to- mse oy cmadas
of the TIrish Volunteers. I was able to ma:_nt.am. |

fairly constent. touch with them by their visits

. 1'.0 me at the Gamp at Carrickfergus, and acmaaiamal
_'viait.a, when appnr'hmit.y presented, to Belfast. -

About mid-November 1915 I loat two children, with

' ~some: sort of fever, and nw .(.'.‘onr@:gnding Officer at

the time told me he would recommend my transfer to’
& Belfast Unit for domestic reasona. - I was
tranaférra'd to Belfagt and when there was pgat.ati _

. a8 a Non-Commigssioned Officer to a recruiting

office, which was under civil comtrol and
orgenised by the Locel futhorities in Belfast.
This posit.ion left me complete freedum in t.he '
evenings and I was able to devote mnsi&erahla
time to assisting at the training of the vohmt.eera.
This ccndit.iun of affairs ‘existed up ‘to Holy
Thursday of Easter Week. |

| I was csn dut.y at t.he recrulting office when
word was bruugh-h to me on Hol;r Thu.radaqr, about naen,
by a civili&n (who I aubsequantl,y know -~ Gribben, a
member of & familsr of strong Republicen views) that
Mr. McCuJ.’Lnugh wan‘t.ad to see me immediately. I

asked the messenger was the matter urgent and he ' ﬁ—q
. " . . . . ‘r'-‘,. ]
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told me it was both urgent and important as "the
hour was fixed for the blow." I then arranged
%0 see Mr. McCullough in Linenhall Hotel at 2 p.m.

_When I called at the Hotel I found that Mr.
'MoCullough had not arrived. I proceeded o Mr.

McCullough's huainasg‘pmiaaa. In view of the
information in my possession, I_approaahad Mr.
¥McCullough's pramideq 1l'nlri.'lgl:t .cautions‘ Archle Heron,
who wae employed in Mr. MoCullough's shop,
approached me and Warned me that the premises were
watched and I was to stey in fhe vioinity until he

‘got in touch with Mr. McCullough. Immediately
. afterwards, Heron again joined me and told me that
| ¥r,. McCullough was vaﬁ: ﬁuar_and I could not see

him then. btut later to suit me, which I arranged at -

5 F.o.

. That evening Heron informed me that he had a
written measage for me from Mr. McCullough. fThis
Heaaaga' was of mh-importanaa that I wau'-onlr to

- open it in the privaocy of my home, which I 4id

immediately on raa,ehing my . home for dinner.

The envelops Heron gave me contained two .
notes - one note to Fhil Iﬂuﬂ‘ahnn nf Ballinagh Go.
ua:van, saying the Baa:rar has been appointed to

J
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to take command in Cavan and McMahon was to hand

'out the shot-guns at 7.30 o*clook p.m., on

Easter Sunday, but not earlier.

The other note was sddressed to myself
stating that I was appointed to take charge of

the Volunteers mnhiiising in County cavang that
I was to proﬂeed. there, arriving not later than
Sunday 'avminé,‘- wﬁan I would receive further
instruction, and I was to act under the orders

and in conjunction with g man named de Burca,
who was appointed Supreme Commander in Ulster.

Those notes contalned no signatures but |
as they eume._'l:'ﬁ me direct from Mr. Hnﬂ‘_ullough;

I accepted them as my definite orders from my

Superior Officer in Belfast, anﬁ, as coming from |

- him, the orders of General Headquarters in

Dublin.

I dﬂn't Imow Mr. McCullough's handwriting and
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Abdut 5 p.m. on Holy Thursday I"ﬁeﬁ ¥r.
McCullough at his hua;ﬁass premises. He appéﬁrah
to.be very busy, end told me the time of my calling
was inoppertune, as he ﬁaa very mach engéged. I

then informed him that, if he would make another

r'appointment for a discussion on matters pertaining -

to my orders. for Eagtér Week, -I would be free to
meet him, He told me that the orders hafgﬁt_wara
an upset to hiﬁ in the manner - the sudden = ‘

unaxpectednass - in which they came. I fully

*

' pealized the effect this would have on his. huainass

cnnnautions, and I to0ld him that 1 anly wanted some

informaﬁion ahout “the area to which I was he:ng aanm,

‘such as, his knowledge of the local leaders of the

ﬁnita in Cavan, their aquipmﬁnt and their atrangth,
End tha general plan of campaign, in which I would
have to take part, perticularly in its initial
atages. Mr. McCullough told me to put those
matteérs to him in writing, that it would be
arrangag that'archi& Haron.wauld collect aama fram

me, and that he would deal with the matter on

receipt. I prapa:aﬂ a note to him, hriafly, on the
matters refarred to ahove, and handed the note %0

