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1908, 1 refurned to Irelsng from the U.S. in 1907. A few years
sarlier, while State President of the Geelic League of
the State of New York, colleagues asked me to join the -
Clan-na-Geel. Prior thereto, however, the IRISH VIORLD -
the chief supporter in Americs of the Irish Parlismentary
Ferty - protested in its "Gaelic Notes" that the Gaelic
League in New York was dominated by the Clan-na-Gael.
Such was not the case, though many of our men were members
of it. I was not s member ang desired to remain in s posi.
tion to assert that I was not in case the IRISH WORLD
gshoulg pursue that line of critieism, Accordingly, I
declined the invitation to join., In the course of my
Geelic League activities I hed had meny friendly contacts
with Clan men snd explained my attitude in this matter to
John Devoy who agreed with my decision. '

Shortly after I located in Dublin in 1908 Sean T. 0'kelly
.. "approached” me about the I.R.B., and ingdue course I
~became & member of the Bartholomew Teeling Circls. -

I think it was somewhat earlisr that I was requested by

Po Te Daly. to "meet & few friends" who desired to have

.& chat about the Irish situation in New York, The 1lstter,
fo the best of my recollection, comprised John O'Hanlon,
Fred Allen and Daly himself. In after years I rfealised
that my inquisitors on that occasion had been prominent
members of the then Suprepe Council of the I.R.B.

{
1510. I moved from Dublin to Gerk end in duna course Dscame
: . attached to the -Cork Circls. L

1911~12 Towards the end of 1911 I wes selected as Divisional
l _ Centre por Munster on the Supreme Council. I was so -,
- notified by Sean O'Hegarty. '

I continued to sct in that caepacity until EZaster Week, ™
1916. Leter, on releasse from prison in Jung 1917, I
resumed office &s D.C. up to the date of my deportation
to the United States in April 1918. .

The constitutional method of electing & Divisional Centre
was that a provincial Convention comprising County and -
District Centres elected by ballot = special committes
of f£ive, and the latter in turn elected by ballot & Centre
for the Division., Thus, these five were the only members
. in the province to whom the Divisionsl Centre was known
- - &8 such, " :

My predecessor as Divisionasl Centre for Hunster was,
1l believe, llichael anwe of Dublin., :

%, Before my period of offige Cathal Brugha - who as &
v representative of his firm travelled extensively - had a




- but that his probity end tact were beyond question. ~ 4nd, often |
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af raving'nﬁmmissioneﬁo a0 I.R.B. organising. I was infarLed that
hn kept in.contect with "Centres" in ?arioua ﬂi sﬁkdd auﬂblfsﬁ ”hv
"len as oocasion offered. e %*_ =

It was not & constitutional function of the Divisional Gantra to
enroll members; his duty was %o keep in contact with County Centres
&nd thus kesp pusta& on the state of the Organisation in his :
Division. Recrpiting for the indivigual Circles was the. business
of the respective loosl Centres - who had an intimate knowledge of
men in their respective locelities and thus were the best judges

of suitability for induction into the I.R B.

Even so, I 4id on occasionfake men inba the -orgenisation in places
whera no Cirole existed - those whose namss had been suggeated to
me by Centres slsewhere, or men.wham I in the course of my vialta
had had opportunity to "size up”. . Y

f
In meny instances I attandéd'cirala meatinga - where & meeting
coinclded with the dete of my business visit to the loecality . In
such cases I acted in the capscity .of an "organiser” snd nut &s
Divisionsl Gantre. A

Periodicelly, I got reports from County Centres andg District
Centres with respect to other Circles and/or groups in various
parts of the respestive Counties which 1 had no opportunity to
visit in person; also of unattached members here and.there. Local
Centres ang even unattached members were gefinite focal points

- from which to. ;0 recruiting. But where neither existed the location

of & 1ikely proapect was more difficult than the proverbisl
"looking for a needle in a haystack"” - the needle was in the stak
but in those days of denstionalisation there may not have been in
a whole distriot & single man imbued with republican ideas. :

Bven in casaes where one was assured that a certsin men w }Lkely
proapect ,the official responsible for his induction haﬂ'%ﬁ'%
certein ﬁhat such "progpect”™ entertained the republican vingaint|
when after tedious investigation & men was deemed f£fit in every '
respect the inguisitor found- himself. "up ageingt a stone welll" -
that of peligious scruples in the matter of: jolning & "secrat
orgenisation", This was & Etumhling blaak in the matter of
numerical prograss.

lﬁle;lﬁ During these yesrs I regulsrly attended meetings of the Supreme

Council in Dublin. 1 was also a faeirly regular gttenjant at
maetings of the Coiste Gnoths of the Gmelic Lesgus - wharenn I
repreosented the ﬁmlrican Gaels since 1907. :

f

Supreme Council msetings at that time were largely aavnted to
reports on the state of the Organisation in the seversl Divisions,
on fingnce: on publications; on aumé events as the Wolfe Tone
aend Emmet commemorstlons; on possibilities for the advencement of

* the Irish Republican doctrine angd contrariwise W %
dgfed/ien&tmnalising schemes. -

|

As an outstanding instance Df what may now seem Lo have been
excellent material for the L.R.B. - of men in varlious parts of the
country. in 1912-3 who had pravg&,tyagp-lvaa Al in very many xasgwk

regpects - and yet were not e el s a8 membsrs, 'I may A5

mention Terence MacSwiney. He'was then writing excellent ‘articles
for IRISH FREEDOM. Even so the consensus of opinionfamong my
fellow members of the Cork Circle was that he wes not to be
"approached” with & view to membership in the IRB, - net in 1911-2

"+ at any rate. Iy acquaintance with him at that time was only

cagnal, and I forget the actual reason for non-approach in ni&
case; the religious ban may have been the obatacls. - ’

The latter
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The latter, to my personal knowledge, prevented many man.krem
joining. "Even some enrolled members occasionally developed
uneasiness on thet point. I believe it was to meet this hituation
that & visit to Irelend by the Rev. Denis 0'Sullivan of Valentia
was availed of in getting him to address the men of the Dhblin
District on the theologicsel aspsct. A "gsnersl maating"-bf thosgs:
was held in the Clontarf Town Hall for that purpose, This was
during my membership of the 5.C., but I was unable Lo be ﬁrassnt
and forgel the exact year. '

The only other "general meeting” of which I have any knowledge was
that held in the Rmrwax Foresters Hall, Parnsll Squere, Dublin,
early Iin December 1913. This-waes addressed by Denis lMeCullough and
myself. To the best of my recollection the purpose on this )
secasion was to emphasise the duty of I.R.B. men to cooperéite to
the fullest extent in the formetion of Irish Volunteer Copiipanles,
eni of choosing I.R.B. men &s officers where possible. (The Irish

'Tolunteer orgenisstion had been formelly established some two

weeks esrlisr). One feature of this meeting which stands out in
my memory is that of Padralg Pearse ococupyilng = geat, in the rear of
#km¥® the hell., It wss probably his first appearsnce at any meeting

of the I.R.B. (Le Roux relstes the circumstences.of his sdmission -

4o the organisation sarlier that year). -

I have no recollection of a meeting of the Supreme Council held in
the early formative period of the Irish Volunteers, - that is prior
to its formel estsblishment - as mentioned by Lé Roux. {Tom Clarke,’
p.125). I do, howsver, recollect informsl talks with Tom Clarka
bearing on that question, and ,wes aware that the "Executive" was
quistly suggesting and directing various developments from, the

I.R.B. stendpoint. Then, as prior thereto - 1912.5 - my visits to

Dublin were but intermittent.

o

1n Jenusry, 1914, Tomes ABhes snd myself went on_a mission’'to the

United States to Taise money for the Geelic Leagus, On the outbreak

of the War ir-Surope the Clsn-na-Gasl deciged to raise a Fund for
the -Irish Volunteers; Tomes and myself necessarily broight our
cempaign to & clpse. He returned home in September. I stayed on
a8 I had snother snd a ;sscret mission, viz., that of IRB envoy fo
biennlal Convention of the Clan. X i

In the latter capecity 1 had.né contact with the Ganvaﬁtioﬁ'prupar,

the regular procedure being: first the envoy consulted with the "RD"

(Revolutionary Directory) which then comprised John T. Keatiing
of Chicago, John Devoy and Joseph McGarrity; next dsy to appear
before snd confer with the "Committee~on Foreign Relationa™. One

" of my duties was to report on the"Home Orgenisation". On stating

-here and there belonged to an active Circle. Only the lattery

its strength to be approximetely 2,000 I recollect an.nuthu}at of

' amazement on the part.of en Americen-born member of the Committes.

He., evidently, had been under the impression from previous reports
that we had s much lérger membsrship - coupled with the feeling -

that the heeds of the Eome Organisation were lex in recruiting. A%
eny rate, my sbatement was based on returns made by the Biv'ai#un&l

Centres at the meeting of the Council held prior to January|19l4.

At that time this particular committes-man - & Vetersn in the Clan-
hed no conceptioh-of the conditions under which we at this gide Xx

lsboured. He probably had & recollection of = much earlier period

Wwhen the Home Orgenisation incluged perhaps thousands - Lhe.
remnent. of the very large IRB membership in thefdeys of .the

Land League. Mesntime, of course, death had tsken %oll of tha
remnant, and the great majority of the survivors had been diverted
from their Republican allegisnce by the overpowering growth of the
Home Rule movement under Parnell and his successors. 4 percentage

remained nominally IRB over manyf yeers but by 1913 only an odd mam.

ware included in ths 1913 computation.-
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On returning from the U.S5. in November 1914 (vis LiverpoLI} I
brought from the Clan-ne-Gael a.draft for L2,000 for the| Irish

Volunteers, carefully secreted. I -also brought for my personal
uss an-automatic pistol snd emmunition., These itkmm= lattbr items

I gquly "declared" (on being guestioned by the Customs inspector)

lest ‘& geareh of my person and belongings should bring the draft’
to light. The "firearms" were held by the Customs suthorities, -
againsi which I, as an Americen citizen, protested. Fortunately,
I wes not kmown to the officials in Britaein as I had been to the
police in Ireland; I was informed that if 1 sent en epplication

-- 9igned by & "J.P.” anj & clergyman - to the Home Secretary, the

articles would doubtless be forwarded to me in Irelend. |In que ==
¢ourse the pigtol and emmunition: reachsed me by post; they remasined
PO FIEOE KON et X ke sebhrar sostmmo i Gemem ke S RO W W N A N RN HEAEK
in my possession for "Easter.Week",

Soon. after my arrival in Ireland.l.reported to the two available

e B edt Al i u

Fr = o )

- members of the "Executlve" = Denis MeCullough and Tom Clarke -, and

was informed of developments guring my absence: the Split ‘with ..
Redmond, the gun-Yunning at Howth and Kileool, ana on the report
furnished by an "Advisory Committee™ appointed for the purpose of
drefting e plan for a pight in the Dublin area. This plan wes
deemed to be only provisional; Tom was very critical of certain
points. I zid not read it, nor do I recollect the personnel of

the committee,”'.l ungerstood #¥=t—3+4 included & considerable number
of prominent ftien Volunteer: officers. To my mingd, the drafting of
militery plans for an insurrection (which purpose was nofg -perhaps
stated to the committes) was neeéssarily of a secrst nabure ang
shouly sccérdingly be entrusted to.a mueh.smsller ebmmitFea; that
the latter should in the course of their dsliberstions have the
closest contact with the I.R.B. Execubive. I urged thatrtha
"Advisory quﬁittsﬂ“.ahoulﬂ be dissolved; "it was allQWailta lapse.

- - " a ¢

Shortly thereaftsr, Pearse, Plunkett and Ceannt cooperated in
drafting plans for en Insurrection. About the end of May, 1915,
at 8 meeting of the 1.R.B. Executive (on which I functioned as
Acting-Secretary, - MacDiarmada being in-prisen) Pearse,| Plusnkett

end Cennt were, on my motion, formaslly appointed & "Milis&ry Committea"
. . . - . !

(The cooperation of Clarke and Eacﬂiafmada later in-1915, éna the

eddition of Connolly and MecDonegh 4ni 1916, ig referred to elsewhere).

The 1915 Divisbonel elections (IRB) were due a few monthg laeter.
In the ordinary course Seen MacDiarmaeds would have superyised those
in Connaught - which he represented on the’ Suprems Council. Due

to his many aotivities in Dublin ever prévious yeéars, plus his
physical disebility, he had been unable %o give more than casusl

" attention to the organisetion. in that province. He wes now in prison

g0 it wes agreed that I should visit the Divigion, attend to any
necessary preliminaries there and conduct theelection. DTom Clarke
furnished me with the names of Centres and some prominent men in the
province. First I went to Limerick for.the Volunteer psrade (May);
thence partly by train and partly by~bicycle, - never entering or
leeving any town by trein. My first officisl call was at Athenry
Wwhere I met Larry Lardner and Lism' Mellows, - both -of whom undertook
to attend to pre-election details.in County Galway, Thence I pro-
ceeded to Castleber, Westport, Newport, Ballina, Ballaghaderin, etc.
The-organisetion in Mayo was at.-a vwery low ebb, except in Viestport.
One’ of the few contacts I had in €ounty Sligo was the name snd
address of & schoolieacher who wad geemed ‘eligible for membership.

I "swore him in"., - ' : o

Purther electoral preliminariss were conducted by respn&ﬁlhla'paftieé.

whom I interviewed, and a dste was set for the Divisionsl election

at Cleremorris, I attenjed the latter. One of the delegates present
wes glected Divisional Centre -to replace MacDiarmada(whom Tom Clarke

end myself had egreed to nominate por co-option to the. Supreme -

Council). Just ss our work at Claremorris was in progress, & -

telegram -

s T —— e

T .

e

=




The I.R.B. " - b -

telegram (pre-arrenged should e certein event srise) reached me at
the hotel where we were in session; I took the night-goods train-
the only means avallable; reached Dublin next morning end Cork

in thse afterfnoon. .

