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THE HISTORIC RISING OF EASTER WEEK - 1916.

By LIAM O'BRIAIN, M.A.
(Professor of Romance Languages in Galway University).

"Acht gradh mo chroidhe na laighnigh
_S8iad d'aidhin an teine leo,™ - Sean~Amhran,

My story may start with the landing in Ireland
from America of Thomas J. Clarke, ex-convict end
dynamitard, in 1907. Sent by John Devoy - "greatest
of the Fenians", as Pearse called him - Tam Clarke,
fram his little shop in Parnell Street, gave the last
dozen years Of his life to one thought only - that of
preparing once more to engage the old foe in the old
way. His main energies were devoted to remoulding
the Republican Brotherhood, The old Fenlan force,
though it had not dled since the 'sixties, was in
nerveless hands. Young zealots now gathered round the
old warrior, and in a few years and after a few
struggles they renewed the spirit of the old organisation.
From Belfast, where The Republlc was edited with the
help of Roger Casement, came Bulmer Hobson and
Sean McDermott; these became leaders of the Brotherhood
in Dublin, A8 organiser for Sinn Féin, about 1907-08,
MeDermott toured the country and, with his matchless
charm and fervour, made countless converts.

S0 we come to 1912-13. The new orgaenisation had
spread through all Ireland, luring ardent young men.
Its secret naturs forbade any attempt at military
training. The eyes of the people were upon
Westnminater and the journey of Home Bule to the Statute
Book. Something spectacular was wanted to bring our
people back to thelr old ideals, and to prevent them
becoming "loyal British subjects" out of gratitude for
the misereble mesa of pottage. The directing hand of
Providence soon provided the very means, for 8ir Edward
Carson himself revived the Fenlan methods in the North
of Ireland!

The Asquith Govermment looked on ~ either helpless,
or in secret complicity. But in Dublin the event gave
hope and Joy to two parties. In 1913 came the Lebour
upheaval in Dublin, lead by Larkin and Connolly.

Of Larkin it is incontestable that he revived an almost
extinct flame of Nationalism in thousands of Dublin
workmen, James Connolly - a far more intellectual man,
8 profound thinker, and an ardent Irislman - had
already adopted the Communist theories of direct
military action,

. Dublin Castle was to Connolly not only the s ymbol
of Irelend's foe, but also the butiress of the whole
system of class—enslavement. Both of these appeals he
combined in a call to his followers to arm themselves.
80 the Cltizen Army was founded. But it was
symptamatic of the newness of the military appeal that,
though nearly 20,000 men were on strike that year in
Dublin, the Citizen Army never reached more than two
hundred at most.



"hile the Redmond haclkts were on the Executive
nothing could be done to procure arms. The
Executive meetings became a series of guarrels, in
one case leading to blowa. The I.R.B. chlefs
resolved t0 supply the men with arme, but could not
entrust their plans to the Joint Committee. When
the first blg consigmment was landed at Howth, the
Redmond nominees knew nothling of it. This was the
beginning of that necessary double dealing which
was to pley such an important part in the events of
Easter Weok.

After the Howth affalr the Joint Committee was
docmed. ‘The outbreak of a world-war, Redmond's
stand with England, and his offer of Irsland's
manhood, merely hastensd the end. In September,
1914, on the evening of Mr., Asquith's speech in the
Dublin Mansion House, the originsl founders of the
Volunteers issued a statement declaring that the
"nominees" were no longer members of the Executive,
and calling on the rank and file to stand by them,
At last we had a real body with a real purpose.
Organisation was Iimproved by eble leaders like
Thomes McDonagh, of the Dublin Brigade, and
Brigade-AdjJutant Eamon de Valera; Ned Daly and
Plaras Beaslai in the first battalions; Tom Hunter,
Eamon Price, and Richard Mulcahy in the secand,
Eamon Ceannt and Cathal Brugha in the fourth.