Mr. Eerun. ﬂata,that night, Archie Heron came %0 me
with.a.nute from Mr. McCullough; and the note informed
me that he had not the information which I. raquire&,
but that Phil McMahon would be able to gi?e me full
information and full co-oparaxian on all matters.’

I was satisfied then that Ehil McMahon, whom I haﬂ

. never met or heard of, to my knowledge, vefore then,

1“&5'&0 raliahla ‘and trﬂated by the leaders that I

could treat nim with full confidanﬂﬁ and ha, in turn,

e |

i f;kﬁfﬂx
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would treat me likewise. I told Heron that, if

thera was angthing else on which I required

'guidance, I wnuld get in touch with Mr. McCullough

on the fullnwing day, .Good Friday.

On ravieﬁing the problem of my orders and the

‘fact that I was being sent to dn area where I was

unknown to-the men I was asked to command, and their
leaders, and thosge men’ or leaders had not the
benefit of the intensive training thatlaama of the
Belfast officers had, I decided to requesat Mr.

McCullough- to put at my disposal either Seédn Kelly

'or_Eary Haskins o accompany me to Cavan. I passed

a note to thia effect to Mr. Hﬂﬂﬁlluugh, through MNr.
Heron, and I was told that Rory Haskins would be
detailed ta-go with me. I was also told that I

-.shnuld inform Mr. McCullough of my arréngementa for

the journey to Cavan and the time of my departura
from Belfaﬂt. Ahout this time, Mr. Heron told me
that Mr. Hﬂﬂulluugh wag preparing 1o go to Dublin to
interviaw ths lesders on the military problems of the
day . This day, Friday, was devoted hy me in putting
Iuvarjthing posaible in urdar for the carrying out of
ny part in the plans. On Fridag night I met
Haskins and made arrangaments fnr the juq;ney to
Cavan, and that he would procurs tickets for the
jnﬁrnay and enguire as %o timas.nf trains, so that

we should arrive in Ballinagh up t0 time mentioned

. in my orders. 1t was arranged that we leave by the
" mail train on Saturdsy night, and I had word conveyed

£o Mr. McCullough te that effect. .
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We boarded the train as per a:rangémenﬁs,;and,
when on the train, I found that, accompaniing us to
Portaﬂawn, was the. main contingent of the Belfaat
Unit on their way to Coalisland. In Portaﬂﬂwn the
msﬁ bound for Coalisland crossed the platfarm and
took another train going to Tjrqna. I had no
assaciétién with the other -Belfast men on the tiain

to Portadown. I knew where they were going

previously, and #hat their arms had already been

forwarded to baalislﬁnﬂ. I aiqp knew that a small

" advance party left Belfast some. time previous to

Saturday night. I do not kiow if the main body of
the Belfast-ﬁ%n, travelling én the Eaturﬂéy.night
train, carried small arms or not, butlkhay did not
Icarrf long srms. Both Haskins and I carried small
arms ?n'the't:ain. ,

[

The train, on: which we reached Portadown, was
not due for departure immediately, as there was the
usual transfer of malls at Portadown, so that there

was a big delay there. During this delay, Haskins

and I remainadlin the carriage until Haskins went out

on the platform for a walk.” He retuxnad_ahortly

‘afterwards and informed me that there was a man at a

 certain place in the station who had an important

mﬂasaga'fcr me. I went out to the place indicated

and met the person whom Haskins had ﬁaacribed. I

"did not know the man. Ee aﬂkad me if I was Saﬁn

Cusack, and was I mot procesding to Cavan or Ballinagh.
This, naturally, surprised me. He to0ld me that he
had orders to tell me thet Haskins and I were not %0

proceed to Ga#an, hut to return 1mmaﬂiatelj to

. . ﬁ(“'\
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Belfast end await further orders, "as all is off",
ma, as- 1 haﬂ definite or&era on me to repnrt to a
certain man in-Cavan, and that any aountermanding
orders should have been ment on to my destination in
Cavan. I told him that my intentions were.to

'pruceaJ-tn Cavan, seeing that I had travel facilities

available and ali arrangenments made, and definite

orders to that effect. If I found that mattara-

were as he Etatad, we could return from Cavan ta.