Evidently, the police were lgnorant: of my whereabouts during those
visits to Connaught - to which end I had taken pains. Goqtraryrtb

the British Government attitude to American citizens generally, :

1 was ordered in June 1915 to register as & "Friendly Alien". This
meant that I should report to the police when leaving any

"Proglaimed Ares" andnegaln when entering another. As Ifﬁid not

a0 register I wes summoned to appear before & magistrate .at Inns -
Quay Court. Tom Clarke was of opinion that 1 should refuse to
register: that deportation te the U.S, was certain to failuw,anﬂ )
that this would efford the Clan %R material for anti-British
propegenda. Under the then circumstances - with a fight|in progspect -
I preferred to register as ordered end remsain in Ireland. I aid

so just before appesring in court; the charge ageinst me wes
accordingly dlsmissed. - : :

Gaslic iaagua Ard Pheis - Dun&alk;'July 1915

The non-political plank of the Gaelic League (by which it was
understood that eny person whether a Home Ruler, Drangamén, or
Sinn Feiney, ghould hot inject his particuler politicel viewpoint
into Geelit™Hfanches, classes, etc., This was always respected .
by the I.R.B.snd by its members who held 'seats on the Colste Gnotha.
But, on this governing body of the Leagus &n element advocated
lines of procedure with respect to the Board of Education’end
"Dublin Csstle™ (on matters effecting the languags movement, oOf
mzuzsxk course) whieh to many of us were objectionable. There wes
2 multiplicity of such moves, and thus there was & growlng divergence
between whst msy be termed the "Right Wing"and the "Left Wing" over
the years prior to 1915. When "Left Wing" opposition to [those
methods wes voiced, the Right deemed it Sinn Feinism anﬁ]“?aliticsﬂ_f
.The initisl factor, however, vwas that Right Wing policy developed -

very definitely slong Redmongite Party¥/ lines, which wes at - -

varience with that of "Sinn Fein" - the term then generslly used. ;
for all national opponents of the Earliamantarp’Party.h:! .o

T

Dr. Douglas Hyde, the President, was in fact the legder of the

Right Wing. I remember an incident at the Ard Fhels 1913 at Galway:

His rulings from the chair were distinctly one-sided throughout:

the proceedings., Though I was able to follow the discussions my
- knowledge of Irish wes| too slight to enable me tp particilpate in

the debates, o, "eppéal from the ruling of the Cheir" - g very °

ordinery feature of American deliberative assemblieg). So, I "~
 had to content myself #ith the pertinent query: “An tuse an

Ard Fheis"?. . = ! R ' } T

During the greater part of 1914 I wes absent in the United Statses.
»On my return I"founi that the cleavege between the two "wings" of

the Coiste Gnothef had widened. Prior to this the IRB Executive
had taken no officisl steps with regerd to the election of the

Coiste Gnothayf, though our members on the latter body dild to very
1limited extent. This in itself was proof that the IRB had no wish

to injeet "polities™ into the work of the Gaelic Lesgus. The .
"Right Wing” comprised men and women who had given veteran service

to the language movement; all we had previously sought was to PE _
keep them from pursuing tactics wvhich savoured of "parliamentarisnism”

: " basn

By the gummer of 1915, however, when ths gtags waa;aeé%atly-aat

for Insurrfection agasinst Britain, the time had come in my opinion
when the "Left Wing" should control the Coiste Gnotha ~ not to

use it for the. propagetion of Republicanifsm but to obviste the
possibility of tactics contrary thereto. . I agiscussed this with my
I.R.B. colleagues on the Coiste,and probably with Tom Clarke -
though I have no distinct recollection of Yhexkaskexxx suoh

: discussion
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* discussion with the letterf. Well in advance of ths Ard FHeis date

I communicated with prominent- Gaelic Lesguers throughout’ hhﬂ
country - who were also I.,R.B. men - urglng that daleg&taa
favourable to our politicsl views should without fail be aalastaﬁ
to attend at Dundslk. Dallaaguas on the Colste next suggasted that
we- endeavpur to elect men then in prisnn. Sean MacDiarmada,
Barnan de"Blaghd, and one other I think, It was felt.that |fhksrx Hesr
election would convey & salutary lesson to all concerned. :

Our -delegate friends et Dundalk (not all IRB men) held & caucus
meating; the declsion was unanimous wlth one exception. Nominations
were made accnriingly.

As the result of the ballot was baing ennounced snd Seen HacDiarmedd's
neme appesred high on the liat, An Crsoibhin's unaasineas|bac&me
epparent. VWhen the elsation af ths - next prisoner was read Dr., Hyds
swept his papsrs from the rostrum and-laft the Gonvantian]ﬂall.

A delegation to him at his hotel brought: ‘back word that he¢ had -
resigned frum the presigency. This situation had not been sought

o1, expaated by us. But, had he givan that as an ultimatum when (£

the 1ist of nominations was read, we would not have swerved from

our plan at that juncture -in national affairs. The new Coiste

was safe from the I.R.B..viewpoint!

O‘Dunnvan Rosse Funaral

Though & member nﬁ tha Funeral Committaa 1 hsad ‘hardly any hand in
the errengements. Just then I had been busy with the, Ard Fheia at
Dundalk, whence we returned to Dublin a ﬁaw or twa prior ta :
Sund ay, Auguﬂt 1at. _

.

B

Maeting for Re-arganisaticn nf ‘ths Suprama Couneil

This was held in Dublin either about the middle of July, 1915,
(bafore the G.L.Ard Fheis) er ebout the middle of August (on oy
return from the 0fficers!' Tralnlng Gourse, Dublin/Wicklow under
"Ginger™ 0'Connsll). -, -
There WEE not afull attendance of .the elected Divisional |Centrss.
Thoss pregent proceeded with the.completion of the membership of

“the Supreme Council: Tom dlarks, Sesn hacharmada. Eaﬂrt:g Fearse

ana Dr. Maclartan waere co-opted.

Robert Honteith

Towards the snd af,August mantaith was ready to procsed 0 uermag
- via New¥ork. Tom Clarke and I dsclded to give him L100 ; for His -
expenses; this sum wes hanged to him in Tom's shop. S

Firgt meeting of the new Supreme Council

This, I think, was held in September. Denis McCullough was elected
President {whlch be it noted, meant Pregijent of the Irish Repubdlic -
virtually established by the I.R.B.). - Seen MacDiarmade wes
re-elected Secretary, and Tom €larke re-elscted Tressurer. Thesge
three now comprised the “Executiva"

Denig McCullough was the elected raepresentative of Ulster. The

other Divisions were represented as follows: Leinster, Segan Tobin;
Munster, Diarmuid Lynch; Connaught, Alex. McCabe; South England,

Dick Gonnolly, ‘Worth England, Josseph Gleeson; Scatlanﬁ

Psdralg Pgarse snd Dr. MacCerten - copbed memhers in aﬁditinn to
Clarke snd HecD. - completed the Couneil. I would say thsat gll eleven
were present, but am not certain. - i

Casemsnt pamphlet distribution - see separate statamnant.

-
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the Bureau of Military History, % 251UL.1950 ) o

" &

Ath Gliﬂtho
e mﬁ&@@?
A Chalrde: The I.R.B. = Reunllentims eto
On reading over my copy of the above (original

on file with you) I note that the o ening -words on p.7
= "The following month (October)' - & nulﬂ read - _

- s

“Latarfin Saptamhar".
Will you kingly make this corrsction. -

Liige le maas

/M
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Landing Place for Cargo of Arms

. _ g _ _ -4 S L L
The following month (October) I had e talk with Pearse. He desired
that I secure the views of Tralee men ang others in that part of

kerry a&s to the relative merits of Ventry Harbour ang eny)other

. adventegeous spots in thet region for the landing of & cargo of -

- Then

arms snd their expeditious distribution thsrsfrom.

I proceeded to Cork,.reported there to the police unger the "Order”,
and transacted some business in the ordinary course. "Reported”
again thet I waa leaving for Tralee (my insurance menagershiyp took -
me to all parts of Mynster). Phe telegraph operators at Cork
Station were ususlly IRB men. ang they wergaware that the "G.man”

on gquty there always wired shesd to the police at my destination
(Seen O'Hegerty, Tomiy O'R7lorden, otc were able to decoge his mas
messages). So, on arrival at Tralee I again quly "reported”. On
presenting my Registration Book the constable on duby remarked:
"Aren't you en Irishman?" to which I enswered "yea". - He ?ontinueﬁ: e
"Then what the blazes do you want to register forf" and hanged back
my book unendorsed. I seig "0.k." and left. As matters turned _
out later, I should have insisted on the usual endorsement to show
that I hed "reported”. After soms zm months I had resson|to wonder
whather that R.I.C. man was reslly friendly and was afraid to acknow-
ledge his own remissness when the matter of my non-registration at
Tralee arose, or whether he hsd scted on orders and "pub éna-%yar

on me". . : . ’ - ' - f

My visit coinoided with s meeting of the Tralee Volunteers. Thers
1 contected Austin Stack sng & few of his chief lieutanants. All
favoured Fenit as the lending place - from which & light rallway

‘ren to Trelse. The dooal "G.men" kept peeping over the will of -

the lanewsy, but that sort.of thing was commonplace and no notice .
was btaken of them. _ ' '
Lo - k . {a few miles o .
Next aftermoon I went on to Dingle [/{¥#d#(¥¥¥dg from Ventry). One
of my first calls wes to the R.I.C. berrabk (not for the purposs.
of "reporting” which was unnecessary abt Dingle). where Incanvassed
the men for Life Insurancg. ' In the light of my reel mission to
that ‘town, ‘and especially,light of actual happenings in the Tan war,
that solicltetlion ddes seem-ironicsl! WHremximpawksskwdxmy _ ——

o
rening he,
sccompanied by two of his men, met me outside the town. "Sitting
in the middle of & field we had our chat. They also favoured

Wikam, I contected the I.R.B. Centre. In the.&usk of the al

. Fenit, - pointing out that Ventry was some twenty miles from Tralee

(where the necessarily large body of Volunteers needed for the
first stage of transmission was located); that the conveyence of %
the cargo from Ventry through the bottle neck of the Dingle _
peninsula would be extremely hazardous as & smell body of police -
posted there might bring &Ekssskmr the whole enterprise taidisaater.

The Centre at Listowel was equally convinced thaet Fenit was
preferable to any other point on the Kerry coast. L
The result of my.visit was promptly reported to Pearse; also to
Clarke and MacDiarmada., I have no recollection of the mafter heing
discugsed at sny meeting of the Suprems Council. '

(Here I msy ramsrk that it is certain James Connolly had no -
knowledge whatever of the expected cargo of arms from Germany until
January 19th/21st, ‘1916, - when it was agresd that he bscome &

member of the Militery Couneil).
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Pearge's Secret Inétructidué'fdf 1.V. Comdts fIRE.men]'

These Pearse gave to me sarly in Jenuary, 1916 at St. Enda's; :
I was to convey them orally to the Cork, Kerry, Limerick and K2
Galwey Commsndants. He outlined the positions which these Brigads
were to occupy on the Volunteer manosuvres which had besn decided
on for the Baster week-end, viz.: Cork to hold the County to the
South of the Boggeragh mountains - laft flank contacting the Kerry
Brigade which was to extend eastwerds from Tralee; Limerick was to
gontact the Kerry men on the south end those of Limerick - Clare -
Galwey to the north. Limeriock, Clare end Gelway were "to hold the

*line of the Shannon to Athlona™.

There was no immedists hurry for the transmission of these orders

" 80 I remeined on in Dublin for the scheduled Supreme Council meeting.

sarved

* Ther the ssTwiBs=35e—tEs "SNEMY Alien" Ordsr weé zmxEd on me |based

on my non-registration at Tralsel). ‘This confined me to & five

mile radius from my residence in Dublin ang resulted in the cancella-
tion of my mission, )

(Further details respecting those secret orders are ﬁivan in my
article written in 1945 for An Cosantolr) (e pebiched

o

Supreme Council Meeting, Jenuery, 1916,

It may be as well to.supplement my comments to Lo Roux on this
(p.84 of folder): : N DL

Denls lcCullough presidsd. At least ten and perhaps the entirs

eleven members of the Council-‘were present.