Speclal departments were trained for each
compeany; for the smuggling of munitions - a whole
romance here - anﬂ{ for intelligence, the nucleus
of Michael Collins' formidable I,.R.A. Secret Service
of 1920-21. Each campany drilled at least one night
g week in a small hall equipped with a miniature
rifle rangs. Nearly every Sundsey sham battles were
held outside Dublin, varied by spectacular route-
marches of the whole brigade in full uniform
through the clty streets and outlylng villages.

A brisk, 1f illiecit, trade 1n rifles sprung up
betwean Volunteers and thirsty or reckless eoldiers
of the British Army. I have seen a lad came into
our drill-hall displaying a brand new service
rifle, and grumbling that he had had to pay half-a-
crown for it, while a friend had got hls for two
ghillings'. Others less lucky or suasive paid for
weapone 1in weekly instelments. |

The Wamen's Auxiliary, or Cumenn na mBan, soon
trained themselwves to help us in peace or war.
Other features were an insurance scheme in case of
"future casualties", and weekly levies on friends
outgide. The enthusiasm of the men was wonderful.
o call on thelr time or energy was too great.
None in the ranks knew what was toward, yet all
placed their lives in the hands of the leaders. The
rank and file were of the Dublin artlsan class, with
many clerks, shopmen, civil servants and students.
The democracy was complete. If anything, the
higher a man's social status the more he had to do
and the sterner the discipline.

what a thrill it gave in the dusk of a
Sundey evening after a long march to hear the martial
chorues, since sung wherever ishmen are in the
remotest corners of the globe:

"Soldiers are we
Whose livee are pledged to Irelandl}"



-

For months before Easter the Volunteers were
told (and agreed) that any ime they went out they
might never came back; that they might be attacked,
or be ordered, to attack. They accepted thils
gbsolutely, with utter faith in their chlefs and with
a perfect sense of soldlerly discipline. Such was
the mentality of the men of Easter Week,

We must now deal with inner developments. The
Republican Brotherhood were in touch with Germany,
through America, from the beginning of the Great War.
The time for action had come, The Supreme Council
of the I,R,B. waa now superseded by the Mllitary
Counell, a small body of four -~ (Qlarke, MoDermott,
Eoarse, and Plunkett - who proceeded calmly to plan
the enterprise. Camunlcations ‘were established
through sailore and passengers on ocean liners wilth
the Clan-na~Geel of America; that is to say, with
John Devoy, and through him with agenis in Germany
and ‘the Unlted States. The part that Sir Roger
Casement played is told elsewhere.

Towards the end of 1916 Joseph FPlunkett
reached Germany by way of Spain, Italy, and
Switzerland, and had long discussions’ there. He
arranged for the shipment of arms to Ireland, and then
went to America to report to¢ John Devoy.

What was the nature of these plans?® The main
idea was that of Robert Emmet, which also was based on
& dramatic selzure of Dublin Castle as a means of
firing the whole country into action.

S8imultanecusly, a landing of arms in Kerry would am
the South and West, and we would have had in 1916 the
guerilla warfare of 1920-21. And what results were
to be hoped? 'The Republic? Hardly! it was
expected that the Rising, if 1t colncided with a big
German offensive 1n Prance, would divert large
British forces, and later on campel the ensmy to
negotiate, "We hope to push the ball up the "hill",
Sean McDermott sald, "far enough to make 1t easy for
those who "came after us to push it up the whole way".

How did the Germa®E receive our plans? With
polite incredullty. Ignorant of Ireland, they
viewed us as forlorn vislonaries, and even doubted
whether we would be rash enough to challenge the armed
mlight of England. Yet on the whole the Germans kept
their word with Ireland. They told us they would
launch en offensive in the spring of 1916. So
Easter was fixed on as the date of the Rising, It
wes agreed that a cargo of rifles and machine-guns
would be off the Kerry Coast, near Fenit, from Good
Friday to Easter Sunday, April 2ist and 23rd. If
our campalgn was well launched, the Germans would
gend more arms, and men if possible.