Balfast, and I wuuld feel better satisfieﬁ than

raturning frum Portadown., The messenger then

informed me that he gave me the definite ’
i#a%rucﬁiuns he got, and if I refused to dhr?;,thsm
aut, it was on my own reapunﬁibiliﬁy and paril; .
I asked him if ha knew who called the arrangemants
uff, and he raplle& that it was dann on the crdara

of the Inspector General (whom I knew to be Eoin
MacNeill), - I returned to Haskine and tpi@ him that
I had got orders to return to Belfast. I explained
to him what took place in dlacuaalon with the
messenger whom I had aust left, and I told him that

I hed ﬂ&oiﬂed to return to Belfaat and I was dozng 80
with.reluctanca, but that I heliaved the message 1
received there was gemine. .Tha timB-I gat_tha
maaaéga in‘Pn;tadown was between 11 p.m. and twelve L
otclock, midnight. We both returned by train to
Belfaaf. I might mention thdat, at the t&ﬁ? I got
the maéaage at Portadown, I did not know if Mr.
McCullough was with the Be%fasﬁ contingent that ﬂ.
changed"® trains ﬁt Portadown, or not, or if the train . -
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for Tyrone, cnntalnlng the Belfast men, had teken
1ta daparture. Soon after I got the meaaage, I

enquired and found that the Tyrohe train had departed.

gggTER SUHD&Y:L After returning from Portadown, I -

i want to an early Mass in Belfast, and had a

considerable wait until the Dublin papers came in,

I was naturally anxious to see if the papers would | 8

give any details of movements of mén on the previous
night. - I saw by the papers, when they camé_in, that -
ESin MacNeill had issued countermanding orders to all
Units of the Iriah.?olun$ee£s thrﬂughnut theé country.
T knew that there was a number of men who, on account
of their business, were excused from travelling to
Tyrnne on . Saturday’ night, and who were -preparad to
travel on Sunday or Monday to ﬂﬂalialanﬂ. I made
contact with some of those men, including Henry T
Osborne. I infnrmgﬂ them of ﬁy reasons for returning
from Portadown, and we also discussed the situation
craatad by Mr. MacNeill's cauntermanding orders in.

tha press. ‘We were all in grave doubt of tha

position and could not understand what hed transpired

" to prompt Mr. MaclNeill's cauntérmanﬂing order.

The general opinion was that nnthing further should
be done, and thet on Monday some inﬂication would be
given officially as to our fﬁt@ra movemenﬁs. As I
was expecting furthei nrdérs,‘as a result df-the
message I g0t in Portadown, I was prepared to await
same.’ |

EASTER MQHDAIt I went to Gaelic League premises -

Graabh Ruaﬂh - and, on my arrival, I met a number of

mﬁ?ggg;m
s -

~
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people, inclu&ing some mmmhers of the cumann na mBan,
many of whom were to have travelled ta Tyrnne on

Sunday or Monday. The gituation was again dlscussed
and, as ‘no further orders or any definite 1nfﬂrmaticn

ahout tha position was ayailable, nothing aauld be

done, except await events. The position in Belfast

on this day wes, apparently, normel, with no .
particular police or military activities nﬁtineahla.
ﬂatei in the day, I ;ga;néd that some of those who
ﬁravé;led to Tyrone on Saturday night had refurned to .
Belfast, and that they conveyed the iﬁfufmation that
aii the others in Tyrone were returniﬁg to Belfast

that night. 1 was aware that an excursion of the #JkﬁL

Y.M.C.A. hed gone from Belfast to Dublin.on Seméay '/

morning. ° ‘As I knew some of these people intimately,’