Clarke and MacDisrmada -~ accepted as leaders and known to be the °
two Eeaidewhk members of the "Executive" resident in Dublin snd '
in closest contact with events which would goverh decisions of the
I.R.B. - had the entirs confidence of the Council, At that meeting
they initigted all the leads-to the prinoipal matters discusged;
Pearse had 1little to say on sny subject. To me, possessed as I

- Was of knowledge of many of their moves (as salready detailed),

it was evident that neither of these three gesired %k to raport the

. full extent of their progress,snot, I sm satisfied, because of any

lack of confidenge in their colleagues but. for the obvious reason -

- that, the secret deoisions and plans of the Military Council hed

L)

better be kept within as narrow a circle es possible. In my opinion,

then end now, thils attitude was the part:uf-cpmmonssnse and wisdom,

HacDiarmsda's motion thﬂtfﬂﬁéqgight at the earliest date possible”

- Was‘in line with h t attitude, and the Council as = whole was

fully justified in Bping satisfied with thet decision,

(R, M. Fox's remarks about "nods gnd winks" - which obviously rzafs

refer to my statements appearing in Le Rouxks "Tom €lerke snd the
Irish Freedom Movement" - exhibit not merely & lack of grasp of the
Situation but are hypercriticsl in his ridiculous sffort to pProve
that only for Connolly's insistence thers would have been no
Insurrection). - . ' '

L

Detention of Jemes Connolly

Commolly “"disappesred" on January 19, 1916: he was back at Liberty
Hall on the 22nd. During his "gisappearsnce" I spoke with Sean
MecDiarmada on the -matter. Sean's only snswer was & smile - which
"dpoke volumes" to me (perhaps Mr. Fox would now add "smiles™ to

"nods and winks"i), I wag satisfied that Sean kn ; 0
whereabouts end ﬂld n?t-ﬁfah.t° 18Guss him, - I wgg :éugiEFOlly S

LI

getigfled
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satisfied that Sean's cnlla&gues on the than Milltary Council also

contd, knew. Having the fullest confidence in the five mamhera thereof

L

¥
r

I pursued this question no further. 4nd, when sarly in March '

I saw Connolly in conference with thoses whom I knew %o be members
of the Military Council, and coupled this with his pravioua
impetuous outspokensss and threats regarding lone action by the
Citizen Army - which bid falir to bring to disaster all the IRB
plans for the Rising - the definite conaelusion was not far to sesk
that his "earrest"™ in January wes the delibexate act of the I.R.B.
Military Gauneil‘ '

P

When discussing Connolly's dlsappearance with William:O'Brien, ‘in
Richmond Barracks after the "Easter Week" surrender, he agraaﬂ '

with that conclusion, He told me that when apaaking with James
Connolly after his return on January 22nd,Connolly refused to ’

-8ay anything” sbout his wheresbouts during the previous few days.

L3

gommittee on Telegraph-Telephons "Manholes” ;

First meeting called by Sean iacDiarmads about tha 1lst of April -
Andy Pitzpatrick, Sean Byrne, Dick Mulcehy snd myself. Additional
mambers later, - John Twamley end the brothers Zing. The report
was compiled by me and deliveraed to Sean MacD. on iondsy of Holy
Week. (othar dﬂtaila given in my "Supplsmentary btatemant on
Easter Weaﬁﬁ.

Military Council - Co-option of Tomas Hadﬁanagh :

See my "Supplementary Statement on Easter Waek..

"EASTER WEEE" - G.P.0. Ares i

The Rapart on Dparatiuns in this ares, compiled by me anﬁ ratified
&t & general meeting of the survivors of the Gerrison in 1938,

is in the hends of the G.P.0. Garrison Committee. A& copy of it
was handed to An Taoiseach a few years ego and I belleve was
deposited by him in -the Fetional Librery. This copy is of course,
gvailable for the Bureau of milltary History.

o

T Haek" rganisation of the I. R. B.
Fentonville
Whan the “Gonviet“ prisaners were releassd from, Eeseg in
June, 1917, Dr., MecCertan joined us - &t Holyhead, I think - and
informed me (I was the only member 0f the pre-Easter VWesk Suprenme

‘Couneil among them) thet a temporary Council had functioned in our

absencea,

The - following Autumn the Supreme Council was regularly re-established.
- thenks to the preliminary work done by lMichael Collins at
Frongoch snd during 1917 while Secretery of the Nsational Ald Asscn.

I forgat the  mawsemErkxfukixpewseowskx full personnel of the new S.c.
so'at ths moment I will name only the members of the "Executive:
3sen Mcbarry (President), Michagl Gglllnﬂ faacretary], and Diarmuid
Lynch fTrsaaurer}.

The "Easter HWesk" Prualamation had revealed the continued exliatencs
till then of the I.R.B. &8 a functioning orgenisation. One of the
post-faater developments was that*a few veteran members (Csthal
Brugha among them) decided thht there was no furthar need for the

Lo gecrad
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secret organisation. ftamm&n&ant de Valera inforined me immaﬁiately
after leaving Pentonville that he would discontinue membership, bhut
gave no regson for his decision). Others who had participsted in
the Insurrection felt that while remailning’in the I,R.B. they should
no 1unger be subjsct to tha 0ld discipline. . |

Those who ﬂesireﬂ to relinguish mambarship were, of couraa, at
liberty to do so. But the new Supreme Council determined . that the
continuance of the I.R.B. wes still essentisl; that an emended fG=m ;
Constitution was necessary; thet disoipline would be rigidly - '
enforced; that whols-time orgenisers would be put in the field.

Draft of revised Constitution wes drawn up by Tomes Aghas,
and myself. This was further revised by Mick Colling EREFXEXXXKXXE
and me. . In due course it was ratified by tha S G.

(In the metter of this Constitution we find &n instence |
of the oft-slleged knowledge by British offielsls of
g8ecret L.R.B. ang other documents as &t the time {they were
igsued or were In effect: 1In "The Secret Societies of
Irelend” by H.B.C.Pollard (published 1922) he inoludes |
whet he cites as the "Constitution of the I.F.B. |in 1914"
But it so happens that the Constitution raprodunsﬁ by him
(Appendix J) as for 1914 is not the pre-Zaster leek canstl-
tution but that revised and adopted et the end af 1917 .

. Copy of the latter probably fell into the hands of ths
British during the Black and Taen rsaids.

-1t is not pertinent to this statement to comment on eny
other feature of Polloek's book ).

Commsnt on the Constitution of 1917 |

I never saw an afficial printed copy of this emended Cnnséitution
it haed not been printed at the defe of my imprisonment in Fabruary
1918. Therefore I am not in s position to say if the version
given by Pollock is & full reproduction., Under clsuse. 52|aa cited
by him I note a reference to clauses 33, 35, 36 which clauses do

%E_EEE——EEE&T' Otherwise, from my recollection of the ehdmgea made
off T"woulg sayjthe document is. aﬂrreetly quoted .

Some of the princelpal changes from the previous ﬂunstitutl n wara:
(a) A provision to expel any member who subsequent to inlgtion into
the I.R.B. should join any other oath-bound organisation. | There

- wes & particular reason for this in 1917 and the Suprrems Council
wes determined that the IRB should continue to have but oﬂa objsct, x
and that its members ghould not, be dominated by eny utharJ:ecret

P e el TEEEEEE . Rk e r—— e ——— L R ———i

organisation. {Clauges 5,6), ;
(b} The—sub-divison of esch geographical province in Irelasnd into l
Lwo I. R. B. Divisions - thus leying the foundation for more j
intensive recruitment, and incidentelly enlarging the membership
of the Supremse Couneil (elected and co-opted) from 11 to 15.{Clause 1D}v}
" (o) More specific regulstions pertaining to & Declaration ‘of War
, {cleuses 20,21). i
(d) the sddition of & proviso for the appointment of a "Military i
Counoil" end #wm limitation of its powers, (¢lewse a9 ;

X

Sinn Fein Convention, October, 1917. o . i

The Provisional Executive Committes of Sinn Fein discussed the draft
of & constitution to be submitted to the coming Convention. Griffith, !
Milroy and other 0ld-time Sinn Feiners were in favour of retaining i
the uri@inal Sinn Feln idea of "The iing, Lords and Commons of o
Ireland”™, - an unbelisvably ratrag&ie step 8 year snd a half aftar
"Baster Week"! I.R.B. members of the Provisional Committes led by

- Mick ‘Collins,supported by non-IfB men who included Joe licGuinness,
vigorously prataatad ggeinst this move; the prospact of their succaaa

. was not encouraging. '

w - !

 Though not & member of thet Committas I hed sn interview with N\
is valera
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de Valere who was, in which I stresseﬁ ths definite I.R,B, ettitude

- that we would fight agalinst any beckdown from the. "Eestar Week"
Proclamation., He also wanted to hold to the lstter and evigently
hed & plan to-meet the situation., Those other members of the
Committes who opposed thel retrogrsde proposal held a. privete meeting
- at vwhich I Tecollect Count Plunkett, Joe licGuinness, Piaras -
Besglel, The result of our talk was that ateps whould bsehtaken to
contact in sdvance delegates chosen to attendl the Convention. The
I.R.B. sccordingly decided to re-enact the plan followed in the’

case of the 1915 Gaslic Lesgue Ard Fheis - with a view not merely to
ensure & "republican” constitution for the re-organised Sinn Fein
organisation, but alasp thg elsction of =um & permanent EI&ﬁutlYE
Committee which could be relied on to uphold it.

Immedistely prior to the G@n?anticn de Valera hai suggastad 8.

preamble to the Comstitution raaﬁing¢

"Sinn Fein aims at securing the internationsl leaagﬂinim.
of Ireland as an independent Irlsh Republic. :
Having achlgved that status the Irish people may by
Referendun freely choose their own form of Govarnment“

Fortunately, Griffith and his supporters on. tha Proviaion 1 Gummithea
acoepted that, but the IRB was still doubtful as to what may happen
at the Gunventian. It proceedsd with its plan. Our efforts were

not oonfined to I.R B. men, The delegates communicated with N

reported at the Forssters Hall and were informed of the aircumstan-
ceg8, Also, they were handed & l&at of those whom ws ﬂaameﬁ it wise
to elesct on the permensent governing body. Some of them, cr others
in whom they confided, reported this move to the Gonvantion = wherse
it weas sharply criticiaei. Thig 4id not worry us, - our purpa3a
wes not personsl but national, The tenseness of the situation was
relieved by Griffith's laundable withdrawal.of his candidacy for

the Presigency in favour of de Valera. De Valera's Erafticqnstltu-
tion was adopted unefiimously; nothing further was heard of

"The King, Lords and Commons of Irelend". While the parsonnsl af
the Exectitive elected differed very considersbly from that . -
suggested by the I.R.B. it was entirely satisfactory. Sinn Fain K
had bacoma a8 definitely Hapﬁhliean urganisation.'

Sinn Pein Food Control

While the seizure of pigs (on their way to the Forth wall |for export)
and -their getention in Dublin was effected in my capecity as

Sinn Fsin Pood Director, it may be sald to heve haen & anmbinad

Sinn Fein-IRB-Irish Volunteer undertahing ' _

It wes & prelude:to my deportation to the U.S. - which termlnﬂted
my membership of the Supreme Council of the Irish Hapuhlluan
Brotherhood. :

i

Some iatai}s ﬂﬁﬁghﬁﬂl ﬂi%fﬂ Eg&gisatiun

are given on pages fnllcwing.

A3
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1. R. B. organisation in Munster, 1912-1916;

After a lapse of ovgr 30 years I find it imposiibie ﬁh recall
fully the locatlon and strength of the various Circles and groups
in the province. I had all ths informatinn then of course - '

. through County and Distriet Centres.

-

I give such dsteils ss I can rgcall; these apply for the most part .-
to 1912-13., I was absent in the U.5. during 1914, Then, personal
business confined me chiefly to Dublin over 1915, When any specisal
I1.R.B. matters called ms South at the latter period, efforts to
transect business were camouflage to & large extent. .y
Some -0of the names mentioned hereunder will gexve for the securing
9f further particulars. " :

48 previously stated I reported to the Clen-ne-Gael Convention, 1914,
that the strength of the "Home Organisation” ( i.,e. in GxexhxBwikain
Irelend,zmi England end Scotland) was approximately 2,000, This

figure probably represented the strength in Irelend alones by 1916.

The Irish Volunteers after the Split with Redmond furnished not
alone & favoursble but & definite recrulting field for the I.R.B,
But as active Volunteers were for the most part looked on by ths

- I.R.B. as men who would participate in an Insurrection when the

right moment was revesled, there was no lenger eny necessity for a
grest incresse in I.R.B. membership, especially as thel great

me jority of Commandants ang senior officers of the Volunteers were
already .members of the secret:organisation.

-

-H""-\.

KKERRY _

I have no rbcdlleqfian of having ever attended & Circle maatiﬁg

‘in Kerry. Austin Bteck was County Centrs and I kept contsact

through him, I 4id,. however, on my own iniatistive swear in four
men at ?alaqﬁia:ﬂahla_statian: Tim Ring, "T0S" O'Sullivan, Hx
W. Scaife end Alec. Smith. In the matter of selecting & lsnding

“place for arms cargo I interviewed men at Dingle and Listowsl.

0f! the prominent Tralee men gtill living there, Eamonn 0'Connor
is*the only one I ocan remember - I'm pretty certain he was IRB

h&a?ﬁall as Volunteear.

ealt

There was & éirale at Ennigﬁﬁﬁon; and one at Crusheen, - with groups

&t verious places: Carrigehdlt, Ennis, Kildysert, ete. I have &
Very happy recollection of tRecircumstances under which I swore in -
& man at Carrigeholt - but tHat is not for the record.

Whether Michasl snd Paddy Hrﬁﬁﬁan were then members I-cannot say £
for a certeinty. Sean 0 Muirthille, Geelic League Orgeniser, was

~ in touch with the entire Coupty. That he gave me information

concerning certaln:districete’I'm certain but cannot recall details.
3 :

-There was what might be terﬁgd an unofficial Circle somewhers in.

the  conntry beyond Ennistymén (I forgst the neme of the locality),
wWhich:occupied a peculi&yr podition. The Centrs Wwas Tomag 0'Loughlin,

an old man of 70 or thergsbouts, who held the strange idea of

‘keeping his men apart from any officisl contacts. Though this mu=

Wwas lrreguler he was permitted to have his way. He was very
wswsddy secretive in all his talk snd sctions. I recull &=
with pleasure &n incident in which he figureds: " .

L% Ennlstymon, 1915, I lesrned from Sean O Muirthille that the
local

S A o
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local Irish Voluntesrs were negotiating with the Redmond Volunteers
{then defungt as an organisation} for the purchase of twenty '
Enfield Rifles, but had not the cash to complete the transaction.