The day drew near, and our activiiy grew
feverish among the ranks of the Volunteers.
Headquarters wae busy as an ant-hill, Messengers
went in and out to bewilder the relays of watching
"G, men'". Ineide in the srmoury, the clangour of
toole supplied staccato music to a scene which
reminded one of a Queen's Theatre setting of Robert
Emet's store-room in Marshelsea lane on the ewve of
his fatal adventure. A fortnight before Easter our
officers made thelr wills. We of the ranks heard of
prizes for the company that could show the most
complete equipment at the "manoeuvres'" on Easter

Sunday. . .



At all company parades that last week the men
were told to be ready for enything on Sunday.
Confessionals were crowded on Saturday night; many a
Dublin church on Easter morning sew lads in full kit,
wlth rifles, walting their turn at the Comminion rails
sssnens Yot when they went home and read the papers,
all were aghast to see the order: "To all Volunteers® -
that no Easter manoeuvres or paradea. whatever were to
be held!¥ With still greater amazement they saw the
slgnature of "Eoin MacNeill, Chlef of Staff". What
had happened?  The inevitable clash between the inner
and the outer Executives - between the I,R.B. chiefs.,
who had plenned all with secrecy, and the rest of the
Volunteer Executive, who had been left in the dark.

In placing MacHelll at the head, the founders had
sought only an ornament. They came to respect him
more and more, though he tended to revert more and
more to his studies, leaving the chair to Bbe taken
by Pedraig Pearse. S9till the Ilnner chiefs did not take
MacHeill into their full confidence. They knew him
opposed to a rising. On ‘his slde, MaclNeill was not
bilind to what was going on. He began to ask
questions, and was answered evasively. Only on the
Thursday of Holy Week did he learn of orders for the
Sunday of the blowing-up of Bridges and rallroads.

How fully aware, Eoin MacNelll charged Pearse
and the Revolutionary leaders with preparing an
Insurrection without his knowledge. They admitted it,
adding that it had gone too far to atop it.

Haclleill declared that he would do all he could to do
80, and they parted in confuaion.

On Good Friday Bulmer Hobson was arrested by
Volunteers. He, llke MacNelll, was opposed to any
Rlsing, preferring to defer all actlion until after the
Great War. Hobson discovered before MaoHeill what
wae Intended on Easter Bunday, 20 1n the middle of Holy
Week he began makling counter-moves. This was no part
of his work as Secretary, so he was detalned in a
Dublin house t1l1ll after the fight had started on
Easter Monday. .

' Ths, up to Good Friday all went smoothly and
with marvellous Becrecy. But from now on disaster
fell on us. Strange thinge happened on a wild stretch
of coast near Tralee on that fatal Friday morning.

A collapsible boat from a German submarine threw up
three half-drowned men on the beach. One of these wasa
Sir Roger Casement, the second was Captain Monteith,
the third an Irish soldier, who had been a prisoner of
war 1in Germany. ILsaving Casement in a cave, Montelth
pushed on to Tralee, and got in touch with the
Volunteers. Austin Stack, the local camnandant, with
Con Collins, who hed been sent fram Dublin to assist
him unload the expected cargo of arms, went out 1in a
motor to pick up Cassment. But the local police were
already inquilsltive, and Stack, Collins and Casement
ware all arrested in the simplest way. Brought into
Tralee, Casement - who had concealed hls name -

gshowed great anxlety to get news through to Dublin.

A message from him reached the I.R.B. leaders very
early on Saturdsy morning, It was an agonised appeal

to stop the Rising at all costs, as. he was convinced that

the Germans would leave us in the lurch, and only wanted
+0 use Irish blood in a eynical wey for their own ends.
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Casement had acted in Germany as agent of the
I.R.B. and Devoy's Clan-na-Gael. He had long
known the plan, and had himself arranged for the
tranafer of arms. But he was not secretive enough -
& poor conspirator who took the wrong men into his
confidence. Davoy, angered at thls, and relentless
towards any man who stood between him, and the dream
of his life, asked the Germans to deel no more with
Cagement, but to keep "“putting him offv. They
obeyed. This explains sall the iragic outerles of
Casement in his. published diary. ‘

The German ship, with all its arms on which we
depended, was now gone! When final touches wers
being added to the plans, e message from Dublin asked
that the "And" should not approash the Kerry coast
till Easter Sunday at midnight, when Volunteers would
be at Fenlt pier for the unloading, This message,
brought from America by a passenger, never reached .
the German ship. The rest we know, -

With all hopes dashed, Pearse and McDermott
visited MacNelll early on Saturday mornling, And
for the firet time this patriot-scholar learned of the
"Aud" dfbacle., This altered MacNeill's views.
Protesting that he had been unfeirly dealt with, he
now feared the Briitish would come down on us with ali
thelr might. Therefore, we might as well stand
together and meet the coming storm as best we could,
The others said, "Thank God"! At least there was to
be unity of action.