" 1. decided to go to the station at the time the irain

was due back, and try and got infnrmatin?;ahaut the
situation in Dublin. I was told that fierce .
rioting had broken out in Dublin, that the police

had been withdrawn off the streeis andfth?f the

military were on duty. This informetion was

sufficient to show me that, at least, some of the
?ﬂluﬂte&rs in Dublin haﬂ started the- flght.l

P
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On getting this information I made my way again
to Craobh Ruéﬂh. I found there a number of
Volunteers, principally men associated with the Gaeliec
League activities, and I conveyed to them the information
I had got. I have the impression that some of the men
in the Hall had the knowledge that the Rising hed
gtarted in Dublin, previous to my arrival amongst them,
As Euﬁa of these men had heard from me that I was told
that I would receive further orders, when my journey
to Cavan was cancelled at Portadown station, I was asked
if I had, in facﬁ, received any further orders. The
general topic of conversation was the hopeless position
of doing enything in Belfast if action was decided on,
seeing that all the arms and ammmition were left
behind in County Tyrone,  There was an attitude of
recrimination and regret iﬁ connection with thg return
of the men from Tyrone, and I felt that, owing to this
attitude and the late hour of the night, it was better
to adjourn any -discussion until the following day. I
made a suggestion that all the men who were out at the
week-end méat again early on Tuesday, and, in view of
our khﬂwlédgehuf evente in Dublin, decide what we should
do.

I personally had the same feeling as had the men
who went to Tyrone, that the orders both they and I
recelved weré not properly official, and that we should
have proceeded on the original orders. I had been
turning over plﬂns in oy minﬁ from the time I heard that
the Rising had started in Tublin, of eiﬁher~ﬁn:ktn#==r*“ﬁé:
myself proceeding to Ballinagh, Co. cavan, M/ﬁfa

, a8 per original inetructiqna, or sending =&

| -'\
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trustworthy courier to Tyrone to see if it was possible
to get the Tyrone men to rise, and if so the Belfast
unit would sttempt to go there and take up the'ir arms:
and join them. ' |

On Tuesday morning I ‘l"t; as arranged the night
previous, to Craobh Buadh and informed a small number
of Volunteers who were there of my plans, . They felt
that the better plan was to send some person to Tyrone.
I suggested that Hasking should be the man for the
Journey, and this was agreed to. I told Haskins to
proceed on fha.anrlieat train to Coalisland and get in
téuch there with the leaders I had in mind as important

at the time in County Tyrone, Dr. MecCartan, Father O'Daly,

and Denis MeCullough Af he was there. He was to retum
immediately to Belfast and report the Tyrone leaders'
intentions.

I had at the time the ides in my mind that if the
Tyrone men were willing to take action, the Belfast men
should join them, and that Haskins and I would proceed

.40 Ballinagh and endeavour to get the Cavan men out.

It would be essential for our success in Cavan to be

gble to ‘assure: the Cavan men that Belfast and County

Tyrone were out. -

Haskins went to County Tyrone and later we heard

that he was arrested in Dr. McCartan's house after his

-arrival there. This knowledge had the effect of

convincing us that no further activities were feasible
ag far ‘as our men were concerned. I_he ieve the =
knowledge of Haskin's fate in néz::“;eaahed.us on

Wednesday.
\

on Tuesday afternoon a message from the British
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Military authorities was left for me at my home, that I
wag to report for duty at Wellington Place offices on

Wednesday morning. Up to Good Friday I had been on

- duty at Bridgend offices;, and I suspected that the

change to Wellington Place resulted from the British
authorities having knowledge of my activities over the

week=-end.

I reported, as ordered, to Wellington Elaee, and I
found that two N.C.0's ‘lhnl had been on duty with me at
Bridgend up to Friday were aleo- there. They told me
that they did n?t know why we were changed.

Y

Some time after taking up duty at Wellington Place,
the Secretary, Mr. John Ferguson (who acted in a civilien
capacity as Becretary to the Rearuiting Committee

organised by the Lord Mayor of Belfast) arrived in the

office. He came :ﬁ:ttu the room where we were on daty,
and t0ld us that the office at Bridgend had been closed
down temporarily until further notice, and that we were
to report at Wellington Plece for the time being. We
were notified later that on the following Monday morning
the B:ridgand office would ra-ofan and that we were to
take up duty there.