I went straighfb to Dublin end-The O'Rahilly gave me ths requisite
L40. Returning, I put up a2t Sesn 0'Huirthille's kmkgx hesd-

guarters - a small hotel whers Tomas 0'Loughlin was also staylng at -

the time. It was sgreed that the local IVs should retain ten rifles.
Tha othaet ten wera to be dishributed et m§y diseretion; these were
brought to my bedroom sni e&ventually went:. 2 to Carrigasholt,

2 to Ennis, end 6 to Crusheen. Next morning, I learned that old
Tomas on his own initiative end without saying a word to anybody
had remained on guard &ll night on the stairs outside my room -

he having been suspicious of & young R.1.C. man going home on

lesve who happened to stsy at this hotel overnight. In post-“aster
days this would have seemed & very trivial but back in 1915 we

were enthused and proud of the old man's spirit. : ;

Other collaboration during my visits to County Clere which I
recollect with pleasure was that of two clergymen. They were
splendid. .

'This incident of the Ennistymon rifles throws & light én.qheAthsn

deerth of arms smong the Volunteers, and how essential the Xxma%
prospective "Aud" cargo was for the plans of the I.R.B. in 1916.

"LIMERICK

. ~1I completely forget the strength of the I.R.B. in the counﬁgﬂh;

Under the influence of the 0ld vetersn, John Daly, whom I never,
missed en opportunity to call on (he was incapacitated in my day)
and his asctive lieutenants Jim Leddin,mmk Colivet, etc., I am .
gatisfied that the orgenisation was falrly strong 'in the city.

I never attended & meeting of the Limeriock Circle; none off my
visits coincided with one.

I recollect contacts with individuals and groups at Pallasgreen,
Duun. atc. : :

TIPPERARY

Frank Drohen had & Circle at Clonmel; William Benn one &t
Pipperary town; P.C.Q'Mahony one at Cashel (of which one or more
Rookwell students were members). I attended & meeting at Tipperary
and one at Cashel, - sbout 15 members present at each, not| the

. ' full membership. Thers were, I believe,. one or 'two groups,

further north in the County, but I wws never in those localities,

. WATERFORD

Willie Welsh had & Circle at Wﬁterf@rﬂ gity. I believe thare.

Wwére one or btwo groups slsewhere im the County; the facts.hafa

egcaped my mMemory. ks -

L
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CORK - o

f

- The Circle at Cork City - to which I was transferred abowt 1910 -

18

_these places.

Wes then in its infancy with &
Sean O'Hegarty (Centre), Thomas Barry, Tomas MacCurtain, Sean
lurphy, Domnall Og 0'Callsghaen, Diarmaid Fawsitt, Bob Langford,
Tedgh Barry, Tommy O'Riordan, Tommy O'Mahony, Bkkipx@kbmez

Sean 0'Sullivan, Billy O'sShes. . .

The latter was the only man op the orgenigation of former| yesrs
(which had faded out) now attachsd to the re-orgenisad Circle.
Quite & number of msm city men then living hed belonged to the
I.R.B. but for one reasson or another they were not now deemed up to
standsrd. '

smell membership which included:

The Circle made considersbles progress over 1912-16 but my. contacts
during the later years were few. - '

Elgewhere in the County the only Cirecles I racollect werel at
Cobh and Millstreet. There were groups at Kinsale, Fermoy, Glanworth,
llitchelstown, Skibberesen and Tracton., I gWore in men in some of

3

g
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CASEMENT PAMPHLET | AR L

co | The Distribution of,1915 | I
-1 ‘The story op this item of I.R.B. ﬁativiﬁy during the First :.W'
World War 1s glven herewith in detsll as requested by tha Buragu' -

of Milltary History. _ .

- ~+.- The difficulty envisaged by the I.R.B. in 1915, in what
- ,nowadays weems such & simple matter, throws & light on. pre- k
“"Baster Weeck™ conditions, As in othar matters, a wey was found

i “to cipumvent the extreme watchfulness of Biitish Government -k
H officials in Ireland. :

The pamphlet comprised & sariss of artivles written
snnonymously by Sir Roger Casement some yeers esrlier.| The
: outbreak of the 1914 war brought Casement's ideas into, the reslm
Bt of "Practical politics™. The series was published in the Gaelic
Americen, Wew York (the official organ of the. Clan-ns-Gasl) - '
In 1914, and then reproduced by it in pamphlgt form. Subsequently
it ran in "Irish Presdom, Dublin. - _

*

R

- ) The Supreme Council, priosr to my return from the V.S. in
: November 1914, ordered a large edition printed by the Ennisaorthz_
s _ Echo - the editor, sub-editor and most of the staff of |which F
_ were I.R.B. men, When printed, the pamphlets were plaged tempor-
ﬂ arily in Larry de Lacey's house.  Soon afterwards & raid wes
- ! made thereon by the R.I.C. for the purpose of arresting Ssan
v . O'Hegarty (head of the I.R.B. in Cork who had been dismissed
i from the Post Office there because of his netional aetlvities,
) and who was then staying with de Lacey) in connection with the pmx
posting in the Enniscorty area of leaflets comtroveriing soms .
British propagends., Reference to these mabtters in the| Emniscorthy
. Echo, April 19,1930, states that the stock of ;pamphlets escapsed
"y . The notice of the police. They were promptly trensferred o & .
L friendly farmer's place "somewhere in Wexford", and there they |
’ : remained for marny months. ' ' . o

- At a meeting of the Supreme Gouncil in-the Epriﬁg}of 1915
A the difficulty of advantageous distributien was stressed -
circulation by "Sinn Feiners” (which term included L.R.B. men)
P ' “might defeat its purpose, viz., an‘impartisl study of them.
Though importent, this matter of distribubtion wes not urgent;
the meeting passed on to other items on the agenda. At a later
meeting I mentionsed & plan for getting ‘them into’ the hands of
each County, Urban, and Rurel Couneiller snd -to professional men
throughout the gountry; the job was lefit in my HpRds. F .

— e e pure e gal B =

Among the lesding seed merchants in Dublin, Gcrk,!atc‘ were
staunch "Unioniats" whom the British Government officisls would
never dream of associating with tre-dissemination of documents
ssvouring of "disloyslty" or contrary to the "Defence of the
Realm Regulations". This and the fect thet the season was at
hend for the issuance of their bulb catalegues (about the size
of ‘the Casement pemphlet) suggested the scheme. :

"A11 is fair in love and war", so I decided to have sets of -
envalopes J@printad with the neme and address of one seed firm in .
: sach of £5ve,.centres, - Dublin, Galway, Tralee, Cork gad Waterford, !
L_H_‘izpndhﬂiranﬂ of & concern in Bglfaast engaged in = Adifferent but extensively
; . sdvertised line. I was, of course, fairly certain that in due
. course all these firms would be interrogated sharply by

: Dublin Cestle; also that they would receive indignant protests
from khakrthe pro-British element ameng thelir customers. " Even ao,
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I was fully satisfied that mhemxkWk eventually no injury would
result from the ruse - other than the momentarilly outraged-
feelings of those whose nsmes had.been thus used. Anyway, the
gtratagem gave the best assurance of hoodwinking the Past Qffice
in the executlion of good national work.

The lists of Councillors were not avallable, except those
in Co. Cork (which were given in Guys Directory). We therefore
had one of our members in the Loesl Gevernment Board hea&qu&rters
write the secretary of each Couneil'fbor the names and addresses.
- The latter were promptly turned over:to me. The next step was

. to ascertain ths totsl number to be goversed from respsctive

centres, sdded to which was & large number of professional men
groupea likewise,

Suitable envelopes having been procursd, the imprlntingiuwa
done by Jemes Connolly at Liberty Eall, The addresses were typed
by the staff of ome of our men, Next, the requsite bundles were
- delivered at four addresses to awalt ‘the pamphlets.

Vie were now ready to hring the pamphlets from waxfbri. I
arranged with Williem Sears, editor of the Enniscorthy Echo, to
have an escort of IRB men mast me at Ferns, and then guide us to
the cache. . !

Jog Dunn, & taxi driver and IRB man, arranged far'tha taxi. .
We satarted from Dublin in the early afternoon. Half way to Ferns,
with time to spare, we stopped for a roadslde smack. Soon a
large motorcar hove in sight. As it céme ebresst of us Joe
pretended %o be working at his-engine. The driver of the cer
~. whosge ° pasaangar wes a British Naval officer - ssked 1f he
cuulﬂ be of help - an offer vhich Joe graciously daolineﬁ as -
he had "only a 11ttle engine trouble". We were to maat that
ear again., Further on we stopped at a hotel for. tea.-utha
Mourist" being shown to the "coffee room" snd Jos to ‘the kitchen.
Reachlng Ferns at dusk, our escort met us.as arranged J  Seumas
Doyle, P. Keegan and M. gavis - which was fortunate. A hesvy
‘fog had.set in,end a&s one of them directed Joe slong aihye-raute
‘the number of four-cross xma rosds we came to - with right and
left turninge - efcs@ded enything elther Joe or myself h&d ExpEeies
evar experienced, Arriving at the dpot, we found that|it was
"Oulartleigh House™ belonging to Thomas' Murphy who did an
-extensive threshing mill business. Thé number of farmers etic

‘* ‘present was embarrassing:; this cccasioned a long ialay|hsfore_wa

could hoad the potato sacks’in which the pamphlets had
packed. They f£illed the h&akaof the “taxi. '

been

It wes 2 a.m. when we raachad ﬁrhiﬂw un the return journey
- with the fog growing mors: and more ﬂensﬂ. Just pastithe town
we cama to & cross rosd, and naither}Jaa nor myself knew which
we should take for Dublin - and Anthony. llackey was waibing up
at his home on the south side of the.eity to teke delivery of
our precious load! As we wondered hew or where we could get -
our direction we deemed ourselves: fortunate to see & light
not far away ani to this we: drova; +Imagine our surprise tofind
it shone not from-'a private 'residence but from that mExkKEesx
British Navel officer's car.

The chauffer informed us that ws were om the wrong road;
that we should have turned left at the covoss. Just then a ,
Coastguard, grmed with carbime, hopped over the wall and plied
us with questions - we had the front windows open: Wherse
are you going? Where did you come from?, ete, all of which
Joe answered quite--calmly. Then -he Pleced his hand on the
Eandle of the rear door, but instead, of openingb it he asked:
Anyhu&j in the rear"? to which J08 Teplied "No". Fortunately
for us, end for all concerned, the fog had msds .the windows
GP&gue. Had - ﬁh&t Uaaatgu&r& opened the door snd seen the resr
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: to Dublin. Our first thought was. to pull to the side of the

o Rethfarnham and St. Brnda's college. In the avenus there we

but “Nade" in the  Enniscorthy Echo refers to it as Lynock's
- Ammunition factory. _ 8 now Arklow Potlery Harkﬁ.}.

- "Would that naval msn talaphone the Brey and Dublin police to

-thicker patch. I told him I would have a groeer's van

Cesement Pamphleat f " - 3 =

i

Piled with burlsp bags conbdbining buly material, certain it is
thet further investigstion would ensue - with tha altarnat1va
of shooting our way out. Great.was our relief when nur '
inquisitor coneluded without more ado that we were “1aw_ah1d1ng" L
trevellers; he obligingly told us that the road straight sheed P
was impassable for a car; that we should im go back to |the ;.
eross ang turn to the right. ‘We felt doubly grateful then as . i
had shooting started we would unfuestionably have griven o
gtraight shead from our waiting positieon - to almost certain :
disaster on the rocks. (The presence of that Coastguard ?
convinced us that the building near by was a "Coastguard Etatian“ i

When & few miles &long the Dublin road one of ourtlampﬂ'
gave out, While Joe was in the set. of re-charging with carbide
we noticed an approaching bright. glow behind us - evidently
from & strong electric light whieh could have beesn nuné else
then that of the car we parted :from.at Kynock™s. OQur “guilty
consclences" convinced us that the British officisls h&d on
kEckdmt secong thoughts decided to. investigate us furthar -
folks who at that hour of the morning didn*t know the mxim road

road, get insige the fence and' be ready for eventualities. But A
in the next few seconds. Joe got the lamp-alight and. daaide@ to g
"give them & run for .it". Off we tore through the fog jat-an i
uncomfortably high speed; it wes impossible to see clesrly more

than & length or two.shead. When nearing bends it seemed that
only & mirscle could save us frem crashing. ' Joe was, quever,
equael to ths task. He admitted never having exparienced a more
difficult one. That powserful navel car could, I'm sura, have
caught up with us. Instesd, over & stretch of miles he kept
about 150 yards to the rear, taking adventage dauhtlasé of’
getting the lay of the road from us. Our guess was that we
would be trailled all the way to Dublin, but, ne, = at certain
cross we turned left and he continued straight on tuwarda Wicklow.
Another sigh of relief, and yet another twinge of misgiming'

be on the lookout for & “suaple;uus car".? w

It was dgylight whan we raaehad Bray, and apart from the
last menthoned possibility it would be too risky to be [seen
unloading such-sacks from a new taxi so early in the morning -
gt the house of a "Sinn Feiner". So, at my suggestion, Joe
made & detour and headed through the "Dublin mountains fior

gecreted the sacks smong the shrubbery.. Joe clsaned out his

taxl the bést he could and set out for Dublin. I went up to

the college to talk with Padraig Pearse. I found him salreagy
dressegd:; he came with me to see the -sacks. He thought [they
could be hidden to better advantage s0 we dragga& them to a

call for

them &8s early as possible, and he remarked that he would inform . |

his lodge keeper, Micesl Mec Rusidhri (2(. Though I Imew the

0ld man to be one of the-best, I.- demurraﬁ wherson Pearise.
remarked: . "Oh, I must tell Miaa&l- if he shoulg come &across
them-guring the day ang realised-thaet I had-not gristed him W
with my knowledga of their wharaabuuts he'd naver furg1ve ma"

The aacks reached the houses where the anrelgpas ware in,
readiness. -There the members of each household ard other
helpers got the meterial resdy for mailing {letter post).