A8 the day wore on and nothing happened,
Dr, MacHeill changed his mind., He thought tha
situation might be saved if a clash with the British
could be averted, but knowing it useless to put this
view to the others, he decided to issue the order
cancelling operations on the following day on hls own
responsibililty. In so doing, iacHeill had 1in mlnd
the almost unarmed state of the Volunteers over the
greater part of the couniry.

Wwith MacNelll on the Saturday evening was
Arthur Griffith, He, too, had cause of complaint,
He had been asked to joln the Supreme Council of the
I.R.B., but had declined, pramising to help by hils
pen, his influence and personal example. In return
he hadli asked to be kept fully informed, and thils
pronise wes given him, It was not kept; and
Griffith fully approved of MacHeill's action,

The fighting leaidlers were now bewildered,
They knew what had been done, for both Plunkeit and
McDonagh vislted MacWelll and saw the cancelling
order being taken away to Limerick and Kerry by the
O'Rahilly. Meanwhile, their own staff-officers -
one of whom was Michael Collins - were still busy on
the last details of Sunday's blow in Dublin, It was
clear that MacHeill's order would be accepted by the
mass of the Volunteers, who had no suspicion of any
disagreement between the leaders.

Very few detalls survive, ¢f the Sunday
conference at Liberty Hall, for the chief
participants were dead within three weeks of 1t.

But no doubt their decision was unanimous. Consider
the men: Tom Clarke, with his thirteen fearful
years 1n English gaols, and his one life-thought to
deal a blow before he died against the hated foe.




Flame=-llke ardour burned in the soul of

Sean HeDermott, who, a week later, as a prisgoner in
Riobmond Berracks, remarked to me: "The o

fallure in Ireland is the fallure to “atrikel"
Recall also the Brooding mind of Pearse, who had
wrltten: "There are worse things than the shedding
of blood, and one of them is "slavery“. Above all,
there was the impetuous James Connolly, who yearned
for a fight over a year before thio. 30 set was he
on "going out", even with his own handful of
cltlzen-levies, that he was arrested for a few days
and let into all the inner secrets.
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So the great decision was taken, and
Thomas McDonagh, of the Dublin'Brigade, was ordered to
mobllise for active service on Monday morning at
10 o'clock, Word was sent out to undo the work of
MacNelll's messengers. This time there was no
pretence of consulting Eoin MacHeill, MeDonagh
justified thie in a letter written before his deeth,
aaying that he was bound not to reveal the secret of
his own organisation. Meanwhile, the cancelling
order threw the Castle authorlities off thélr guard.
They had no suspicion of any disaension, and assumed
that events 1n Kerry had put an end to all.

80 the gathering Volunteers on Monday morning
exclted no comment. The first battalion, under
Ned Daly, marched into the Four Courts; the second,
under MeDonagh himself, with Commaendant Hunter and
Major MeBride, occupied Jacob's biscuit factory;
the ihird, under De Valera, went to Boland's Mills;
the fourth, led by Eamon Ceannt and Cathal Brugha,
into the South Dublin Union. The military staff
and revolutionary leaders - Clarke, Pearse,
McDermott, Plunkett and Connolly (who was in active
ecomnand of Dublin) - seized the General Post Office
in 0'Connell Street.

" The main body of the Citizen Army, under
Michael Mallin and the Countess Markieviez, occupled
the Stephen's Green area. Another body, under
Sean Connolly, marched up'to the gate of Dublin
Castle. These drew firat blood by shooting the
polliceman at the gate and trying to enter. The
reat selized the Evening Mall office opposlite, and
the Cilty Hall overlooking the Castle, where the
brave Sean Connolly was shot an hour later. The

Rising had begun.