About ‘Thursday morning I was placed under military
alrreat. I was shown a note I had passed into the
Belfast Volunteer Headquarters during Holy Week, stressing
the impnrt_anue of field dressings and firet-aid equipment.
This note was captured by the military in a raid on the
premises a few daye later. As m signature was known to
the military suthorities I was imuediately suspected.
1 was shown the note and asked if the signature was mine.'

I said it was like mine but that I would not admit it.

P —
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I was conveyed fo Vietoria Barracks, whefa_I wag placed
in close confinement and remained so until the last week
in June. I had no contact with any outside source while
in Viectoria Barracks. I knew nothing of what was
happening, and got no information as to what Qﬁs

contemplated as far as I was cnﬁcerned.

About the hak%nning of the last week in June I was
vigited by the Assistant Provost Marshal, who ﬁaa Imown
to me as I met him in France -~ Major or Captain Mcllwaine.
He told me that there would be action taken'in"my case

at an_early date.

On the 28th June I was taken_hefore a yilitarylcﬂurt'
presided over by & Major General, the Assistant Provest
Marshal being also present. I was informed by the Hﬁjor
General that the Military authorities had made full
enguiries into what he called “the mad week", as well as
into my past record in the British Army, and had taken
in;o cansiﬂera;inn all the facts of my case. The
ccncluaién_arri?ed at was that I was innocently drawn
into my part in the affailr, anﬁ that my position as a
soldier in association with rebels was most serious end
could have very aeriaus consequences., ﬂHnwévar, he told
me that 1f I was prepared to give anlundertaking to
disassociate mraeif from ail persons whom I knew or
guspected were acting subversive to the Crown, a lenient
view would'ﬁe taken of my offences. -He asked me if I J
was prepared to give such an undertaking. I agreed to
do BO. The Military escort was ordered to yithdraw.

I was handed a trped document containing the undertaking,
which I signed. The Major General and another officer

signed it as witnesses. He then produced another
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document, and said "This is the ﬁeei-a:l;;m of the General
Officer Commanding: in your case". In effect it waa

that, subject to my signing the undertaking, 1 was to be
releaged from Military custt-:dr and that I was to rejoin
my Reserve Unit in Carrickfergus, where 1 was to resume

my _urﬂinar:r grade duties.

I resumed my military duties in Carrickfergus and
served up to October, 1916, when I was discharged as
medically unfit for military service. o

From July, 1916, until October, 1916, I had
association with the remmants of the Volunteers in
Belfast’ . Those associations were during the periods of
week-end passes, and occaslonally when some of them came
tg Carrickfergus to see me. I ~m:w::lflt‘.l_mnﬂ: associate with
them openly, as I had previously, and the necessity for
eur:.h open association did not arise, as the Units were
disorganised and a lot of the Volunteers were arrested

and interned.

Soon after I got my discharge from the Arnm: I
Iattandﬂd a meeting of the Volunteers in the fj:iﬂa
outside Falls Road area, for the mtraining: |
At this time the Volunteers were badly broken anﬂ
aiporganised and it became a guestion of Sections and
gguade instead of Company formatione. The men who
attended those meetings or parades were the remnants of
those who went -to Tyrone and escaped arrest. In

addition, well selected recruits from Fiamma Eireann,

the Gaelic League, etc., were admitted to menibership.

About thig time - late 1916 - the I.R.B. was re-
urganiﬁeﬁ, and Sean Gaynor was elecﬁeﬂ Head Centre for

Ulster. " He requested me to open a New Circle, which I
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did.

4s 1t may appear frnm the foregoing that
i was one of the firqt of the Belfast Volunta-:ers
arrested, I would like to point out that the
majority of the men had: been arrested and interned
prior to my being takan1 into military custody. '
A number of those who up to then had escaped
capture were on the run and a few were arrested

later. This closes my story for the 1916 period

angd its aftermath as far as my memory can serve,

RUREAY OF MILITARY HISTORY 1813-21
BURE STAIRE MILEATA 1213-21

NOo. W.S. ":? i
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" Date 23 abrén, 1948.

Witnessed ﬂﬂp&_ Inedboy.

Date __. 23 Abrdn, 1948,