An All-lralanﬂ.Final a4t Croke Eaak wes 1mminent. I gdviged €
IRB men in the Provinces to meet me after the match, at & :
central locationjwhere suitcases containing %he 26

bundles were ready for them. These were to be hanﬂaﬁ‘ih at the
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" the respective Post Offices sxactly at 6 p.m. the following

Thursdey - not earlier and not later. .Thus, should the
conlents by soms mischance be discoversd at eny one RPost Office,

the probability was that those pastad alsewhere would be

. delivered to the addressses befare the suthorities could issus

& warning.

'he area covered from Dublin was the largest,and this
delivery almost cames to grief at the post office. The young
lad, entrusted with the posting reached the
Pront office of the G.P 0. promptly &% 6 o'clock, only to find
that bulk post should be handed in at the %ﬁg!_ﬂéﬁﬁfﬂx . To
get to the back was but.s matter of a minufe or two but when
he got there it was , of course, after six, snd six was tThe
elosing time for such deliveries; the postman on guty refused
to sccept them., The boy, however, hed "an old heed on young
shoulders™; he pleaded the exeuse that & pal met him on the
wey to the G.F.0. and insisted on his having a drink; that if
the postmen did not teke his letters from him ha would lose
hia job. 1he plea succeseded.

Berly that Thuraday I laft for Cork. DNext degy I visited
Kinsale on business and called on an Hrban Councillor who was
well disposed to "Sinn Fein", He expressed his astonishment
that he should have receivad by the mnrning post from & -
"Unionist" firm in Cork city & very ebly. written pamphlet
entitled "Ireland, Germany and the PFreedom of the Seas™, and
that collsagues of his also received copies. He was much
impressed by the contents but simply could not underttsnd how
or why it sheuld hsve come from suech s firm. The news was most

"Welcome to me, - 1t was proof that the ruse worked satisfactor- .

11y at Cork., I offered & possibls "explanation™ of the

~envelope and qulekly went on ta discuss my personsal buﬂinaas.

Later ¥ it beﬂame evident that Cork wes not the anly
effigieont centre; deliveries were quly made froma all the others.
Then the fun bagaﬂ._

Speclal orders were issued immediately by postal head-
quarters that thereafter items of BY¥lk postage should be
opened and examined on receipt at any post office. This
information was conveyed to us by I R.B. men in the Dublin GFO.

Wnite, Tomkins and Courage of Belfast offered & Reward of

192 ° for-information giving the name of the party who had
u8 used 1ts name, 7&r—foim=fv=iseciey offered &see llkewlse.
But though el least 40 individuals knew the man who had
directed the job at various steges, their loyeslty to the causs
of Jeskmmix Irish Indapanﬂanca was proof egeinst any "rawar&",

. . - r
e e - % DIARMUI]
! . ngfﬁﬂ‘gJ

March 25, 1947.

Fa

!5:':'

SR

1

PR a Mo

N

- - o e i B Z : " y o '

g m———

pom——




.
- e =

mink S e m— L e itk
.

" Week, 1916, now on f

" revised statement was resd al a leter meeting and(with a
. 8light oorreotions) was adopted ams correct, .

' Supplementary Statement o

1‘."‘ . . S
by : iPhie record, covering
. C gattain pe‘l}é{ datalls in
DIARNUID LYNCH ' E.E ition to importsnb-
0ned, is made at the -
on apeclal request of my

' nephew snd nisces of
"EASTER WBEK", 1916 Rﬁthﬁ_flﬂni GOa Wiiﬁk}?ﬂﬂ o-J
A = " . : . v/

e —— ’ . N - 4

The reoord of operations in the GP0 ares during Easgter
gl-a in Dublin, was compiled in 1937 from
some 1656 individual reports submitted to me by surviving '
mombers of the Garrison, - supplemented by my personsl reqollsot=
dons, It was speolally condensed for an allotted space in &'
book then under consideration, The first dreft was resad and
oommented on.at a special meeting of the Garrison mamberaé_ the
ow

LA

- Thasu.w-by-,w reports uampr{aa 'anll.ntaraatl.ns and

' ¥valuable colleotion, even though - as might be aexpected after a

lapse of more than & ecore of years - many are jnscocurate inm
oertain detells, ‘I have edited these to some extent {in red ink)
on .the individua)l reports. - :

- Heving hed inside knowledge of many pre-Easter Week
developments and of inoidents whioh hsd a bearing on the Xumw
inisurrection, I have in & prefsde to the Record eketched the

‘historiocal baokground, Other recolleotions of mine over thet .

period were published in the Gnaé’ig American (Hew York) of
April 9, 1921. 1 may slso remark that commentes on various olher

aspscts and inoidents are among my personal papers.

_ The Declaration of Independence issued on Baster Monday,
1916, had appended to it the nemes of the seven men who, on its
proclamation, became the Provisional Government of the irish
Republic., I venture to say that few, if any other than myself,
hed definitely kmown prior to that Easter Mondey that these
partioulap seven men comprised the "Militsry Oommitses"(or :
"Military Council"), - the body sk most intimately responsible
for.the Rising, In faot, very few knew that this body exiasted,

- The "Military Committee" originslly comprieed Padreioc Pesrse,
Joseph Plunkett and Eamonn Ceannt, They were so sppoinped in the
Summer- of 1915 on my motion st s meeting of the I.R.B. Executive
(Denis MoCullowgh, Tom Olarke and myself). I was then aotinge
Seoretary of the "Exeoutive", - as substitute for Seen MaoDermott
who was then in prison. The three appointeses (or perhaps only two
6f them) were present on thai oocasion, though neithaer of them .
wad & member of the Supreme Counoil . '

. Shortly sfter MaoDermott'e reloase I was informed the he.
end Tom Clarke were oo-operating as ex-o0fficio members of that
"Oommittee” - which from thet time forward mey be tergmed "The
Military Counoil" (the title applied imxkhmmxim in the poet. -
BEaater pericd.) - ; . of I ! :
those. of’

In the Autumn of 1915, /the Provinelsl representatives, ~R8,

" elacted (or .re-elected) during’the months preceding,who were

available,met in Dublin to oomplete the personnel of the Supreme
Qouneil in acoordance with the Conetitution, i.e. to go=-opt
four members ., On this occasion it was my privelege to move

, : : that'
- i _

-
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" the aa-nptiun of 8 man nnt hl.therto a8 mamhar uf tha "’3. E“*. - cm ¥

. miduApril 19164

 Imsurrection was being pianned and that the date waos fixed for

- engegements kept Sean MeoDermott from. attepding to his rau.t!.m
: au‘batitnt.u& for him in thet poaltlion, en &hsenting himaelf

him,. On. one ocossion I went to Mres Houlihan'e, 77 Amiens Ste,

Militery Oounoil ¥new of-the existence of ‘such & group, or that .

 stertled him, ' Exoltedly, he as. “"Howt Who told youf", The

' to keep abtriotly to themeelves, up:te the la moment possible,

Padraloc Pearse., He wes so chosen. (The other three wnra:t W, "ﬁ_ %
Tom Clarke, Sean ¥aoDermott aad Dr. Maolartan)- A j\" '

The lset meeting of this Suprems Gouncll was halﬂ. :Ln
Jsnmary, 1916, - In LeRoux's Life of Tom Olarke .(p.180 = 1*1 @
there appears & statement of mine respecting two daoiaiﬁnﬂ\ N
arrived théreat: (a) thet we"fight at the earliest date po al.hla
m& that nag 940 9"next meeting be held on Bagter Sunday’y aokteh .'h\\
ﬂ L4 J ) J‘.lJ.I '--\.' ,i:‘
It wes fter this Janusry meeting of the 5,0, thet Jamed .
Oonnolly was co-opted & member of the Militsary Counoil. Whoﬁun P
MaoDonsgh was 00-opted $he seventh member of This umu %n ::““ '
SRR L
. Quite a few inﬂlviﬂ.uala ha*ra... 1 unaaratanl aanvaraﬂ \!:.li&r NG
impression that they imew prior to Holy Week. 1916 thst an *

Bester Sunday. I feel nunpanad to Comment on GuoOh oleims -
-uE Snﬁha %n the mamary of tha mnn who cmnprtuai tha mntaty
unoeiald -

Prom aarly in Harah. 1915 athar* and. more praaal.ng
duties as Businese Manager of Eatimnﬁq- At his request I

e

‘from the office (12 D'0lier Street) he invarisbly: told me whoye
I oould f£ind him during ‘the day in. oase 1 should wish to consdlt

to. oonfer with him.  This laedy knew me well 88 & oloee fried

of Clarke and MagDermotty: ‘ghe had no hesitation. in tuﬂwlns ne

to the Foom in whioh Sesh was, 1-had no doubt whateveyr s to

the nature of the business he was ngnd. in. I knooked &  the
door and entered the rauu fnrtrtght, . 1 expacted to £ind Hm in
oonference with the .originel members ¢f the Military ‘Commlte
(Pearse, Plunkett &nd M Ceannt) ana Tom Olerke e« sll of whom

were aware that I hed been party to the appulnfmt of axk 'sald
Oommittee, It had not. ooourred to me . that Connolly might have

been in gession with them, but, on séeing him there racent C o
incildents flashed to my .mind and I immediately socepted Nis' |
pressnce 8g.a mstter of course, Connd 1y, on the: other .hend, A
414 not then know that I was a mmbar"‘qf the Supreme ﬂnnnni.l -
nor of my. commeotion. with the appointment of the Hi].itary ttee. |
His 1look of ndtﬁniahmant on my entry convinged me thet he gd .
no tiotion that: axy" pa'ﬂoﬁ "other ‘than hig then unllamua of the .

anyone Other thah their hogtess knew.of $hat psrticular maati.ng.
MéoDermott was alréady on'his iway to, thé door in angwer tomy [
knooki he and I retlrad to - the: J.ahm;arar our telks - " L

. The mext ﬂata on ihtch‘l gm_hqt.q mmutt ﬂ*nri.ng the - e
w was, I bdelieve, Monday" af Holy Weak, & in ¥Mre. Wyse Power's

rooms ovar her reatsursnt , Hen) 'F@Br' ats When lunohing with
him on the following Wednesday, he .said: "Disfmuid, I want to
tell yon something which you ghonld” ha'ru been informed of earlier:
the- Rieing ia fixed for next. Bundaw‘““ I replied: "1 kKnew th&t"’. :
I éhould have sald that I agmgai au muohy my sotusl reply |

—_—————— e ——

manner of hig question Iml:nﬁnnﬂlt confirmed miﬂprwiau
conviotion that the members of the Military Oouncil had determined

the fact thet BEaster Sundey was: 'the appointed day . for the start
of the Imsurreation. . I anawaraﬂ. to thia effeot: "Well, Seen, -
nobody eotually told me, but é¥er sinoe the January meeting of
the Suprems Council I was eatisfied in my own mind on thst point”
I added that this. conviction, #as strengbhened by hie constan ¥

_'&

he ma
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. Committee; furthermore, that I raecognised the import of his

' ‘next session I felt thet thet partioulaer Coungil would naver

- entirely right in not keving &iven me the definite information

., proapect far s sucoesaful launching, He then told ms. that. -
© - Tom MaoDonagh had beed 0o-0pteéd e member of the Military Gommittee
- %¥he previous week, STt e S |

" on Whioh 1t wes to beocome effective, should not now ‘be cdnstmned

a8 Lo the 48l : Suy
"IRB,: thet wa should defend ourselves to the utmost sgeinat sny

oo e —

attendence during the previous month st meetings of the military

vedent instructions to. sefuré snd report to him as.soon &8 -
posdible the exagt location of each telegraph and telephome
msnhole in the oity, 'His worried look dissppeared; end wWhen
I related to him how when I ‘made that motion &% the.Jenusy
meating of the 8.C. neming Bester Sunday as the date of khe

agaln meet, he amiled that .smile so characteristia of the S esm
hom hig friendes loved. {The "manhole” report, accompanied by

sketohed, had been handed to him by me two days esriier, 1.6, g

on Hﬂm Qf Hﬂi”; Wuek} . .

I sleo remarked that while I f£elt.I hed the right to |
' queation himablf or Tom Ularke on the progrees of thelr plans, -
1 decmed it ficvting not to 4o so; that he on his part waas ' .

eariier; that the oloser the seoret was kKept the hetter the

Ha_:.*a 18 another matter of which I have happy redollectiona:
Ag oteted, I had previously been sstisfled in'ny own mind that J
the Rising would stert on Baster Sundsy, -and thet dg & fesulV
the publiocsation of "Netionslity™ would ceésse jith the isame of -
April 22nd, A8 soting business manager I-draped and hed "set up”
en appeel to ocoupy the last pege < hesded "SPREAD THE LIGHT" = |
urging readers Yo Secure ndw subsoribors, My ides was that if
during the course 0f Holy Week Vhe Brit Ish suthiorities should .
happen to note any suspiodous sotivities, the APPEAL for new .
_subseribers mey ac as & oounter<balance to- 8llay suoch susploions.
It ocould ‘40 Ho harm enyway. Just:e8 Seen-was ebout to:leave. the
offide on. Monday mqrnl.ng'. April 17, 1 showed the prada proof to
him without comment, Hie oniy comment was a sinile. I now essured
him (on Wednesdsy) that at the time I understood and apprecliated : = |
-hlﬂirﬂiqa‘nue} and he laughed hesrtily’on being reminded of the {
gaa%;gff Frn"ﬁfﬁt' (see atfoded) . . ’ . T - .