The mobilisation that morning was very poor -
little more than a third of the possible muster.
There were barely 800 Volunteers - most of them
mexibers of the I.R.B. - and leas than {two hundred of
the Citizen Army. This left the total engaged at
wvell under & thousand men. 80 the occupation of the
clty was incamplete from the start. Trinity Collego
end the Provost's House should not have been
neglected. shortage of men forbade the occupation
of the commanding Shelbourne Hotel in the Stephen's
Green area, With more men, De Valera could have
occupled the streteh of the canal on elther slde of
the Mount Street Brldge instead of only a house or
two, and ao on.



Yot among us all was a vast elation. We seemed
t¢ breathe. a purer alr and dwell in sublime heights.
It was. a unique experience to feel that once again,
after a hundred years or more, the foreign yoke had
been cast off, and that men in their own capital,
with their avn flag above tham, should be standing at
bay before the foe of their race.

The Post Office was ahelled from at least two
points. = the southern side of 0'Conmell Bridge, and
Tfrom the Parnell Monument. On Friday afternoon the
roof toock fire, and that evening the big bullding had
t0 be evacuated. Padralg Pearse was the last man
to leave. James Connolly, badly wounded,had been
taken to hoepltsl the day before. The Q'Rahilly
made & gellant though hopeless attempt t0 charge down
Moore Street at the head of a few men. The street
was swept with machine-gun flre, and he had only
made a few paces. when this gallant gentleman (he had
opposed the Rising, but joined it on the outbreak)
found a glorious dsath facing the enemy.

The end was near. Cooped up in a few housem of
Moore Street, with many wounded, and an iron ring of
thousands round them, Pearsee, Glarke, Plunketit, and
McDermott were forced to surrender on the Saturday
morning. A muree carried out the whilte flag.

The British insisted on unconditional surrender.
Pearse, whose position was: that of Cammander-in-
Chief for the whole country, wrote an order for the
surrender of all positions in Iublin for the saks of
the clty and people, and for a general surrender all
over Ireland, as no further object could be galned.

Our positions on the south side of the Liffey
only received Pearse's: ordsr on Sunday. The
outery eamong the men was. frenzied. It needed all
the effortas of officers to prevent the wilder
gpirlite fram rushing out and seeking death in s
last onset in the streets.

There was much confusion in the country. In
Enniscorthy the Volunteers rose under Robert Brennan
80 as to prevent the transport of men and materisl
fron Rosslare to the capital. in north County
Dublin a small band of well-armed Volunteers, under
Thomas Ashe and Richard Mulcaehy, controlled the
district. In a smart engagement at Ashbourne,
agalnst twice their mumber of constabulary, these
inflicted heavy loss and forced all the survivors to
surrender., This fight is Important, as it was the
model for all the ambush warfare of 1920-21.

Hention has already been made of Arthur Griffith
and his treatment by the revolutionary leaders.
On Easter Monday and Tuesday he found himself
isolated in his home in Clontarf. On Wednesday he
got in touch with the leadera, and volunteered for
service in the Post QOffice. In reply they
repeated McDermott's wish, expressed to him a
fortnight Beforse - they preferred him to stay outside.



On Tursdey Griffith could no longer remain
inasctive. Mounting his blcycle he made his way
by long detours to the house of Eoin MacHelll
beyond Rathfarnham. That night those two men
agreed that Griffith should issue a call to the
eountry to rise and relieve Dublin. He was to
attach their two names to it, and circulate it 1if
he could. But, of course, it was too late.

Be that as 1t may, it is certain that those

whose names were attached to the Republican

. proclamation of Easter Monday - Clarke, Pearse,
Plunkett, MacDonagh, MecDermott, Ceannt and
James. Connolly - had no 1lluslons as to their
fate. And they met it Joyfully. These men
pagssed in the sure hope that the triumph of their
death would make up for their military failure,
and that their names would go down on the bright
gcroll of Ireland's heroes.
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