1 venture to aseert that the other members of the Militery ==
Council had Been egqually ssoretive up to the mi e of Holy Woeky
%0 think otherwise would be a refleotion on th rob!,;t{ end
commonsenss & Frior to that many men hed, of coures, beem .
sssigned duties which the leaders deemed essentisl preliminaries
to the success of their plan., But, auy. guess on the part of such .
ssgigness as to the main purpose underlying esmueh WOrk or the date

68 equivalent to gefinits officisl informetion in those respecis, .
This oommfljt also &rpl ' e -asolsion © e Supreme Coungll

attempt by the Britiech suthorities to deprive us of our arms, .
While Arafting these personsl memos. I, desided to ¢heok Bp -

on my conviotion regarding the menney in whioh the ¥ilitary Counedl |
gusrded its seorets: I wrote on Hay 11, 1938, to Gommandant B
Eamon de Valera &ixx@m (An Teolseach) requesting him to.let me [
inow the date on whioh he was officislly informed that Yhe Rising
wes fixed for Baster Sundsy. H¢ replied through his Personal .
Seoretayy to the effect thet he as Commanjant of the 3rd Battellonm,
Irish Vohunteerse, rsceived hie f£iret information that an W

Insurroction was schedunled for.Easter Sunday through & message in

eode (which code wgs arranged some months esrlier) delivered to
him on_Syy _-i‘aﬂnaam._by Joseph Sweeney (then & student &t a&;m'a)ﬁ

oA _ . :
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With reforence to the conuluaiuu’iaacbad.ﬁw'ma ragarﬂing
Saster Sundey I had in mind. one other: important matter; I
gurget whether or not I mentiomed iti:'to Sean MeeD, It was

higs . SO R e ;

-

Jarly in January, 1916, Padriig Pagrse had entrpsted to
me -sacret instruotions for oral delivery to the Commendants,
I.V., in tha South, setting forth the areas im® which their
Battalions should pgcupy at Raster. .  .These instructions were
¢pen to but one cgonatruction., il

.Bventually, circunstancss over which we had no control
necessitated the cancellation of iy mission; the instructions
wers, hovever, delivered leter by, Some other messenger.

Detaile of the foregoing mattors have been set forth
elsewhere by me., (Article "set up" by An Cossnboir but not
ptiblished) . ' RO, .




Supplementary statement - D. L. o {e)
The f£irast meeting of what I may term the "Committée on
_ Menholes"™, cummoned by Seen MaoDermott, was held in the office.
of the Gaelio Lesgue, 26 Parnsll Square, osrly in Aprils He .
desired me to clioitii¥om the other men present - Andy Pitzpatriok
and Seen Byrne (outdoor service men of the Post 0f£fice Engineering
- B?a!ﬂ and Dick Mulcehy (a olerk in the GPO amnex). Oonsiderable
: information was available impromptu; auring the next two weeks

- these men ani others (inoluding John Twemley and -eees Eing)

.~ whoae names had been given to me, surveyed the entirs fleld and
reported definitely the oxsot position of each manhole. Iy B
report was handed to Seen MscD, on Mondsy of Holy Week (to the _
beat of my raecollection) -~ & meparate sheet for each Battalion

- area, asccompsnied by sketohes showing the exmct locations.

We also had & supply of duplicate "keys" mede with which the mxrk .

manhols covers could be 1lifted, and provided for eaoh dattalion a

fet of demolition tools, This equipment wes stored temporarily

in the rooms of the Keating Branch of the Gaoclic Leegme; 1t was
Aistributed on Good Friday to addresses seleoted by the respective
Commanjants, . - . n . - ' o

On Good Fridsy while MeoDermott and mysolf lundhed at the - ;
Red Bank Res#aurant (as we freqpently 414) Ssan hended back to i
me tho sketojes for the Pour Oourts, Jaoobs, South Dublia Unlon, i
and Bolends areas for delivaery to the respective Commendants. L0
That  efternoon 1 handed them in person to Ned Daly at the:

.Red Bank (where he and Piarsas Beaslesol) also hed lunchj to-

. Pomas MsoDonagh at the Princess Restaurant, Grafton Strest;
to Commandant Eamonn Ceannt et his offloce, Lord Edward Street;
and to Eamon do Valers at his home, Sean #nformed me that
Uumnq rotained those for ths north saction of the olty,
Stephen's Green, ang the Castle onvironment; that he womld -
dlstridute: these, (mac Do n:_g-f; i qof those for e Telephone #J?ﬂ)

' My leat contacts with thig- job were: (a) when Oaptain

Jim 0'Neill and myself made up 6 "necklase” of gelignite in
Liberty Hall Eastoer Mondey moraing - for use in the manhole in
front of the Pame Strest entranoce to the Oastle, (b) when Andy |
Pitzpatrick t0ld me just before the Hesdquartera Batislion left g
Liderty Hall for the G.,L.0. that he was off to demolish the
Wires at & certaln polny on tho north side, and {e) whon John .
Twanmley reported to me in the OGP0 that he had severed the wires
between Dublin snd Dun Laoghaire. - .- : o -

- .

. On the investment of the Post 0ffice the f£irst job in whioch
I participated. (with Tom Clerke and others) was the emashing of the |
door end gless partition which separated the Public 0ffice from -
the Primery Sorting O£fice; (the latter extended to Henr{ Strest). .
- Rext oame the ) 2 ang bsrricading of the front and side
windows of this room, + of which I was 0/0 during the week.

: Ties,
About 12,45 ped. M'a'hnwgmﬂ for Padralo Pearse wes
ordered outs This comprided s squad .unger Capt., George Plunketli -
s{ani about an equal number under me. We accompanied Pearse to the
7o | aentre of 0'Connell Street opposite the main sntrance to the GPO,
where, stending on an improvised elevetion, he read the Manfesfe fi
) to the assémbled cltizens,
the Cilizens " of " et fygiree '

, ) W i

4

~the Lancers arrived, - as desoribed in the

official stetement of coperations in the GPO srea

' When quiet sgain reigned jnside. the bullding I suggested

to Pom Olarke that we take & look ‘through the letters whiohimd L

been "sorted” into pigeon-hole marked "R.l.C« Heamdquerters”. e
Tom emilingly egreed. They afforded interesting resding, - for oo
the post part comminloationd fxswmxkhfhwpxfeamxRigxkk from D.ls
tranemitting detailed reports of H.1.0. sergeanta on the strength ‘
aermement, activities over the previous week, et¢ of the Irish o
- 3 a S Voluntesrs - ' [

-
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- contacts with him had not been, on.the sams) e a8 with the

. right hand ground floor abutting .0*Oonnell an

Mammm‘z atatuman - 2 Le L . (B)

Vulnntnara in thuir raspective diatrtuta. Ee uhunkla& gt the

fsot that all their spying was now in vain, and that neither they
" ner their superiofs realiged the imminence of the olimex, The
entire content of the sorting tables and the pigedn-holes wes then
. dumped - into waste paper baskets end stored away ( & meesdless.
operation, a8 events turned out)s ﬁn the latter ﬂat-ai]. I remember
Liem Pedlar participating. : ]

On !Enaaﬂ.aw aﬂarnnon. I.awranue'a shop Masomlly 80r0ss ' £
from the GFPO f= T =:3:: a8 - Fi-ovroet) was got sblaze

by looters; s large urowd of on.‘.l.nnkara had assembled in 0'Connell
Street, I oslled Géneral Connolly's attention to the danger that
threatened mmxx our position at the cormer of Barl Street, He !
agsin ordered George Piunkett and myeelf esoch ‘to.teke & squsd of m
men snd endesvour to stop the fire from spreading and ocmpel the
looters to gesse, Just a8 wo got aoroes, the Pire nrignan srrived,
To enable the 2ire engines to get olose to the burning building
“our men ralsed the wires which had been etrung soroes 0'Oonnell
Street that morning. A men and womsn psrched on the Lop of the
building seemed intent on Jumpiing to the street to agg_pl.ﬂ. the
£lamgs; we had to resort to plstel fife over the heads ofthe -

orowd ta force them haok anﬂ. maﬁl& thé ﬂraman gart to wurk.

' ineaday murnlnsl General Gnnnully urﬂ,ared. me to ta.h men

and hoﬂ through the south well of the GPQ at the Henry Stroet

end anyd: then continne ix through the adjecsnt buildings antil _
oontact was effeoted with Prank Hendorson's men who were operating
from the Uoliseunm towards us, . The: deaired sontest was soon mde,
Returning t0 General Oonnolly I repurtaa £9; 1y+ Tho¥gh my

——— ¢ =
H

-other members of the Military Codioil (now the Provieional -
Government of the Irish Republic) I was awsre that he had lesrmed
62 my status in thé IRB, eo I now (though nnlz one of his

Captains in the GPO) ventured a pleasshtry: “We ceptured three
Engliah Generals".gaid I, and after & moment's. pause I added:

"We got them in the Emark.n“..; A filcker of & emile :I.,'nt ‘those .
keen eyes of his a8 I quickly tma& and mmreﬁ n:rf to my poat. .

Twant-y-una :.raa.ra lutar I ‘'waa 1ntafaata& tn lsarn the segquel
to the foregoing: Vheg sifting data for the record of the GPO
eres I had a telk with Captain Jim. 0iNeill who had been one of
Connolly's sight-hend-men in the Citizén Army, Releting his
personsl redollsetions of Comnolly he-touohéed on Conuplly's sense
of humour ( s quality ho wad mot gengrally oredited w!.th}, and I
in tum told himw of the Wazwork”'e. story. Thia brought te O'Neill's
. Pecolleotion how Connolly had ceme to him and his asaistants in .
the "armoury” (located in the ﬂanera% Sorting 0ffice} that :
Wednesday snd salds " "Well, boys, 8 all wa:-; ve Just bagged
_three of thalr Genersla”. Yausing :Enr affaat. 'a{maal "Ha .ok
uaptua& them in the Hmarka". TroL, . .

0f the man 1n.mw aeatlnn ah #ha'uutaat anlr & few were "
previounsly known to mej 1. .soon: uamd“tg know 8ll of them, Several.
#f the oontingenta that ruaaha& the GPO afcer ite ocoanpation
{inoluding the Maynooth mexn) were assigned to mﬁ poat (the -

d Yen¥y Streets),..
only to be withdrawn = wholly or partially -~ soon afterwards,
It begeme diffioult to keop treck of the personnel or to know ;
oxaotly who was stationed at éach pprtiunlar point et eny given
time., Aocordingly, on-Hednesday "I had the namee not alons in
my sastion but throughout the .building listed; esich weae. given a
particular number which ho was -to retain during the fight, Vhat
became of that list I know not; - probably it was burned with the
GFQ .iteelf,  Perhaps 'tis as well, " I} would have been an awkward
document $o0 f£all into the hands of the British at the surrender.
Yet, 1f avallable in sfter yeers 1t would have been both i
inmaraatlng end useful; it would have slmplified the work of the
“Garrieon Committee” in suthenticating the names that went on
tha "Rull of Honour",
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- A8 the week progressed I avelled. of opportunities to viait '
$he roof and examine every part of the building - inoluding the .
badement. On Wednesdsy night I was ment to inapect ths position :

- held by men undexr Liesm Oullen on the second floor overlooking - -

Honry Street. The latter were quietly alert at their posts aend

especlally watohful lest some of .the enny might have oome over =~ -

the roofs from Parnell Street to the opposite side of Honry Street

from which they oould have enfiladed our positions, To insure c

better obaprvation our men shot out'the glaring slsctric dampa that
&ed, atilloverhung Henry Street, - A -

- About 1 &.m, Friday ae'a;n Hauﬂaﬁﬁaw direcgted me to geot a faw' 1

men end transfer to a place of esfety any surplus bombs from the
upper portion of the bullding end such &s the men oa the roof hed « |
. no 1mlﬂﬂ.15tﬁ IRE EHIK X !--'tiln_'-t;"".'lF"l.l'if-l'i"'_'l_”:!'fb ek need ﬂfi alﬂﬂthﬂ L__.h
explosive materisls f{rom the main srmoury. These we deposited in . y
one of the basement rooms which extended under the Henry atraet b -
sldewalk, Of those whom I had om this job I only rooolleot

Jd«J+ Walsh, ' ' . ‘

‘About daybresk I agein enoountered Sean MacD, who was "looking
for a good man" to carry word immedlately to the outpoats in
O'Noill'a (eorner of Liffey and Henry Streets), Lucaa's shop end.
the 0)d Indepsndent House on liddle Abbey Streset, ordering retire. - |
ment to the GPO, Having been absent some hours from my regular [
rost, es a8 & number of men had meenwhile been ordered reat, I .
‘knew not vhers to locate any partioulsr one of them, Sean was =
fearful that with dsylight etrengthening, the denger of enemy fire
would increass for those men on thelr way back to . GHQ; I voluntéered :
Yo carry the arder st onee, Prooceeding through VWilliame Lene © - -
8nd Abbey Street I knooked dt Independent House but the men not

knowing who was theredid mot answer. 86 in Lucas's, directly r
opposite, sew- me; I oropsed and gave ke the orders Reorossing _
to Independent House I was admitted. Hext, %o avgeld & similer -

deley at O'Neill's, I sdvanded on the south side of Liffey Street; |
on errival at ‘the corner I was semn dy the gerrison, BHaving givem —-
‘the order, I immilately started on my return, (In later years SR
I learned that la Liffey street had slso been oacupied by our Zmx | -
forces. Sean, evidently, was not.awsre of this, fTheugh I o L
paesed la twice, the men there under Tom Byrne regeived no order [
to rotire. They remsined there until Sunday, and, some or all of !
" ‘them esceped sarraest), . . s a0 :

When 1 sgain resched Abbey Street the.-men from the first .
nemed two pq:%a were already rushing in extended "formetion towards
Williams Lene. All the recalled men were lined up in ‘the. - GFO
yerd; roll oull showed omly one missing, -~ Seam llilroy. But ag
. Sean was 8aid to have known every nook and eranny in the . .

neighbourhood it wag felt he would raturd in due cowrse; he: dsd, - -
‘One of my happiest recolleotions of Hmster Week is that of : :
Sgen MaoDermoit and Tom Olarke sitting on the edge of the mgils - | -
platform, -~ beaming satisfaction end expreseing their oongratu- -
iations, o : SIS . Coo e T .
-~ For the néxt three hours I enjoyed my first sieep of the |
" Weak, « on s mat I:resa-fi.-‘%’:.tha;-haai:i'm;].igaaution, During what was -
verhaps the last hour of it'I was’ Qonscioug of cannome booming, .
and experienoed something ekin to the fatalistio sensation whioh -
1 presume soldiers in the World'War mnst kave felt duily : if ;
& shell were %0.explode in our midst it would certsinly bring = | .
death and Gestruction, butiif in the -providence of God some of ' -
us should esoepe, <« thet Would be'that: 8o I "slept" o, The
Eggming inoreseed but ‘no shell struck thet rear portion of the
. Befors resuming duty &t my regnlar post in tha Primery
Sorting 0ffice I permitted myself;the luxury of a sheveé, The - -
fnemy gunners goon hed: our renga;’ later the roof caught fire,
1t ocourred to me thaet. ‘_I:i}a enemy might asttempt a frontal attack .

&t this stage .-
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Supplementary statement - D.L, : . o ﬂ‘. {(7)

8% thio stege and endeavour to drive our men from thé barrissded
windows, To meot snch an emergénoy 1 ordered my men Lo £ill: sacke
with soal (the only materisl avaeilabled and build an L-dhaped
barriocede midwasy on the fliooer - from beohing whioh we gonld
oontinue the defence at the front and side .. Soon afterwards the
flemes est their way through the glass roof of the cupole. What:
eneued is desoribed in the general statement of operations,
(Yoars later at & dence under the ausplyes of the F.0.1,Fy in
Hew York e man in evening dross. agoosted me and lsughingly ~
expressed a"grievanoe] - reociting how I mmimxkim had ordered him

bring in from the GP0 yard sacke of coel for that barricade).

While the garrison was sssembled in the Geéneral Sorting Room
pending final arrangegemts prior-to evacuabion, the f£iras spread .
along the Honry mkik Street side of the roofy It wee snmounced &
that a volume of sparks was coming down the open air-ghaft to the
basement, - just nesr the storeroom in whioh the éxplotives had

baen deposited the night before, which room had no ddsri It was '

almost directly mnder the doorway leading firom the RauxwWmy IXEX
G.5¢ Toom to Henry 3treet, « through whioh exit the gerrison was
to retreat., Sean MsoDermott despatohed men to fotoh a fire hose.
When thie arrived The 0'Rahilly took hold et once and played &
streem sgaingt the sparks - s temporary safeguard. J ordered.
aome twenity men to atack théir'arms end advance to the basement
for the trensfer of the mmitions to the Princes Street side
whers & possible explosion could result in least hevrm while the .
evsocustion was-under way. Rax Homentarily these men o¥idenced
velugtancs to, geed with their rifles even Pemporarily. To ensure
EEREeaxiioomskn thedir return I ordered them to glve tho arme
ados ‘stending nesr bys Thls done, they proceeded % tha

=

- -

Berlier in the.week I hsd explored thé undergrotind passage
or oorridoxr thet leld rrom Henvry: 3t. 'alde to tha. Princes Street . -
8ide and then inolined %o the GFO yerd, Hidway & large iron tube
orossed that dark pasesge about 3 or 4 faet from the £loor, Those

 unaware of this obstruction were likely to bunp into 1§ - with

the ohance of dropping the.bdomds thqy oarried. Accordingly, men
wore poated ab. the tubg and at points nesr the gantrs of the
sorridor holqing stumps of lighted eandles. This does not gaenm

. Bow to be an inoldent worth racalliing, but the tansenass of that
- moment was such that the men who, participated in "i.t gre not likely

privates, and eome D.M.P, men) were in & room at the other side of

. @afety when the top of the duliding where they had ‘been, located

- and leave him @&y where tley should now be plsced, His order was ’ |

to forget it,

Juet 88 the transfer hal comnfiioed,The 0'Hehilly cslled my
attentlon to the faol that our prisoners (a British officer, dome

L
y

Bhe underground coxrridor, « 8 eboreroom whioh extended under the.
interior of the buildingy; - %0 which thay had been trnaferred for

during the week was endangered. by the fire, .The Gangerawhioch . .
our owa men Were subjeot threataered the prisoners slso. My Skexk
inpulee was 1o remove them insganter, biit decided.to first report
the eituation to General Comnnolly: ( e matter of s minute or two)

.....

to shift them to the eafest polnt- then avallable: 1 had bbem R B,

‘e800rt%ed to the rear of the General. Sorting Room and left 4hmm

. The sequel to this was that.aet. the subsequen eourtemk rtlal .
the Britich O2ficer testified thet: he and his felddw yrisoners
had been placed in thet room in 98¢ basement and "1sft to die’
1ikes rate in & trap®. I heard ‘of thlie atatement hefore my own
conbtmartial, The faot, of oourge, was that thelr' detention in
the dssemeiit was but {temporarywpending our eveocuation of the GPO,

end that Just as soon ag the -qaﬁnsef" to the exploaives wes noted

" they werg promptly btransferred:tharefrom. I took occasion to

oontradict. the offiger's mbxbmmank wrongful assertion and o state
the facts during tho oourse of:my ecurtmartial, » my only state-

. ment thereat,

L
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. Meanwhile, the bomba; gelignite, otc,:, wers being plaged

! in a storeroom off the yard sbuttlng Princes Street; eech man on
] dgpositing his quota (whloh in the instance of bomba conslsted
- of only two = one in each hend), orossed the Sorting room to the
N basement for another lot. Then, to male azpurende donly eure,

! . I had other men opak mail bags in water and these I opread gver
1 : the explosive materisle. (There was no telling whet may start off
one of these "home.made™ bombs, end . if ong went 0ff wwawl ), .
While 80 emgaged; Barry Boland arrived on the soene ani. lent me

that they Were “now safe onough®; rudhed Lrum Powardes the-Sorting
Room: In a fow moments I followeds To my astonlslment thes wae
not g men left in that room in whigh: the. garrigon had been -

bl ec " the evacuabLlon had.Deen oompiobel WDLLO 1. wae engaged

{:Ji.i Bl . : ) :
.1 the 88K 0% avert ‘$he: dengey:0f .8 premetiure explosion,:

to who was "the lesbl-men to leave 'bhe .GRQT,:« vhich wge e matter
of no oonsequence s8I véew Lt)s - o _
. L R T e neares? 8'Conncll Streef™
On reaohirig Henry Street. through: bhe ey exit,on| that side
L of the GP0, and having drossed into Henry Place 1 gaw aome. of
Lo “our forses bunched et the engle of flie latter where 1% turns. at
S right sngleo towards HMoore Streets. Af-I came up with them I
L pagesd by & dead Volunteer in front.of 'the double dcorway of
‘ 0'Brien*s store. (Lafer I learned that: ‘ho had Yeen shot by the
! . dlesoherge of o oomrade’s ‘gumiduring su attempt to byeak the
o : door with ita butt), A few pates further on I met Psdralc Pearse

-_I
1
|
I 0
_{ aie 3¢ 8 Leot-worth remembering- in view of the controversy ss &
£ .
i
j

| who ordered me to taks helf’ s doZen man,; bresk into O'Brien’s, mx

I oroas the roofs to Moore Street ( to avold running the gauntlet
! of ¢nemy mechinesgun fire gowa Moore Lene - which waes the canse
of the hold.up at the aungle of ‘Henry Plece}, and cocupy the
houses on Moore Street between Heary Plasce '‘and Henry -Stroet,
Prom O'Brien's roof we menaged to atep aoross an open-air shaft
end inty the next bulldlng, . Hore our advsnoe wag-chaoked by an
- intervaning lenewsy which we oould ssee from a second storey
window, but into whloh: vwe could not geV as wWe had no implements
with which to bore the well: Thus we were oompalled to make our
axit through a window on the groundfloor into Honry Elace, and
4 . then prauaa%uaﬂ:;g the httarfzo_?luara Street whéra we entored
‘tho gorner building on our lefts (The rest of thi ‘ '
. Hﬁl’& I&QI‘B 3t. hﬂuﬂgﬁ Lo the _J.g?‘ﬁ_.;'-‘.-a whish heumgﬁtggrﬁégagﬂa??upi?
: Boring with pleces of iron whioh were entirely unsaitdle
for the purpose; but the -bedt we ocould £ind, our progfesathrough
- the walls towards Henry Street wap elows The men were aldo
exhsusted from want of mXkemy sigeps Even 80, they worked like
Trojane, « taking turne et woll«boring and window-bsrricedag, -
(The only onc 0f them I recsll is Joe Daerham). Eventually, we

" - and had bored: towsrds ues Later, the flamee from the G20 spresd
eseross Henry Street and were pushing towards we. FPear of them
{ooupled perheps with the noise¢:of the wall boring) had evidently

: driven the ogcupsuts of Lhmcmpguxvportions of theee honses to .
8eek shelter in the yarde and shede to the resr. 1 Well remember
one coly apartment in whioh the fire was still selighty on the

_ mantlsplece wag s framed photograph of Comendant Ramonn OGeannt,

i . &and on the table some cold chickem. I ‘felt sorry for the late -

; tenants but 414 enjoy that plesé of chickens

As the night wore on the firet baoame more mensocing, Ve )
doemed it wise to retreet somewhat from them, In one smell roem
(basement) I came soross two of -gur mem lying feet ssleep, their
hoads nesr the fender ( & good fire was in the grate} and feet
almost touching the well opposites They were 20 éxhaunsted thatb
thay hed to be 1ifted bodily throngh the bored wails. -

At daybreak I reported to G.H.Q. the genersl situation in
my post, and got orders to join the mein body. Thé prospect

a hendy Just ag the covering wes® almost finished Harry; m marking

conteated enothdr. gauad who had entered shout midwsy in sur dlock

I...—.—l ‘ 3 . . . tﬁ Erﬂ
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overlooked when &;aeqfding my equipment,

- . room near the oéntrs of the blook., Xmise I learnsd thet the men

Supplementary statement - D.L. N ()

there « in ths new pusitt&n'; ﬂaufa;3traat,QWan.auything_hnt
encouraging. General Connolly, bedly wounded, lay in a fronmt

fed been ordered not to draw enemy f£ire, But on entering ons of the
rear rooms I found mammx one on the point of shooting at & man
whose head eppeared at intervals sbove & roof in the direotion of
Bolwon Pillar. I stopped him just in time, - partly heocsuse of -
the genersl order, and partly becsuse of the Likelihood that the
man terget (who was probably an snemy saiper or lookout) might

‘1Ive to tell the tele, to our immediste dissdventsge, The only

enemy force ageingt whom we counld possibly open £ire {and that
ander practically ifupossidle condibions becamse of oux respeotive
positiona) were thoze who manned the barriosde at the junction of
Parneéll snd Mooye Strests. On the other hend we conld have been

subjected to rifle fire from the roofs of buildings on O'Connell .

Street. 4nd, waere the enemy to bring a field gun into cction 2
from behind the barrlcade just mentioned en oblique fire could
quickly demolish our entire Moore Sirest poaltion.

Wihen retresating to GHY that Saturdsy mnfning I noticedhx

the semblunce of & burricede whioh evidently our nen had endeavoure .

ed,aorons Meore Street from Henry ¥lace. 1. 1learned that the -
sbtempt had failed due to enemy. fire from Parnell 8itreet. Later,
i% seemed to me thet there was but one desperate change left by
whioh to extricate ourselves from this Moore Street position =
wWhere we were pinuned in and ineffective - viz. & bsyonet cherge

. ITom the yard sbubtting Sasckville Lene (to which our position hed

oxtended in the dlreotion of Farnell strest) againgt the anemy
Send beg barricsde located B0 yerds awey. -anticipating the

.posslblllity that our lesdere may decide on this mesns of endesvour-

ing to move forward to Willlems & Woods as originslly intended

on the evacuatlion of the GPO, I felt that the preparation for such
& oharge should be started immediabely. Aocordingly I paesed word
to 8 fow officers to line up in that yard 0 men who were ‘equipped
with rifles and boyonets. The alsority of both officers and men
for this entloipated charge was splendid; the epirit of exhilirs-

- tion which they evinced recslled the picture of the Irish Brigsds
-a% Fontenoy. The perty being in reedinesa I left Lo report the
-fact to Pearse or Connolly. In the first house off the yerd I -

encount ered Fadralc Pearse{end hia brother Willie}. 1 reportaed,
but hie degision was in ths negati dy20 Vhe best of my recollect-
icn he sald that nagotistions had,been’opened with the Britich
CGommand, The antioipated beyonet oherge would not (end did net)

ate V- : :
S l‘l&l-’fﬂﬁ_ Tnserd 3 Pws (Jﬁ d‘ﬂ‘ﬂ't‘éi{)# R ST . !
~I had no opportunity to return %o the men in the yerd. I fimt
vent to have & talk with Sean MegDermott. He inforued me that
Connolly waes belng teken immedietely (on & stretoher,of courss)
to meet the Britich 0/C; he asked me to dlscard my Sam Browa and
pistol and &cdoompany the party. I prededed the gtretcher bearars
down the narrow atelre leading to Moore Street Setiafied, from .
the few remarks MaoDermott made, that the British expected Goni,
Uonnolly end his party to emerge, L unhesitatingly stepped onb
Yo the sidewalk, (In his report (193%) Seumas Devoy states ths%
he hsd previously been despatohed under s white £leg to the '
enemy barricade to inform the offieer in charge there that

_Gungally wae t0 be brought out immedisately).

IAB,I'atéppa&'intn viéﬁ-tﬁﬁ3ﬂrit£ﬁh qffiaéré-sban&;hg-ln'
RiGdall'e Row {diegonally aoross).beckoned to me to advenoe. On
fannam, Michasl Nugaent, Seumas Devoy, Jamés Byrme end Joseph . . :
Talloni prooeeded along the north.side of Moore IStreat to Paivnell

- Stract. There we werd searched, s s procesding sgeiust which I

protested on the ground thet we scoompenied our Commsnding Officer
upder e flag of truce -ang that the searoh wus a reflegtion on our -
honour a8 Irish spldiers, It'ovcourred to me afterwards that
Eg;hapsithigyhaﬂ fggiawaa the usual prodeduvre under such ciroume

ences, Anyway, the! search wont om end inm ‘the pocket .
tunic they found some. 1loose piatol emmunition which -ﬁhgi-my

-

e - &

‘thelr instrustiens the stretohe¥ bearers ( Micheal Stainss, Ltem . - -
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 .4gs Blizeboth O'Ferrell states (Catholic Bulletin) that
sho left Moore Street Hdqrs. with Commendant Feerse's original

ne

'message pertaining to gurrender 8%.12,16 DM and returned

_ thereto Gt 2.30 P.me; that sho, took:Comdt, Pearse's socond

nessage to Gone Lowe at 3 .. ;. that-the latter insisted that
iearse should surrénder unconditionelly end that Connolly
should follow on & atretoher; that it was about 3.30 Dede
when Gen. Lowe recelved Comdt. Poarge ot the top of Uoore

Stroet.

“hue I figure thet my interview .with Pearso wae bhatween
3 p.me ond 3,16, and that pis departure from Hiaqrss took
place shortly theresfter, The gurrender waeg signed by him
8t 3,450 pelle = presumnsbly at Dublin Castle.

Comdt. Conriolly waé not taken from Hdqrs. with Pearse
(a8 one writer seems té faply). I 414 not sec Faroe leave
but certaeinly some time elapsed between his departure and the’
time at which Connolly was taken thence on o stretcher.
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. Then, surrounded by a heavy armed giuard our party advenced %

- %0 the viceinity of tho Parnell ifonument. There the streicher bear-
ers ware ordered to lay it downi the offiocar in charge went to
confor with hie superlorcoffieosr., On his return the cinvoy retracw
9d its stops along Parnell Streeat to Ompel Btreet, thémee to = . -
Dublin Gantle. At the raequect of the British Fsajor in command of
the esoort I welldted in firont with him. He weé muoh interested in .
the stubborn resistance mads by the GPO garrison; and wes curious
about events therein during the week. Ny replles gave him very
1it4ls information, < not that it mebtered much at thabt momaent,

In $he Uyper Castle Yard our men were ordered to lay the
streteher on the ground., I thon advanced to Connglly, wemnt down
on ony knee by his side and asked if he hed any message t0 send; -
entertaining at the time & vagus noflion that we would be¢ taken
back to Moore Street. His answer wae in the megetive; I bid him

_goodbye. lumedlstely, the .seven of us were merohed ¢ff; not to

Hpore Street bub through the Lower Castls Yard end around te
Skip Street Berracks; None of his men sew Oonnolly sgsaln,

On- £inGing ourgelves deing placed .in the Guord Rocm (Ship
Street) 1 protested sgalnst our detention thers ss prisoners, -
though not certsin thet we hed sny belltgeren$ rights in this
respect, and much wore certain that ¢ven if we had they would

 not bo redpeated. We were kept thare w_at"ni'ghh Next morning

‘T again demended that we be returned to our GHQ, The officer
to whom 1 epoke informed me xk thet he hed the previouas evening
(Saturday) trenamitted my demomd and it was denied. He sdded -

~ that even if it were othorwise decided it would now amount to

thig: thet we wounld be -taken back to Moors Street under guard

-and brought back from there as prisoners, a&s the leaders und men
left thers had serrendersd the evening before. Theve wae nothing
more to be said,; - s . o ' =

Thet Sundgy aftsrnoon tho 25 or 30. of ng ;1_'1;(' the .E‘rml_(& Room
ware marched off te Kilmsinkam. On belng escorted into the

. 0ld-wing cells & warder uwnceremoniously cuffed end pushed & couple

axx of our mem throuwgh the doorwsy. My protest sgainst guch treat-
‘ment of "prisoners of Wer" wse answered by a baton on the jew. R
Thi¢ wes just en indication of whet in's fe& momf#te we had reason
o believe .thet ‘prisoners (nonsoombatsants et that) incaroersted.
there while the Insurraction was in progress had experienced,

The white~washed ocell walls were much smesred with blood, -

evidence of brutal trestmentl’

. Our stay in these cells was 'h#:ﬁi. ?ﬁ'ié. were ixaherai into the
mein hell of the ‘pricop end lined up'with about an equal number

.0f .others. 7Three ocorporals - "Dressed in a2 litile brief anthority"=-
iwere our lmmedlate mesters. Chaompions of"emell nsbions” se .o

“unlte of Britein’s érmy - and Irishmen et thet « they vented
Aheir epleen sgalnst us who fought' for thé nationsl indepéndence -
'of-Irélsnd., They ilndulged in snears, thrests snd provoostion,
‘One of .them took a fenoy to my pig+ekin gaiters and commandeered

+ thems - He soon l2arned that -an inquieition wae afool in an

adjoining, roomf, - British officers deminded the nsme of et

rprisonsr called befoxs them, his reak, poeitlon gacupled during

the 2ight, the mame of his commpnding officer, eétos Immedbetely

- 1 passed .slong word that mone .of thelr -questions should be -

iqulsition ‘soon zumsad cessed; we were all
merohed off to the disused rooms .of the old p_#iaon infirmary.

et geely on Wednesdey morning gome of us were. swekendd by
peculiar noigass We wondered if' they were the cound of volleye,
Later , our fears were confirmed by the brief answer of the
‘sergeant .on guard over ws: . three of our lesderd had been
-executed s o L e T L S

" - ’Similer soungs came Thursdsy mornirng, I felt certain that

. ‘Joa. Plunkdtt hed been sdded to the list of mertyrs; on Wedneadsy

e afternoon-
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Supplementery stetepent - Dils co e (1)
afternoon I had opportunity of & few brief worde with him « he

having joined us during our short period of exeroise in the yerd, .

Ho hod. been courtuartielled esrlier in the dsys but hed not yet
boen edviged of the verdict; What it would be wes not fer to
geqk; . . o . : : '

Thet Thursday all prisohers in the hospitel were transfarred
to Richmond Barrecks. &Hxfsmxfuysxkekxr Leter, thet same dey I
think, several humdred prieonmers (inoluding meny from the
country districte who had not had & chance to participate in

the Rising) wore lined wp in the barraok squsre, - for deportation
-0 Bngland the rumour ran. Two "G" men scanned our faces ag .

wo 8tpod in columm of four; I was ordered to fell outs (Just them
1 ospded Bamonn Ceennt with & faw othore standing at the ‘sids
of the sguare to our right; we could only weve Lo one siotler,)

Bsiok in one of the barrack rooms 1 found myself in goodly
‘company: OCommandant Zamon de Valera, Ocunt Plunkett, John -

0'Mahouy, Lord Meyor Lourcace O'Neill, snd more. then a. .soore
of othera, ' . '

- s the days psased the panloky and embittersd fwakkumrixx
attitude of our jallers beceme less tense; -the excaptions bahing

. some R.Il.C¢ men who were on 4uby in the prison yard. Thdltter

ghowsd themselves to bs much -more sntsgonisiio than eveén the
militery had been 2t the surrender, Through the teel and good

- .0ffices of the: lete John O'Mehony one of our military guard

~ information that this wes qa;mmu;(ﬁ&ﬁ to 10 years penal servimde.

" squad thst shifted the prisoners from the GPO basement on

.appeeranae bafore the latter hae came into our room in Ridimond

brought in "refreshménts", and delivered notes teo our frisds .
who sought. information ebout @i at the outer gates. De Vealera
was teken from our midst and 4id not roturn;: By'our gusrd I.
gont 8 requent to oy slgtersin.lsi to -bring slong & sult of
ovdinery olothes next day, Thie he delivered td me and the
following dey took out & pargel which gontelndd my uniform sost
breeohes, schirt and tle. These mementoes of Baster Week 1 a’bui
poasede, " : ' . _

. In 1lke menner I despatched s note to the Amerioun Consul
requesting that he be proeent at my courtmertial to hear a .
statement which 1 intended to make respecting the assertion of
our officer prisoner in the GFO, viz, that he and his fellow
riponere "were left to dle 1like rats in & trap™s PThe Consul
Mr: 44ams) wes not present; dut while Billy Purtridge and myself
were swaltlng trensfer to Kilmainbam (sefter ouy auurt‘martiqﬂ
I gaw him drive from the Barrack precints in amyan% with thae
monbers of the Oourt. (3fforts made by friends.in the U.S. %o
gave me from exequtlon 1s enother atory)s+ Thal eveding, lhureday
Msy 18th, Ixemsaiwxixumik the docision of the Qourt was announced
to ms et Ellmainham: sontanged to.be shot.~ ang thes the further

48 I write it ooccurs t9 me %o give ths nome of the "ratv in
a trap” officer <« Second Lieuts A. D. Chalmers « whioh I recall
‘from reading & statement msdoe by .him 23 published in the "Irish
Times" Hgndbook, Dus to the feet that I was ia ocharge of the
Fridey of Emstef Weéek, he wag called on’ to testify to my presencs
in the GP0O es & parbtloipant 'in the Rising, '~ an unnscegssry =
formelity om ths part of the Jourt, PFrior to ‘the.date of py

Barracks ‘ecoompanied by Dateative Inspestor Love; We werefl -
all ordered to stand up for inspection. That he cams bto identify
soma one wal avident;, but he dld znot get his man. He was looking
for me as we soon lesrned. Himeslf and Love retirad from the
room and returned id a few minutes, We stood agalin ang st a

Jocose remerk by one of our number we 8ll lsughed. Then ﬁha'lmei'é-

polnted to me, Bsying: Yosu're Lynch, I reoognlse you by your
gold tooth", My belief ls that Love desoribed to him the
clothes I then wore (by this $ime I was no longer in uniform -
the saving of which I was nov extremely glag), as .well as calling

ettention to my gold-filled tooth. On the only ocoasion Chalmers .
1 i li - . ) P T ) -

g6W me
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 Supplementery stetement - D.L. (12)

saw mé (to his recollestion anyway) during Baster Wesk, 1 was in
no laughing humour snd he was too scared to take any notice of
me. Anyway, nelther his recognition of me nor the manner of it
mattered-a hoot, Here I was, one who participated in the Rising,

and -so proud of the fsct - as well a8 of the pre-iastar "Charsctar”

which Love's subordinates gave ms in the pre-Courtmartial "hesring”,
that sy man who should aniaavnur to prove the contrary I would

. deem my worst enemy. Neturally, I.bear Uhalmers not the slightest

111will for testifying against me, 'but for his mslicious lies in
the "Times" Handbook - which in view of the facts are ridiculous -
he deeerved no hatﬁar treatment than thet usually saccorded to a
"rat in 8 trap”.  Thank God he. anﬂ his ilk have- pasae& into the
limbo of forgottan things. '
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Practon, April 25, 1947.

liajor ¥, QO'Donoghus,
Bureau of Milltary History,
26 Westlend Row,

Baile Atha Clisath,

Desar Florrie: . - _ T

Further to mine of Fehruary'l?th: The following are
now ready for transmission -

(1) The I.R.B. ~ Soma Recolle.tions and Comments.

This gogument ingludes, as requested, some points not
covered in our chat on the subject.

(2) Distribution of the Casement Pamphlet.

I had sompletely forgotten having used the name of

Herdy & Co., Dundelk, until you located their . ' T
advertisement. Otherwise, the story is, I belisve,
complete,

(3) Supplementary Stetement on "Easter Wesk",

- This, as you will nobe from memo.at top, was not
written "for the record". I include dt in the brochure
as statements therein pertaining ta "Ragter Wesk" ars
of more then pasaing interest. o

A number of personal sllusions on minor datails in
the foregoing ars subject to the critieism thet they are not
worth recording ang smeck of egotisms My purpose, of course,
is to lllustrats conditions under whiech we of the I.R.B.

. operated: in pre-1916 days. Were I to retype all the matter-

which i¢:Béyond me.at. the moment = I weuld be inclined to omit

- (v
w .

IR - . L _ -
- 4 . N - :

(4) Commerts on La-Reux'élMBréﬁ'Tgm Clerke. (In Folder)

" The value of these was bﬂat they prevented the -
appearance in print of numerous misstatements of
historicel fect - though my efforts in that raspact
ware not antiraly sueeaasful.

,"-5- d . - I

s 1

.
!

Later, 1 hope to treat: of the othsr subjects

mentioned in my letter of Februsry 17th last. s
: o e
i
P.s. 4s you integd to come: nut this way I'1ll hold th Qve
till then. | BUREAU OR Mili TARY F 11 05Y 171°-24

BURO BTAIRE MILEATA 19i3-21
[ W.S.,




